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Ow THE Admission ot Jews to Parliament. 

LETTIK I. 
To the Editor o/ the Bradford Advertiaer, 

SiR,— As therô was a proposal some time since for sending 
you from week to week observations on the proceedings in 
parliament, there can hardly be a better occaaion for begin- 
ning, tfaan the important division of last night on the admia- 
8Íon of Jews to the Honse of Commons. 

As the arguments on both sides have been long before the 
public, it would be nseless to do more than mark the peculiar 
features of the debate. 

The grand argument of the opposition to the Jews, waa 
the statement, that though there are many in the country 
wh o are not Christians, we are a Christian country be- 
cause we admit none of them, to parliament ; and that we are 
bound to continue this coursè, ^eçause otherwise we should 
cease to be a country whió6 admif ted none but Christians to 
parliament. . . * - 

This is the sum and 'stf^ôttínc^^ythii argument. It is the 
same that is and há^'^^wáys^1ie.e?i .àdvanced, wherever the 
minor persecution waá^beinffififeíl, which instead of buming 
a theological adversar}vofiW^díí|l[.^és him of something whicn 
others nave. Spain or ronugkl says, we are a Oatholic 
country, by the token that we keep Protestants out of office. 
The Grand Turk or his councillors, if applied to for the ad- 
xnission of Christians into the council, would probably reply, 
" We are a Mohammedan country, because we keep Christians 
out of council ; and we cannot let them in, because then we 
should cease to be a country that kept them out." What 
comment would our friends on the opposite benches make on 
this, but « What a Turk he is /** 

Ajiother point on which, if it had been a meeting in your 
Temperance Hall, they would have been sorely taken to 
pieces, was their rampant assertion that the country was in a 
state of commotion and terror from end to end, waiting for 
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2 On ihe Admission of Jews to Parliament. 

the decision of the question. Who has seen any of this ; — 
have you ? If it ús bo, wbat an argument for the extension 
of the Bufi&^age ! Here is a nation sorrowing over the 
admission of a Jew to parliament, and so imperfect is its 
representative system, tnat something like seven to four of 
the representatives vote in the teeth of their constltuencies. 

Another grand piece of imbecility was the plea, that thongh 
it may be proper that a Jew should vote for a member of 
parliament because he is onlj one in a crowd, it is impossible 
that he should be allowed to be a member himself, because 
then he would have a voice in the leglslation. As a legislator, 
would he be anything but one in a crowd 1 What is the Jew 
to do as a legislator, that he cannot do as a voter ? Is he to 
proceed by force to circumcise the House of Commons ? 

Besides, may it not be very fitting, and desirable for ali 
friends of rational freedom, that there should be somebody 
in the House of Commons to represent the interests of the 
weakest religlous bodies in proportion to what their actual 
influence may be ? Would Protestants in a country where 
Boman Catholics were predominant, fail to discover this I 
Would Christians in Turkey ? 

Finally, they do it ali, because they are Christians. Sledge- 
hammers cannot drive into them, that we oppose them because 
we are Christians. First the Protestants, then Dissenters, 
and then Catholics, have been roasted or scorched in various 
minor degrees, by this hurning Christianity. The world has 
been acquainted with it, long enough to set its mark upon it 
in ali forms and degrees. 

The numbers on division were, for the introduction of the 
words to exclude the Jews, 201. Against it, 341. 

In the course of the debate, a significant fact occurred, in 
the open-hearted declaration of a Conservativo baronet of 
considerable standing in the House, that his views upon the 
question had with time undergone a change. If I did not 
mistake, he was saluted by his old party with the term 
" apostate." What would become of us ali, if we were imder 
the feet of these men who would monopolize heaven and the 
House of Commons, and splash about judgments and pro- 
phecies, as if themselves were the only conduit through which 
the Creator communicated with his creatures ? 

Yours sincerely, 

T. Perronbt Thomfsoií. 
Eliot Vale, BlackhecUh, 16 June, 1857. 
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Equalization of Poor's Bate. — Destruction of Grbt- 
TOWN. — CooL Intimation from Honq Kono. 

II. 

On Tuesday 16 June, the principal debate was on a subject 
which contaiDS the elements of rising, and can hardly faU at 
some time to find its way into your districts, if it is not there 
ab*eady. 

The motion was for a Committee to consider the state of the 
Metropolitan parishes in respect of the great inequality of 
the Pooi-^s Eate. 

The Metropolitan parishes offer the most palpable example 
of the evil; and therefore are well selected lor trying the 
qnestion. 

The rough statement is, that by the nature of thíngs the 
wealthy in London congregate into one parish, and the poor 
into another. Consequently, as things stand, the poor nave 
to keep their poor, and the rich have none to keep. And the 
qnestion is, whether this is what the art of man could mend. 

The government opposed upon very lame grounds. Its 
principal fallacy, was the same which will be put forward with 
a triumphant air on the qnestion of Church Bates, and which 
therefore it is nseful to handle in a pre-existent state. 

The Poor's Bate, like the Church Bate, we are told does 
not fali upon the occupant, but upon somebody else. And 
when we ask for that somebody else, we are told it is the land- 
lord. And when we ask whether the landlord is nobody, we 
are told he is not hurt, because he bought his property at a 
reduced price in consequence of the rate. 

Now this is true of such landlords as have bought their 
property at a reduced rate ; not true, of such as have not. 
And as there must always have been somebody that made the 
property and did not buy it, there must be somebody on whom 
the rates fali, if we will only look in the right place. 

Put the case of Church Bates, as being more interesting to 
some. The owner of Saltaire* we will suppose is a Dissenter, 
and complains that he is made to pay for repairs of a Church 
which is not his own. " O," replies the counsel for the Church, 
" you pay nothing, for you bought Saltaire at a price which 
was reduced by the exact value of the Church Bate." " No," 
returns the proprietor of Saltaire, " I never bought it at ali ; I 
made it." A nd nere comes out the mystery. The reason is good 
as regards those who have bought the thing after the imposi* 
tion of the rate ; not good, as regards those who have not. 

b2 



4 Squalization of Poor^ê Mate, 

Fancy that the landlords of a particular county, ae York- 
shire, were informed they were to be subjected to a new 
Land Tax. What comfort would it be to them to be told, 
that every purchaser would get the land at a reduced price í 
Tbey would say this was the very thiug they complained of ; — 
that the value of the land was reduced, and they and tbeir 
beirs lost the difference. The fallacy attempted on Poôr\i 
Bates and Church Bates is the same ; the plan is to hide the 
man who loses, and put forward somebody who does not. 

But passing over this, there was another weak point, which 
was well exposed by a member who spoke. Supposing it 
granted that the loss does not fali on the occupants of houses 
in the first instance,it is plain that it must make it less profit- 
able to lay out money in building in the poor district, and this 
must be met by greater rents ; so that the loss doei fali, at 
least in part, upon the occupants. 

The principal objection was, that to unite parishes would 
be destructive of economy. Like most objections, this may be 
true if the thing was carried to an unreasonable extent, not 
true if to a reasonable. 

What evidence is there, that if Metropolitan parishes, 
for instance, were run two into one, there would be an end 
of economy in the double managers ? Would it not be as much 
the interest of everybody to promote economy in the double 
domain, as in the single ? Would there, again, be any neces- 
sary increase of economy by splitting the existing parishes 
into two ; or any consequent gain from setting the half dozen 
exemplary men who now manage the parish concems, to 
apply themselves three to one half and three to the other ? 

In ali this, there mav be difficulties, as there are in every- 
thing. But not difficulties to set up against the glaring evil, 
that as it is, the poor are to keep the poor, and the rich keep 
nobody. 

The motion was supported by 81 against 123 ; not a bad 
diviaion under the circumstances. 

On Wednesday the day was occupied in Committee on the 
Industrial Schools ; a subject which the mral magistrates 
appear to have taken into their hands, and must therefore be 
answerable for the results, 

On Thursday nearly the whole sitting was occupied by 
debate on the sum to be voted for the map of Scotland. My 
impression was, that the govemment had begun on the scale 
of one inch to a mile, of six inches, and of twenty-five, and did 
not know which to go on with. It is difficult to see what claim 
there is for the expenditure of public money on these enor- 
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mouB scales. It was stated that the scale of one inch to a 
mile would cost ^300,000, and the scale of six inches would 
cost ^800,000, and of course the scale of twenty-five inches 
would cost more still. What interest the tax-payers have, in 
eveiy landlord seeing his pigeon-cote in a map, it is difficult 
to say. If he wants it, whj should not he pay for it himself ? 
To an enemy such maps are very valuable. In France in 1814» 
I remember having a roving comniission from the general of 
cavalryy to be always in the advance with a party of dragoons, 
and by hook or by crook get possession of Cassini's'map of 
the department. 

On division the govemment was in a minority of ten, the 
votes for reducing the amount being 172 against 162. 

On Friday the most interesting matter was a bye debate 
which arose on a motion by Lord Claud Hamilton, on the 
destruction of Greytown by the Americans. Greytown was 
Cantou on a smaller scale ; and oui* government trucks one 
against the other. Englishinen were TOmbarded in Greytown, 
and their houses and property destroyed ; biit the government 
has disco vered, on looking into the secrets of international law, 
that there is no power of interference for Englishmen, when 
they are bombarded alon^ with anybody else. To make it 
sinful to bombard an En^ishman, he must be bombarded by 
himself; if there are people of any other country with him, 
he may be bombarded at discretion. The thing is what in 
the language of the turf is called a seU, Make no objection to 
what we are going to do in China, and we will ask no questions 
about bombarding Englishmen in Greytown. International 
law is to be a nonentity on both sides ; and there will be none, 
unless your Foreign Affairs Committees can make some. 

Lord John Bussell took occasion to make a noble stand 
against the Chinese atrocity. When that asa that calls itself 
the British liou comes to its senses, Lord John Bussell wiljl be 
the man who will set things on their legs again, after aU. 

A curious case not entirely without connexion with what 
has preceded, was on the question a few nights ago, of the 
Soimd Dues. The American govemment, which ostentatiously 
rejects everything established under the colour of Inter- 
national law, signifíed that it would not pay the duties levied 
by Denmai*k according to existing treaties with the European 
powers, on vessels passing through the Sound ; — duties derived 
from the times when Denmark was the great maritime power, 
and settled by gradual and universal consente on much the same 
principies a^i the Duke of Norfolk'a estate. Wbereupon the 
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more honest European govemments, to avoid a oollision with 
the filibuster power, buy np Deninark^s claims, with an un- 
derstanding that Ámerica's share is to be paid for in the 
smoke. lu other words, tbey agree to pay America*8 share 
among them. 

On Mondaj the 22nd the circumstance of most interest, 
was the acceptance by the govemment, of the amendments 
proposed in the Oaths Bill. There would be impropriety in 
a Jew'8 being Archbishop of Canterbury ; but I do not see why 
he should not be prime minister, if Christians thought him 
better than his neighbours. On the whole, however, it is 
probable the govemment did right. 

On Tuesday much debate on Metropolitan parishes ; when a 
successful stand, for the time, was made against the principie 
of gi ving public money for local improvemen ts. A n interesting 
point in the parliamentaiy papers last issned, was the cool 
intimation of the author and inventor of the war in China, 
that he wanted £10,000 for fortifying hlmself in Hong KoDg, 
and it was only necessary to put it in the bill against the 
Imperial Treasury of China. To say nothiDg of the selling of 
the bear's skin before the bear was killed, which any sensible 
diplomatist would have avoided, the proposal amounts to 
asking us to spend a million (it may be) more in war, and then 
we shall have a chance of gettiog our £10,000. Fancy a 
Bussian agent, of his own head to have got up a war in the 
Humber with a view to selling alcoholic flaids, and proposing 
to his govemment to fortify Sunk Island and charge it to the 
English Treasury. These are the scrapes a govemment gets 
into, when it sets up the principie that every official, however 
weak or wicked, must have the privilege of making war as 
snits his interest, and be supported in his pranks. 

Yours, &c. 

25 June, 1857. 



Third rbadinq CP Oaths "Bill. — Indian Mutint.— Ballot. 

III. 

On Wednesday 24 June, interminable debates and divi- 
sions on the Judgments Execution Bill ; which is to render 
Judgments or Decreets obtained in certain Courts in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland respectively, eífectnal in any other part 
of the United Kingdom. 
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Ân attempt was made to defeat the Bill on Scientific and 
Xiterary Societies ; which was unsuccessful, by 100 votes 
against 76. 

On Thursday was the third reading of the Oaths Bill. The 
mover of the opposition, as it appeared to me, rested his 
argument on the Queen^s i-eigning " by the Grace of God ;" 
and the seconder impugned what he caUed modem liberalism, 
on the ground (if I heard him without mistake) that a maga- 
zine had been put into his hands, in which Christians were 
invited to beg of Christ to intercede for the devil. The 
Third Beading was carried by 291 against 168. The division 
on the previous occasion was 341 againt 201. So that to- 
night the Ayes were in greater proportion to the Noes than 
before. 

On Friday, debates in Committee on the Fraudulent Trus- 
tees Bill ; in which many of the lawyers seemed determined 
only to darken counsel. The main argument against the Bill 
was, that fraudulent trustees must not be punished, because 
men will not accept trusteeships if they may be punished for 
being fraudulent trnstees. The answer to which may be held 
to be, that men will accept trusteeships as they do now ; — 
when they cannot help it. At the same time I doubt in my 
own mind, whether this Bill will catch many fraudulent trus- 
tees. Niue-tenths of the cases of trustees who make away 
with the property, as you well know without being lawyers, 
arise from men employing the property of their wards in 
their own business, and losing ali by bankruptcy. Is this to 
be a fraudulent trusteeship ? The man will vow that he 
intended to pay his ward with five per cent. if he had not 
been nnlucky. I doubt whether the Bill as proposed will 
touch, or is meant to touch, a case of this kind. And yet it 
is the case which most wants remedy. The way to which 
would seem to bej to let it be clearly declared that every 
trustee, exoept where he has authority from the testator, is to 
place ali moneys coming into his hands, in the public funda 
or other specified modes, and that the failure to do so, succesa 
or no success, shall be a misdemeanour. 

The lawyers aU harp upon the fact, that money applied to 
a man*s use in his business, is a simple debt But why is it 
a simple debt ? The lawyers can never distinguish between 
law as it is, and as it ought to be. 

On Monday the subject of the Indian mutiny was moved 
by Mr. D*Israeli, and the answer of the govemment given. 
Nothing on aU sides of the House but *^£lood/ Bloodr* 
Shed b£>od enongh, and look for reasons afterwards. In iact 
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it was the continuation oi the bratal policy in Cliiiia, by which 
ovar blood and treasure (for cyur blo<yd and aw treasure go to 
pay for it) are lavislied to uphold the principie that no offidal 
shall be tried by the rule of policy or Tirine for his actions, 
but ali malpractices and misconducts shall be smothered by 
the exercise of brute force at our expense. On the present 
occasion, yoa are to be exhilarated with the yiew, that four- 
teen thouaand men are on the way to solder with alanghter 
what must have been the misdoings of somebody> for Buch 
things do not come of themselves. 

As knowing me to have some personal aoqnaintanoe with 
the subject, yoiup readers will perhaps give me their attention. 
The English govemment in índia dates fi-om nearly as long^ 
ago as the cessation of civil turmoil in Scotland ; and, as 
there, people have grown up in quiet acknowledgment of a 
state 01 things which on the whole was better than they had 
before. The inhabitants of índia in general, have a special 
tum for military service ; which in fact seems wonderfully 
suited to man's fallen nature everywhere. And inasmuch as 
the military service of the Anglo-Indian govemment ia better 
and more aecnrely rewarded than that of the native powers, 
there is an almost unlimited faculty of raising native troops 
by voluntary enlistment. 

But there is one point which stands in the forefront of ali 
engagements of this nature. The grand stipulation with the 
Indian soldier, which no more needs specifying than the 
English recruit needs specify that some disgraceful operation 
shall not be performed on him after the manner of cattle, ia 
that he shall not be subjected to breaches of his religion or 
to ceremonial poUution. It may be ali very foolish and beneath 
the consideration of Englishmen ; but it is in spirit the self- 
same thing as took the ** three chiídren" into the fiery furnace, 
oras the lauded martyrs of the Apocrypha and of the Theban 
Legion went to death to maintain. The things objected to, 
are to a great extent the same. But, says a statesman of the 
índia House, *^ men'a religion sits loosely on them everywhere. 
It is nonsense to say that men will go to death to avoid con- 
taet with hog^s flesh when their betters wish it. There is 
«omething else, another motive.'* Did the men of old reason 
thus ? And have not the present men the knowledge and 
substantial certainty, thát if they fali only under siutpicion, 
they will be treated as outcastai Does not the sepoy, for 
instance, know, that if he be but suspected of hog^s lard inan 
infinitesimal degree, the wife or wives of his bosom will not 
oome near him f The man mnst be both a traitor and a f<x>l, 
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who wonld enter on a quarrel of this kind, for the pleasnre of 
puttmg it dowzL again. 

And see how the thine is carried out. Eighty-five nativa 
aoldiers, good and faithfulmen most likelj, and ready at any 
time to expose their lives in tbe canse to which they have 
engaged themselves, declare they casnot and will not handle 
a cartridge which they have been told savours of the swine. 
The position is llke that of Christian soldiers nnder the 
Boman Emperors, stating their perfect readiness to serve 
Êdthfolly, only do not give them rations that have been 
offered to idola. Eighty*âve such men refnse their rations. 
For which they are, — I copy words before me, — " severally 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment varying irom five to 
ten years.*^ What wonld have been the consequence, bnt 
that the eighty-fíve wonld have been honoured asmartyrs by 
their co-religionists, and at this moment Puseyite dergy* 
men wonld have been observing their vigils 1 

Bnt there was one point in the debate which struck me with 
shame and horror, and I felt bonnd to reserve my judgment 
till I knew whether the evidence of other men's ears agreed 
with my own. The expouent of the government said with a 
tone of regret, that in consequence of the leaving of the mail, 
he conld not state '' that Delhi," the ancient capital of Hin- 
dostan, '* had been razed to the ground." The Times has 
interpolated the words ^ the fort of." AU the other papers 
ffive the other report ; and two of them add " murmurs." I 
did not hear the mnrmnrs ; bnt it shows what was in the 
mind of the repórter. And I proffer my evidence, to the 
extent that I may be held in law to be capable of giving it, 
that the interpolation of the Times is contrary to the fact, 
and onght to be remembered to ali time as a measnre of the 
oonfidence to be bestowed in a like case. 

Fancy that when the Bomans held sway in England, there 
had been a military sedition, than which nothing conld be 
more likely, and the resisting parties had retired on Augusta 
or Eboracum ; and a Boman Agrícola, heathen thongh he be, 
standing np in the Senate, if Senate there was, and saying 
with an air of regret, that he conld not state that the city in 

ânestion had been "razed to the ground." Wonld you not 
tiink npon ^ Nineveh, that great city !'* A hundred and 
fifty-two thousand souls were in "the ancient capital of 
Hindostan*' in 1853, and a British minister grieves over his 
inability to state that it has been razed to the ground for a 
qnarrel about hog'8 lard. 
The trnth is, we are govemed by little men, who abuse and 
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disgrace us ; — men below the average of the worWs ralers, 
because the wo]!ld's rulers have generally fallen in with a 
wiser world than our English, stupid adorers of blood and 
violence, and ever ready to sacrifíce the great interests of the 
conntry for the gi*atifícations familiar to mediocre minds. 
We have had enough and too much. In China their official 
has manufactured us a war under circumstances odious to 
honest men and revolting to gentlemen. And on the back of 
this, we have a howl for the massacre of our own soldiers in 
índia, and are congratulated on having fourteen thousand 
men to send to do it. Is it not time that somebodj should 
say, " Descendas, camifex /" 

Nothing is more common than to deny that the Indian 
soldiery have any reason for believing there is a disposition to 
break the compact under which they enlisted, to wit that they 
should be let alone in their religion. Hear what the Chair- 
man of the Court of Directors says in the House of Commons 
on the llth of June, 1857. ** He had no doubt whatever in 
his own mind that Providence had been pleased to place the 
magnificent empire of índia in our hands in order that in 
due time we might be the instruments of converting the 
inhabitants to Christianity. He believed that the combined 
effects of good government, good education, and the labours 
of those excellent men to whom reference had been made, 
would be the gradual abolition of Hindooism." (TimeSy 12 
June, 1857). What is this but saying aloud, that government, 
educatioD, and the labours alluded to, are ali directed to the 
abolition of Hindooism ? 

Imagine that some of the European kingdoms had fallen 
into the power of the Mohammedans, as they would have 
done if Charles Martel had failed at Tours, and that the 
Christian inhabitants were quaking under ali kinds of appre- 
hensions that they were in some way or other to end with 
being made Mohammedans. And imagine that at a time 
when these fears had embodied themselvesin action, the Mufti 
of Muftis was heard standing up in his place in the Divan, 
and declariíig that he had no doubt it was the design of 
Providence that the conquered countries should be converted 
to his faith. The question would not be whether this was a 
very proper ereed for a good Mohammedan ; but whether it 
was prudent, wise, or humane to make snch declarations, 
where peace might otherwise have been preserved. There is 
no secret abont the meaning of snch declarations ; they are 
the theory of " manifest destiny," which is American for 
robbery, Those who visit the Exhibition of the Eoyal 
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Academy, may see " manifest destiny" looking in at a 
stage-coach window. ^ Manifest destiny" ruled the roast 
on Hounslow Heath, till he was put down by the horse 
patrole. 

It is very likely that nothing was intended by tbis but to 
say something conciliatory to a powerful interest. But there 
is not the less question of the policy, of putting it out to be 
translated, perhaps through the Russian, into the words of 
ali nations and languages and tongues in the East, for the 
chance of making surety doubly sure in the minds of the 
Indian popxilation. 

On Tuesday 30 June, in the morning sitting, the Bill to 
consolidate and amend the La ws relating to Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency in Ireland, of 408 clauses, was carried on in Com- 
mittee with seven members present. 

In the evening sitting, Mr. Berkeley moved for leave to 
bring in a Bill for the introduction of the Ballot. He and 
his seconder were heard with impatience. The replies of the 
opponents were of the smallest possible calibre, and should 
be fodder for the Ballot Societies to make mirth of, for the 
next twelvemonth. The advocates of the Ballot in general, 
were not allowed to be heard. The country should fali back 
upon the lesson it had in the case of the Corn La ws. The 
Mouse of Commons is a court of register, not a place for 
argument. It is in the comitia, as the ancients would 
have expressed it, or assemblies of the people, that the argu- 
ments must be stated ; and then the other wiíl register. Of 
which more hereafter. 

It is a curious coincidence, that the proportion of the Ayes 
to the Noes, 189 to 257, was the same to a unit, as in the 
division of 1856, which was 111 to 161. As those gifted with 
the Bule of Three can tell. 

Yours, &c. 

1 Juíy, 1857. 
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Objxctions of the Adversart to Mr. Berkelet^s Motion 
ON THE Ballot. — Persian War. 

IV. 

It will be enongh to state a few of the prominent heads of 
the arguments against Mr. Berkeley^s motion. 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer^s wai*-borse was, th&t tb9 
Ballot in America was not secret voting ; for the AsamoMaii. 
contrived that it should not be secret. 

I remember in 1814 travelling across France witb a RoBsiaii, 
wbo teased tbe inn-keepers everjwhere by exclaiming in very 
bad French, " We asked for coffee, and not for chicory.** 

So, we asked for secret votinff, and not for tbe Amerioan 
ballot which it seems " is not it." 

A constant and purposed puzzle was kept up, on what was 
denominated '' compulaory secrecy." I see tais so well ex- 
posed in the Daily News of 2 Julj, that it is scarcely prac- 
ticable to add to it. When the aristocrats ballot in their 
dubs, — when votes are given at the índia House and Boyal 
Society by ballot, — is it compulsory secrecy or not ? Every- 
body knows that the facts are these. The final voting ia 
secret in form, but every man is at liberty to canvass and to 
talk about bis vote, in short to do anything he likes ezcept 
deliver bis vote otherwise tban secretly. And the conse- 
quence is, that every man wbo chooses, can vote quietly 
without questions asked by anybody. Which is just what 
tbe aristocrats want for themselves, and want to keep froia 
other people. 

On Wednesday 1 July, the Medicai Bill introduced by 
Mr. Headlam wa^ read a first time by a large majority. 

I have a letter this day from an Association near Dewsbury^ 
asking whether £19,150 have been voted for Chinese beads^ 
and desiring to know whether they were the beads of men, 
women, or children, — also how many they were of each, and 
bow mucb Her Majesty's ministers pay per bead, and by 
what manner of death these were made to die. AÍi extract 
from a newspaper transmitted at the same time, intimates a 
desire to know whether they were made to leap overboard, 
or were turned adrift in vessels without oars ; surmises which 
will probably turn out to be exaggerated. But when a nation 
puts off civilization, and allows itself to be carried back to 
the habits of savage life, it is impossible to say howfar things 
may have gone. And these are the men wbo say to Yeh, 
" I am holier tban thou." 

That this sum was voted and paid for Chinese beads, is 
true enough ; and I remember making some stand against it, 
beginning witb " I do not believe in pirates." But nobody 
Bupported, and in fact everybody seemed to believe it was 
▼ery cood fun. Professor Stowe (tbe husband of the cele- 
bratea authoress) hopes the Almighty will deal gently with 
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the doen of sach things. As a "«reak brother, I am afraid I 
do not altogether go his length. 

On Thnrsday an effort was made to control tbe expendi- 
ture on pictares of doubtfnl value. Honourable gentlemen 
spend a great deal of money on their own likings ; but it is 
better than that it should go for Cbinamen's heads. The 
minister said he had just oome from Manchester, where a 
hundred thousand pounds had been ezpended on pictnres ; 
and therefore it was a shame the House of Commons should 
haggle for six thoasand. I note one difference ;— that at 
Manchester men spent their own money, the House of 
Commons spends other people's. 

On Friday a debate in Committee, on harbours ; and it 
was determined that Holyhead is the nearest point of the 
United Kingdom to America. It would be curious to know, 
whojobs? 

Mbnday the 6th was occupied in Committee with tbe Pro- 
bates Bill. The liberty of going to London or the country at 
discretion, for ali amounts, was carried twice ; the last time 
by a majority of two. 

On Tuesday, engaged in Committee on the Burlai Acts 
Amendment Bill. It is pity that at this time of day there 
should be mention in an Act of Parliament of such obsoleto 
fishings for quarrel, as ** consecrated and unconsecrated 
ground." Why is there no talk of consecrating bells ? How- 
ever, there was no appearance of a desire to exasperate 
anything ; but rather the contrary. A proposal was made, 
for making graves single. The reason against it appeared to 
be, that burial-grounds would eat up the laud, or so much of 
it that quantities would revert to every-day uses, and so ex- 
posures take place. 

In the evening, debate on Mr. Eoebuck's motion, for doing 
away with the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. When there is 
so much mischief going on in other quarters, men saw no 
polícy in attacking the well-behaved. And so the Previous 
Question was carried by more than two to one. 

On Wednesday the Chancellor of theExchequerannounced 
tbat he must have £5W)^0QO instead of £260,000 for the 
Persian war, and continue the taxes on tea and sugar for two 
years. So you will find Mrs. Hashem at the bottom of your 
tea-cups. But you cannot have both the pleasure of fighting, 
and of having sugar in your tea. At the same time the war 
in Pérsia can hardly be classed with the brutality at Canton 
or the foUy in índia. It arose out of a not unnatural iealousy 
of at some time Bussian interference ; aided by the habit in 
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which agents are encouraged, of getting up ali kinds of cbarges 
against tbreigners. If it were asked what a British agent in 
foreign parta is paid for, it would not be far wrong to say, it 
was lor doing what an Irishman is said to do, when he draga 
his great-coat through a fair in hope somebodj will tread on 
it, and cries " Three o'clock and no íight !'* 

Yours, &c. 
9 July, 1857. 
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Rboium Donum. — CosT OF THB Massacrb op Canton, &C. 

TO BE LEVIED ON THE WORKINa ClASSES. — PbOFEBTT OF 

Married Women, 

On Thursday 9 July, engaged in Committee on Fraudulent 
Trustees Bill ; and on Friday on Probates Bill. On the last 
occasion, the House with some trouble was convinced that 
"Wakefield is nearer the centre of the "West Eiding than 
York. 

On Monday 13 July, there was a very respectable mi- 
nority against the Regium Donum ; the opposition to it being 
one of the forms taken by the unpopularity into which the 
Established Chnrch has brought itself. What is to be done 
with a Church, which on one hand quarrels about burying 
Dissenters as may be done with Protestants at Toledo, and 
on the other hand displays its longings to get back to the 
Papacy ? 

The news from índia, as given in the daily papers, was 
retailed by the prime minister to the House of Commons. The 
one grand principie of govemment in ali directions, is that no 
allusion shall ever be made to the origin of evils. Fancy that 
one of your factories was on fíre, and that the first demand of 
the owners was that nobody should ask, how the fire carne, 
where it began, which of the partners íit the match, what 
chance there is of preventing him from firiug the remainder, 
what is the reason the workpeople will not help, whether 
anything could be done now to diminish their causes of dis- 
satisfaction, and whether the leading partner of ali is not going 
about assuring them that they are to be infallibly circumcise(^ 
or in some way or other handled in the way they think most 
personally intolerable. And suppose that by way of further 
demonstrating their genius, the owners were setting a sixth or 
an eighth of their workpeople to massacre the rest, trasting to 
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their being the most able-bodied portion, or the best masters 
of their weapons. If Bradford by itself did so, woiild you not 
say Bradford had gone mad ] Why should Bradford do it, 
in conjunction with other people ? 

Among the parliament^y papers last transmitted to your 
Foreign Affalrs Committee, are notices of ^500,000 to be 
raised for carryiog one foolish man under a canopy into Canton, 
and the same for carrying another into Pérsia. And we are 
informed in what manner the money is to be raised. It is to 
be levied on the working classes ; or at ali events in the 
manner which takes the most out of the working classes, and 
the least out of the possessors of property. It may or may 
not have occurred to the working classes in your ueighbour- 
hood, that there are two modes of levying taxes, between which 
the favoured classes may be ridden on the snaffle, and the 
working classes on the curb. And these go under the denomi- 
natiou of direct and indirect taxation. Direct taxation is when 
a mau is told to pay a certaiu sum, in proportion to his wealth 
or by some other law. Indirect taxation is when a tax is laid 
on the consumption of an arlicle, and a man may consume it 
or not as he likes. Hence if a goyernment was auxious to 
take the greatest possible quantity out of the working classes 
and the least out of the others, it would lay the whole upon in- 
direct taxation, as in the actual instance the million for carry- 
ing foolish men under canopies is laid on your sugar and tea. 
For in the first place, the man of £5000 a year cannot eat fifty 
times as much sugar, nor driuk âfty times as much tea, as the 
man of £100 a year. And in the next, there is a trick which 
some of our friends perhaps have not dreamed of, which is to 
levy two, three, four, and I believe up to eleven times as 
much upon the working classes, by simply laying the tax by 
weight and not by value. The instance in which it goes to 
eleven times, is, or used to be, tobacco. The tax on the poor 
man's shag and the dandy's cigar, is, or used to be, the same 
per pound. Consequently as the price of one is eleven times 
the other, the poor man who spends a shiUing on tobacco pays 
eleven times as much in tax, as the dandy who spends the 
same. But the thing is not confíned to tobacco ; it extenda 
to everything that is capable of it, and notably to tea. The 
wa8herwoman's tea pays, or used to pay, the same per pound 
as the duchess's ; and the difiTerence in price you may leam 
for asking. The invention, on the other hand, which goes to 
raise money from the wealthy in proportion to their wealth, 
is what goes by the names of Property Tax or Income Tax ; 
for they are in principie the same, except so far as a shuffle is 
carríed on between them to evade the abhorred thing, whicli 
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ía payment. And here please to note, that levying any ima- 

finable qaantity of the public revenue by direct taxatíon or 
neome Tax, has not of itself the smallest tendency to remedy 
the injustice of what is levied in the other way. It only aays, 
you shall be unjustly treated on one half of the taxation, and 
on the other we will play yoa fair. So if you believe 
enough has been eaid to pnt your readers upon thinking, -we 
i;rill leave the subject of the Income Tax to another oppor^ 
tunity, and in the mean time long life to the Foreign ÂmãTB 
Committees, as being the rising-up of the good sense and 
morality of the industrious classes, against the iniquities of 
their neighbours. 

In the midst of ali that is going on, the goremment think 
it a time for puUing down their old offices and bnlMing new 
ones, to the great delight of members with architectural pro- 
pensities ; and a Bill is introduced, which thongh for the 
present it keeps estimates out of sight, it is intimated will be 
attended with an expenditure of five millions, to be levied 
like the rest, on the working classes if they can. With three 
wars to account for, and three more as soon as their agents 
can make them, had they not better settle their bills for 
gunpowder ? It ali looks like nothing but insanity ; and 
must continue till the sane men show themselves. We have 
heard of a man losing three kingdoms for a mass. Here are 
men losing an Empire for hog's lard, and burying their 
recoUections in lath and plaster. 

On Tuesday a step was taken towards the abolition of 
Grand Juiies, by their abolition in the metropolitan districts. 
Of which you and I shall feel the effects, if evil times should 
reoúr like those the old among us have witnessed. Instead of 
having the chance of the bill against us being thrown out by 
the Grand Jury, we are to be referred to a police-magistrate 
appointed during pleasure by the govemment. So it is, that 
men in fine weather throw away their storm-sails, and heave 
overboard their pump-machinery. Two lawyers — ^always 
thank Heaven for a good lawyer, — Bowyer for Dundalk, and 
Ayrton for Tower Hamlets, — made a stout defence. But the 
division was carried against them by 187 to 80. 

During the debate on the Metropolitan Grand Juries, two 
members behind me were talking, and I heard, " We must 
support the govemment, or there may be another BissolutionJ* 
Store this up, for future reference. 

On Wednesday the Bill to amend the law in respect of the 
Property of Married Women, was carried to the Second 
Beading by a great majority. In Committee on the Bill to 
amend the law on the subject of the exemption of Scientific and 
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Literary Societies from Fárochial Bates, bj the interfíMre&oA 
of th« government the word " edaeation '* vas thrown oat by 
a large majority. The word '' Fine " was introduced before 
^ Arte," by a majority of one. Parishes might pay for the 
snperfine ; though not for edncation. And finally the word 
•* exoii»ÍYe]y " was inserted after ** Fine Arte " by a large 
majority ; which defeated the purpose of the Bill, and it wá« 
consequently withdrawn. 

Yours, Ac. 
\Ô Jidy, 1857. 

Pxabia,Ini>ia, and CmsA* — Oaíhb Bill. — Arfmtn to bueak 

DOWN BrITISH LaW BT a QUIBBLB AT HoNG KoHQ. 

VI. 

Ou Thursday 17 July, the most important debate which 
has yet taken place in this parliament, was on Mr. Boebuck'8 
motion for censure on ine government on account of the 
Persian war. 

The goyernment dechired their right to go to war when 
they liked and how they liked, and oring in the bíll afber- 
wards. And, with the exception of a small minority, the 
House allowed this to pass, under a feeble show of stipulation 
that it was not to be done again till next time. And as this 
wafi accompanied by the vigorous rejection of the notion that 
anybody could object to pay the bill, there was on the whole 
laid down as pretty a precedent as under the circurnstaoces 
could reasonably be desired. 

A curious case which came out by the admissions of the 
government, and of which our friends like myself may have 
Eeard a rumour, though it was not a thing to be beMeved 
without coníirmation, was, thatbetter terms might have been 
obtained before the war and without the war, than were 
obtained afterwards. In addition to which, insolent and un- 
statesmanlike demands were made upon the Peraian govern- 
ment, which happily for the honour of England it was found 
impossible to persist in ; and after ali, the probability is that 
the war might have been prevented, iÇ as was Lord John 
Kusseirs expression, " it had not been for the trumpery 
quarrel got up by our mission.^ A war therefore has been 
made for sport, and you are saddled with a million in payment, 
with no earthly object but to gratify the mission at Teheran 
in their " trumpery quarrel." Add,to which more millions in 
China^ inourred in support of what is now known, and was 

c 
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alwayB known, to be what is denominated a " trade lie ;'* a 
falsenood got up and backed by a massacre, for no object but 
forcing certain receipts into the pockets of opium-smugglers. 
Snrely your condition is blessed ; and yoa can only wait for 
time to mend it. Your rulers bave no idea of doing any- 
tbing but by blood and spending your money ; and you must 
endure till the nation, which they say supports them, is gorged 
with the conseqaences. 

The mover was violently attacked, on the supposition that 
he had intimated that índia was in danger. You see how it 
is required of us, to lay down common sense at the door. Here 
is one half an army employed in massacring the other half, 
and it is to be a crime to say that such an army is in no state 
of safety. 

The govemment defended themselves with bad logic and 
worse wit. Lord John Kussell, though in some directions 
unaccountably feeble and below the occasion, shone by com- 
parison, as one who in the main is on the right side may 
always do. We cannot make a man to suit ourselves at ali 
points ; but we can fínd out that one man would suit us a 
great deal better than another. On division forty were found 
who would not bow the knee. A fortunate consequence of 
the moveras determination to go to a division ; and what may 
lead to more hereafter. 

On Friday the debate on the transactions in Pérsia, índia, 
and China, was renewed on occasion of the bills presented 
for those several foUies and atrocities. Mr. Gladstone was 
out-spoken on the subject of China. He adverted with strong 
approbation to Lord John KusselUs designation of the pro- 
ceedings there as "flagitious acts ;" and he ventilated the 
fact, notorious he said to ali the British residents on the spot, 
that in the trumped-up story of the lorcha, there was no truth 
in there being any British flag at ali. By such gross fabrica- 
tions of felons in opium, are you robbed of your money, and the 
country of its honour. The truth is coming out by degrees, 
and gathering about the guilty. But is the precedent to be 
laid down for ali eternity, that there is to be no punishment 
for the authors of such mischiefs 1 

The House was kept dividing till half-past four in the 
morning, on motions for adjournment, with two to one against 
them, with a view to hinder the introduction of a Bill by 
Lord John Bussell, to amend the Act 1 & 2 Vic. c. 105 for 
rempving doubts as to the validity of certain Oaths. The Act 
directs that every one whatsoever shall be sworn in the 
mannerbindingon his conscience ; and the object is to extend 
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thifl distinctlj to oaths before the House of Commons. At 
the same time the mover intimated unmiatakeably, that he 
believed the House of Commons had full power to do it by 
itself as in the case of Mr. Pease, and that he onlj did the 
present for civility. His tone altogether was that of a man 
who intends to do something, and it is Tery likely something 
"will be done. 

On Monday 20 July, vigorous onslaughts were made on 
the govemment upon the China question ; conducted by Sir 
John Pakington so di^tinguishea by his noble bearing on the 
Oaths Bill, and Lord Claud Hamilton well known in the 
debates of this and preceding parliaments. Public feeling is 
evidently gathering ; and will end by confirming the ancient 
adage, that "the mill-stones of the Gods grind slow, but 
grind small." Attempt was made to represent the whole as a 
personal attack upon the AdmiraL Which was artistically 
put aside, by declaring the Admirai was not responsible. To 
use a military phrase, the assailants refused a wing, upon this 
question of the Admirai. An important circumstance pointed 
at, though in the obscurity which hangs over everything it is 
not practicable at once to know ali about it, is that a demaud 
for nve thousand men was sent from China to índia. Did 
this arrive in time to act upon the discontented there, and is 
there any improbability in its being represented to them as 
twerUy thousand ? Such are the dangers which environ the 
bloody and the violent man. 

On Tuesday the debate on the Oaths Bill was taken up 
again, being introduced by a speech of extraordinary gravity 
and power from Lord John Bussell. The Bill was in the end 
ordered to be brought in, by a majority of 246 to 154. 

On Wednesday 22 July the Tenant Bight (Ireland) Bill 
was withdrawn ; with an understanding that it will be pro> 
duced again next session. 

I see the author of ali the mischief in China, is endeavouring 
to inflict further dishonour on his country by bringing the 
unfortunate baker, whom even a Hong Kong jury has ac- 
quitted, a second time to trial under a quibble, for what is 
virtually the same offence ; and that the government has 
been wicked enough to give him discretionary ordera, which, 
unless neutralizedby aprivate hint, ia like giving discretionary 
orders to a ferret in a rabbit-warren. The government estab- 
lishes a rule cut and dried, by which any man it is desired 
judicially to murder, may in a future case be put to death. 
The recipe is, to charge him with an act affecting a number of 
persons ; as, for instance, with having been engaged in an 

c 2 
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hSnj where a nnmber of peojple were wounded. Try him 
for the wounding of A. B. and C. ; and if the jtiry acquit him, 
tr^ him again for the wounding of D. E. and F. ; and so on till 
a jurj is foiínd to convict. Úpon what meat does the man 
feed, who is thus to puU down our notions of public and mmii- 
dpal IsLW one after another, and be on ali points the standard- 
bearer to our shame 1 If he executes his last design, I hope 
he will be han^ed. And the question will come very oppor- 
tunely before the country, when its attention has jnst been 
directed to the humanity of our law, by the issue of the 
celebrated case in Scotland. The Farliamentary dooume&ts 
on the subject are forwarded for your Foreign ÂíkÁxb 
Committee. 

Yours, &c. 
24Jíwfw,1857. 

Marriage akd Divorcb. — Debate oh lKDiA.--MiLírAAf 

Education. 

VII. 

On Thursdaj 23 July the debate on the Superannuation Act 
Amendment Éill was continued in the morning sitting, till 
the arrival of the fated moment, ten minutes before four, 
broke the thread of the orator between the nominative case 
and the verb. In the evening, long discussion on the decora- 
tions given to officers ; a subject which it might have been 
supposed a government was competent to manage withottt 
rebuke. 

On Friday long debate on the Bill which is come from the 
Lords on the subject of Marriage and Divoree. The object 
of the opponents is to defeat it by delay. The grand point of 
contest is the permission to parties divorced for adultery, to 
marry again. A petition against it is announced from six 
thousand of the clergy ; and there has been sent to me, aâ I 
guppose to other members, a printed document with names 
approaching to five thousand. Those who take an intelligent 
interest in the Established Church, will be grieved to see so 
many names attached, to what, barring carelessness or igno- 
rance, must be set down as designed misrepresentation. The 
clergy know as well as you and I, that the authority to which 
they refer as prohibiting marriage after divoree, makes a 
special exception in the case of adultery. And this they con- 
ceal and deny, for the sake, it must be supposed, of imposing 
upon us laity. And as this is not the only case where they 
attempt the same kind of thing, it is of the more importance 
that we should look into the details. 
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In the reporta of Matthew (v. 32, and zix. 9), the rnle 
reoorded ia that whoever shall put away his wife, saving for 
ihc cause of unckodtiti/, oommits adultery, and causes Uer to 
coBimit aaulteiy, — that is to say on her maiTyÍDg again, 
(which according to the custcms of the oountry conoerned, 
flhe would immediately do) ; and whoaoever shall marry her 
thji^t is divorced, commits adultery. The reason for both these 
eyidently being, that the original bond remains unbrokeo. 
£ut if the bond be broken, as it is declared to be upou un- 
chastity, ali the consequences fali aJong with it. Fut the 
case to any peraon exoept a theologian. The French have a 
proverb, which it ia not our fault if theologiana labour to 
deaerve. 

Bttt there are other reporta on the aame aubject (Mark x. 
11, 12 ; Luke xvL 18,) in which the exception ia altogether 
miased out. Are we then to copy the argument of the witneaa, 
who reaisted the evidence of one man who did aee him, by 
offering to find another who did not ? For to this dilemma 
we are reduced. If ali the reportara are to be maintained as 
honest and well-meaning, we must receive what one of them 
did hear, in preference to what the othera failed to notice. It 
would be 80 in any of the concema of common life. What 
pity that six thouaand men of learniog and respeotability, 
ahould put their handa to an evident miai^epreaentation of the 
tamth. Who, do they think, is to trust them another time 1 

AU this is independent of any queation whether a precept 
delivered in one age and country ia neceasarily of validity in 
every other age and country. It ia independent of any 

ãuestion whether a precept directed to cbeck the practice of 
ivorce where men were divorcing their wivea with aa little 
oeremony aa they would giye a written diacharge to a servant, 
is binding to the letter in a country where no auch practicea 
prevail. It ia a aimple queation of veracioua quotation ; and 
the verdict of gentle and aimple will be againat the aix 
tiiousand. It ia dangeroua to ahuffle, when every labouring 
man haa the book referred to in hia hand. Like the tempter 
on the Mount, they miaa out worda. It ia a prieatly fraud ; 
and the laity ought not to atand it. The anawer in ali theae 
oaaes should be, '^ Search the Scripturea.*' As our &thera did, 
80 wiU we. 

On Monday 27 July was the promiaed debate on índia. 
The object of ali partiea waa to conceal the fact, that the preaent 
danger in índia, though there miffht be other eo«operating 
eaoses, waa brought to a point by uie non-obaenrance, either 
throogh isareleasneas or design, of the atipulation implied in 
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the engagement of the Indian recruit, that he was not to be 
imperilled in his religious caste. Much false eloquence, and 
some ingenuity, were expended in mnsteríngthevaríousother 
ways in which the British mie might have been made un- 
popular. The annexation of native sovereignties, the per- 
mission to widows to many, and the con^egation of fifty 
Indian yonng ladies for education after the European model, 
were ali paraded with minute particularity. But the moment 
the orators came to the quarrel with the Native army, there 
was always a dead halt. It was clearly intended that nobody 
should venture on that forbidden ground. It was as if in the 
case of a powder-magazine which nad exploded, vivid descrip- 
tion had been given of every instance in which a cigar had 
been smoked in one comer, or chesnuts roasted in another, 
but there had been a dead stop on coming to the history of 
the man who lighted a lucifer and threw it into a powder- 
barrel. 

It is wonderful to how low a pitch eloquence has fallen in 
the House of Commons. Time was, that there were giants on 
the earth. But now, what passes for most lively, is rant, such 
as in these improved days would not be tolerated for a quarter 
of an hour by an assemblage of artisans keeping Saint Monday, 
unless it was for amusement. Out of such processes, comes 
the settlement of youraffairs and everybodVs. 

Your correspoDdent lose seven times, and hj waitíng tUl 
everybody was tired, contrived to introduce an assertion that 
there was another side that had not been heard. Which was 
received with laughs by sapient legislators. What the House 
of Commons refused to hear, I commend to the study of the 
Foreign Affairs Committees. 

The member for Huddersfield has engaged in a correspon- 
dence with me, on the subject of what I said in the House of 
Commons on China, connecting it with the Huddersfield and 
Bradford elections. As I conjectured from the beginning, his 
desire was to publish ; in aid of which desire, I recommend 
to friends to cast an eye over any newspaper in which it is 
likely to appear. 

On Tuesday, debates on the General Board of Health Bill, 
and on Military Education, with no very marked resulta. 
The army appear to be afraid of the competitive system ; their 
principal argument being, that ezamining a man in mathe- 
matics will not determine whether he is " a good fellow.*' To 
which the answer seems to be, that if there are points on 
which examination is not available, this is no reason against 
applying it where it is of use. If we buy a horse in a fair, we 
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cannot be sure of bis temper, or wbetber be may not bave 
balf-a-dozen maladies commg on, of wbicb tbe aigns are not 
apparent. But tbis does not binder na from ascertaining tbat 
be bas at ali eventa strong limbs, and ia, aa far as examination 
can eatablisb, ''a good one to go." 

A point alão on wbicb provision muat at aome time or otber 
be made, ia in opening tbe way for middle-claas men wbo 
enlist as privates, to rise, on knowledge and good conduct. 
Tbe good conduct muat be tbeirs, but tbe way to knowledge 
muat be found tbem. In tbe Artillery corpa, for example, if 
Napoleon Bonaparte or Isaac Newton bad bappened to enlist, 
I apprebend there would be no poasibility of tbeir rising to 
tbe rank of officer. And wbj sbould not tbey ; and wby 
sbould not tbere be tbe means by wbicb men witb sucb 
natural gifta sbould bave tbe opportunity of learning % Would 
tbey ram a gun tbe worse during tbeir period of apprentice- 
abip \ Ali tbia will come at aome time. 

On Wedneaday 29 July tbe aecond reading of tbe Oatbs 
Validity Act Amendment Bill (wbicb ia to admit tbe Jewa) 
was put off till Monday. Lord Jobn Bussell announced tbat 
in consequence of tbe re-election of Baron Botbschild by tbe 
City of London, tbere waa a probability of tbe Bill being dis- 

Eensed witb. Wbicb means tbat tbe House of Commons will 
e invited to omit tbe disputed form on ita own autbority, aa 
it did in tbe caae of Mr. Peaae. 

Tbe newspapera inform us tbat tbe Cbinese fleet baa been 
destroyed in two se ver e engagements, in wbicb tbe Cbinese 
fougbt tbeir guns witb unexampled constancy. But we are 
not at war witb Cbina ! 

Wbat a natio»al disgrace, tbat our blood and money sbould 
be at tbe disposal of men like tbe present. But it ia ali tbe 
Britisb lion. Wbat ia to be expected, wben a people make 
beaata of tbemaelvea by acclamation ! 

Youra, &c. 
29 Jvly, 1857. 

P.S. — July 30. — ^Tbe correapondence alluded to, ia publiahed 
in tbia day'a Times, witb tbe exception of my laat reply, wbicb 
would bave been of intereat at Bradford. 
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DSBATES OK DlYORCS AND MATRIMONIAL CaUSES BiLL. 

More on the attemft to break down Enolibh Law at 
hong kong. 

VIU. 

On Thursday 30 July, on a dause in a Scotoh Folice 
Bill, vas the extraordinarj appearance, of 68 votes on one 
aide, and notie on the other. The explanation of which to the 
unleamed will be, that on everj division there are reqnired 
to be a mover and seconder, who are made to be the countera 
or tdlers ; and in this eaae the two tellers were for throwing 
out the elause, ajid nobody else. 

In the evening gitting, long debate on the Divorce and 
Matrimonial Canses Bill, proposed for Second Eeading. The 
speedies were nearly ali on the side of the opponents of the 
Bill, and should be read by its friends as the strongest evi- 
dence on their side. The argument most insisted on, was by 
a member who avowed himself of the Bomish Church, and 
declared that the words " except for unchaatity," (in the ori- 
ginal " if not for unchastity '^j meant " / will not say any- 
thing abovt unchastity." I grieve to think how a Westminster 
or Eton boy would be whipt, who should dare to translate 
"if not *' by " I will Dot say anything about it." But you see 
what we should come to, if we did not stand np for onrselves. 
It is a contest as in times of old, between the good sense and 
leaming of the laity, and the clerical right of altering the 
meaning of words to suit a purpose. 

Another argument was advanced, which at first sight looked 
stronger ; — ^and this was, that a woman convicted of adultery, 
by the Jewish law was stoned, and theref^re, as the song 
justly says, being " dead, could not be marri-eo?." The answer 
to which is, that the English law having refused to foUow the 
Jewish in putting the adulteress to death,all that is to be done 
with her afterwards is taken into the hauds of the English 
law. " She must not be married, because the Jewish law said 
she must be put to death ;'' such is tíie argument. The 
Jewish law said a sabbath-breaker must be put to death. But 
as we do not live under that law, will anybody argue that a 
sabbath-breaker must not " be mand-ec?." 

The newspapers say " Mr. Murray has cousented to make 
his entry into Teheran without a large military escort." In 
other words, an insolent demand has been made on Pérsia, 
and abandoned. I wonder how much we have paid for trying 
the chance. There is the other foolish man at Cantoo, for 
whom we shall probably pay eight or ten-millions before it ia 
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dane with ; and ali for the obanoe of carrying him nnder a 
canopy into the presence of Yeh. This is the way our money 
goes. 

On Friday the debate was resumed on the Divoroe and 
Matrimonial Causes Bill. If any man would have been 
delighted to witness tiie straggles of the Reformation, and 
hear great talent, leaming, and eloquenoe, employed to chanee 
the plain meaning of words appealed to, into something to suit 
a foregone conclusion, — he might have enjoved that pleasure in 
liatening to the impassioned address of the member for the 
XJniversity of Oxford. He referred to three meanings of the 
word translated " fornication." It was idolatry, it was apos- 
taay, it was marriage with a foreigner ; it was something 
peiãiliar to Jewish law and not discoverable among Christians, 
it was anything but wfaat is found in the text. If the book 
aays a horse, they will say it means an ass, or a cow, or a pig, 
or anything but what is there. This is the way with theolo- 
gians. There appears something hostiie to the accurate per- 
ception of truth in the theological mind. If a reason might 
be hazarded, it would be, that starting with what logicians 
call a foregone coudusion, to wit that a certain thing is 
troe, they think that everything uttered with a view of estab- 
lishiug it, must be true also. It is as if Newton, confídent in 
the ultimate truth of his theory of Gravitation, had uttered 
ali manner of untruths by the way. The plain meaning of 
the word is unc^astity ; or if nicety must be gone into, it ' 
might be held to mean gross and habitual unchastity, or what 
would be more clearly expressed by prostitution. The appli- 
cation of it to the misconduct of unmarried persons, is seoondary 
and accidental. And the reason of its being used here, was 
{MTobably to avoid meeting the word adultery twice together. 

The winding-up of the oratoHs efforts was in the assertioo, 
that parliament is incompetent to meddle with religious 
matters. And if we ask who is oompetent, it will be found it 
is the member for the Dniversity of Oxford and his friends. 
We are at something closely resembling the struffgle at the 
BeformatioD, and which is going on witn more or Tess of tío- 
lence in almost ali the contineotal States, the struggle between 
eivii govemment aud an irresponsible priesthood. If the 
position of the member for the UniTersity is true, wfaat right 
nas parliament to pass a Toleration Act, and why is it not to 
be incontinently oedared waste paper, and every man go to 
Oxford to ask vmat his religion is to be t 

A eurious fact, if I made no mistake, came out in the debate. 
The House of Lords has a Standing Order, that no Bill for 
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declaring a marriaffe dissolved shall be introduced, without a 
clanse forbidding the marriage of the guilty parties. So the 
House of Lords complies with the Standing Order, and in- 
variahly throws otU the datise. If anybody says how shock- 
ing, that the House of Lords should go through such a form, 
— ^the answer is, that men must go to what they on the whole 
think right, how they can and when they can, and that they 
cannot always remodel and set everything in its proper place, 
like a girl arranging her tea-board. 

Another fact which carne out on agitation, is that the Bill 
contains no provision for puttlDg any force upon the clergy to 
marry parties they do not like. If there is any such force, it 
will be in the old law and not the new. Is there then any 
reasonable probability, that parties of any kind wanting to 
be married, wHl select the clergyman who does not like to do 
it ? The outcry on this point, looks like nothing but a feigned 
alarm. 

At a quarter past one in the moming the House divided in 
favour of the Second Beading by 208 against 97. 

On Monday 3 August, Lord John Bossell carried withont 
a division the appointment of a Select Committee to report 
on the Act 6 and 6 Will. IV. c. 62, by which ali bodies autho- 
rized to administer any oath, solemn affirmation, or affidavit, 
are empowered to make statutes, bye-laws, or orders, direct- 
ing the substitution of a declaration. The Committee is pro- 
posed to consist of twenty-five members named, with the 
addition of " ali the gentlemen of the long robe who are mem- 
bers of the House of Commons." This is something like 
referring the decision to the lawyers in the House. And if 
the report is in favour of Lord John's views, there can be no 
doubt it will considerably strengthen his cause, whether by 
itself decisive for his obiect or not. 

On Tuesday the members of Lord John BusselPs Committee 
were appointed without a division, after a debate the only 
effect of which was to delay. AU the old things were saia 
over again, and nothing new. The part to be kept out of 
sight, was what the Times has since declared, — that the nine 
thousand clergy have put their hands to " a downright un- 
truth." Those who might have said this, would not ; and for 
those who would, there was no chance. Never believe the 
clergy in their collective capacity. A single clergvman may 
reaa his book as it is, but a collection will read it, like witches, 
backwards way. There are now three " downright untruths" 
to which they put their hands ; viz. in what they represent as 
in their books, on Divorce, Sabbaths, and Marriage with a 
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wife's sister. On ali these, like the men who prioted a bible 
with " Thou shalt commit adultery," they leave out a " not," 
As it waa in our fathers' time, so in oura ; and we shall have 
to come to the same remedj. 

On Wednesday 5 August the Second Reading was carried, 
of a Bill *' to facilitate Leases and Sales of Settled Estates ;"* 
which the vulgar seem to believe to be a Bill for the inclosnre 
of Hampstead Heath, a proceeding which has been rejected 
in severa! successive parliaments. 

And now 1 will go back to a snbject a few days old, but not 
on that accoiint less deserving the notice of the constituent 
body. Englishmen have lived in a dream, that by English 
law a man could not be tried twice over for the same offence. 
And the reason for it is clear ; for otherwise the ruling power, 
when it wanted to destroy a man, would only have to try him 
over and over, till a jury is found to convict. A celebrated 
trial in Scotland has at this moment put the point with nn- 
nsnal prominence before the public ; and the Scotch lawyers 
think their law is beforehand with the English in its 
cleamess on this head. The time was ill chosen for trying 
to reverso English feeling on this subject ; but what may not 
come to pass, when nations doff their human character, and 
take pride in being assimilated to non-reasoning animais ? 
The govemor of Hong Kong, in addition to a war of his own 
in China, has undertaken to upset this cherished idea of Eng- 
lishmen ; and the govemment here has been ill-advised enou^ 
to give him public leave, though it has very likely given him 
a private intimation to do nothing so foolish. A Chinese has 
been tried, for a crime which nobody above an idiot believes to 
have been committed by anybody ; and though under circum- 
stances of great local exasperation, has been acquitted. The 
insano govemor or counsellors directing him, have determined 
jto try the man again, till they can get a verdict ; and here is 
the quibble. A man, it is allowed, cannot be tried twice for 
the same offence ; but he shall be tried, they say, for different 
consequences of the same offence. The charge against the 
Chinaman is, that with a shovel value tenpence, he threw 
something unwholesome into his dough. They try him for 
giving the gripes to A., B., and C, for nothing else came of 
it by their own account ; and when they fail there, they will 
try him for griping D., E., and F., and so on till they find a 
jury to convict. 

Now see how this is to come back upon you in England. 
Troublous times come, and a govemmenfs powder-magazine 
blows up, with appearances of being by design. The govem- 
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ment acciíeea the Foreign Af&irs Committee. They are tried 
for throwing a match into the magazine, wbereby carne to 
their deaths A., B., and O. ; and are acquitted. But, daya the 

foyemment, we 'will try them again for causing the deaths of 
K, £., and F., and so on till we get a conviction. Are £n^- 
li^imen prepared for this ? If not, let them look to it m 
time, and see how this exeitement under the name of the 
British lion and other trumpery devioes, goes directly, as in 
other times and countries, to place their laws and liberties at 
the mercy of every petty petting officer abroad, and govem- 
ment at home inclined to foUow his lead. Who ever mought 
that British law was to be upset by a perverted Benthamite 
at Hong Kong ? But what cannot the British lion do f 

Yours, &c. 
6 Áugust, 1857. 
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Baces.— Post-Office Ar&anoemekts. 

IX.. 

On Thursday 6 August was a vote of money connected with 
New Zealand, which brought up some questions in relation to 
the aboriginal population of that country. I had hoped tiiat 
it was settled, that for once an example was to be given of 
honourable and prudentiai dealing with a native populaticm. 
But the tide of dishonesty everywhere runs strong ; we have 
ali our lives been puUing against it, and shall die at the oar. 

The two principal ways in which the dishonesty is practised 
at the expense of the pockets of you and me, is first, in de- 
priving the Natives oi their lands under various pretences, 
and then in getting up profitable wars in consequence ; — ^pro- 
fitable, I mean, to the jobbers through whose hands the 
expenses pass, but which are ultimately paid for by you and 
me in the variegated forms of indirect taxation and Income 
Tax. 

The snspicion on the present oocasion is, that the Natáves 
of New Zealand are to be tricked into selling their lands for 
threepence an acre, the express reason being, that in a few 
years more they would be worth three shillings. At the heels 
of this, of course, is to be the war. The reason of the New 
Zealanders having been in some respects better treated than 
other Aborigines, is that they are a very warlike, and ao far 
dangerous race, whenoe if there is one set of our countrymen 
who would like to make money by going to war with ãiem., 
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there íb another who -^ould like to let them alone. Tke re- 
lation between the New Zealandem and Europeana has points 
of resemblance to that between the rude ancestors of some of 
UB Britons and the BomauB. I am not aare whether the 
Britons ever roaated one another for private eating ; but 
there íb no doubt they did it for the feasting of their goda, 
which Í8 the next thing to it. And as the New Zealander 
has now a breed of hogs, which he had not before his acquaint- 
ance with Europeana, the existing generation are about as 
clear of the failings of their ancestors as we are. 

When the Foreign Affairs Committees are free from more 
m^ent topics, and have a govemment which knows good froib 
evu, they muat take up this queation of the treatment of 
Aboriginea. We are not rogues, nor come of roguea; and 
therefore our atudiea may be uaeful to our country. What is 
plain is, that Brltain muat bestir herself to extend her power 
over the Vacant portions of the world, or be clean thrust out 
of existenoe bj the growth of other nations. She must do it 
in the shape of colonies Ârst, and (as coloniea drop off into 
independent countries like children marrying from their 
£itiier's house)) in the shape of affiliated and friendly States. 
But most of the countries in which she must have to operate, 
are partially oconpied by Native races. What then is to be 
done with these ? Neyer ask which is most honest, honour- 
able, or consonant with good feeliug ; for as the world stands, 
these do not go for a pin's value. Ask simply which is 
eheapeet^ — that is to say, if you can prevent the people who 
make a per-centage out of expenditure, from holding the bag. 
Will you then have the assistance of the Native races in an honest 
wsy, as you have the assistance of the baker or the bricklayer ; 
or will you go to the exponse of robbing and destroyiug them, 
which may oe very considerable if the baker and bricklayer 
ehance to be good men at their weapons. One way, as is 
done by the slave-holders in America, would be to declaro 
that the baker and the bricklayer have no rights which you 
are bound to acknowledge ; which may be particularly prô- 
moted if the sald baker and Wcklayer have different com- 
plexions from yourself, bumt in upon them by heaven knows 
what auna, which you have been ao lucky aa to escape. But 
still the queation remaina, — the only practical question for 
the men of the preseut generation, — " Ia it cheapest T Taking 
the whole conaequences to you that are to pay, is not the 
cheapest and therefore best policy by far, to do justice, and 
widk upríghtly before Qod and man ? 

The New Zealanders, for instance, are at this day v^ry 
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litUe more removed from the habits of Englishmen, than were 
the Scottish Highlanders at the time of the first union with 
Scotland. But what an enormons folly it would have been, 
to say we will exterminate the Scottish Highlanders, we will 
encourage no amalgamation with a Highlander, we will go to 
the expense and trouble of driving him out of the land, and 
taking ali the bio ws of that claymore of his (the gladius major 
as a Scottish antiquary has just told me is its derivation) 
which may befall in the process. 

The rogues will say, " We want to fiU up the land with 
ourselves and posterity, and not with those who are there 
already ;" — as the Times said, " How are the colonists at the 
Cape to get lands, unless they take them from the nativos ?" 
But this is only the theory of destroying the baker and the 
bricklayer. It will never answer in the end ; as those who try 
will find. 

Englishmen are happily to a great extent free from 
the abominable feeling the descendants of our negro-drivers 
call the '^antipathy of races." An Englishman claims the 
right of amalgamating with anybody he sees, provided, as is 
Highgate law, " he likes it better.*' No colonel of cavalry asks 
whether his horses are black, white, or grey, provided they 
are good and well trained. If England is to occupy strange 
and torrid lands, it must be by raising up dark Englishmen, 
whom heaven has made with the physical faculties to do it. 
In ali these cases of Aborigines, the question their friends 
should ask ia, " Are they allowed to Anglicise if they like, as 
the Scottish Highlanders were ?" If they are notj then per- 
petuai war while they endure. If they are, then they will be 
bulwarks in the placas that want them, like the Scottish 
Highlanders in a battle day. No question must be asked as 
to what colour an African or an Indian sun has bumt on their 
progenitors ; but simply, Were they bom under the British 
Crown ? 

On Friday, in Committee on the Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes Bill. A change appears to have come over the op- 
ponents of the Bill. At first they were ali joy that the 
lacilities for divorce were coniined to the ri eh ; and now they 
are ali zeal that these should be extended with as much of 
equality as possible to the poor. The inferences from this 
may be, that the latter is what they have in their hearts, and 
that they think the Bill will pass. Nothing more is heaid for 
the present, of what the Times called the '' downright un- 
truth ;" but it will probably be produced as good as new on 
the Third Eeading. 
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A deputation went this day to the General Post-Office to 
ask for improvement in the transmission of letters from the 
manufacturing districts to the Continect. The facts are 
cnrious ; and as Bradford ia interested, you will perhaps like 
to hear them. Letters of the description stated, are nine 
hours from the North to London, ana are detained sixteen 
hours in London before they start again. But this is not ali. 
The mid-day trains from the North reach the London ter- 
minas at dx, P.M., and the boxes for foreign letters at the 
General Post-Office are open till seven, So that if a merchant 
at Bradford or Manchester were to send a clerk with his 
foreign letter, the clerk wonld have a full hour to put it into 
the evening box, which is ali that is wanted. But the thing 
cannot or has not been done for the public. This looks very 
much like " the Circumlocution Office, or how not to do it. 
It will perhaps be altered. 

On Monday 10 August there re-appeared the plan for ex- 
pending three or four millions on pulling down the Govern- 
ment Offices and building new ; folio wed, as its cock-boat, by a 
vote for £2000 to make a gallery of portraits, in which each 
honourable gentleman hopes to see his own. Ali these are 
combinations of the influential classes, to spend money on their 
own pursuits and amusements, and make you pay for them. 
I have, as some of you know, a fancy íor experimenta in 
organ-building ; so you may expect some day to find me 
voting for organs, to be charged to your accoimt. 

Ali this might be well enough, if there was an overfullness 
of the Exchequer, as there is said to be in America, But as 
it is, they had better pay for their butcheries ; which you and 
I know they will make us pay for. They have to pay for 
killing the Chinese, in a war begun, as is now known, without 
a shadow of cause, and on pretences entirely colourable and 
false ; and there is no saying to how many millions the bill 
may come before it is done with. And they have to pay for a 
war in índia, got up by the process of making their right 
wing fire upon their left ; the " best pubh' " instructors " 
afisuring us, that our last shilling must be taken, in order that 
they may lap blood to their hearts' content. In similar cir- 
cumstances of an individual, as for instance one of your men 
in trade, who with endless demands hanging over him could 
find no way of applying his money but in pulling down 
and picture-buying, womd not the verdict of the public be, 
that the sooner he was made a bankrupt the better for every- 
bodyl 

Birmingham appears to have made its choice. Some of the 



32 Trobates and JEcclesiastical Gaitses Bílh 

local papers nttered big words, about its being the first place 
that had protested bj an election, agamst the propensittes of 
the goTemment I tbink I know another place which was 
earlier. But the value of the Birmingham protest is greatlj 
taken down, by the sort of recantation which appears to have 
been preliminary. Their member sees preparations making 
for the bloodiest acts of national di^raee tbat are to appear 
in history, but he will not oppose ; — if he had said he could 
not, he might have been (mly within the truth. Bat he 
•wiU not, — and the reason is one worthy of the Holy Allianee, 
the fear of anarchy. Áustria goes to work in Italy, and 
Bussia in Poland, on the self-same plea. A countty is to 
be steeped in blood, but it is necessary for the avoidanee 
of anarchy, and we are to be very good boys afterwards. The 
i^tention elaewhere avowed, is to mahe índia one great slave- 
yard. The literary Legrees are up in arms, to prove that the 
ishabitants of tropical eountries are dark, and dark men are 
negrões, and negrões are an inferior race, and inferior raees 
ought in justice to be slaves, and the Indians are tropical. To 
this plot, it occurs to me, the member for Birmingham strikes 
his cok)urs. I wish he had held his peace about opposing» 

On Tuesday, a notice by Sir De Xacr Evans produced a 
debate on índia. The minister assured the House that no 
exertions required from England had excited a disposition in 
any of the European powers to take advantage. It might have 
been thought the question rather was, of what might be the 
effect on them by-and-by. He spoke too of the consequences 
of those exertions, as culminating in an appeal to parliament 
for money, in the style of a domestic in a great house saying 
" Master will draw a cheque." In the course of the debate 
the member for Birmingham was triumphantly cited as 
authority, and thirty thousand fighting men are to proceed 
without delay to índia to prevent anarchy, We thank thee, 
Quaker, for that word. 

On Wednesday 12 August the Probates and Ecclesiastical 
Causes Bill was read a Third Time and passed, amidst the 
eheers of the House at having got through so tough a pieee 
of work. 

Yours, &c. 

IZAugvM^l^l, 
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« 

DivoRCB Èxn Matrimonial Causí» Bill.— Tripartite 

Trkatt. 

X. 

On Thursday 13 Augu»t and tbe daj following, the prin- 
cipal and indeed almost sole oocupation of the Hooee was 
with the Divorce and Matrimonial Canses Bill. The per- 
plexities which have arisen to the great gratifieation of those 
who are anxious to defeat the Bill bj delay, are mainly 
attributable to the anxiety diaplayed by influential portions 
of the House, to establish the inequality of the husband and 
wife on the question of divorce, — ^in other words to throw a 
shield round what one Member called '' a paasing error com- 
mitted by the husband." '^ Passing errors" mean street-walking 
connexionSy and may be eommitted once a week, or oftener 
if noed be. It woidd not reqnire any great depth of scratíny, 
to find ooBsequences to which women in the masa are ezposèd 
from these ^* passing errors," to which there is litUe or 
nothing that is parallel on Ijie other side. But the lions will 
take care of themselves, where the lions are the sculptors ; or 
as I heard it quaintly expressed by a Member near me, the 
legifllation will be " ail in favour of the coek Urds.*' 

The attempts to diminish this radical inequality, were 
carried in some directions to an amusing extent. AU sorts 
of cumulative oriminalities were proposed, as what when 
added to the adultery of the husband should give the wife a 
claim to divorce. If it had been in the days of Charles or 
James, there would without doubt have been proposed to add, 
" or have attended a conventide." 

The miiôster agreed to the insertion of '^ adulteiy under the 
conjugal roof.'* This is taken from the Code Napoleon, and 
that again took it firom the old Boman law. Napoleon said he 
should go down to posterity with his Code in his hand ; and 
it is gratifying to tnose who were his eo&temporaries and in 
some directions his disciples^ to see this confídence in the way 
of being fulfilled. 

Petitions numerously signed by magistrates, professional 
meu, married women, and even by some of the clergy, are 
making their appearancey against the prohibition of marriace 
with a wife's sister. So that another of the ** downright 
untrutha'' of the ecclesiastical body is in danger. The peti- 
tions ali keep clear of the absurdity of wanting to marry 
wife's nieces ; a thing wh^ch stands on totally different 
grounds, and the embarrassing of the question with which, 
may be set down as an invention of the enemy. 
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The House met on Saturday, an unusual proceeding ; the 
object being supposed to be, to clear away a quantity of busi- 
ness, for the purpose of making room for attending to the 
Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Bill. 

On Monday 17 August, and on Tuesday, that Bill was 
carried forward in Committee. The govomment has eiven 
way to the admission of a Clause preventing legal proceedings 
against a clergyman who shall refuse to marry parties who by 
the Statute are to be allowed to marry. An ill-advised con- 
ceasion, Ist, because there was no practical harm likely to arise 
to any clergyman, it being clearly the interest of the supposed 
parties to ând a clergyman who had no scruples against 
marrying them, and not to make a scandal by insisting on 
being married by one they knew would refuse. Secondly, 
because it is encouraging the clergy to set up false and colour- 
able theories, " downri^t untruths" as the Times calls them, 
in opposition to the law. And thirdly, because it will help 
the recalcitrant clergy to throw a slur on those who profess 
obedience to the Statute. 

The recalcitrant clergy and their advocates are not going 
the way to increase the popular respect for themselves or the 
doctrines they profess. So late as this day, the indissolubility 
of marriage was maintained, on the ground that the author 
of Christianity had said, '^ What God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder ;" intentionally concealing the 
fact, that in what on laying together the several accounts 
may be denominated the same breath, he added, " saving for 
unchastity." There is no trusting these men ; they are not 
capable witnesses of what is in their books, and what is not. 

Some friends are anxious to know the reason of the oppo- 
sition made by the govemment to a canal to Suez. I thinx I 
have already stated my belief, that it was on account of the 
French connexion. When you are looking to the French for 
aid to shoot your customers in China, and possibly to assist 
one half of your army in índia to massacre the other, you 
must do or let alone, as pleases France, and as the French 
Emperor comes here to settle. Your govemment is in some- 
thing akin to the position with France in the time of Charles 
the Second. You cannot at the same time be dependent on 
your ally, and oppose your ally. 

This is ali confírmatory of what has for a long time lived 
in my belief, that there exists what may be called a Tripartite 
Treaty, not engrossed on parchment or authenticated by 
signatures, but enforced by mutual understanding, between 
the Englishy French, and American govemments, the last 
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beinc to be otherwise expressed by calling it the Slave Power. 
As wis is in the line of the Foreign .áJQiirs Committees, I 
recommend to them to see whether it is not confírmed by faicts 
pafit, present, and to come. The purport of the agreement 
may be held to be, that none shall counteract any project of 
the other, but on the contrary, aid. Thus there is no idea of 
pushing a canal to Suez, if France does not like it. If France 
sets np, as she is doing, a new Slave Trade, the opposition of 
the English govemment will be of that measured kind, which 
is usefiú when there is no intention to succeed. If America 
has views on Cuba and in Central America, see whether the 
&ct is not, that of English opposition there will be none, or 
none but to save appearances. In return for ali this, France 
is looked to for more or less of aid if required, in the 
quarters intimated. The Foreign Affairs Committees will 
tnank me, for pointing out the opportunity of exercising their 
peculiar turn of mind. 

The day after the above was written, some illustrations of 
the '* TJnwritten Treaty*' as regards America, appear in the 
Times (19 Aug.). An American newspaper intimates that, 
on certain conditions, '^ it is very likely that 50,000 men 
could be enUsted in a few weeks" in America by the English, 
for servioe in índia. To which the Times responds by de- 
clarinff that ^' Clive and his contemporaries may easily be 
regarded as Filibusters on a magnificent scale. Hastings and 
Wellesley, though they might not profess the doctrine, carried 
ont the decrees of ' Manifest Destiny' with unexampled 
vigour." Whence " the half-civilized States of the American 
Continent may be left without interference on our part to 
adjust their future relations with their formidable neighbour. 
The world is wide enough for both branches of the race to 
spread without collision or interference. With índia to 
govem and Austrália to cultivate, English men may look 
without jealousy or regret on the progress of the American 
Union towards the Southern Continent.** 

What does this point to, but a Treaty among Filibusters ? 
One take índia, and the other the Southern Continent of 
America. 

On Wednesday 19 August the Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes Bill got through Committee. The govemment 
proposed and carried a clause, whereby in the case of a 
clergyman*s refusal to marry divorced persons, any other 
dergyman may come to the church ana do it. The whole 
proceeding has been awkwardly managed ; for there will 

D 2 
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neyer be peace again, between the olergyman who will not, 
ftnd tbe clergyman who wilL Much beúer haye lefb eyery- 
thing to take its chance. 

Tonrs, &c. 
19 August, 1857. 

•o^i^o* 

Militia Bill.— Motion for Betubn of Nativk Sou)I«B3 
Blown from Gctns. — Appbaí. to thjb Opbratxte Hsài> 

AND PSASANT HbART. 

Qjx Thnrsdaj 20 Augnst the thÍF<| reading of the Militia 
BiU produced from the great guns of the Opposition some 
unreasonable attacks upon the govemment, who certaioly 
have enongh to answer íor, without being assaikd for that on 
which they were harmless. The point chosen, was to say the 
government ought to have kept up their Bailitary establish- 
ments m 1856, to meet the ezige&cies of 1857. Thie is a 
spedmen of the argumentation with which late erents have 
made us familiar. Afí. official who recelves ^4,000 a year as 
Superintendent of Tradie rn China, stops ali trade in Becember 
on pretenoes which himself allows to be false, and when pressed 
for a reason, points to the Chinese having physicked him in 
January. The Tiverton speech took up the same line of 
argument. Your Mends of the Foreign Affairs Committees 
wul ând, that if they determine to be Foreign statesmen, 
they must be loglcians too, and a great many more things 
which are behind. They will therefore thank me for noting 
to them, that the fallacy or weak point in this kind of argu- 
ment, consists in taking the consequences and placing them 
among the causes. Jack beat his wife on Sunday, becauae 
she scratched his face on Monday. 

Akin to this, though perhaps not exactly the same, is the 
charge of the Opposition that the government ought to have 
kept up their military establishments in 1856, because there 
were exigencies in 1857. The question resolves itself into 
whether there was a reasonable expectation. The govern- 
ment are not charged with reducing the whole militarjr 
establishment, but with not keeping up the whole. Ihere 
might have been such a thing as an irrational reduction ; but 
this is not the thing charged* 

The proposal therefore seems to be, — ^that we shall expead 
our last shilling in time of war, and expend it in time of peaoe 
too, lest there shoiúd be war by and hj, On this plan, how 
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long will our last shillings last f Does anybodj in private 
life carry out such a system ? And if h« did, how long 
would he keep out of the GaaeUe f 

To return to the particular case, — was it poMÍble for the 
govemment to foresee, or waa it within the sphere of reaBonable 
expectation, that ati official as above should of his own mere 
motion manufacture a war in China costing unknown millions 
before it is done with, or that highlj-paid rulers in índia 
should set one half their army to íire upon the other, on 
groundfi which they have declared, when ali too late, thej 
are ready to give up ? The very last book on Indian Mutinies 
I sent to Bradford, oontains the proof. It is the parish idiot 
putting out his candle after he has set the bed on fíre. If he 
coold have found in his heart to do it before» he would have 
saved wise men enormous trouble. But for ali this, we must 
pay; and what is more, we shall have to fínd honours and 
pensions for the men who have '' been and done if 

At the conclusion of Thursday^s sitting, a noble-hearted 
Irishnàan made his first essay in the House by moving for a 
retum of the sepoys blown from guns, and by whose direc- 
tions. When he had iinished, I concluded that men on the 
govemment side were settling who should make response ; 
instead of which it appeared the motion was to pass not 
seconded. This is one of the consequences of half the pro- 
oeedings of the House taking place in a manner not audible 
to the naked ear. I should ceiiainly have oonsidered myself 
dishonoured, and you would have held me such, if after what 
I had said on a former night, I had knowingly declined to 
second. But if there was any demand for a seconder, I did 
not hear it To one thing, however, I wish to testify. It is 
utterly untrue that there was an ironical cheering in the 
House, as stated by some of the newspapers. I did hear one 
or two members near me, who do not pass for Solons, make a 
kind of school-boy titter at the funniness of a man*s not being 
seoonded But this was ali ; the rest is manufacture, for the 
benefit of the hungry dupe the public. I state it, to save tbe 
House of Commons from a dishonour, and shall be ready to 
gire evidence thereto on the day of acoount. 

If there were disagreeable tnings, there were also of the 
eontrary. Williams of Kars, made a stand against the obso- 
leta barbarism of "razing DelhL" The public has been 
amused by the never-to-be-forgotten satire of " the Circumlo- 
oution Office, or how not to do it.*' But it is astonishing 
how often men in ali tracks in life, set themselves to discover 
'* how not to do it* Take for instanoe the case in índia. Can 
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an3rthing be more manifest, than that every disgusting exlii* 
bition of vengefal power makes twenty enemies for one it 
removes 7 The case is monmful in the extreme ; but what 
cannot the silliness of official man effect? The relation 
between the English and the Natives of the settled parts of 
índia, was not one of hostility but of friendship. As regarded 
the native soldiery, there was the same kind of union which 
may have existed between the Saxon bill and Norman bow, 
a hundred years after the battle of Hastings. The natives 
were highly accessible to military Êime, proud of their sue- 
cesses over other Asiatics, and quite willing to allow a fiill 
share of the merit to their European leaders. Successful 
English generais were commemorated under the low roofs of 
their foUowers, as C(Bur de Lion and the Black Prince might 
have been in England, without asking if they were of Norman 
blood. The &ithful adhesion of the Native army, came as 
nearly as circumstances wonld admit, to a constitutional 
acceptance of British rule ; for these men were ali volunteers, 
and brought with them and left behind, the feeling of attach- 
ment to the British ci-own. But ali this must be over now. 
It was done away with, by acts as stupid and as cruel, as if 
the Scotch regiments in the service had been fired upon by 
the English, for not taking the sacrament after the manner 
of the Ohurch of England. I wonder what the 42nd would 
have done in such a case, and how far the consequences 
would have diflfered from what has been seen in índia. I 
doubt whether they would not have smitten hip and thigh, 
with scarcely the old Israelitish exception; for as for the 
"accumulated horrors" you are told of, set them down as 
falsehoods manufactured for the John Buli market, at ali 
events till you have better evidence. If you will observe, 
you will see that these stories always depend on what was 
heard from third parties, and that when the eye-witnesses 
tell the story, they omit these particulars. I do not doubt 
that a sepoy killed man, woman, and child, after his own wife 
and chilaren had been treacherously fired upon, but I dis- 
believe ali the rest till better proof; among other reasons^ 
because they are contraryto Native habits. We knowthe 
stratagem played off upon us. They are to begin any kind of 
horror they please, bombard a defenceless town like Canton, 
or set the right of the line to fíre with artillery on the huts 
and families of the left, — and if the iujured copy any of the 
ezamples set them, then cry out upon ** atrocities " and call 
for " our last shillings.'* Surely in vain is the net set in the 
sight of any bird. But índia can in no event ever be what it 
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was before. Instead of an attached and nseful portion of an 
Empire, it can only henoeforth be a dangerous slave-jard ; 
and old friends and companions of Wilberforce in parliament 
are âdgeting for asking a blessin^. Earopean improvements 
of ali kinds were fast going ahead, and though of course this 
was in opposition to some Native feelines, the improvements 
might have gone on gradoally for ever, tf ordy they wovld not 
have greased their ^poys. There was but one match that 
could bave produoed a general explosion ; and they applied it. 
An English officer will never again see his wife and cbild 
whisked up bj fourteen naked Achilles, and hurried on their 
shonlders 150 miles over hill and dale, none thinking of fear 
or harm. The truth is, that with the ezception of politicai 
injnstices which fiew over the heads of the multitude, the 
condition of thin^ in índia was a monument of English 
talent and it may be added virtue, for the individual English 
were almost always well-conducted. But ali this is at an end. 
We are given over to our reprobates and our incapables. The 
foot of the beast is upon us ; — ^that " British lion * will be the 
death of us. It means the readiness to sacrifíce every prin- 
cipie of our forefathers, and every rule which wise and able 
men &om heathen days to the present have established for 
the maintenance of honest empire, to the bestial passion for 
exhibiting destructive power, with a cowardly preference for 
exercising it on the weak. 

Doubtless if it could be tried, there would be fouud " more 
than ten thousand men," who have not bowed before this 
brutish Baal. But nobody would know where to lay hands on 
them ; unless they tried in the Foreign Affaii's Committees. Let 
us hope for a good muster from that quarter, in the day of 
appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober, which is surely 
coming. I am lotn to lose any opportunity of avowing my 
fiill conviction, that the Foreign Afiairs Committees are 
the rísing-up of the Operative head and Peasant heart, against 
the sanguinary incapacity of their rulers. 

On Monday 25 August the House met for a short time on 
business of no great mark. On Tuesday it met to consider 
the amendmento of the Lords on the Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes Bill ; which were agreed to. The House then adjoumed 
till Friday, when is to be the proro^tion. So ends the first ses- 
sion of the Canton parliament. On which text, more here* 
after. Yours, &c. 

26 AuguH, 1857. 

,*^o« 
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FfiORoaATioK op THfi Canton Farliamekt. — ^Beabiko op the 
Cahtok Atrocitt on Evbnts ih Índia. 

XII. 

On Friday 28 August, parliament was prorogued bj oom- 
mission, witn the usual oeremonies. 

Now then comes ministers' holidaj, when ali and anything 
may be done, without fear of being disturbed by question or 
encountered by advice. It looks like an instance of the small 
wisdom with wbich tbe Swedish statesman said the i^orld was 
govemed, that the day should have dosed with disastrous 
news, of the effects of men setting fíre to the four comers of 
their own homestead in índia. 

But there is more to think of than that ; or at ali erents 
there are things at home, the consequences of things abroad, 
which cannot be overlooked in attention to the other. 

I called the past session the Canton pki*liament ; and now 
to support. An official abroad, on pretexts which have been 
provea to be from first to last without a shadow of truth, 
employed the public force in a massacre of your defencelesa 
customers, with a view to the making of Yortunes for smug- 
glers in the Opium trade. A vote of parliament^ the highest 
inquest known to the country, declared the atrocity of the pro- 
ceeding ; but the minister saw other chances, anddissolved the 
parliament. Ali the bad elements in the countiy rose, under 
the title of " British lions," and every man who resisted the 
nation's dishonour was trodden down, and the country'» best 
servants driven from the House of Commons. Falsehoods 
of the most glaring kind carne down to meet the elections 
pending ; and if the thing had been within the limits of 
praoticability, there would have been justice in demanding 
that the whole should be annulled. A precedent occurred 
towards the conclusion of the French revolutionary war, pro- 
bably therefore in 1813. A post-chaise and four started from 
the coast towards London, toe inmates announcing along the 
road that the Emperor of the French was killed, and a new 
govemment constituted with a view to gpeedy peace. It drove 
to the Stock Exchange, where the consequences may be sur- 
mised. The ooncemed made their gains by the aale of stock ; 
but, if memory does not misiead, they were met the next day 
by something like a legislative enactment, annulling ali pro- 
ceedings of the day preoeding. Some will say it is pity the 
same kind of thing could not have been done afler the coup 
(Tétat of 1857. 

But it may be more useful to pass on to the future. Will 
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your friendfl of the Foreign A&irs Committees ao far tr&nsfer 
their attention for a moment to the Home, as to reflect what 
a polrerfol argument is here preaented in &voiir of what, till 
some better term is knowu^.may be called the continniív of 
parUaments? The idea is nothing new ; for if I am not mietasen, 
Mr. l^bock among others has adyanced it^ Among the 
questions started hy our fiadical Beformers, one is oi the 
dnratioii of parliaments. Should parliaments be for seven 
years, three, one, or offcener if need be t Query thereupon, if 
a better thing than any of these, woxild not be that parlia- 
ments should be corUiniiotis f That is to say, that eyery 
representativo should hold his seat for a giren number of 
yeai's, — the precise number would possibly in the end be 
fonnd of diminished importance, — and so, after the lapse of 
time, members go in and out of parliament in the same order 
as they come into the world, thus utterly avoiding the thing 
called an appeal to the people, but which may equally be the 
eiroeriment of a minister upon the guUibility of the people, 
aided &om ali kinds of sources which the moment may 
suroly. 

The question demands a calm oonsideration. It is easy to 
get up an outcry against it, but it does not foUow that the 
outcry would be right. The points for consideration are, 
what are the advantages of the thing called the appeal to the 
people ] Does it or is it likely to take place under circum- 
stances favourable for wise action on the part of the popular 
elements ? May they not as easily be wrong as right \ May 
not an ill-disposed ministry take the opportunity of any 
passing íalsehood or delusion, to ge t itself an eztended term ? 
Admitting the wholesomeness of popular influence, would it 
not be better exerted by degrees, and with more certainty of 
being ultimately right 1 To take the actual instance, — If the 
question of supporting the Cantou massacre had been left to 
be settled by the influx of new members, should we ever have 
been where we are now, with a million paid down to serve the 
parposes of dishonest officials, and undefíned millions in pro- 
spect before the thing is done with 1 The English people will 
be wanting in the wisdom which comes by experience, if on 
this head they do not leam a lesson. 

But it would not be fair to stop here. The Chinese atroeity 
had a risible bearing upon what has happened in índia. It 
is of no use to say it was not meant to have ; part of the 
damnation of immorality, public and private, is that nobody 
knows in what way his sin may fínd hun out. Of course the 
perpetrators of the Chinese atroeity e^pected to have ali 
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good luck, — Bubmissive Chinese, glorious plunder, applauding 
rogues at home, pensions and baronetcies to the actors. 
Instead of this, fi^hting Chinese, reinforcements carried off 
elsewhere, reputabíe men rallying at home, actors likely to be 
nailed like kites to the wall for the benefit of the coming age. 
And worse than ali, the Indian mischief is irreparable, so &r 
as the Chinese business had a share. If the authors of the 
Chinese villainy had met with instant punishment instead of 
being supported with troops from índia, it is not at ali impos- 
sible that what has since nappened in índia might have been 
avoided. But so it is every where. There is not an avenging 
daemon on the earth, with commission to fly away with every 
man who abuses his public trust to the massacre of his 
neighbours ; but there is an avenging Providence which 
almost always in the long run sends the punishment, and in 
no way more frequently than by making the supporters, like 
our British lions, run their heads into the noose that hangs 
them. Let no man henceforth do evil, without seriously re- 
flecting how much farther it may go than he intended, and how 
he may ând himself at last in the position of the unhappy 
penitent who exclaims at the drop that "^ wine and women 
have been his ruin." 

Commending to the attention of your readers to carry 
farther than I have been able, 

Yours> &c. 

31 Augusta 1857. 

oO^OfOc 

Taxation. — Fairnbss to the "Working Classes. 

XIII. 

After the subjects which have made the staple of much of 
our past correspondence, it may be a relief to retum to the 
question of "What are, and are not, the interests of the 
Working Classes on the matter of Taxation." 

And here it would be to libei the Working Classes, to 
suppose their object to be to know how they can pay least and 
other people most. This would be taking a leaf out of their 
adversaries' book, which I am sure they would never agree 
to. AU their conduct goes to prove, that what they want is 
to cultivate the knowledge of the ways in which different 
forms of taxation affect dinerent classes, and build on it some 
plan for approaching to a just distribution. 

They cannot, however, give up the ground started from in 
past time, which was, that there is a struggle between the 
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Working and the Eiclier claflses for what are called Direct and 
Indirect Tazation, or to express it otherwise, Income Taz and 
Taxes upon objecta of general consumption. The interest of 
the richer classes is that taxation should be laid upon objects 
of general consnmption ; particularlj if they can contrive, as 
they hBoe contrivea, to make the poor pay at increased rates 
on what they consume, monnting in some cases as hiffh as 
eleven times. And the necessary and honest interest of the 
Working Classes on the other hand is, that the rich shonld be 
made to pay a fair share of the public burthens throngh the 
médium of a tax on Income, including a fair allowance to the 
Working Classes for excessivo payments in the other quarter. 

And here I woold propose that the question between what 
is called an Income Tax and a Property Tax, for the present 
be postponed. Whether there should be one, or the other, 
or both, may conveniently be discussed after settling the 
principie which is at the bottom of ali three. But for the 
present we will use the term Income Tax for shortness. 

The Working Classes cannot help being sensible, that a tax 
on articles which every man consumes alike or approaching 
to alike, is of the nature of a Poli Tax, or of the old-fashioned 
Statute-work on the roads (which the French call corvée) by 
which every man was bound to give three days' labour, the 
rich of course sending their substitutos. No statesman in the 
present day would dare to propose either of the two last ; 
and it only wants the Workingb Classes to look a little into 
their own affairs, to show weighty cause for examination and 
revision of the other. 

A rich man does not consume, either in his person or in 
his famUy, much more bread, beef, beer, tea, sugar, and salt, 
than a poor man, or at ali events nothing like in proportion 
to his riches. On these kind of articles, therefore, taxation, even 
ihough it be supposed equaòle, is of the nature of the Poli Tax 
and the Statute-work, which everybody in these days con- 
demns. Still more, if it is not equahle, as for instance where 
the poor man was made to pay eleven times as much tax out 
of his 8hillÍDg's worth of tobacco as the rich. 

But, it has been urged, the poor must and will live. They 
mast always receive what will enable them to live, and there- 
fore if they are taxed eleven times more than the rich, the 
only consequence will be that wages must rise to meet it. 

One answer to this which will fly to every poor man's lips, 
is to ask why, if this is so, the rich, who are the regulators of 
everything, could not be content to let the whole alone. 
Taxing the poor at an eleven-fold rate, when it comes' to be 
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examined, will not be a popular thin^. Why then do the rich 
give themselves the trouble to tax the poor ín this manner, 
if they are to gain nothing by it but the unpopularíty 1 

The truth Í8, they know they do gain by it. They know 
there would be an enormous differenoe between taxing the 
poor in this manner and taxing themselves. It is true the 
poor man must live ; but he may live worse^ and the differ- 
enoe may go into the rich man*s pocket in the shape of ayoiding 
taxation. Not perhaps to the whole amount, but to a ralu- 
able portion. It will be a long time before the poor man will 
agree that he ought to be taxed on articles of consumption at 
eleven times the rate of the rich, and this because he will 
take it out in wages. If the poor man might have his 
way, he would ask to be taxed at no higher rate tiian the rich, 
and let his wages take their chance. 

If then taxes on articles of common consumption, even 
though at an equal rate for ali, bear too hard upon the Work- 
ing Classes, it is for the Working Classes to inquire what 
other modes of taxation there may be, which may make them 
oompensation by throwing the requisite share of the burthen 
on tne richer classes. And this to be effectual must not only 
throw an €q^ull or equahle share on the richer classeS) but it 
must throw more than the equable, if there is any intention 
to produce final faimess to the Working Classes. 

And the way in which this must be gone about, is by taxing 
the rich in some proportion or other to their wesdth. If there 
was no unfair taxation upon the poor, it might possibly be 
generally agreed, that every man should be taxed in a uni- 
form proportion to his wealth. A great deal might certainly 
be said, in favour of taxing the rich at a rate increasing in 
some shape with the wealth. If a man of j£500 a-year is to 
pay Ô per cent, there would be no glaring impropriety in a 
man of ;ê60,000 a-year paying 10. It is only twice the rate, 
and there was no scruple at making the poor man pay deven 
times. And the reason why the man of ^650,000 a-year should 
pay more, is that he can a great deal better spare it, and that 
he will not in truth make anything like the personal sacrifíces 
for the public weal, which are demanded from the poor. 
Compare the sacrifice of a man with J50,000 a-year who 
should pay 10 per cent instead of 5, with the sacrifice of a 
poor man who is called upon to gire up any means of liveli- 
hood he may possess, and go to serve as an army pensioner to 
preserve his shilling a-day. The rich should thmk of these 
things, before the poor take to too curiously examining them. 

MihfíSi anything of the kind ia proposed, the rich set up the 
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cry of " oonfiscation." There wae no cry of confiscation when 
the poor were taxed eleven timeB. As it is to be supposed tbat 
men mean something by a cry, the thing they wanted to 
saddle us with was this. They wanted to nave the proposal 
considered as being, that if, for instance, a man of j£ôOO a-year 
was to pay 5 per cent., a man of £5000 a-year was to pay 50 
per cent., and a man of j£] 0,000 a-year 100 per cent., which 
is taking ali he has. They wanted to saddle us with this ex- 
treme sminess. But that makes no reason why we should be 
saddled, Nobody ever proposed anything of the kind, and 
there is no danger of anyboay proposhig it now. 

One argument, if I remember nght, of the men who set up 
this cry of " confiscation," was that the sums paid annoally 
would in time amount to the whole present value of the 
property. And upon this they thonght to build their cry. 
But is not this tme of ali payments actual or conceivable f If 
a man has to pay out of a certain property 1 per cent, annually, 
does not that in a hundred years amount to what the property 
would seU for ; but is it consistent with common sense, to talt 
about this being " confiscation 1" Siffc this cry of confiscation, 
and it will be found a capital jest. 

The historical fact is, that nobody ever deliberately pro- 
posed anything in this direction, beyond freeing the possessors 
of certain smaller incomes from the tax, or wnat would be a 
more ship-shape way of doing the thing, allowing every man 
to deduct a certain amount, as say j£200, from his income, and 
pay upon the diflference. And in something of this kind it is, 
that the Working Classes should look for what soldiers.call 
iheir " overslaugh," or compensation for extra duty done. 

If the Working Classes are to do anything towards holding 
their own in this matter, they must try to master the objec- 
tions which the interests opposed will make. And these 
objections, so far as observei, reduce themselves principally 
to three. 

1. That an income tax faXbi unfairly on the holders of tem- 
porary property, as life-estates or annuities. 

2; That it ought not to fali equaUy on incomes derived from 
industry like those of professional men, and on incomes from 
lauded property. 

3. That it is a tax upon economy, as making a man pay 
over and over upon his savings. 

These appear to be among the principal objections which 
the Workmg Classes will have to answer. In a futui-e letter 
endeavom* shall be made to try their validity. Error, said 
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Milton, is but opinion in the making. And so it ia possible 
we may fali into errors ; bappy if in the end we can struggle 
into truth. 

Yours, &c. 
9 September, 1857. 
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Taxation. — Fairnbss to the Working Classes (continued). 

XIV. 

I AM to reply to the objection that an Income Tax falis 
unfairly on the holders of temporary property, a& life-estates 
or annuities. 

When the Working Classes are pressed with this argument 
as a reason why the t&nea should ali be levied on their sugar, 
malt, or tea, I advise them to answer, that the hardship 
brought forward arises oat of the Income Tax being considered 
as a tax for a spirt, as for instance when some man*s massacre 
and its oonsequences must be paid for, and to be given up 
when the pressure ceases ; instead of being made as far as 
practicable a constant, uniform method of payin^ a certain 
portion of the ordinary or average expenditure. If this was 
reduced to act, it is plain that the man who had ten years' 
interest in a property, would pay for ten years, and the man 
or fisimily who had a perpetuai mterest in a property would pay 
to perpetuity . Take the things into the roarket, — perhaps you 
are not used to such questions at Bradford, — but send it to 
London into the haudâ of the most trustworthy of attomeya 
and the most skilful of actuaries, and see if the present values 
of the ten years' man's payment and his of the perpetuity are 
not to a farthins proportioned to the present values, or to 
what would be given in the market for the properties them- 
selves. 

It needs no conjuror to tell us, that if I go on paying Income 
Tax for ten yeai*s on £100 a-year of life property, as for 
instance half-pay, and then the Income Tax ceases and I die, 
— and if another man has paid for the same time on ;£100 
&-year left to him in fee simple, as for instance from landed 
property, — the same precise amount has been chai^ed on my 
property, as on another whose value if settled in the market 
would nave been somewhere about three times as great. But 
the fraud has been in laying a tax which it was intended 
to make me pay for ten years, and then relieve the landed 
man from the remainder of his fair proportion. Those who 
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regalate the Income Tax know it wonld be practically impos- 
sible to make two scales, or more properlj twentj scales, one 
for the men of perpetuai income and the others for the 
varie ties of temporary income which may arise. There is 
puzzle enough in ascertaining men'8 inoomes as it is, without 
perplezing the subject with ascertaining the probable dura- 
tion. Knowiug therefore that the thing cannot be set right 
in this way, they set it wrong in the other. 

Next is the question of professional incomes. And here, so 
far as they are temporary or life interests, they fali under the 
last head. If a just portion of the public expenses was pro- 
vided by a permanent Income Tax, the professional men would 
have no ground of complaint on that point. Bemains then 
the ground, that they ought not to pay taxes because they 
are industrious. Why is a man not to pay taxes because he 
is industrious, if he be also rich ? The Working Classes pay 
taxes and more than their share, by taxes on articles of con- 
sumption, and they are industrious without being rich. The 
man who is making £1000 a-year by a profession is undoubt- 
edly industrious, but it is not so clear whence his claim arises 
for escaping taxation. Taxation is, or ought to be, a contribu- 
tion for purposes necessary to the public safety or well-being. 
Suppose then the case of a watch-rate to guard against ôre, 
ana men agree to support it by a tax on the property to 
be watched. Will the owner of a factory, a warehouse, or a 
shop, step forward and say, " I am an industrious character, 
therefore I cannot pay watch-rate?" Is there any likeli- 
hood that the plea would be admitted by his neighbours ? In 
short, what connexion is there between a mau's being indus- 
trious, and his property being less valuable to him and less 
worth paying for watching, than the property of somebody 
who lived on what his father has made by industry before 
him ? I cannot help thinking in this there are reasons, why 
the Working Classes should not give into the plea that there 
ought not to be an Income Tax, on such a ground as the last. 

An observation here, is that it will be very difficult ever to 
prevent temporary outbursts of expenditure from falliug 
xmíairly upon temporary incomes. The inference from which 
is, that officials should be restrained from wantonly causing 
outbursts of expenditure ; and not that permanent expenses 
should not be paid by Income Tax. 

We come now to the newest objection to Income Tax, which 
is ihat it taxes men's savings over and over. If a man with 
£1000 aryear of rents lives upon j^ÕOO of it, and applies the 
difiference from time to time to purchasing more land, in a 
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certain number of jeara he will b^ye.doubled his rente; 
and upon ali these additiona to bis r»ntal be will bave been 
obli^ to paj Income Tax. And tbi» h eaâed paying oy«r 
and OY«r. 

The question tberefore Ut wbetbar this ia not exaetly what 
a man would gladly pa j for^ in tbe suppo^ed case df a wateb- 
rate to guard against âre. Inatead of a land<owner, snppoae 
a mill-owner, and be saves balf bia profita annuaUy» and adda 
to bis milla, Will be urge tbat be ought not to pay watcb- 
rate for watching bis new milla ? Will Saltaire foF inatas^ 
ever plead, tbat it abould not pay for watcbing, because 
Saltaire was made by sa vinga ? 

Comes now tbe question between an Income Tax and a 
Froperty Tax. And bere tbe plea advanced, if carried out, 
woiud seem to imply, tbat a man in tbe eiy'oyment of £\0fiO0 
&-year of income witbout propwty, as for inatance a peosion, 
sbould pay nothing to tbe expenses of tbe State, but tbe 
family wbose bread-winner bas left them a couple of bundred 

ÇDunds in tbe Stocks, sbould pay upon it because it is nroperty. 
bis does not look well for tbe case ; and it is eviaemt tbat 
tbe instance taken is not an imaginary one. Are tbere not 
then on tbe otber side, people wbo bave property and no 
income 1 Very few ; for what is tbe good oi property and no 
income 1 But something else is plain ; wbicb is, tbat in tbe 
main tbere ia sometbing very like a imiform proportion 
between men's incomes, and tbeir property not produeing 
income. A man of £10,000 a-year bas, it may be, a year^s 
income lodged in unproductive property, as pictures, fumi- 
ture, bot-bouses ; and tbe man of .£500 a-year bas sometbing 
approacbing to tbe same proportion. Wbat tben would be tbe 
use of taxing tbese two men on botb tbeir income and tbeir 
property not produeing income? Would it not come to tbe 
same tbing, to put a competent rate on one ? Would anybody 
serioissly propose, tbat in additioo, to tbe tax-gatlierer's in- 
quines aoout income, — not abstraetedly a pleasant tbing, 
thougb by use it bas become so &r tolerable tbat tbe most 
grievous tbing about it is baving too little income to returo, 
— ^would anybody propose tbat in addition to tbis be sbould 
require a retum of tbe number of silver spoons in tbe 
pantry, of books in tbe library, and of pictures in tbe bali ? 
Scarcely any man if asked, " WiU you be taxed the same 
number of pounds on your income or on your property ] " would 
besitate to say *^ Let it be on my income by ali meanS) and 
aave botb of us the trouble of poking into my property." It 
may be set down, tberefore, tbat tbere would be no general 
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desire for being tazed on property in preference to income ; 
and the extent to which taxation on hoth^ would be a needless 
making of two troubles ÍDstead of one, will always be an 
impediment to the adoption of tbat system. 

It would be presnmptuons to say ali this is right ; yet I 
cannot belp thinking there is in it, wbat sbould put the 
Working Classes on looking about them before they join in 
crying down an Income Tax, which, if justly managed, would 
appear to be the provision of natura for making the wealthier 
classes pay their share. 

Yours, &c. 

16 Septeniber, 1857. 

Letter on Índia, published Four Years ago. 

XV. 

23 Septembet^ 1857. 

The letter on índia here foUowing, from a monthly paper 

gublished at Manchester under the title of the Constitutionalf 
as been sent to me by a friend, when in truth I had almost 
forgotten it. As from its date in 1853, it was clearly written 
wiuiout any immediate connexion with present events, it may 
probably -be as interesting to those of our friends who desire 
Information of the kind concemed, aa anything else I could 
propose to them. 

ON índia. 

To the Editor of the ConstitiUional. 
Blackheathy 21 June, 1853. 

SiR, — As you have offered me an opportunity of giving my 
impressions on the subject of índia, and an offer of that kina 
cannot with propriety be evaded by one who is known to have 
had some years' acquaintance with the country, I will present 
a rapid sketch, to count for what it may be worth, among the 
clasning representations which, at a period like the present, 
will undouDtedly appear. 

The British occupation of índia was not from the beginning 
an act of avowed a^gression and spoliation like the French 
seizure of Alseria. it commenced in the peaceful establish- 
ment of tradmg factories. But these soon, in one way or 
other, became belligerent pai*ties. In their earliest stages, 
they had occasionally to arm in self-defence, and this led to 
forming alliances with those who had quarrels of their own. 
It was not long before the scene was changed, from merchants 
desiring to buy and sell, to conquerors taking possession of the 
resources of vast countries and applying them to their own use. 

£ 
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The mode in which the wealth of the conquered countries 
was and continues to be appropriated, is simply this. The 
Govemment takes the rent of ali the land, and every young 
civil servant who starts as a Collector of Bevenue, feels his 
point of honour placed in discovering what increase of rent 
can be demanded, without driving the cultivators into rebel* 
lion or desertion of the soil. An odd state of things wonld 
this be held to be, if a host of foreigners, possessed of superior 
intelligence and military talents, should fali from the cloads 
and declare themselves the owners of ali the rent in England. 
But the cases are much alike. At the same time, the inven- 
tion was not whoUy English. The Mohammedan conquerors 
who preceded, had done a good deal in that line ; which made 
it easier for the English to carry it out. At this moment, in 
the countries entirely under British rule, there can scarcely 
be said to exist such a thing as a middle-class agriculturalist, 
or anything between a tenant at rack-rent and the sovereign 
rulers. At ali events, I never saw one» 

The British in índia therefore may be considered as a de- 
tachment from Great Britain, sent out to live upon the coun- 
try, and bring home fortunes if they can. The revenues, or 
in other words the rents of índia, are divided among the 
various civil and military servants of the Crown and t^ompany, 
in such portions as the existing Govemment shall direct, from 
the Govemor-General to the recruit who caiTies a musket. 
As ali of these either expend a considerable portion of their 
income on European goods, or send it home, the transfer is of 
course made in such Indian commodities as are most favour- 
able ; and this is called titide. But it is manifestly ali soluble 
into the seizure of the Indian rents. There is also a portion 
of trade in retum for European articles consumed oy the 
Natives ; but not to any great extent. The seizure of the 
revenues is what keeps the whole upon its legs. 

The causes which prop and continue this supremacy, appear 
to be two. First, the fact that the civil govemment of índia 
is really better administered than anything else the Natives 
are acquainted with, or likely to get. And secondly, the great 

Sropensity of the Natives of índia to follow the trade of sol- 
iers. Hence if the Europeans can fírst get possession of the 
revenues, and then expend a portion of them on raising a 
Native army, with better security for pay and pensions than 
their rivais, they may raise an army to defend their possession 
of the revenues ; and this they accordingly do. 

The result of this state of things, is that every European in 
índia haa a distinst peoaniaiy intráatt in gettmg p oi eowi o n 
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of new revenues, — in other words, what the Americans, with 
the success which always attends the inventora of a filthy 
term, have taught Europeans to call annexation, The Gover- 
nor-General is Dound to annex something or other, or where 
wiU be hia chance for a peerage when he comes back 1 The 
regimental captain, particularly if in the Company*s service, 
calculates the number of new regiments, with majorities of 
coTirse in each, which would be raised on the annexation of such 
and such a district. The civil servant, in the same way, dwells 
in his dreams on the increase to the civil service which must 
take place, and counts on the lifb which would be given him 
towards returning home with a chance of being retumed for 
the Direction. The churchman speculates upon the glories of 
new ecclesiastical establishments among the heathen, and in 
imagination sees a Bishop of Thibet and an Archbishop of 
Pekin. The private soldier looks for prize-money and other 
chances of his ealling ; besides the general preference which 
ali men have for falling in the fíeld rather than rotting in a 
barrack. 

In addition to ali this, popular opinion at home is entirely 
in favour of every kind of aggression, with one provi so only, 
that it be successfuL A man possessed of power in Índia, 
must take his chances of success into his hand, as he does his 
life. He may fail, as he may be killed ; but he must make 
up his mind to risk both, or oraff on with the character of a 
harmless milksop, who if he haa staid at home, would never 
have had the spirit to take a purse or stop a traveller. 

This is the true seat of the difficulty in respect of índia. 
Every man who goes there knows that he goes to seize on ali 
he can get, and that his honour and credit in índia and at 
home depend on the quantum of his success. If asked, the 
greater part would acknowledge this, with the same candour 
as a lady of standing in Índia avowed that she came out to 
seek a husband. The case is nearly hopeless. Lords and 
Commons are ali for it ; and in the foremost ranks are the class 
of liberais, whose cue is to confound what wiU be done with 
what rmist be done. Sometimes they stand on the right and 
the necessity for the European to live by plunder ; and some- 
times, when disposed to be more particular, they concentrate 
their claim upon the Anglo-Saxon. These form the rear rank 
who push the others into the fray. 

What is the duty of honest men in such circumstances, it is 
not easy to define. There appears small chance of cure, un- 
less as public opinion in the course of time may change. It 
bas chajiged in respect of border cow-stealing, once deemed an 
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honourable prooess ; and it m&j change on this. To see 
where the source of the evil lies, is at least a respectable step 
towards resistance. It may be doubted wbether the intro- 
duction of European settlers would improve the state of things 
or the contrary. If they are to possess land, they must buy 
it of the only party having land to sell, which is the Govern- 
ment. A portion of the power of rack-renting must be made 
over into their hands, for a price. Your vulgar European has 
much the same feeling towards a native of índia, that an 
American has towards a negro. There would be great danger 
that an importation of European settlers would be something 
like an importation of the weasel tribe into a rabbit-warren. 

Of aU this, clouds and darkness rest upon the end. There 
is neither scripture nor experience, for the way of the un- 
righteous being smooth. The unrighteous of course will go on 
as long as they are able. Their tenure is always frail. A 
charge of cavalry when the Frenchman recommended it, might 
in the last war have raised a hundred States against the 
existing domination. A Europeo-Asiatic power wiU probably 
at some time give the signal for a break-up ; and in the 
meantime ali extension of territory is playing into its hands. 
Whether the condition of índia would be mended by this, 
may be another question ; but this is not the question now. 
Stories of military impossibilities, the impracticableness of 
passing this desert or ânding support in that country, always 
melt away before good troops and bold commanders. There 
appear but two ways ; one, to let the disease run its course ; 
the other, to try the chances of deferring the breaking-up, by 
stopping the annexcUion, and giving the inhabitants of índia 
reason to dread rather than wish a change. 

Here we shall be met by those who urge, that if the condi- 
tion of the Natives of índia is brought nearer to that of the 
European invaders, the tenure of the invaders will thereby be 
less secure. It is quite true. They are between two fires. 
God has not laid upon you and me the task of settling with 
which end of the rope the culprit shall be hung. 

If well-meaning friends can pick light from any of this, it is 
much at their service. 

Yours very sincerely, 

T. Perronet Thompson. 



-«»oJ©?e 



^m^^^^^mm^í^^^mmmmmmm 



Tortwre in índia, 53 

Eeport ok " Torture in Índia." 

XVI. 

A DESiRE baving been expressed by friends to be made 
aoquainted witb the contenta of tbe parliamentary publica- 
tions relating to tbe miserable transaclions in índia, along 
with 8uch comments as jm acquaintance of some yeaw witE 
tbe country migbt lead to, I proceed to put down sucb obser- 
yations as bave occurred to me in a progress tbrougb tbe 
materiais. And I am tbe more induced to do tbis, by nnding 
in many places tbe confirmation of wbat was submitted to 
yoor i^eaders in your last. 

Tbe first of tbe publications taken up, was tbe book on 
" Torture in índia," wbicb bas been for some time in tbe 
bands of our friends in Bradford and elsewbere. And bere 
I am bound to acknowledge baving come to a conclusion, not 
altogetber expected in tbe outset, but wbicb it would be dis- 
bonest to disavow or to conceal. And tbat is, tbat tbe bigb 
civil servants of tbe East índia Company, so soon as tbe 
tbing was brougbt before tbem, bebaved witb tbe same pro- 
priety, as tbe dignitaries of tbe law in England on tbe out- 
burst of tbe murders and cruelties on board mercbant sbips. 
It may always be urged against men in bigb official stations, 
tbat tbey ougbt to bave fomid tbings out sooner ; and tbere 
is always a certain allowance to be made for tbeir telling 
tbeir own story, and a degree of assnrance felt tbat tbey 
make tbe best of tbeir case and not tbe worst. But witb 
every allowance for tbis, tbere are tbings wbicb men can do, 
and tbings tbey cannot do. It may be difficult to binder 
tbem from garbling — as in tbe notable instance of tbe inter- 
polation of " tbe fort of " Delbi in tbe report of tbe speecb 
of tbe President of tbe Board of Controí in tbe House of 
Commons on tbe 29tb of June, and wbicb naturally enougb 
ifi copied from tbe Times newspaper into Hansard's Debates. 
It may be difficult to binder tbis ; but men cannot and will 
notforge wbole letters tbat never existed, or give a new tum 
to a correspondence wbicb tbe next montb would explode. 

Tbe case tben on " Torture" appears to bave been tbis. 
Tbe Native officials were always given to tbe practice, and 
among tbe Europeans were individuais of wbat in Oriental 
meta^or would be called " low caste," wbo encouraged tbe 
Natives in it, Evervbody wbo bas seen mucb of tbe world 
at large, will be perfôctly acquainted witb tbe kind of man, 
from Sie indignant description of one of tbem wbicb is tbus 
poured out in tbe correspondence of the Secretary to tbe 



5^ Fiem for Reducing the Natives 

Chiei Commissioner for the Funjaub, with the Secretary to 
the govemment of índia in Fort William, dated Lahore, 8 
February, 1855. '' He seems possessed with a species of 
in&txiation in regard to the use of espionage, the employment 
of personal attachéSf and the application of indiscriminate 
severity ; from this vicious sustem experience does not seem 
to deter him, nor advice dissuade." 

Whatever this may be, it is not complicity. There is no 
coquettiug between the agents of the mischief and the govem- 
ment, as there is in the last parliamentarj paper issued, 
between the author of the massacre of Canton and his 
employers at home ; where we have " the prompt, generons,. 
and unreserved approval of Her Majesty's Uovemment" 

faraded to the unmanlj atrocity. The servants of the East 
ndia Company, though nothing like immaculate in the 
aggregate, contain many able and many good men. It is clear 
enou^ what they are doing here ; they are struggiing with 
individuais of degraded habits and low information, the dass 
in fact who work mischief everywhere, 

This observation has put me on the alert, and I feel anzious 
to commnnicate it to friends. The first care of men in 
our position should be, not to run our heads blindfold into a 
noose. There will be bhime enough due in abundance of 
quarters, for the miserable events which have taken place. 
èut they have not been created of malice prepense by the 
Civil govemment, like the massacre and war in China. It 
haa long been surmised that the influx of English immigrants 
into índia was not favourable to its peace. It is among 
this class that you find men writing, " We hang them like 
fun." Fancy you had a race of foreigners in your country, 
who were " hanging you like fun." The same dass of men 
appear to be standing up at Calcutta, and begging of you to 
assist in the centralization of ali power in índia in the hands 
of the minister for the time being. Suspect this counsel. 
The object is to get increased power to do mischief. The 
East índia Company, so far as it exists in a Court of IVo- 
prietors, may be considered as a sort of parliament, presenting 
a certain degree of check to the proceedings of an arbitrarily 
disposed ministry. It is always better to have two bodies 
concemed than one ; for there is the chance that one may 
check the other " A very humane speech," said the door- 
keeper of the House of Commons one night ; and the speech 
came from an East índia Director. On the other hand I find 
the reprobates in índia, — men who cannot indite a letter but 
in the language of thieves and prostitutes,— distinctly oqt 
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notmcing their opinion, thatwhat they are doing with Indian 
villagers is what ought to have been done with Chartists at 
borne. Is there any doubt, that ali this, unless \sj special inter- 
ÍBrence of Providence, is to come back on us here in due time 1 

I would sa^ then to friends, do not mn your heads into the 
snare, of crjing for the transfer of ali power in índia to the 
minister. We can talk to an Indian Director, and get an 
answer from him as from any other bnsiness man. Or if we 
did not, the proprietors could deal with him. But the minister 
would put ns on with bad jokes. Or he conld dissolve parlia- 
ment, nnder a fire of any Kind of misrepresentations, and set 
the British ass upon us under the name of British lion. We 
bad better look twioe, and oonsider whether things, bad as they 
m^ be, would be mended by listening to these lions* oounsel. 

1 suspect it is this class of men, who are bent on intro- 
ducing negro slavery through the continent of índia. Not 
introducing negrões as cultivators, but tuming the three 
hundred miUions of índia into negro slaves. They have 
made the discovery, that the Natives of índia are negrões, 
and they bawl for slavery accordingly. They have imported 
the detestable words which disgraoe the American ton^e, — 
words which honest men and gentlemen dare not befoul their 
mouths withal, — and it is odds if they are not in imagination 
sending for packs of negro dogs from New Orleans. At this 
moment there is a proposal in the English papers, for sending 
the Indian population to work as slaves in the West Indian 
islands. Have these men forgotten that there are no slaves, 
at least in our West Indian islands ? These must be old negro- 
drivers, buried fifty years ago and dug up again. They want 
to make a St. Dominso of índia. They have left no stone 
untumed, to make l^tish rule impossible. Civil war is bad 
enough by itself ; but there are two ezasperations of which it 
is capable. One is to make it a religious war, and the other 
a war of colour ; and both these have been zealously íntro- 
duced. We are to be overwhelmed with an avalanche of 
negro-hunters ; we are to resolve ourselves into a committee 
of Leffrees. Is it not time, think you, for what there is of 
British respectability to rouse itself, and cease to quail as it 
does, before the new cross-breedof fiend and barbarian which 
braves us in our newspapers 1 

In my next I will go into the other part of the matter ; and 
no fear that we shall come out with the character of treacher- 
onsly concealing the truth, or pandering to evil. 

Yours, &c 

30 SepL, 1857. 
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EXAMINATION OF BlUE BoOES OK InDIA, 

XVII, 

I FROCBED with the ezamination commenced in mj last. 
What a blessing are parliamentary papers, and a post to carry 
them ; even though tnere are many impro vements which want 
making in both. 

On the 7th of February, 1857, the Govemor-General of 
índia in Council is found writing to the Court of Directora of 
the East índia Companj, stating that an uneasiness had 
manifested itself among the Native soldierj in consequenoe 
of a report having reached them that the grease used for 
preparing the cartridges for the Enfíeld rifles was composed 
of the fat of "pigs " and of " cows." And he adds that the 
men were appeased on being assured that the matter would 
be duly represented, and that the Govemor-General at the 
suggestion of the Inspector-General of Ordnance had as a 
present measure authorized the issue of cartridges without 
grease, the men being permitted to apply with their own 
hands whatever mixture they may prefer. 

Now here is clearly a starting in the way of common sense, 
exactly like what would have been done at Bradford or any 
other place where men are coLtent with being what God 
made them, and do not run mad after making beasts and 
lions of themselves. There was nothing irrational' in the 
apprehensions of the Native soldiery ; though there are men 
like Punch's cockney, who wonder that people cannot take to 
pork and beef like Christians. The aversion of the Mahom- 
medans to handle the flesh of swine is at ali evei^ts of 
respectable origin, for it is derived from what the religion of 
Europe considers to have been of divine direction. The 
Israelite who handled it, — let alone putting it into his mouth, 
— ^was to be " unclean until the even " (Lev. xi. 24) ; and 
being unclean until the even, is no such pleasant thing, espe- 
cially if it is to be every evening in the week. What would 
you and I take, to fancy our hands every day smelling of fat 
of dog, or horse, or something we had been taught £rom our 
youth up to consider as disgusting, to say nothing of being 
irreligious ? The dislike of the Brahmins to the idea of eating 
beef, IS of equal or possibly still greater antiquity. It origi- 
nated apparently in a desire to encourage the respect for 
animais assistant to man in raising his food from the earth, 
and ended in something like worship. The buli Apis^ and the 
golden calves to which the Jews carried away from Egjrpt a 
propensity, were in ali probability oflfehoots ifrom this prin- 
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ciple ; and if so, tbey are older than the Levitical law. What 
should you and I sav, if we had a foreign conqueror who said 
" Eat horse, or eat dog, or put something into your mouths 
you have always been taught to cast the gorge at." I retuin 
therefore to my position, which is, that the Governor-General 
of índia aud his Council began by behaving like men ât to go 
abroad without keepers, and that this is considerable eai'nest 
for their not conducting themselves like idiota or barbarians 
afterwards. 

An early symptom of excitement among the Native soldiery, 
was that on or about the 26th of March a number of the men 
of the 63rd Native Infantiy declined to take furloughs for 
vifiiting their homes. It was clearly traeeable to their having 
heard that other regiments intended to do the same ; and the 
construction to be put on the whole, is that there was a per- 
suasion of something impending, which made it improperthat 
men should leave their comrades. Onbeing '^reasoned with/' 
the men consented to take their furloughs. When the affair 
was represented to the govemment as " passivo mutiny," the 
Civil Government declared it to be " accompanied with ex- 
tenuating circumstances," and limited themselves to an inti- 
mation that any who should take a leading part in the like 
again, '^ should be summarily dismissed from the service ;" a 
thing ruinous to the worldly expectations of a sepoy, and 
which goes to show how easily these men might have been 
managed if people had gone the way. It is plain the Civil 
Govemment showed moderation and caution, and a desire not 
to blow into a âame without necessity. 

The next in order of report, is the trial on the 18th of 
March and foUowing days, of two Grenadiers of the 2nd 
Native Infantry, for having quitted their guard and gone to 
the Mint guará in Calcutta, and there endeavouring to induce 
the Native Captain commandin^ the guai*d, to join ''in an 
intended mutiny or concealed combination against the 
State." The prisoners were convicted, and sentenced to 
imprisonment, with hard labour, for the term of fourteen 
years. 

Up to this, there appears no especial ground for regret, ex- 
cept that more active measureswere not taken for doing away 
the apprehensions which, whether with or without cause, had 
found their way into the soldiers' minds. A soldier is a man, 
and though he contracts for military service, he does not sell 
his soul. It remains to be seen whether cause for such appre- 
hensions had been lefb or not, and whether there was not as 
much as would have figured lu Lord Macaulay^s History, if 
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Applied to a regiment of Sootch Presbyterians or Irish 
Cktholics in jealons times. 

On the 6th of April a Nativo General Court Martiál is 
founá assembled at Barrackpore for the trial of a private, 
Mnngnl Pandy, 34th JRegiment of Native Infantry, for mntiny 
on 29th of March. It was proved that this man, after taking 
intoxicating drags, had gone ont on the parade groond with a 
sword and loaded mnsket, and called on the regiment to join 
him, and fired at the Adjutant and the Serjeant-Major, shot 
the Adjutanfs horse, and wounded both the Adjutant and 
Seijeant-Major severely with the sword. The man was 
sentenced to be hanged ; being much the same as would have 
been done with him by a Coiirt of Assize in England. But 
things did not stop here. On the lOth of April a Jemadar 
or Native Lieutenant is brought before the same Court 
Martial, ^ for not having used his utmostor any endeavours" 
to suppress the attempt at mutiny described, he being then in 
command of the quarter-guard of his regiment. What was 
proved, was, that some of the men of the quarter-guard carne 
out from the quaiiíer-guard and struck the Adjutant and 
Serjeant-Major with the butt of their muskets from behind. 
Under these circumstances, the Native Lieutenant declared 
that he could not depend upon his guard ; and assuredly the 
circumstances were not promising for his arresting the assail- 
ants. For which lack of zeal or courage, it might have been 
very well to dismiss him the service, which would have been 
to him a severe punishment. But to sentence the poor man 
to be hanged (and he was hanged accordingly with great 
diligence), was evincing the cruelty of fear, and doing the 
most possible to nurse things into mischief. 

And now comes the most extraordinary part of the history. 
On the 3rd of April, a week before the trial of the unfortunate 
Jemadar had commenced, and eighteen days before he was 
" duly hanged by the neck," it appears that " rumoui*s having 
reached govemment " at Fort WUliam, which is only fifteen 
miles from Barrackpore, that the Colonel ^* commanding the 
34th regiment Native Infantry, has of late held language to 
the men of his regiment, indicating that it was his expectation 
that they would, sooner or later, be converted to Chriâtianity, 
and that he has lately addressed them on religious subjects,'' 
the Secretary to the Govemment is *' instructed to request 
that " the Officer commanding the DivÍBÍon in which Barack- 
pore is situate, " will state, lor the Information of Gk)vem- 
ment, whether he is cognizant of any reports to the same 
effect^ and whether he h^ reason to believe that there is any 
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truth in them." To which that Officer replies bj forwarding 
letters fi*om the Brigadier in particular command at Barrack- 
pore, and írom the Colonel of the 34th regiment. The letter 
from the Brigadier exhibits a friendlj desire to pnt the con- 
duct of the Colonel in a faTourable light, and states " the 
onlj instance he knew" of what had been said or done in the 
way supposed. But the answer of the Colonel himself upsets 
ali that can be done for him, and he states in the most open 
manner ^ that during the li^t twenty years and iipwards I 
have been in the habit of speaking to the natives of lul classes, 
sepoys and others, making no distinction, since there is no 
respect of persons with Qod, on the snbject of our religion, in 
the highways, dties, bazars, and villages (not in the Unes and 
regimental bazars). I have done this from a conviction that 
everv converted Christian is expected, or rather commanded, 
by the Scriptnres to make known the glad tidings of salvation 
to his lost fellow-creatnres, our Saviourhavingoffered himself 
up as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, by which 
alone salvation can be secured. He has directed that this 
salvation should be freely offered to ali, without exception.'^ 
The Colonel previously denies '^ having held language to the 
men of his regiment, indicating that it was his expectation 
thatthey would sooner or later be converted to Christianity ;" 
though ** to entertain such an expe«tation on right and solid 
grounds would afford him the highest gratification.'' 

The Govemor-General and his Council are not satisfied 
with this reply, and direct the Commander of the Division to 
caU on the Colonel *^ to state whether, in speaking to sepoys 
on the snbject of the Christian religion, he has spoken to any 
of the sepoys of the 34th regiment, which he commands, as 
well as to others ;" and ** whether he intends it to be inferred 
that he has not spoken to any sepoys upon the subject of the 
Christian religion except when they have solicited instructíon 
in the truths of that religion ; and whether he has or has not 
Tolunteered his opinion and advice upon the subject of the 
Christian religion to any of the sepoys of the 34th Regiment of 
Native Infantiy, either coUectively or individually, since that 
regiment has been under his command, and to other sepoys 
in the same cantonment, and endeavoured to eonvert them to 
Christianity, either by exhorting them to embrace that re- 
ligion, or by pointing out that their own religion is false, or 
otnerwise ; and, if not, what has been the nature of his con* 
versation with the sepoys to whom he has spoken upon the 
subject of our religion." 

To this the regimental commander replies on the 16th of 
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Apríl (being six days before hia Nativo Ideatenant was 
execatcKl), thsX " it has been mj invariable piau to act on the 
broad line which Scriptore enforces, that is, to speak without 
resenre to every person ; when I therefore addreas natives on 
this Bubject, wnether indiyidaaUy or collectivelj, it has been 
no qnestion with me as to whetner the person or persons I 
addressed belong to this or that regiment, or whether he is a 
shopkeeper, merchant, or otherwise, but speak to ali alike, as 
sinners in the sight of 6od ; and I have no doubt that I have 
often, in this way, (indeed, am quite certain) addressed sepoys 
of mj own regiment, as aiso of other regimenta at this and 
other stations where I have been quartered." FoUows much 
more, which I omit, because some of our friends mightbe hnrt 
if they thought it was quoted in an irreverent spirit. But it 
maj be found in page 167 of Appendiz to papers relative 
to the mutinies in the East Indies (Indosures in Nos. 7 
to 19). 

And now I ask whether if a regiment of Scotch Presby- 
terians were tumed over to a Colonel who was perpetually 
addressing them and other soldiers on the impossibUity of 
salvation out of the Church of Bome, and thi^in times when 
there was a suspicion abroad, right or wrong, that the 
govemment had plans for conversion as under the second 
J ames, — or if parallel circimistaDces existed in a regiment of 
Irish Catholics under a Colonel of Cromwell's model, — the 
crime of creatiog insubordination would not lie at the Coloners 
door 1 How such a man could go about to hang his men and 
officers, acting as prosecutor against them, and ali with the 
name of Chi'ist upon his tongue, — ^is one of those strange 
specimens of human action, wMch ought to be preserved like 
some montrosity in spirits in a Museum of Anatomy. 

Yours, &C., 

7 Oct., 1867. 
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XVIII. 

And now comes the next step|in the mischief ; a stride 
which a small exertiou of benevolence and cool worldly sense 
might have hindered, and which there is little doubt would 
have been hindered, if the decisive moment had been under 
the control of civil wisdom iostead of military rashness. 

The first notioe of it in the Parliamentary Publication I 
am following, (Appendix to Papers relative to the Mutinies 
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in the East Indies, mclosures in Nos. 7 to 19, page 173) runs 
as folio ws : — 

''It seems that some ei^hty-five men of the 3rd Light 
Cavalry, who had been tried by court-martial, for refusing to 
use their cartrídges — the old ones — as none of the new kind 
had been issued, were sentenced to imprisonment, and sent to 
jail on the 9th of May. On the lOtn, the troopers of the 
regiment broke into the jail and released these men." 

WiU not your readers suppose, that the men were sent to 
the guardhouse, or what the French call the scUle de discipline^ 
for fonr-and-twenty hours ? See then with what caution 
everything coming from a hostile quarter should be received. 
The facts, partly gathered from public accounts, and partly 
as stated in the House of Commons by a highly honourable 
officer in the CompanVs service and a Director of the East 
índia Company, were tnese : — ^The troopers of the 3rd Cavalry, 
respectable men among their oonntrymen, and in &,ct a sort 
of small gentlemen, declared in the most respectful manner 
to their Christian commanders, that the cartridges fumished 
to them were not such as they could handle without incurring 
among their countrymen the snspicion of loss of caste. Weeks 
before this, the CivU Government had issued its direction that 
the Native soldiery should take the construction of the car- 
tridges into their own hands. Nothing was required but to 
refer the men to the order of the Government, and say let 
that be done. But this the military authority present had 
not the genius to attend to. On endeavouring to force the 
reception, eighty-five troopers of the regiment declared they 
could not take the cartridges. One account is, that the second 
officer of the regiment^ who happened to be in command at 
the time, act«d like a faithful and sensible man, and said 
" Then take the cartridges away f and the ârst in command 
carne back and said, '' If you do this, the men will think you 
are afraid of them," and ordered these ei^hty-fíve conscientious 
soldiers, acting on every principie wnich distinguishes a 
soldier from a brute and a slave, to be brought to a court- 
martial. The men, as I heard stated in the House of Commons 
by the honourable Indian commander referred to, held up 
their hands to their officers and said, " We will go anywhere, 
we will follow you anywhere, only do not force us to do what 
will disgrace us in the eyes of our friends and countrymen.'* 
And these men were brought to a court-martial, and con- 
demned — to what do you think lies undemeath the descriptíon 
of ** being sentenced to imprisonment and sent to jail ?" They 
were sentenced to ten yeo/n imprieonment in trone vnth hcuu 
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labour, and the irons were immediatelj ríveted on them on 
parade by the armourers of the European artillery. A few, 
for reasons not given, are stated to have been sentenced for 
Bhorter terms ; and fíve are said to have fiinched, and been 
oontent to damn their soais to sare their bodies. 

The conseqnence of this was, that ^' On the lOth, the 
troopers of the regiment broke into the jail, and released these 
men." There is no use in theorizing about how far it was 
militarily wrong that soldiers should consider the oontract 
with them broken and scattered to the winds under such 
circumstances. The question for sensible men is whether 
what was done was not the direct and likely road to produce 
what folio wed. Is there an officer in Europe foolish enongh 
to try it on a European regiment f The compact with the 
men who enlisted in the Indian Native army, that they 
should not be molested in their religion or be " compelled to 
taste swine^s flesh ^ like the martyrs under Antiochus, was as 
distinct without specification in writing, as with English 
recruits that they shall not be subjected to the operations 
applied to cavalry horses with a view to increase their docility. 
Tell a Scotch or Irish regiment they are to be circumcised, 
and see what the consequences would be. Or to make the 
thing more feasible, fancy the Sultan having Christian regi- 
ments, and making the like announcement to them of his 
will. The thing required of the Indian soldier, conveyed the 
same mixture of ridicule and oppression. He was insulted 
as a man, and as a soldier ; for to submit to it, was known to 
be an indignity in the eyes of his countrymen and friends, in 
comparison of which praying that every commissioned and 
non-commissioned officer might spit on him that he might 
clean it with his tongue, would have been a trifle. Is a solíuer 
when he enlists, to Tay down every feeling of a religionist, a 

Í)atriot, and a gentleman \ Is this to be the theory set on 
òot, of which we are ali in turn to have the benefit í There 
is in this what must be looked to, and what wiU be looked to, 
whenever it shall please the Euler of ali things to take away 
from the nation the heart of a beast, and give it the heart of 
a man. 

Bat the military authorities say, there was nothing objec- 
tionable in the cartridges. With sJl deference where due, this 
is not the question. The question is whether the directions 
of the Civil government had been complied with, that the 
soldiers should see to the construction of them themselves. 
If you were oflfered pies from the pastry-cook's, which the 
world around was crying out to you were suspected of being 
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made of kittens, — would it be an unreasonable request that 
you should, in the words of our great novelist, be '^ acquainted 
with the lad j that made them i'* And if your countrymen 
were waiting to foUow you in the streets with the cry of 
'' There goes a man that ate kittens/' — and you were to be 
ever after expelled from society and doomed to eat kittens in 
a comer by yourself, — you womd perceive that it was no joke, 
particularly if the Civil government had previously passed a 
resolution, that you were not to eat kittens, and that you 
were to have every chance of informing yourself before you 
partook of the loathed ingredient. So easy is it to settle these 
things when men are to ta^e care of themselves, or when there 
is goodwill on the part of those who should take care of them. 

No man in his senses would try the experiment on a Euro- 
pean regiment with kittens. But see how vastly more serious 
was the case of the unfortunate Hindoos. "Exclusion or 
expulsion from caste is the greatest evil which can befall a 
Hindoo. It is a civil excommunication of a dreadful character. 
The expelled man is considered as civilly and socially dead. 
His friends and relatives cast him off and shun his company ; 
and often his wife and children will leave him. No one may 
eat with him, or give him bread and water. His sons cannot 
get wives, nor his dau^hters husbands. He can hold or 
inherit no property ; and if he dies under this anathema, his 
friends will let his body rot on the ground, rather than bury 
it." (From the^ PatrioL) And it was for remonstrating 
against being exposed to this in defiance of their military 
engagement and the orders of the Civil government, that 
eif^hty-five good and honourable soldiers were sentenced by 
military ignorance to imprisonmentwith hard labonr in irons 
for a term approaching to their natural lives. 

The truth is, the militar^ authorities were disinclined to 
support the common sense directions of the Civil government. 
If tnere had been question of a belt not cleaned, or a line not 
exactly formed upon parade, they would have been ali alive 
to the importance of tne crisis. Sut when the matter in hand 
was the destruction of eighty-five troopers in a regiment, and, 
as it tumed out, the loss of an Empire,— for come what may, 
índia can no more be restored to its original state than the 
egg which in the child's riddle "Ali the King's horses and ali 
the king'8 men, could never put together again," — when this 
hung in the balance, there was nothing to be done but rush 
into the mischief, in defiance of the Civil government, and 
on the principie of fearing to be thought afraid. , 

As admitted by the honourable and well-informed officer 
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formerlj referred to, in a correspondence in tbe press, this was 
the tumÍDg point. It was the declaration of war on the part of 
the Christian commanders against the Native Army, and 
replied to by the Native Army when they had no altemative 
but dishonour and personal degradation in view. The world 
has seen nothing like snch a reckless breach of military faith 
on the part of the commanders of an aiTny, either Christian 
or Fsigan. Cyrus and Alexander were soldiers and statesmen ; 
and Cyrus and Alexander would have seen the ghosts of their 
fathers rising to remonstrate, if they had conceived such a 
plan as setting the army of their hereditary dominions to 
enforce the greasing of the army of their new. But Cyrus and 
Alexander had no negro-hunters in their followings. 

Fiecemeal the eyes of England and perhaps of Europe will 
be opened, and the crimes of the French Bevolution will 
dwindle in comparison of what England has spread before the 
throne of heaven by a Fast-Day. No combination of ink and 

{>aper in France, ever showed men boasting of '^ hanging them 
ike fun/* and priests and people, gentle and simple, cheering 
in their train. The people of France never presented them- 
selves before the Aimighty as myriads did here, with red 
hands, and what they in their hearts meant for a prayer for 
a blessing on the guillotine. Quis lavaòit istam lavationem ? 
What shall atone for such a penitence? 

Yours, &c. 
14 Octobery 1857. 
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XIX. 

A REMARK worthy the attention of the historian of these sad 
times, is that the Courts Martial by which these unhappy 
soldiers were with so little discrimination sentenced to death 
or punishments almost equivalent, were Native courts martial ; 
that is to say, were composed entirely of men who if they had 
attempted to state the case for any of the prisoners, would 
have had before them the prospect of loss of rank, pay, and 
pension, if not of being ultimately blown from a gun, as is the 
favourite recipe for aU difficulties in índia. 

This is not meant to pass as va^e iutimation or surmise. 
Fut the supposition that these Native Officers had said, ** The 
men of the 3rd Cavalry wanted nothing but the reasonable 
means of knowing, as the Civil govemment had directed, that 
they were not to be subjected to dishonour or the suspicion 
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of it. The question is not whether your European chemists 
declare they discover prohibited fat in the cartridges ; the 
question was whether meaus had been taken, as the Civil 
goveniment desired, to make it impossible for the thing 
to be suspected. Tbere was a ready way to this, and the 
Civil government had dírected it ; which was, to let the men 
make up the cartridges themselves, or under the inspection of 
individuais of their own creed. An interference with Moham- 
medan or Hindoo law, or any allowed suspicion of it^ is as 
mnch contrary to the cempact under which these men were 
enlisted, as if you were to propose to treat them as we hear 
you treat your cavalry horses in your own country, or as if 
such of us as are Mohammedans should insist on you Euro- 
pean officers being subjected to the ancient and venerable rite 
of circumcision." Fancy the Native officers had said this, and 
say what chance there would have been for its being attended 
to. It is an awful thing to be a conquered people, and have to 
submit to the caprices of a conqueror. There is only one 
thing more awful, — and that is the retribution which God, if 
there is one, and manv think there is, may, in his unlimited 
oommand over natural events, bring down upon the tyranny. 
How many years "eating grass as an ox, would be just 
penance for the stupidity, unapproached in the history of 
nations, of setting one thiird of an army to massacre the other 
two, on a quarrel about hog*s lard ? 

As stated by the officer before referred to, the liberation of 
the eighty-fíve troopers of Meerut by their comrades, was the 
signal for general outburst. One remarkable fact presents 
itself. They liberated not only their eighty-five comrades, 
but "ali the prisoners, 1200 in number." What manner of 
government is it, that has 1200 prisoners in one jail ? This 
18 not a government, but a foreign enemy. Liberators and 
liberated started for Delhi ; about thirty miles distant. On 
their arrival, they were joined by the Native troops there, and 
the whole proceeded to take possession of the magazines. An 
officer waited till, as some accounts say, two thousand were 
coUected on or about a powde]>-magazine, and then blew them 
into the air. It is not intended to debate whether this, taken 
by itself, was what the world considers lawful war. But what 
it iê intended to maintain, is that the most ferocious soldiers 
in European history. Alva or Tilly, if they had known that 
numbers of their own party were in the power of the enemy, 
would have hesitated before they followed such a course, and 
if they did foUow it, would not disguise that they did it with 
the fml knowledge of what would be the consequence. Official 



66 VaUêhooãè for the English marJcet, 

docoments state that the 8^x>yB entered Delhi at 7 or 8 
o*clock on the moming of the 1 Ith [May 1857], and the ma^ 
gazine was blown up ^ortly after 3 p.u. in the aftemoon of 
the same day, possession having been preyiouBly demanded ia 
thename of the Kingof Delhi, to which no answer was retumjãd: 
{Times of ] 6 Octob^, and Letter of Major Abbott to Adjatant 
General, 13 May, 1857, in « Further Papers," p. 10.) And it 
was on the 13th that the Enropeans '' were discovered in tíieir 
hiding-places and massacred " {Timeè^ 14 Jvly), Which shows 
that their death was subsequent to the blowing-np of the 
magazine. Under snch circumstances, nobody can donbt the 
£Etct, that neither king of Delhi nor of anywhere else, could 
hinder what followed. There is no sense in doing what is 
sure to be followed by horrible results, and then treating the 
results as if they grew out of the earth. That the Europeans 
in Delhi were put to death, there can unhappily be no doubt. 
But of everything else attached to the history, there is the 
greatest and most reasonable doubt. Jnst as fast as anything 
of this kind is bronght to the test of examination, it fails. The 
stories, except the killing, were manifestly made up for the 
English market. There was an Irish lady, of surpassing 
beauty, who, after snfferings of other kinds which are inge* 
niously described as indescribable, like the legendary Isamh 
was sawn asonder. The next thing that appears, is a state- 
ment from her relatives that she died some years ago. There 
was an officer who shot his wife and child. A stock story in 
índia, to be produced on ali occasions. Nigh forty years ago^ 
it was told of me. There is sòmething immeasurably nndig- 
niâed in a nation thus nmning greedily after falsehood, where, 
heaven knows, there is enough of truth to satisfy the most 
yigorous appetite. 

And here ali friends are prayed to be on their guard against 
the pill of frand prepared to be pushed down their throats if 
they will let it, which tells them that the alarm to the religion 
of the Native Army was the pretence and not the canse* An 
invention of the enemy to conceal the real auliiors. Th»e 
were other causes oo-operating^ as there are always ; but none 
competent to have produced the union displayed. There were, 
no doubt, heart-burnings of various kinds, as there would 
hare been in an army raised in England a twelvemonth after 
the reigning family had been carried off by âlibusters on the 
ground that they could make a better use of the revenues of 
the country. But there was not politicai feeling and combl- 
nation enough in the habits of the people, to màke this act 
with the force of an electaric shock. Every little sepoy in the 
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land was not likely to rise up with one consent, to avenge 
the wroDgs of the King of Oude, or of a dozen other Native 
sovereigns on some or other of whom his affections had been 
at some time placed. To make e^ery little sepoy do this, there 
must be something that touched him in his peraonalities and 
in his hopes for this world and the next. There was but one 
thing which could do this, and that was to require of him to 
*' taste swine's flesh/' It was, as stated before, the same kind 
of thing as if it was anneunced to an English, Scotch, or Irish 
regiment, that they were ali to go throngh the hands of the 
v^rinary surgeon, and come out opera-singers. Here was 
exactly the same mixture of ridicule, cruelty, and contempt 
for ali implied capitulations with the soldier. Calculate the 
oonsequences if this were done, and foreign regiments with 
eannon brought on the two flanks of the unhappy sufferers. 
Suppose, for instance, the men of kilts receiving an an- 
nouncement that this was to be done to them, and that they 
were to be fired npon immediately if they did not set their 
hands to an engagement to submit to the operation quietly. 
Aocording to their different temperaments, some wonld rush 
to their ammunition, some would open fíre then and there, 
some would start off for the hills as fast as their feet could 
carry them. To be in a kilt is to be cut down, or if taken 
alive, blown from a gun. There would be witnessed precisely 
the scenes whioh may be found in any Indian report, where 
men not fit by sense and policy to conduct a corporal's guard, 
chose to do the same kind of tiiing in conâdence in the brutal 
feeling by which they calculated, and correctiy, on being sup- 
ported at home. 

One more instance, though they are legion, of the way in 
which wiUing dupes gulp down everythmg thrown before 
them. These same soldiers, they are told, when pressed by 
necessity, used the rejected cartridges ; thus, says this coí- 
lected wisdom, clearly proving that they never had any 
objection to them at àlL Does nothing lãce it start to the 
m^nory of biblical students, — ^as, for instance, how the «Tews, 
when persecuted on almostverbally the same grounds, refused 
to fight upon their Sabbath, but afterwards, seeing the neces- 
sity of the case, " One of them said to another, If we ali do aa 
our brethren have done, and fight not for our lives and laws 
against the heathen, they will now quiokly root us out of the 
earth. At that time, therefore, they deoreed, saying, whoso- 
ever shall come to make battle witn os on tke Sabbath day, 
we will fight against him ; neither will we die ali, as our 
brethren that were murdered in secret plaoes." 

72 
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There are two seta of people in the earth ; — ^those who have 
eyes for the lessons of expenenoe, which is history, sacred and 
profane ; — and those who have no eyes for anything but their 
own low personal interests, and think, like the caterpillars, 
that sun, moon, and stars were made only to guide them to 
their cabbage-leaf. 

After the movement on Delhi, hronght on by the Military 
authorities in defíance of the wishes of the Civil, ali is horror 
and shame. Kirk and Claverhouse are made into respectable 
Ohristians by comparison. No stone appears to have been 
left untumed, to impress on the natives of índia at large, the 
desirableness of dving in the last ditch rather than be sub- 
jected to the tender mercies of the Christian '* fiends," — ^it 
was the name of their own choosing,— who were let loose upon 
them. No cruelty or insult to the Native soldiery was omitted 
which could send a hundred thousand buming missionaries 
to propagate hatred of the English name throughout half the 
population of the globe. Ali the stories of Pagan and Me- 
diseval atrocity the annals of war present, were thrown into 
the shade. There is one stoiy, which caps ali the records 
religious war, or any other war, can produce*; it blackens the 
face of England for ali time. Peculiar care was taken, that 
no opportunity should be omitted of showing that the war 
was against the religion and the respectability of Oriental life. 
On what military principie was ali this done t I ask as one 
not onconversant with military causes and effects ; and I hope 
to find somebody to aid in obtaining a reply. 

Yours, &c 

21 Octóber, 1867. 
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China and Índia, continued. — The Canton Felont. 

XX. 

When a nation in its pride and madness has thrown away 
an Empire, finer than the rest of the world's history can 
prodaoe, — for I adhere to the assertion that, happen what 
may, nothing can restore the thing as it was before, — a 
natural course with the few who retain their wits, is to 
combat the notion put forth by our rulers,that the last thing 
we ouâ[ht to do, is to ask how these horrors carne to pass, 
and "^0 brought them on. 

See what is reported as said by one of £ngland's statesmen, 
and loudly cheered by his audience. I admit that there may 
be inaccuracies, or points the speaker might be able to explain 
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away ; and it is not at ali my desire to put myself in a 
hostile attitude with meu of mark. But thus it stands, and I 
take the liberty to comment on it. 

^ When there is a fíre raging, it does not become us to ask 
what are the causes of that âre ; our first duty as men is to 
extinguish it." (Loud cheers.) 

Suppose that at Saltaire the right wing was in a blaze, 
the other showed âames in half-a-dozen places, and the centre 
sent out puffs of smoke here and there. What would Brad- 
ford think of the town-oouncillor who should stand up and 
say, ^ It does not become us to ask what are the causes of 
that fíre." I am quite sure that Working-Class common 
sense would put him down, with a general crv of " The thing 
which of ali others it beoomes us ta ask and know, is what 
are the causes of that fíre. Are some of the managers gone 
mad, and runniug about at this minute, after fíring the right 
wing and the left, doing their best to fíre the centre also ? If 
so, let us have them out, and sent to the County asylum. Or 
may there be some cause for spontaneous combustion, some 
acid used in the works which is taking fíre wheneyer it comes 
into contact with something else ? " These are among the 
fírst questions which men fít to walk the streets without 
their nurses would ask, and the man who said the contrary 
would be shrewdly surmised to have some feeling of dislike 
to the authors of the mischief being brought to account. 

And here we come upon something very like the main- 
spring of the evil. It lies in the principie laid down from age 
to age, that nobody shall do wrong, or that any who do it 
shall be supported with the whole strength of the govem- 
ment and the well-dressed mob which is at its heels. The 
principie is defended for the men of yesterday, because it is 
intended to be used for the men of to-morrow. Your millions 
and your children, and the character of your country among 
foreign nations and in history, are to be at the command of 
every wrong-doer, and the question is only to be, how he 
shall be supported at your expenso. It is an evil which, by 
dint of enduring from day to day, has become what medicai 
men call chronic. It is part and parcel of the British con- 
stitution as it practically stands, that every ill deed shall be 
defended by those who hope for similar consideration for the 
future exigencies of their character. 

See by what steps it was that Britain resolutely lost an 
Empire. A profligate official at Canton, receiving a high 
salarv for superintending the country*s commerce, oonceived 
the idea of making a fortune for himself or fieimily, by stopping 
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ali lawful commerce, and making a piratical massacre with à 
view to enforcing the smuggling of opium. He says he only 
massacred 26 outright ; will a man hold up his hand at 
York Aasizes, an<^ plead that he onlj massacred 26 ? It 
was calculated that the Chinese were defenceless, and that 
the felony would be as easilj carried throngh, as in the cases 
where a poor man or woman is fonud with pocketa tumed 
inside out, and twentj-six infractions of the pericranium. But 
see how curioosly crmie and punishment are connected in the 
eourse of natural events. It is the portion of that great man 
Bentham'8 system, which wise men should never lose an 
opportunitj of elucidating. We do not stand upon Providen- 
tial interferences ; Providence has done its work once for áll, 
by the institution of natural causes. When a drunkard has 
a red nose, it is not a judgment, but an established connexion 
between cause and effect. ÁU drunkards have not red noses ; 
and the individual drunkard hopes he shall be the one that 
escapes. But still it is written in heaven, that in three cases 
out of four, drunkards shall have red noses. The certainty of 
red noses to three out of four, is nature*s cânon agamst 
hard drinking ; and if the Edinburgh Beviewers, as they 
did to their hurt in 1829, choose to ask what reason the 
Greatest Happiness Prinoiple can ofifer why a man should not 
get drunk if he likes it, it is ^ 'Ware the red nose ! " It is 
true we cannot tell you positively whether your nose shall be 
red, any more than we can tell a given felon whether he shall 
be the one that escapes hanging. But this we can tell, that 
if it is three to one in favour of hanging or a red nose, he ia a 
fool who takes the chance, and therefore wise men avoid. 

In this way the Canton felony was brought to a stand. 
The Chinese proved much more defensible than the cut-throats 
calculated on. But there was worse than this. Max was 
smoking in índia, which this spark fell upon, and helped, with 
many other sparks, to raise into a âame. So true it is, that 
the man, whether official or in priyate life, who once steps 
into the paths of murder and piracy, never knows where the 
righteous judgment of nature and nature's God, shall pull 
him up and make a scarecrow of him. 

Ana what took place at home ? The national conscience 
as embodied in the representatives elected in impartial times, 
condemned the act by a majority, as one of atrocious wicked- 
ness. So far, is written down in Heaven's chancery, and neither 
good nor evil angel will blot it out. But a ministry, possibly 
enough the prompters of the deed from the beginninç, took 
advantage of a power which, if Englishmen were wise, no 
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iuinister would ever have a^ain^ and called a new parliament, 
with the avowed purpose of appealing to the worst passions of 
the people, stimulated by sucn a âood of falsehoods showered 
on the elections, as stands unparalleled in the history of 
popular govemment. The people of England, with few ex- 
ceptions, of which you and yours made one, put off their 
manhood, and at the invitatiou of the minister, dedared 
themselves " British lions," an iU-favoured brute, fit only to 
lap the blood of the defònceless, and to be laid bj the arm of 
the first that in one way or other is the stronger. The people 
of England in almost one breath cried out ^ On us and on 
our cmldren be it -^ and on them and their children it has 
come, in the shape of this Indian disgrace and misery. I saw 
yesterday in the street a boy selling a broadside headed '' God's 
Jt^igment upon Murder." I did not see whether it was in 
allusion to the events at Oanton. 

Next afber asserting that the most improper of ali things 
is to inquire how the mischief was brought about, comes the 
assertion of the govemment, reiterated over and over, that 
the danger is purely one of military revolt, and the population 
of índia are not engaged in it. The Member for Shemeld was 
Hke to have his nose bitten off, for asserting that there was 
danger at ali ; and anybody who asserted that the population 
of índia were engaged, would probably be in equal peril. See 
we then, how much the govemment organs know about the 
matter, and at the very time they are assuring us the popula- 
tion are neutral, see what are the pains taken by the actors 
abroad, to secure from the population the ^reatest possible 
quantity of hostility. This country is like a Wind horse which 
everybody is trying to push into a ditch ; but with this 
difference, that the horse does not say '' I am blind and love 
to be blind ; if I have any chance of an eye left, put it out ; 
the ditch is where I want to be, and I am greedy to follow 
anybody who will take me there." 

Put the case that a hundred years after the Norman Con- 
quest, Bichard at Ascalon had got up a quarrel about hog*s 
lard, and had thereupon set his bow-men of Norman race to 
&il upon his bill-men of Saxon, and hunt them throu^h hill 
and dale, hanging the wounded as he caught them, and in ali 
other ways making himself into an avowed "fiend." And 
imagine the same system extended to England, and see whether 
the steps taken would rouse the population or not. Imagine 
a Norman officer in command oi a Saxon regiment, hanging 
his prisoners with literally his own hands*; — ** I had to see 
everything done mysel^ even to the adjusting of the ropes, 



72 Murãer qfthe wounded. 

and saw them looped to nm easy f ' — *' I took on my own 
shoulders the responsibility of hanging them first, and asking 
leave to do so afterwards ;" (thus cnttÍD^ off the superior 
authorities from the chance to interfere); — ''One of the 

frísoners was of very hiffh casté and influence, and this man 
determined to treat with the greatest ignominy, by getting 
the lowest caste man to hang him." Groes on with mrther 
details of how this officer exerted himself in the busmess of 
executioner, and gave his personal ezertions in aid. Would 
Coeur de Lion's ministers stand np, and say the pop^lation 
wajB not to be engaged ? 

Fancy England deluged with aocounte, in such modes of 
publicity as then existed, of zealous Norman squires rushing 
forth with double cross-bows if such things were, and bringing 
down Saxon villagers " right and left," upon the evidence of 
their being flat-featured or red-haired, and ali to satisfy the 
enormous zeal for vengeance in the individual Norman mind. 
Baise no question whether ali this would be asked a blessing 
on by Norman bishops ; inquire simply whether the English 
population would have thought itself engaged or not. 

Conceive other enthusiastic personages of the same kind, 
boasting how they had hung the wounded Saxons who fell 
into their hands, on the trees on the sides of the road, in 
imitation of the Bomans who crucifíed their revolted slaves 
in rows on the two sides of the Via Appia, or Sacra, or what- 
ever else it was. And others glorying in having hung rich 
Saxon merchants, worth the equivalent to £240,0%. Imagine 
your news-letters, manuscript perchance, bringing word of the 
hanging of Mr. Salt, and Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Eothschild ; 
and ali because Kichard had chosen to apply hog's lard to his 
bill-men at Ascalon. Stop not to ask what quantum of ridi- 
cule would attach to the whole, nor how the condemned in 
the realms below would ask for an hour's holiday to laugh. 
It is the thing that is. It is where we are. And the question 
here raised, is whether any government in Bicharas time 
would have been so blind to its own character for sense, as to 
say the population was not raised. 

Whence came this stranse escape of devilry ; is Satanás 
boiler cracked, and letting the vapours through ? A twelve- 
month ago, and Englishmen were Christians, men, something 
like the Almighty^s gentlemen. A red coat marked a soldier, 
not an executioner. Our young men are invited, in almost 
distinct terms, to enlist into the " Fiends," or into " Calcraffs 
Own ;'^ and then respectable youths of the commercial classes 
are insulted because they do not enlist. I note, for the benefit 
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'of ali the military in Europe, — a fierce brotherhood who have 
a good deal of common stock, — that for the first time in 
military history a corps was proposed to be raised, armed 
with a special weapon for forestalling the office of the hang- 
man. There was a time, when in the midst of high religious 
fíiry, a French and Catholic officer replied to an inyitation 
from his sovereign, ^* Tour Majesty has here loyal subjects, 
brave soldiers, hvi not one executioner^ That breed of men is 
gone, and we are hangmen ali. Let ns hope, for their own 
oomfort, those gallant souls will keep their heaven for them- 
selves. 

But there is a clue ; the crack in the boiler may be traced. 
It takes some courage to push throu^h the atmosphere of 
willing gobe-moucheê and eager accomplices ; but it must be 
done. When a pickpockefs fingers stiffen with age, or a 
borglar finds his nerves failing him for encountering the 
mastiff in the passage, he takes to a particular line of busmess, 
which is that of accusing of unmentionable crimes. This is 
the **dodge," if it may be permitted to.introduce a term a 
great writer has made almost clássica], played off upon the 
tiiirsty dupes in London and the provinces. When a popular 
preacher says '' he should be hissed if he entered into de- 
sGríption," this is what he means. Congreve rockets and 
Enfield rifles have been superseded by a newer invention for 
annoyance of an enemy ; and priest and noble, press and 
platform, run hotly in its train. Where everything is con- 
cealment except what íavours one side, certainty is not to be 
expected. But any man who by battling with the world has 
attained to a portion of what the Scottish novelist makes 
somebody oddly call " the eye in the back of his neck," may 
have the strougest conviction the case is capable of, that the 
assertions of this and kindred nature are volunteer falsehoods, 
intended to act in England. Foreigners will call it the new 
English weapon. Wherever the evidence is closely tested^ 
there is either none, or it is the other way. Some crafty 
native has speculated onbeing paid according to the piquaucy 
of his reports, and so his morbid imagiuation has been let 
loose. That Europeans without distinction were often slaugh- 
tered, is beyond dispute ; and is what would have taken place 
under similar circumstances in any of the wars of Europe, if 
the same means had been used to court it. But the initiative 
was with the Europeans. They began by scandalous breach 
of faith with the Native army, and foUowed it up by such 
insane cruelty as eclipses ali in the world*s history. Alva or 
Tilly might have thought of such a thíog ; but they would 
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not have gmmbled at the ooDBeqnenoes they must have 
ooanted on, and least of ali woold they have got np the 
wom-oat biirglar*8 charge agaínst their adversaries. 

I gaid the evidence, when pnshed, was nothing, or the other 
way. The onlj case m whi<ui any tangible testimonj is pro- 
dnoed, is that of a native servant escapa from Cawnpore, who 
idiea asked a pointed qnestion with referenoe to the women 
snfferers, says ** No, anleas it was in one particular case.** 
And then he relates a story, a sort of parody on the apocryphal 
history of Jndith, of which he does not profess to have the 
slightest personal knowledge, 'and which any Grand Jury 
would tum ont of court without five minutes' deliberation. A 
lady was taken by a man of rank to his house, and lodged 
with his loife and children; a strange preparation for violation 
in any country. And in the night she cut off the man and 
wife and children's heads, and threw herself into a well. Any 
jury would say it was much more likely the manput herwith 
nis wife and children with a view to save her than to injure 
her, and if there was any truth in the remainder of the story, 
(for which, observe, there is not a tittle of evidence,) the poor 
girFs head was tumed, as well it might be, with terror. And 
these are the sort of grounds on which a stratagem against 
an enemy, certainly not in Frontinus or any author ancient 
or modern on the art of war, is cheered and foliowed by men 
who dream to pass as sensibíe and ôt for office in either earth 
or heaven. None as a body have shown common sense or 
caution except the Working Classes. Will they not stick to 
it, and look to get ali their JTist complaints redressed as the 
wheel comes round ? 

Yours, &c. 

S8 Oct., 1857. 
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Índia, continued. — ^Evidkncb of " iNDOPniLUs." 

XXI. 

I LOOK round for support for the statements in your paper, 
and it is found in the colimms of the Times, A writer under 
the signature of " Indophilus" (Times, 23 Oct.), evidently an 
old resident in índia, describes the religious peculiarities of 
the natives (borrowed to a great extent from what the people 
calling themselves Christians account holy writ), and gives 
some iustances of the extent to which European governors 
and individuais of mark, acting like sensibíe and sensitivo 
men, conformed to the feelings of those around them. Indeed 
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it is Bo STich pleasant tbing, to know that the people aboat 
jQU, jour own serrants and officers, conoeive you to be in tbe 
habit of doing something they have been taught from their 
in&ncj to be filthy or degrading. iVmcy a Secretaiy at the 
Horse Guarda being known to eat dog ; or a Speaker of the 
House of Commòns to indulge in potetions of ** blue rmn." 
Would it increase the efficiency of those functionaries with 
the public ? Myself can giv© evidence to the effects of very 
moderate conformity. I travelled with my family in Arab 
vessels, by uviíat waa nevertheless called the Overland ronte, 
from Bombay to Alexandria, at a time when my wife was the 
second Enropean woman who had gone that way. Lady 
Nightingall being the fírst ; and I discovered that we were 
handed^om one to another through the whole journey, by a 
kind of underground telegraph, with the character of " He's 
tayyih [good], he neither (&inks wine nor eats swine." The 
Árab mercenaries at the barrier of Mocha insisted on intro- 
dudng me to the hospitalities of their guard-room ; and the 
American negro renegado at Jidda saia ** I do believe, Sir, 
they would let you, — go out at the Mecca gate !" Surely a 
moderately good-natured man would be better and not worse, 
for finding himself the object of such a feeling. 

And the dislike to hog^s flesh is not confíned to Orientais. 
Some of our own countiymen have it, manifestly derived from 
the Leyitical law. I remember in índia hearing a man now 
of great standing, a native I believe of the Isle of Skye, reply 
with profound seriousness to a request that he would take a 
piece of ham, " I never ate swine'8 flesh." Will you try Sir 
John for mutiny, if he objecta to coming into contact with 
hog's lard % 

^ Indophilus** says, ^' The feeling was respected and almost 
shared by the Anglo-Indians. Lord Metcalfe never allowed 
ham at his table ; and I have seen a large company of English, 
refíifle, under the influence of this feeling, to partake of a dish 
of wild boar's flesh dressed in a peculiar manner which had 
been sent to them as an act of courtesy by a Bajpoot Chief 
through whose district they were travelling. To bite a car- 
tridge sreased with coVa and pig*s fat was, therefore, more 
to Hindoos and Lidian Mohammedans than eating pork to a 
Jew, spittinffonthe Host to a Boman Catholtc, ortrampling on 
the Cross to a ProtestarU,^^ 

Here then we wOl take atezt. Firstly, is it allowable that 
a gorernment should enliat soldiers not of the religion pro- 
fesaed by the rulers ? Is it right that a government nominally 
Cfariatian shoidd raise Mohunmedan troops out of the inha- 
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bitants of a Moliainmedan country ;— or that a gOTemment 
where the sovereign is by law obliged to be a Protestant, 
should raise regimenta of Irísh or Miutese Catholics, or admit 
Oatholics into its regimenta ? If it does, may it promise to 
auch soldiers non-interference with their religion, for it is 
certain they will not enlist withont expecting it ; — ^and if it 
ao promisea, ia it bound to keep ? Or maj tlie Protestant 
officer at any time aay to the Mohammedan private, ^'I 
command you by virtue of your military obedience to haóidle 
pig," — or to the Cathoiic, "to void your rheum upon the 
Host" ? If the laat haa not been aaid, it wiU be aaid, when 
anybody is convenienced by it ; unlesa the difference can be 
pointed out, between it and what has already occurred. 

It may be said perhaps, that the soldier is not the judge ; 
he may be only a little greased, or the spítting on the Host 
may not be exacted in its grosaest form. When he enliated, 
it may be said, he sold hia aoul to hia officer in these matr 
ters, and the officer muat determine ;— it ia a nice queation 
of military law, and the âtting partiea muat decide. 

I ahould like to have aeen a military officer preaent him- 
self with a caauistic difficulty of thia kind, to any of the 
great masters of war, to Frederick or Napoleon. It would 
have been pleaaant to hear how quick the answer would have 
been, " It may be a difficulty, Sir, bijt if t/ou raise it, your 
head shall answer for it.'' Such difficultiea do not occur, 
where wise men rule ; they occur only where men are not 
wiae, or where the wiae are over-ridden. 

But, it will be aaid, the thing waa imaginary ; it was not 
true. Suppose then thia waa ao. Suppose the Catholic sol- 
dier waa poaaeaaed with a notion, unfounded it may be, that 
the articlea aerved out to him had been soaked in a lixivium 
of the bonea of deceaaed Orangemen, and Kathleen from the 
beloved moraaa waa writing by every post, to say His Eeve- 
rence said if Patrick took them, his name should be read out 
from the altar. Would it be the part of sane men, of gen- 
tlemen, of people an inch removed in intellect above the ill- 
favoured wild-Deaat the Engliah populace have taken for their 
prototype and exemplar, — to aentence Patrick to ten yeara' 
hard labour in irona for the reapectful declaration of hia 
honeat acruplea, and prayer to have the advantage of the 
order of the Civil government, that he might make up the 
articlea himaelf ? Ia there a man mad enough, ignorant 
enough, bad aoldier «nough, to think of auch a thing ; and yet 
the men were found to do it. 

The queation growa on hand. Like the claaaical personifí- 
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cation of " rumour," it begins in lowliness, but the tendency 
of its head is to reach the clouds. What are the limits of the 
command of the officer over the soldier ? It is a high military 
problem ; and the znan who is afraid of it, is not what our 
fathers were. Was it or ought it to have been within the 
limits of military obedience in the days which preceded the 
establishment of the present family on the throne, that if a 
Catholic officer said to his Protestant soldier, Do or submit to 
something which your friends and comrades think implies 
reconciliation with Eome, the soldier must comply ? Was 
the soldier, for instance, to stop his honest throat by word of 
command, at the acquittal of the Bishops ? Our ancestors 
gave the answer ; and curses both loud and deep will foUow 
the man or men, who in the fatness of their heart and gross- 
ness of their unpurged understanding, chose to set the question 
on its legs again by taking it out of the hands of wiser men 
who would have kept it down. 

Ali this will be bitter subject for reflection, when Philip 
drunk is succeeded by Philip sober, and sufferings of which 
the shadows are already caât before, have changed the fever 
of intoxication into the prayer for soda-water and wet towel. 
Other nations have had their contests for empire. Bussia, 
Áustria, and Turkey have each had their wars with resisting 
populations. But Bussia, Áustria, and Turkey did not there- 
upon go mad, and call on earth and heaven to witness that 
they threw off human sense and prayed for homs and tail to 
play the devil in. They did not rave, and storm, and bluster, 
and propose exterminating a Polish or Italian or Morean 
nation, with an altemative for a few in the shape of a colonial 
slave-ground. They did not avow, that they would govem 
by the basest elements they could discover or import, and 
blow a trumpet to induce every Polé, Italian, or Greek, to 
prolong the desperation of his defence. They went about 
their bEtd business, at least like men of sense ; and did not 
" get drunk with blood to vomit crime," as was done with a 
whoop and a hoUa, by almost the totality of moral, sermon- 
izing England. If Bussian, Austrian, or Turk had been 
found masquerading in such a guise, England would have 
been covered with Polish, Italian, and Greek Committees, 
with no end of lectures on the impropriety of burning capitais, 
and particularly of hanging Polish wounded, or torturing 
Greek or Italian prisoners till they consented to damn their 
Bouls. And upon what ground are the English to assume 
that their proceedings wiU not be viewed elsewhere with na 
much severity? Is there nobody disposed to regard their 
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doÍB^ in a hostile light ? In tlie langnage gí oldiunes^there 
are those that bate, and there are tlMse that fear. Snapect 
the smoothn€s33 of foreigneis. Ther aay Tery cítíIIj jnst now, 
that **' £o:ziand will not interfere in the coming diacnssions ou 
the Continent." Anjbody who knows anythmg, knows ndiat 
that meansw There ma j be a next diapter and a next^ wind- 
ing np wíth what, to talk about woold be charged asinvitatúm. 
We mnst not look backward, and we mnst not look forwaixL 
We mnst shnt oor ejes and aee what lud^ wili send os. 

Sad is the iate of the nation, which leares itB affiiirs to be 
gettled by heada fít only by education and habit to lead a 
charge or eompose a newspaper artide^ and allows the role 
to be tak^i oat of the hands of men of civil wisdom and 
deliberate stady of the springs which finally move hnman 
afGúiflL The Civil Govemor does not know, and the Head of 
the Law does not know ; the private soldier knows, and the 
editor in London knows, who onght to live, and who onght 
te die, and who onght to be made np for perdition in the next 
world, by the application of tortnre in this. 

It is an old stmggle ; and those who call for the govem- 
ment of the soldier, will have enongh of it. Willnot ali this 
in one way or other be bronght here ? Are none of these 
men to come back npon ns ? K snch passions shonld get 
heaA at home, cannot we almostpolnt to tiie treethe wonnded 
man will be hanged npon, and the place where the triangle 
may be set up to torture him into previons repndiation of 
his hopes of heaven ? What a gnlf do men open, when they 
U^ aside the &calties God gave them, and glory in pl&ying, 
lÍKe bad mummers, the parts of wild-beast and of fíend! 

Yonra,&a 



4 Nov. 1857. 
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iNiyiA, ooNTnnnED. 

It is good to gather from ali qnarters the facts that are 
allowed to come before ns, and see with what a resoluta 
ingennity they are tortured into the service of the enemy. 

The last number (216) of the Edinhurgh Beview contains an 
account of the natives of índia, civil and military, written 
evidently by an eye-witness, and what ali who nave seen 
índia will readily confírm. 

"For a century we had trusted our helpless litUe ones, without a 
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miflgmng^ to the guarditmBliip &ad protection of these very people. 
Maiiy aa Englis^ lady travelled from one end. of the country to the 
otheiv^-^ong desert roads, through thick junglea» or on vast solitary 
rívers» — miles and miles away from the companionship of white men» 
— ^mthout the slightest anxiety. Her natire servants, Mohammedans 
and Hindoos, were her protectora ; and she was as safe in such custody 
as in an English home. Not a word or a gesture ever alarmed her 
modesty or excited her fear. The dark, bearded men, who surrounded 
her, treated her wlth the most delicate respect, and bore about with 
them a cbivalrous sense of the sacreduess of their charge. Many a 
fond husband and &ther has entrusted to sudi guardianship ali tluit 
waa dear to him in the woiid, and felt as much security as if he had 
oonflígned bis treasures to the care ofhis nearest kdndred." 

" And even stranger than this new horror of the pollution of our 
wives and danghters " [Bemember that to tíiat, tbe evidence, so far 
as it has been got at, says No,'] was the butchery of the little children. 
Few of our countrymen have ever retumed from índia without deplor- 
ing the loss of their native servants. In the nursery they are, perhaps, 
more missed than in any part of the establishment. There are, 
doubtiess, hundreds of English parents in this country who remember 
with feoUngs of kindliness and gratitude the nursery bearers or male 
nurde% who attended their children. The patience, the gentleness, 
the tendemess with whi<di these white-robed, swarthy Indians attend 
the little children of their Europeui masters, surpass even the love of 
women. Tou may see them sitting for hour after hour, with their 
little infantine charges^ amusing them with toys, fanning them when 
they slumber, brushing away the flies, or pacing the verandah (shaded 
balcony,) with the little ones in their arms, droning the low monoto- 
nous lullaby which charms them to sleep. And ali this without a 
shadow on the brow, without a gesture of impatience, without a single 
petulant word. No matter how peevish, how wayward, how unrea- 
sonable, how ezacting the child may be, the native bearer only smiles, 
shows his white teeth, or shakes his blaok locks, giving back a word of 
endearment in reply to young master^s imperious discontent. In the 
sick room, doubly gentle and doubly patient, his noiseless ministra^ 
tions are continued through long days, often through long nights, as 
though hunger and weariness were human frailties to be cast off at 
such a time. It is little to say that these poor hirelings ofben love 
their master's children with greater tendemess than their own. 
Parted from their little charges, they may ofben be seen weeping like 
obildren themselves ; and have been known, in after years, to travei 
hundreds of mil^ to see the brave young ensign or the blooming 
maiden whom they once dandled in their arms/' 

" Tbese men, it is true, are not sepoys ; and it would seem that the 
instanow are few in which the native servaut, EUndoo <»* Mussulman, 
has tomed against his European master. But the sepoy has ever shown 
the lame kindnesB towards the children of his English ofSoer. He 
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appeared to rejoioe when a num child was bom to bis captain, and to 
ahare the príde engendered by the event. Wbo bas not seen the 
otderly in tbe rerandab playing with tbe diildren of bis offioer, and 
endeavouring to attraot tbeir iimooent caresses? Wbo would not 
bave coníided bis wife and cbildren to the care of sucb men ? Wbo 
did not feel securíty doubly secure if a sepoy escort attended ao 
Ttnglig^^ lady on ber joumey, or a sepoy guard were posted at tbe door ? 
Tbey wbo knew tbe sepoys best, troÍBted tbem most. If any Englisb- 
man of long experíence witb a nativo regiment bad a year ago been 
asked, if be believed tbat under any drcumstances, tbe sepoy would 
Otttrage and murder tbe wires and daugbters of bis offioers and cut 
tbeir little cbildren into pieces, be would bave auswered, witbout a 
moment'8 besitation, tbat it wasolearlyan impossibility.'' — Edinburgh 
Reeiew, No. 216. 

And now to see tbe astoundiíig inference drawn by sucb 
aatbority. 

" But, in defíance of ali buman calculations, suddenly, and as if by 
miraculous intervention, tbe man ceased, and tbe fíend arose. It is 
useless to account for tbe pbenomenon. We know too weU tbe dread- 
fid fact.* — Ibid. 

The sailors, in the vanity of tbeir hearts, say " Tell tbat to 
the marines, but the sailors will not believe it." It is tbe old 
attempt. It is tbe endeavour to prevent you from asking for 
causes. There is something desired to be wrapped up, and 
therefore you are told ** It is useless to endeavour to acoonnt 
for tbe pbenomenon." When buman remains were found in 
a carpet-bag under Waterloo Bridge, did anybody tell you 
it was "useless to endeavour to account for the pbeno- 
menon 1" Why tben are you told so now ? 

But there must be furbber sifbing of this wisdom of the 
wise, if it is only tbat ali of us may take our proper placea. 
Is it credible, reasonable, or according to sucb experíence of 
worldly events as comes within tbe scope of the moderately 
well-informed of tbe Industrious Classes, tbat a whole country 
fuU of people, loving, devoted, amiable, — a country where 
Englisb men and women walked through tbe land witb some- 
thing like the sense of securíty and affectionate regard witb 
wbicn a kind landlord and bis family present tbemselves to 
the villagers on the estate, — sbould suddenly, in defiance of 
ali buman calculations of causes and effects, witb no possibility 
of ezplanation but " as if by miraculous intervention," undergo 
witbout assignable cause sucb a change as " the man ceasing 
and tbe fiend arising "? Did any living creature ever witness 
sucb a change ; — or read of it in history ; — or did the authors 
of works of imagination ever run the risk of sucb a theory ? 
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There is something to hide. Thej are ali in a story ; and 
you are to be the gulls.and dupes. Providence ia trying you 
at this moment, to see whether you are worthy to take your 
place among those who have a voice in the decision of public 
alSairs. 

Not that those who set before you these prodigies of ill 
reasoning do it with eyes open to a malicioiís intent. Men 
do not say now as in Solomon's time, ''Come let us shed 
innocent blood." They shed blood and persuade themselves 
they are the innocents. But ali these things are lessons, 
showing how needful it is that if men would not have their 
eyes stolen out of their heads, for the chance of seeing afler- 
wards through other men^s spectacles, they should use the 

Erivilege of eyes while they have them, and not be led astray 
y what any authority, however greal^ may tell them to the 
oontrary. 

The picture given of the natives of índia, before the fiend 
was let loose upon them in the shape of military madness, is 
not in the smallest degree overcharged. The lady who was 
with me in índia and Arábia, and had seen the sepoys by 
land and sea, in peace and war, in journeyings often, in camp 
and on the marcn, said when she heard of late events, ^ The 

sepoys were much more likely to have asked to nurse the 

little children, than to cut anybody*s throat." And for this 
we are to be told, there is no assignable cause ; man alive 
cannot tell a reason why ; it is inscrutable, and you had better 
not ask. The depositors of the human remains upon the 
bridge (if it was not a freak of some medicai students) would 
say the same if they had the chance. 

If the laborious ox, or still more patient beast of burthen, 
was seen ''suddenly andas if by miraculous intervention" run- 
ning amuck and sending man, woman and child to the hospital 
by dint of hom or hoof, — if ali at once the kíndly creature 
''ceased, and the fiend arose," — the Edinburgh Reviewers 
would never pit their character for sense, on inviting us to 
make no '' useless endeavour to account for the phenomenon," 
and particularly not to ask whether some reprobate has not 
blown substances of intolerable acrimony up the nostrils of 
the animal, or applied some chemical, equivalent to liquid 
fire, to a sensitivo part. Men know better than to argue 
childishly on the evei7day afEairs of life. 

Cervantes's fool at Seville (Preface to Second Part of Don 
Quixote) said " I suppose you think it an easy matter to blow 
up a doe." If to blow up a dog was work enough for a fool, 
to estaluish an Empire among two or three hunored millions 
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of people of diiferent habita, religion, and Isngoage, 'was work 
enoagn for a wise man, or anj siicoeaaioik of wiae. Wise meu 
did it for a hnndred years, and military folly destroyed it ia 
one hoar. Military coxoombiy and ignorance were always 
at work in índia, coonteracting the enorts of Civil wisdom, 
and hatching the materiais for massacre and miscMef. In 
1806, a martínet of a General took offence at the monstaèhes 
of the Natáve Armj, and particalarly at their wearing on 
their foreheads what looks like a small red wafer, being fore* 
cisely the cnstom allnded to in Scriptore nnder the title of 
the ** seal in the forehead." Anybody with as mudi sense as 
wonld make him pass mnster a^ Bradford, wonld haTe felt 
that the more an Indian soldier carried of these distinctions 
of his tribe and fiúth, the greater was the eridence to the 
talent and inflnence wfaich could knead these men of strange 
mould into an effective force, and have their enthnsiastic 
Services. Bot the military chief thonght otherwise. He 
perhaps never thonght, — ^for thinking was not his forte,— that 
to order the Natiye soldier to cnt off his monstaches, was the 
same ridiculous affi*ont as if he had ordered a Éuropean 
ffrenadier to wear a mob-cap, and that washing off the wafer 
Srom the forehead was the same kind of insult as if one of 
John Wesley's military followers had been ordered to strip 
naked to see that he had not a ticket of the Methodist Society 
abont him. Nothing but the hiffhest incompetenoe — an in- 
competence like what at Bradford shonld leaid a manager to 
throwhob-nails into the machinery and smoke his pipe among 
the cotton — wonld have dreamed of snoh an act. IN everthe- 
less the act was done, and a gloriotis mutiny got up, — ^brilliant 
killing and siaying on ali sides, — great *' fun '* for the amateurs 
of massacre, — if a lion could chew the cad, the " British lion " 
would be chewing on ít to this day. 

When a great explosion takes place, there is always some 
moment at which the deed was done, some point of time when 
the fire was applied to the mouth of the powder-barrel. The 
Edinburgh Beviewers let out a clear perception of when this 
moment was. They note that at Meerut, where 85 honest 
troopers were sent to ten years' labonr in irons for making a 
respectful remonstranoe against an interference with their 
religiouB feelings which the Civil govemmenthad prohibited,— 

** The júnior officers of the regiment, both Éuropean and nativo, had 
remonstrated against such aproceeding." — Id. 

That is to say, they remonstrated against firing the maga- 
zine. Care has been taken in the reports laid before parlia- 
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ment to keep down this remarkable &ct. The Edinburgh 
Beviewer, wno nndonbtedly has the meanB, appears to have 
oome to the knawledge of it ; and thanks are due for the com- 
munication. 

The military men of ali Enrope, not ezcluding America, 
will form a judgment whether here was not a movement so 
instional, tyrannical, and contrary to ali that forma the bond 
between the soldier and the offioer, as to lead to what followed 
hy the same invincible necessity, that in nine cases out of ten, 
íiring a gun ensnes on puUing of the trigger. 

Onoe more, to impress upon yonr readers, that the point 
there is so mudi anxiety to conceal, is that the mischief in 
índia arose out of the violence and incapacity of the military 
anthorities, in wilful rebellion against the directions of the 
Civil govemment. And that the question in the end will be, 
whether the same shall be imported here. 

Yours, &c 

11 Novemòer, 1857. 



Th« National " Stampbdo." 

XXIIT. 

In parts of South America where the plains are covered 
with cattle in nearly a wild state — the great hide and tallow 
countries — the homed beasts are oocasionally seized with a 
kind of contagious madness, which makes them throw up 
their tails and shut their eyes, a pi^ecaution a bullock always 
takes in criticai circumstances, and rush with one consent like 
the swine possessed of the devil in the land of the Gergesenes, 
till they run violently down a steep place into the sea, or in 
any other way come to the end which insanity with eyes 
shut is calculated to ensure. And this, it may be doubtful 
fi-om what language, is known as a '* stampedo." 

How the madness begins, it is not always easy to trace. 
Ferhaps some captain bullock has stuck his horns into his 
subordinates till they could stand it no longer, and so the 
subordinates have resisted in a way that ended in blood and 
brain-shed ; though oxen are weak in that way, compared to 
Christians with nine-pounders. The thinç however is begun, 
and bovine wisdom issues the general order for the rush. 

Somethingclosely resemblmg this, is the case with general 
England now. Those who ought to have been wisest, take 
everywhere the lead in foUy. Look for the men whose 
positions as statesmen, divines, or professional philanthropists, 
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might hare led to expect better things, and you shall find 
them careering at the heads of oolumns, the fattest and the 
maddest bulis of Bashan of the whole. Look for instance at 
your philanthropists. You will find them gloatinç over every 
instance of Christian ferocity, and laying themselves out to 
deny and conceal the fact, that ali the mischief arose out of 
a distinct breach of faith towards the Native army, conducted 
with a brutality which would have driven the Life Guards 
into mutiny if it had been practised on them in the troublous 
times of history. Fancy in the present day eighty-five 
Oatholic troopers (the case is so put because they might be a 
yirtual minority), sentenced to ten years' imprísonment with 
hard labour in irons, for remonstrating against being forced 
to do what their friends and countrymen considered as equi- 
valent — I copy the words from the colamns of the Times — 
to spitting on the Host. And then stands up your philan- 
thropist, and asks what grievance was ever put forward. 
Take another case, and you shall find your man uttering a 
howl of woe like the hyasna at the Zoological Gardens, be- 
cause of a report that a high Civil Senrant in índia has 
saved from murder in cold blood a number of prisoners. 
Our philanthropist trusts in God's mercy it is not true. He 
feels the liveliest hope that the private soldier has taken 
the matter out of the hands of the Civil Governor, and 
outdone the massacres with which the French revolutionists 
were twitted. The Parisian populace killed men in the 
prisons without trial ; but they did not wait till a consti- 
tuted authority had ordered their release, and kill them 
afberwards. This was lefb for those who are toiling to msJ^e 
the name of Englishman a horror and a disgraoe. And 
what did your philanthropist know about the case ? Did he 
know, for instance, that the released in question were not 
the horse-keepers of the former British force, — people as far 
from responsible for anything that had happened or not 
happened, as the boys of the shoe-black brigade in the 
event of an insurrection in London ? He knew nothing but 
that blood had not been shed, and his right^ous soul was 
ffrieved. The Civil Govemor was on the spot and knew ali ; 
but the philanthropist three thousand miles off knew better 
by consultation of the spirit that was in him. He has been 
disappointed of blood ; and therefore he howls. ** So would 
it be with us, if we were there ;*' this is what you and I may 
come to, if these men have their way. Why snould not they 
come down on us or ours to-morrow, with some intolerable 
injury to our politicai or religious feelings, and then blow us 
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from guns, and raise the voice of disappointed wild-beasts 
against the Civil ruler who should interfere ? 

A general gives an order, such as has never been issued 
in wntin^ since Borne ceased to be Pagan. And your philan- 
thropist 18 in spasms of delight^ at the emanation of Christian 
feeling which went the length of saying something about ex- 
cepting women. An officer puta a prisoner to death with 
previous torture of the most refined kind*. No evidence is 
offered that the prisoner was in any way personallj guilty 
beyond being found in the captured town. The ofEicer gives 
it under his own hand, that he did it because the prisoner 
thought it would damn his soul. There are horrible stories 
told of the enormities which took place during the religious 
wars of Earope ; perhapsit is because one side are the tellers, 
that they are found laia to the charge of the other. The two 
most frightful stories in previous muitary history, are of the 
commander who in storming a town filled with both religious 
sects, said " Kill them ali ; God will know his own." And 
the other who, when people bumt in their houses threw their 
little children out of the windows, ordered them to be thrown 
back, with " Bum the nits as well as the lice." But both 
these are thrown into the shade by the last invention, for 
which the name of Englishman will be uttered in horror for 
coming generations. But your philanthropist considers the 
actor as a kind of ^ Ecce homo ; ^^ views him as a sort of 
personifícation of Christianity exercising its mission on the 
neathen. And this, with the massacre at Canton which 
opened the bali, we shall have to reward in the House of 
Commons. 

The Native soldiers who remained with the English army, 
after giving up their arms are reported to have been mur- 
dered in their sleep by the English soldiery. The news does 
not appear quite certain ; but your philanthropist is in rap- 
tures of hope that it is true, he cannot conceive the ill judg- 
ment of the officer who should propose tohinder it, he thinks 
it the most proper thing on earth, and what every foUower of 
Him of Nazareth is bound to admire and support. And the 
army thus tutored is to be brought back upon us, as James 
brouçht Kirk*s regiments from Tangier. 

It IS plain enougn what we shall have here. The cholera 
at Hamburgh is not more certain to find its way to our 
coasts, than that this will be among us before long. Well 
may the*Becorder of Birmingham think it is time to wam 
against exchanging the complexities of English law for the 
compendious jurisdiction of the corporal. The corporal is 
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tbe man who knows ali about it. The points as yet indicated 
by name as demanding the corporal*s interference, are the 
Chartists and the Maynooth grant ; but it is just as likely to 
come to you or to me. The corporal, by looking in oar faces, 
will know whetíier we are " rascais," or " scoundrels," and 
blow lis from a gun aceordingly. A nice thing in Bradford 
streets^ to find the legs of an editor blown throngh one shop- 
window, and his brains and midriff in another. Yet this is 
what the country is howling for. Ali who think otherwise 
are bespattered with ill terms, (better, you will say, than with 
brains), as men of honest callings have their t3rpifications in 
the vocabulary of thieves, and decent women are assailed in a 
strange tongae by the wanderers of the pavement. It is 
quite true ; they nave their bye-words ; and such of us as 
have passed through the rougher scenes of life, can hardly 
fail to have been conscious of the fact. So with the others, 
*' humanity'* has long been a thing to throw into a man'8 
teeth ; and there is somebody in last week's Times, who com- 
plains of Christianity as '^preventing a desirable consum- 
mation " We shall find out by-and-by where we are. That 
is to say, more of us will find out ; for some of us know already. 
The aids are coming. This very day a sermon is sent me, 
which shows that the drum ecclesiastic is not always beat for 
mischief. It is on those words which will shine in glory 
when the tyrant and the unrighteous conqueror are made 
over into everlasting contempt, " Ali things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.*' 
It purports to have been preached at Southampton, by the 
Rev. Edmund Kell, a family name not unknown to you for 
good ; and published at WhitfieWs, 178, Strand, by request ; 
where, I imagine, it may be had by post for three stamps. If 
we knew more of the strength of ancient populations, we 
could tell better, what proportion this preacher and his con- 
gregation bear to the ten righteous who would in old time 
nave saved a city. 

During the prevalence of such a " stampedo " as described, 
it is a good rule to suspect everything that comes from the 
insane side. What is this outcry we hear against ^ red tape" ? 
Hed tape means order ; red tape means much the same as 
merchants* accounts. We ali know the kind of gentlemen, 
whose lives are made a martyrdom by the orotinacy of 
bankers requiring cheques, and not only cheques but " efifects '* 
to back them. Precisely of the same kind is {he out> 
cry affainst red tape. It began in the Crimea ; where men 
who thought they ought to have been at the top of things and 
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were not, discovered thab the way for an army to have what it 
wanted, was for erery man to take what he liked. In índia, it 
takes a wider scope. Instead of being aimed at the p^i-and- 
ink arrangementa of a commissary, bj men longing to get two 
vations of rum where one is due, it was the effort of the Anti* 
OÍTÍl>Power party in ali kinds, to take the conduct of afiOsiirs 
out of the hands of those who had kept tJiem together for 
a hundred years, and the immediate consequence was the 
present explosion. '' Traditional policy," is a branch of the 
same ontcry. The traditional policy, In spite of many griev- 
ous finita, had been on some important points the soundest 
prudenoe. Among these, was to avoia coUision with the 
religion of the Natives, — to allow of no insult to them for 
shades of cumplexion, — not to hurry the process of prose-, 
lytism, lest there should happen what has happened, a general 
hatred of Christianity, which cannon cannot reach, nor the 
rope amend. To these was to be added, a careful íntrodaction 
of oivil judicature, with its annoying interpositions between 
the culprit and the hangman, and a steady check on that 
sublimer law, which teaches a corporal, and taught a rajah, 
to know the guilty by the inspiration that is in him. These 
checks it was the first business of the military philosophers to 
remove ; and they got them out of the way, partly by direct 
interference, and partly by that constant wearing, which, like 
the dropping of water, produces its effects in the end ; till at 
last the British tenure of índia was left at the mercy of any 
colonel of a regiment who chose in deíianoe of the opinion of 
kis ofidcers to force his regiment into mutiny, without the 
chance of wiser heads interfering to say *^ Ohild ! be quiet." 

In my nezt, if nothing hinders, shall be an endeavour to 
show, how the results of the felon spirit abroad in the world, 
are coming or come to you at Brad&>rd* 

Yours^ &c. 

18 Jíovember, 1867. 

" All Wickedness is "Wbakniss." — ^From what Quarter 
comes the punishmsnt fibst ? 

XXIV. 

Thcuos directly eontrary to the rale establiahed by our 
fltatesmen in Lords asd Commons, commercial men and the 
induBtrious classes generally, will allow of inqoiry into the 
eaufiee and origin of the suâérings wbich are comii^ or come. 
Asd this beeause they have leamed, in the school of all the 
expenence which haa beialkn them, that to ascertain the 
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past causes of preseot evils is the only way sensible men, in 
their lioe of business, go aboat to preveut the aocumulation for 
the futui'e. 

And in what way does any living creatnre come to the 
knowledge of how to conduct itself, except by asking on 
every occasion of loss or failore, how the damage carne alK>ut ? 
A dog does it. Everybody does it, but a statesman. The 
pointer which is punished for putting up the game, connects 
the suffering with some past act, and takes a iesson for the 
future. What would become of a pointer, which said the 
beating was "a phenomenon it was useless to aocount for?" 

When nations enter into an implied league to support or at 
ali events not interfere with one another in iniquity, it would 
be too much to expect of the Power that rules the world, 
that the punishment of each should come out of its own 
particular box. It will do quite as well if it comes out of any 
of the others, and so tum and tum about. "Ali wickedness 
is weakness ;" but the weakness may come out of other men's 
wickedness to-day, and your own to-morrow. This is not 
the first time of noticing the tripartite treaty which virtually 
exists among three of the leading powers of the world ; and 
the notlce ought to be revived and freshened by what is taking 
place before our eyes. The United States are to establish 
Slavery through the States of Central America, and for one- 
and-twenty years England has been holding the clothes. 
What France intends to have, has broken out in the form of 
re-establishment of the A&ican Slave Trade. And England 
is to be let alone in her proceedings in China and in índia. 
Such at least was the apparent compact as it stood. The 
minister has chosen withLn these few days to throw doubts 
on its stability, by hinting at the probability of somebody 
being desirous of attacking England. Surely the man would 
have been held mad, in any other department of life, who had 
volunteered such an invitation. No banker was ever known, 
when there were no visible symptoms of a run upon him, to 
come forward with the gratuitous Information, that if anybody 
made such an attempt, he would be found stronger than was 
expected. Nobody does such things but statesmen. The 
profession and position of a statesman liberat^ him from 
ali the rules which elsewhere are thought prudence. He 
establishes the rule that every man*smÍBdeeds are to be cured 
and not inquired into, and sits down in measureless oontent. 
And what was the arcniment volunteered to foreigners, who 
perhaps never thought of anything like what they were 
invited to think alK)ut? One of our friends draws and 
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expends, a sum of money which some people think a strain 
upon his means. To which he replies '* Never fear ; / have 
dravm aa much mort, and therefore am where I was." If thís 
man had an enemy, surely that enemy would discover that 
by such drawing he had come nearer to his end. Foreign 
statesmen are not so duU, if EnglÍE$h are. They know that 
war among powerful nations is a contest of ultima te resources, 
and that it is no answer to having made one draft on these, 
to say I have made another. 

But now to seek the cause of the present commercial eyils. 
They come to us from America^ and America has long been 
engaged in two courses of avowed and notable injustice, 
"filibustering" and slave-dealing. The natural effect of doing 
what a man knows to be wrong, is to didl his sensibility to 
anybody^s interest but his own ; and he who has no sensibUity 
to anyboíiy^s interest but his own, is in common life on the 
hiffh road to a felon*s fate, and in public to something not 
umike. And the effect is not confined to the immediate 
actors, but extends to those who are brought, voluntarily or 
not^ into habitual contact with them. A reckless spirit makes 
head, and shows its consequences in ali directions. Nobody 
would look to filibusters for economy or forethought ; nor to 
a âlibustering nation. Where the overpowering tendency is 
to doing what no regard to the ordinary rules of right can 
justify, a general disposition to run unwarrantable risks for 
the chance of possible gains, takes possession of society ; the 
very school-boy lays down his bets with increased alacrity, in 
confídence in the "T, take up ali" which he feels sure will be 
the end. And if âlibusters are not prudent for the future, 
neither are they economical of the present. " Light come, 
light go," is every where their motto ; and of such is the 
Bankrupt List. The Americans seem disposed to lay the 
blame upon their wives. It makes little difference here, so 
long as the thing was done. 

It may be a useful question whether it is not possible for a 
nation to reduce itself to bankruptcy by the over-expenditure 
of private persons, as well as an individual. Which does not 
mean that there shall not be a dealer in gingerbread who 
continues solvent ; but that there shall be a great and general 
inability to meet commercial engagements, nke what is now 
in America and is extending itself to Europe. In attempts to 
ffain light on this, the principal argument on the other side 
has appeared to be, that what one man over-spends, some 
othef must gain ; — in short the old argument in favour of 
luxury. Doubts may be felt on this. If an individual A. B. 
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ruins himself by over-ezpenditure, it is not asserted that he 
ruined the tradesmen witii whom he dealt; at least if he paid 
their biUs. What is asserted is, that he rained himêdf. ^ut 
if in addition to this he has nin up bills which he cannot paj, 
then he has to the extent of the process niined other people. 
If an agriculturist mismanages, — if he pnts more into the soil 
than he takes out of it, and still more if he incurs debts in the 
prosecution of his object which he never pays, — ^he may be 
neld to be going the straight way to min both himaeif and 
other people. And if there were a hundred thousand such 
agriculturists in a country, they would go a great way towards 
making a hole in that couotry's credit upon 'Ohange. 

The remedy, or one of the remedies, proposed to be applied, 
appears to be an operation of some kind upon the circulating 
médium. Things are so wrapped up in conventionalisms, that 
it is not easy to be sure of what is meant. But it will be 
found that the thing intended, is that in some way or other 
there shall be bits of paper in existence under the title of 
Bank of England notes, without the power of being able to get 
anvthing for them on demand except what the market people 
will give. This is the old affistir of 1797 ; of which everybcíiy 
knows the result to be, that the iucreased quantity becomes of 
the same total value as the old, the difference being made up 
by the sinking of the value of every five-pound note a man 
had in his purse or in his strong box. The issuers of the new 
notes at the same time gain what was given for them, for they 
are not supposed to be given away for nothing; and the 
ffovemment further makes a gain by paying the fund-holders 
m something of smaller value tban before. There never 
was anybody to be depended on for standing by the fúnd- 
holders, except the Eadicals. Everybody else would cheat 
them if they could. 

It is easy to see how any man that is in trouble for the 
means of paying his debts, would rejoice to be told he should 
be accommodated with a quantity of paper notes in which he 
could pay them, the value of such notes to be dedacted from 
the value of such as were previously in the pockets of the 
public But it does not so distinctly fòUow, why the public 
at large should rejoice, or why this should be the recognized 
way of putting an end to commercial troubles. 

And next, for the share of France. The restoratíon o£ the 
Afirican Slave Trade by France would never have been heard 
of, if the colonel in índia had been content without putting 
his troopers in irons by a troop at a time, against the remon- 
strances of his offioers, on a religious quarrel. But it is plain 
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that on the sabject of the SUve Tnde now, Engbnd haa 
nothÍBg to do but hold her tongae. Anybodj who shoold 
urge the goyemmeat to interfere, would ovlj be b^gíog it to 
parade its weakneas. Chanee of improvement in Africa, or of 
extension of trade or ootton-growing bj Btitish means, has ali 
been blown from gims in índia. £igfat months ago, En^^and 
might haye done wbat ahe pleased in Africa; and those 
who will refer to yoar newspaper press aboat that period, 
will find me uiging on your Chamber of Commerce in no 
measnred terma, the possibility of making ''a black England** 
to any extent desired. Ali that is over now. If Africana 
were asked to become black £ngland, they would langh in 
the fece of the proposer, and say *^ Will yon blow ns frt>m gons 
as yon have done yonr Indiana f* Britain had the offer of a 
hi^ mission ; she might have been the leader of more than 
hsdf mankind. Britain has thrown it in the face of Providence, 
for the pleasure of gloating npon the accounts of scattered 
limbs, and the effect of a shower of blood and brains on 
Asiatic popnlations. Are such things to be found in any 
other nation's history? There was a king who iost three 
kingdoms for a mass ; but never a country which threw up an 
empire for the like of this. The negro-hunter has won the 
day ; and ali of us who had interests different irom. his» must 
creep under his huge legs and pay the bill. 

For the English part, it is difficult to be new ; but there Is 
enough to make the gruel thick and slab. Somebody in 
coming years will take the English newspapers of the present 
time, preserved in the British Museum for that very purpose, 
and compare them with the records left in France during the 
progress of a Kevolution which in its day had been considered 
one of the world*s terrors. Frenchmen will anticipate the 
process, and examine how far anythin^ in France approached 
to the luxury of blood and massacre, m which it may almost 
be said universal England has rioted. One simple question 
from a military man. Did any officer in the French, or 
Anstrían, or Blussian service, ever with his own hands act as 
hangman? Is it clear that any officer in those services will 
sit down with an English one, till at ali events something has 
been done to prove him a dean man ? 

For the first time in the history of the universe, a country is 
seen attempting distant conquest, and beginning by trumpeting 
its detei-mination to do everything that may carry resistauce, 
from the best-bom to the inmatea of the hovel. One counsellor 
saya, exclude ali Natives from offic^ another, massacre ali 
exoept the women ; another expresses his discontent with that. 
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and admires the soldier reported to have embodied his feeling 
by bayoneting a woman, and replying with the energetic 
laconism, '' It's such as them that breeds our enemies.'* The 
press, with a fnror more like poetry than prose, has in ali 
parts of the country given scope to its enthusiasm. One 
cherished writer is inventivo on the treatment of a supposed 
leader, if he falis into his hands. I remember exactly the 
same being proposed on the subject of Napoleon. Others are 
discriminativo on the places of banishment, which may receive 
those whom the breach of faith by their own rulers had 
driven to flight to escape massacre. Geniuses there are, who 
suggest the abolition of Oriental languages, and would have 
every man who writes his name in Arabic or Persian, hanged 
with his pen and inkhorn about his neck. An officer assassi- 
nates two Mohammedans for ''scowling at him ;" so says the 
account, and what else have we to go by? Imagine a 
Mohammedan in Turkey pistolling two Christians for like 
offence, and what an outcry ! One politician by way of pro- 
moting the submission of índia, promisesthatitshall beruled 
by a native army formed out of the lowest dregs of Indian 
society. And another improves upon it by saying they shall 
be Caffires from the Cape, or negrões purchased à la Française. 
Fancy an army landing in !^gland, and holding out such 
sunkets to tempt submission. But perhaps nothing has 
surpassed the foUowing, which is found copied without rebuke 
in a Journal claiming something like a standing in the scale 
of civilization : — 

"SuMMABT Removal op A Native Nuisancb. — 'Should hefínd, 
on taking possession of his residence, tbat there exist any nuisances 
next to or in the immediate vicinity of his compound, such as a small 
hut on the ground adjoining, in the front or rear of the premises he 
occupies, it will be perfectly useless for him to call the Sepoy (police- 
man), attempt to complain to the owner of the property, or to offer to 
rent the same. Ali his endeavonrs will prove abortivo. The most 
effectual, safest, easiest and most económica! plan will be to pnrchase 
a smaU pig, price 5 rapees or lOs.^ have a hole made in the hut» either 
at the side or back, and send the unclean animal into the premises ; 
at the appearance or sound of which the whole of the inmates will 
abandon it instanter.' '*—-Bradshaw*9 Overlaríd Ouide to índia. 

As a mere indulgence of imagination, fancy an invader 
presenting himself in England, and sending a trumpet before 
nim to proclaim, that if any of his foUowers finds an English- 
man*s house in undesired proximity, "the most efiTectual, 
safest, easiest, and most economical plan will be, to have a 
hole made in the house, either at the side or back," and send 
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the '^imclean" contenta of a nightman^s cart '^price lOs., into 
the premises ; at the appearanoe or sound of which," the 
EngHshman "will abandon it instwnterr This is put into a 
guide-book, to be the rule of conduct to the coming genera- 
tion of travellers. On which there shall not be a word said 
of hmnanity — ^it wonld be laughed at ; — religion — there once 
was such a thing ; — ^law — the deliberate declaration is that 
there shall be none ; honour — we are hangmen. Only one 
qnestion shall be advanced, as a point on which somebodj 
may yet be sensible ; — ^Why are we to pay for doing everything 
man can devise to prevent any successful termination ? 

If anybody considers me too warm, remember I have seinred 
with the Indian soldier, and know that nothing could have 
driven him to run amuck, but what would drive our Methodist 
and in the end our Quaker friends to fierce resistance. There 
was but one point on which he could not bear being attacked, 
like a horse which will not stand being touched in the lisk. 
That point was his religion ; and with devilish acuteness they 
took advantage of it, and then made capital of the madness of 
the sufferer. One way they went about it, would curl the 
nostrils of ali Europe, if issued in French as it might be. 

" L^anglaia íest declare , potMr excUer les sensibilitêê de 

VEuropeP Our countrymen in great majority, have proved 
themselves not fít to attempt the rule of foreign territories ; 
they have not the cerebral organization. They had better 
let it alone, and no man of principie ought to be found 
encouraging them to it. They had the finest foreign army 
in history, and then they massacred it. I will not be one 
to join ; and he that holds his peace is as though he mas- 
sacred with his own hand« Of tne forty native soldiers who 
fell upon the flank of a victorious enemy and saved what was 
saved, some in the course of nature will be alive, if they 
have escaped being blown from guns. I should be glad to 
think, that sitting under his palm-tree far from the white 
man's treason, some of them remembered me. 

Yours, &c. 

26 November^ 1857. 

— ^^•io*' 

What are to bb the Coksequences ? 

XXV. 

The same school of statesmen who lay down the rule that 
it does not become us to inquire into the causes of past events, 
will think themselves bound equally to protest against in- 
quiry into the oonsequences. For what is inquiry into the 
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future to^ay, will be inquiry ínio the past to-morrow, and 
therefore what is reason for one will soon be reaaon for the 
other. 

But there íb one weakness in ibis argument, and that is, 
that a great portion of tbe consequences are dependent on 
what we do to-day. It may be perfectly sound senae, and 
accordant with the practice of men fit to take cbarge of their 
own and other men'8 affairs, to say, bere is a man bankmpt, 
but it would be very unbecoming in anybody to inquire how 
be became bankrupt, inasmuch as that is a tbing of gone^by 
time, which omnipotence itself cannot alter or a^ect. This 
may be good mercantile or statesmanlike reasonin^, and what 
every a£fectionate father wotdd hold out for the edification of 
bis son engaging in statesmanship or trade. It shall be a 
point left to posterity ; it shall not be argued now. But it is 
not good mercantile or statesmanlike policy to say, '^ You are 
doing certain things now, which have a strong tendency to 
lead to bankruptcy ; but never mind, for when you are bank- 
rupt, it will be unalterable and therefore come under the bead 
of things not to be inquired into, and so you will be ali right.** 

It shall be laid down tben, that tbe inquiiy into conse* 
quenoes sball be limited to what is doing now. No man shall 
be threatened with inquiry into bis havmg set fíre to tbe fisic- 
tory last week ; but if he is found with tbe torcb in bis hand 
doing it to-day, he shall be reasoned witb on the impropriety 
of bis conduct. Those who like to let him go on, upon the 
ground that to-morrow tbere will be nothing to be done but 
build the factory up again, may take their way ; but there are 
many of us who will dissent. 

In the ârst place tben, war is deolared in print, affainst the 
inhabitants of every depeudency of Great Britain wnicb may 
be called of foreign origin. And tbis war is carried on from 
day to day, and will continue so to be. ^verybody knows how 
the exhortations of a sanguinary press have contributed to 
make the borrors which it sells. The hint goes from tbe com- 
positor to the executioner, and the tbing is put in action. It 
is possible it may not ali be true. They give us the romance 
of wickedness ; and it is to be hoped, for their souls' sake, 
they sometimes lie. It has been noticed bow the word bas 
gone forth in índia against certain sets of politicians and reli- 
gionists at home, who were strongly recommended for the 
application of corporars law ; and in tum the word goes from 
the home to the foreign executives. The Britisb possessions 
of Italian, Greek and French origin, will be found distinctly 
marked with the assassinas chalk. It is avowed, that if men 
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mean to rule, they must make an inequality of law for them- 
selves and-forthe ruled ; and these are the inatances specified. 
Italian and Greek are verbally explained as meaning Malta 
and Corfa ; and French oan only mean Canada, unless Jersey 
must be added. Forewam'd ousht to be forearm'd, for aíl 
who may happen to be concemed. 

And if this is to be the case in old dependencies, wbere 
considerable progress had been made in producing the amal- 
gamation of interests which it is the first object of an able 
statesman to promote, still niore must it go to the exclusion 
ofGreat Britain from future shares in the attraction or ab- 
sorption of the comparatively unsettled portions of the globe. 
There were noble prospects before her, till this outbreak of 
the baser elements ruined alL The kingdom is departed írom 
her, and given to whom history shall show. Other nations, 
who do not set one half their armies to blow the other half from 
guns on a quarrel about hog^s lard, will occupy the position 
80 stupidly thrown up. Vom Pavez vovlu, Oeorge Dandin ; 
and every day you are doing your best to forward and ensure. 

Never was such an " intent of tyranny avow'd," and with 
such manifest indications of where it is to fali next. The 
Indians are to be oppressed, because at one period of English 
history the Catholics were oppressed, and at another the Dis- 
senters, and because the Jews are oppressed to this day. 
Such, in deliberate terms, are the intimations of the sangui- 
nary press, which, like the Clubbists in the Prench Eevolution, 
has taken the management of things into its hands. Of course 
the argument will be as good in one direction as the other, 
and has in fact been used already ; for among the distinguish- 
able cries from índia, one has been for putting the same law 
on Chartists and Catholics by name. The ministry mean- 
while, whose object is to rule through the cry of " the British 
lion," as the leaders in the bad times of the IVench Bevolution 
did through the cry of ** the nation,'' is bent on renewing the 
índia Bill of 1783, which our fathers, in conjunction with the 
sovereign, wisely put down, as knowin^ that after such a cen- 
tralization, there would be no power m the country but the 
minister, and the civil, politicai, and religious rights of every 
man, from the throne downwards, would be at his mercy. 
The East índia Company is to be attacked, because for the best 
part of a hundred years it has been opposed to the plan of 
making a slave-colony of Indi% and most particularly to the 
kind of measures which led to the present ruin. For years a 
disposition has been growing among the military Europeans 
ana the immigrants, to make negro slaves of the Natives of 
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índia, built on the prejudice of cdour. How far the home 
goyemment was aware of this (and it onght to have been, for 
the management of índia had long been to a great extent 
taken into its hands throngh the Board of Control), is what 
cannot be known till the day of general enlightenment, if it 
ever comes ; but the probability is that it knew ali about it, 
and was glad to join. Note further, that the violences and 
foUies of a particular kind which oontributed to the present 
state of thincs, were by direction of the Board of Control 
and not of the Company. The Company stands therefore 
as a mere Anti-centralization bulwark, to be removed as the 
House of Commons would be removed if there were the same 
chances on the board. And while ali this is going on, what 
call themselves the leaders of the Iteformers are offering to 
sell themselves to the minister for anything he will give in 
their lÍDe, and presenting a spectacle like that of the philoso- 
phers who produced themselves at the bar of the Convention 
as representatives of the human race, while the ambulatory 
guillotine was doing its work in the provinces. 

But there is more than this, and what every day*s industry 
seems directed to accumulate. Europe is fast finding its 
stomach tum against the scenes presented to it. It cannot 
prevent the gorge from rising, at the feast of brains and 
mangled limbs presented by the inventivo corporal ; and fear- 
fui will be the emetic when the convulsion comes. These things 
were thought to belong to the middle ages, if not to the earlier 
days of traditional history. Little boys wondered whether 
there ever was a Cyclop , and whether a tyrant like Antiochus 
who put men to death for eschewing hog s lard, ate his dinner 
like other people. And now Europe, and America to boot, 
turn round on this puritanical self-righteous England, which 
has 80 often lectured them on their misdoings, — with '' Thou 
art the man." It is not difficult to see how oaíiger will come 
out of this ; but what is the use of waming to the insano 1 
By-and-by the language of the Continent will become what 
may be called 9trong ; and executioners do not like strong 
language applied to their calling. Hence irritation ; and from 
irritation, war. The Chinamen who live will see plentiful 
retribution for the massacre of their harmless countrymen 
by the opium-smuggler at Canton. And we too of the old 
anti-felon class they caU '* humanitarians," will see retribution 
enough if that were pleasura Old women call for judgments ; 
wise men have & conviction that b v the constitution of nature 
there is a connexion between cnme and punishment, Quite 
sufficient for earthly purposes. It was Burke who said, if the 
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English were driven from índia, they would leave no monu- 
ments but sach as might have prooeeded from the tiger and 
the orang-outan, The orang-outan and tbe tiger are hard 
at work to try whether there is any attribute in God or decent 
man to wbich they can look for toleration. 

It was once my fortune to serve against what were deno- 
minated piratlcal tribes. They were precisely England on a 
small scale ; their law and their gospel was to rob everybody 
weaker than themselves, on pretence of there being no com- 
munity of law or justice between themselves and what they 
chose to consider as races inferior in faith or practice. Be- 
tribution carne at last, in the shape of fÍEdling into the hands 
of stronger than themselves. But among these was a con- 
siderable class of individuais firmly penetrated with the 
preferableness of honest commerce, and the great danger of 
dishonesty and bloodshed by whomever practised. I did not 
leam with what names of abuse this minority had been 
assailed, but doubtless it had them. Ezactly in the position 
of these men, are we of the anti-felon portion of societv. We 
cannot help ourselves ; we can only work, in hopes of m some 
way softening the fali. 

Every day adds to the grand total of disgrace which, when 
the reaction comes, will discharge itself upon the British 
liame and character. An account of the butchery of the de- 
Bcendants of the Mogul sovereigns is going the round of 
the newspapers*, which, if true, shows it to have been a 
more disgraceful murder under trust, than the records of 
ancient or mediseval crime can parallel. One British ofScer 
states of another, of ms own regiment, that fínding himself in 
the neiffhbourhood of the Mogul princes, with a detachment 
obvioudy too weak to make any impression on their array by 
force, he sent an emissary to them to intimate that on the 
whole they had better throw themselves on the consideration 
of the British govemment. And when in consequence they 

Sresented themselves, with their elephants and other appen- 
ages of Oriental state, and ezpressed their desire to abide 
by an inquiry into what their actual conduct had been, the 
officer — such is the statement of his admiring friend — ordered 
them to strip, and then calling for a carbine, murdered them 
with his own hand. The Times of 1 December gives what 
professes to be an exculpatory account ; but is in truth con- 
nrmatory of the two principal fiicts f, that they were mur- 
dered under trust, ana that the British officer murdered them 
with his own hand. No such thing is told of any other time, 
of any other place, of any other nation, of any other man ; 

H 
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ánd you and I must pass our lives under the load, which 
Omnipotence itself could not release us from, of belonging 
to the country where such things, true or not, are metby 
approbation. This is not the time for knowing whether they 
are true, for the oflScer will have the opportunity of telling 
his own story. £ut unhappily it is the time for seeing the 
fatal evidence, that such an account is received with acclama- 
tion by almost universal England, and set down as a speci- 
men of what England would delight to honour. The men 
concerned upon the spot, say they knew that England would 
approve. The coupe-téte press and pulpit had told them so. 
Truly has it been said, that if anything like the French Bevo- 
lution had happened in England, the atrocities would have 
been tenfold. A nation in a state of sanity would be aware 
that the question of putting to death the representatives of an 
ancient line, with ali the burning feelings to be created by it in 
the breaats of millions, was one at ali events to be entertained 
with seriousness by a Civil Government^ and not to be under- 
taken without some show of hearing what might be advanced 
for the defence. It was to prevent the possibility of this, the 
ready carbine was employed. And it will ali most probably 
have the thanks of parliament. If the honourable member 
for Lisburn will repeat his motion for the number of Indian 
soldiers blown from guns, there shall be added to it a motion 
for the number of British officers who with their own hands 
have acted as executioners. Is it possible a nation which 
hugs such things to its bosom, can finally stand its ground 
before the tribuual of mankind ? We shall be hooted if we 
land at Boulogne, and the sound will be kept up ali the way 
from Moscow to Gibraltar. As regards the manner of the 
murder of the Delhi princes, no French, Austrian, Prussian, 
or Hussian officer, ought to consent to sit down at table with 
a British one, till some kind of public inquiry has been called 
for. 

It will be profitable to trace the steps by which ali this 
abomination came ; and though it may not be possible to give 
up the persucosion that military force, like surgery, is a thing 
with which nations must be prepared, the result will still be 
to show what a "nasty" thing, to borrow a word from 
Milton^s prose works, is war, and how muchthe efforts'of ali 
that is good or wise should be directed to keep it down and ali 
that leads to it. The Crimean contest heated the blood of 
what calls itself the nation ; and when that was over, the 
fever was not cooled. In Spain, where the rage for bull-fighting 
possesses ali ranks. the country people when they have no 
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hopes of a buli, agree to bait a cow ; and so they mount their 
beasts of burthen of various kinds, and run a tilt against 
the harmless animal, imagining themselves Paladins and 
heroes. What the cow is to the Spanish peasants, the Chinese 
were to the ardent spirits of England. A vote of parliament 
condemned the cow-bait ; but a coup (Tétat of the minister, 
copied firom the one in France, set the Punch's Toumament 
on its legs again. But the ridiculoua will not always hiuder 
mischief. A fool in cap and bells raay fire a powder-magazine 
as well as another. The Chinese footpad-robbery, by the 
connexion between crime and danger which is in the consti- 
tution of things, was a moving instrument towards the explo- 
sion in índia. And now the country which thought it so 
delightful to expel its best men from parliament for rebuking 
the footpad-robbery, stands dabbled in blood and the infrac- 
tion of every principie of honest men and gentlemen, showing 
how skin-deep is the morality of the priest at the altar and 
the statesman in the cabinet, and what is the boasted honour 
of soldier man, who every now and then tries to ride rough- 
shod over his civil brethren, as having a bluer blood in nis 
veins than their lowliness can pretend to. 
To recapitulate, set down fíve points. 

1. That the resistance of the Native army in índia arose 
out of gross attack on their religious feelings, such as if applied 
to either the Oatholic or Frotestant portions of the army at 
home, would have produced similar effects. 

2. That the subsequent proceedings were of a kind which 
would have produced sanguinary popular reprisals in any of 
the disturbed periods of Europe. And that the extent and 
nature of those reprisals has been maliciously and contemptibly 
exaggerated, with a view to deceive. 

3. That every step has been taken which ingenuity could 
invent, to force the Native army and population into acts of 
self-defence, and increase the obstacles to any favourable con- 
clusion. 

4. That the whole is to be traced to a spirit of rebellion in 
the military officers against the Civil Government, aided by 
the animosity to colour introduced by the increase of European 
immigrants, which the Civil Government had always protested 
against. 

6. That the result is irretrievable national disgrace and 
damage ; which the majori^ is doing its utmost to increase. 

Yours, &c. 
3 December, 1857. 

»0}«CH> 
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MbSTINO of PaRLIAUBNT. — CUBRENCT DeBATE. — LllUTED 

lilABlLITT. 

XXVI. 

On Thursday 3 December, the Hoase of Commons met 
with the usual formalities, and the speeches of the mover 
and aeconder of the Addreas in replj to the Speech from the 
Throne were concluded at 6 p.m. Tne leader of the Opposition 
made a speech, to which the minister replied, but neither of 
them offering any topic forremark ; and the Honse adjoumed 
at 7.45. 

On Friday was a lengthened Gurrencj debate, remarkable 
for nothing but a general avoidance of the main question, 
which is whether it is polltic to allow commercial men to 
relieve themselyes by dipping their hands into the public 
money, and whether the licence is not a direct encouragement 
to the evil it pretends to cure. 

A clerical wit has left us the legacy of a capital story. An 
archbishop in the Low Countries was presioing at a solemn 
dinner of ali the clergy, when the place was beset by a hungry 
mob demanding instant food. Whereupon, says the history, 
the archbishop exclaimed, '^ Tlirow them out the dinner of the 
Deans and Chapters T' 

Why, when commercial men who from one cause or other 
are in distress, raise a cry for help, are v>e to be the Deans 
and Chapters ? Why is the help to be afiforded, by lending 
rags, the value of which is to be deducted from the value of 
what may previously be in every man*s pocket or strong box 1 
If men want to borrow, have ye not houses whose business is 
to lend ? The usury laws are happily done away with, and 
every man may borrow money at the exact rate he can per- 
suade other men to undertake the risk of lending to him. 
Why then set up a Government lending-shop ; has not 
Government plenty to do without it ? If the Victualling 
Office were to offer to lend beef and pork, — and there are 
plenty in these days who might be Inclined to borrow, — there 
would be a general outcry against the unreasonableness of 
the permission. And the reason of its being permitted in the 
other case, is only traceable to those notions of benefít to arise 
from increasing the circulating médium, the refutation of 
which is slowly making progress with the public, and may in 
the course of time fínd its way into the House of Commons. 

I am old enough to remem ber the stoppage of the Bank of 
England in 1797. I was a boy on a galloway, golng to what 
we called " follow the hounds ;*' and news came to the huut, 
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that tlie Bank of En^land had stopped payment. The effect 
was to cause great doubts, whether under such a national 
calamity, it was proper for me to continue my ride ; though 
as other people did, their ezample prevailed. But everybody 
thought the world was drawing to an end ; and a partner in 
an eminent banking-house in Lombard Street who happened 
to be sojouming with my father, went to bed, such was the 
effect upon his nerves. Yet everybody got up the next 
moming and nothing carne ; and the next, and next after that. 
People devoutly believed that a £ò note would not buy hot 
rolls for breakfast ; and stood amazed to see that tea and 
toast went on as usual. And so things continued, till it was 
discovered that the Bank was not only refusing to exchange its 
notes for gold, but was increasing its issues ; such over-issues 
being in fact a main part of the plot. And exactly in propor- 
tion to the over-issues, the value of the circulating médium 
became depreciated, the new and increased quantity being 
perpetually reduced to the same total value as the old. But 
as tne golden guinea need never go for less than its worth as 
a piece of gold, the guineas made their way into the melting- 
pot or to the Continent. The o^eat agents for this continental 
trade in gold, were understooa to be the guards of the mail- 
coaches ; and the price thej finally gare for guineaa, was 
twenty-eight Bank of England £\ notes for twenty guineas, 
being a depreciation of one-fourth. 

AU this established, for those who had eyes to see, that the 
value of each of the râmponent parts of a cnrreDcy depends 
on the relation of the whole quantity in the hands of the 
public, to the wants of the said public at the present value ; 
and that to increase the material quantity above what is so 
wanted, is only to reduce the value of the new quantity to 
that of the old, taking the difference out of the value in the 
pockets of the previous holders, and giving the benefit of the 
operation to the issuers of the rags thrown into circula- 
tion. 

One honourable member on Friday, who grew somewhat 
warm, intimated that if the Bank did not continue its lending 
processes, the Working Classes wovld rise. It would only have 
been common justice that somebody should have said, the 
Working Classes knew a great deal better. The knowledge 
of the Working Classes is not measured by the knowledge of 
Parliament ; to whose operation s may in some degree be 
Applied what Talleyrand said of language, — that it was given 
to man ^ to enable him to conceal ideas." 
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The Bill of Indemnity presents one amusing peculiarity. 
The Government was supposed to be coming forward in the 
character of the fair penitent who sings or says — 

"I own IVe too indulgenc been/* 

But it adds a provision for being *' seduced again," dailj or 
oftener if need be, between this and "the Expirationof Twenty- 
eight Days after the First Meeting or Sitting of Farliament 
in the Year One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight." 

On Monday was a considerably tedious debate on Currency, 
producing little that was new, and a great deal of recapitula- 
tion of what might be hoped to be antiquated. On the whole, 
however, there might be coUected to be an apprpach to the 
belief, that we want a currency which, like a yard-wand, shall 
be of some fixed standard ; and that ali the consequences of 
tampering with the currency, are as nearly as poasible to be 
represeuted by what would be the resulta of tampering with 
the yard-wand in similar circumstauces. An odd thing it 
would be, if men were found intimating to the goverament 
that they were bound to deliver a thousand yards of cloth on 
a certain day, and therefore they would be obliged if the 
government would shorten the yard-wand. And equally 
amusing would be the scene, if they were found impressing on 
the government, that by reducing the yard-wand to half, the 
yards of cloth in the country would be doubled, to the mani- 
fest increase of the public wealth. It may be doubted whether 
back and loins would agree in this last stroke of policy. 

On Tuesday, debate on Mr. neadlam's motion for extending 
the power of limited liability to Joint-Stock Banks. The argu- 
ments appeared to reduce themselves, to whether limited or 
unlimited liability gave the greatest security. One side urged, 
that of course the greater the liability the greater the security. 
Another side maintained, that the effect of the unlimited 
liability was to cause prudent men of substance to keep away ; 
and instanced a case, where a waiter at a coffee-house was 
found to hold three shares in a joint-stock bank. What is 
certain seems to be, that great suflferings have in one way or 
other arisen from joint-stock banks ; and the effect of this 
and other feelings, was to cause the proposed alteration to be 
negatived, by 118 votes against 47. 

In Committee on the Bank Issaes Indemnity Bill, a pro- 
posal to leave out words tending to check the issue of new 
paper for the convenience of borrowers, was negatived by 100 
to 18. 
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On Wednesday 9 December the Bank Issues Tndemnity Bill 
was read a third time and passed. Some verbal alterations 
were made in the Bill, in the interval between its being read 
a third time and passed. And the House adjoumed at 3 p.m. 

Yours, &c. 

10 December ^ 1857. 
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On Thnrsday 10 December the House went into Committee 
on the question of introducing a new Bill for the relief of the 
Jews. The Bill as submitted, is a poor maimed affair. It 
throws overboard the principie that religious opinions shall 
not be a cause of difference in politicai rights, and proposes to 
aiithorize the omission of the words " on the true faith of a 
Christian" in the case of Jews. Part explanation may 
be, that a sort of threat is virtually held out, that if this Bill 
is not assented to, there shall be a return to the old attempt 
to carry the point by a Kesolution of the House of Commons. 
The Attorney-General has launched an opinion, that by the 
Act passed by King, Lords, and Commons, 5 and 6 of William 
IV., the House of Commons has the right to make Kesolutions 
touching the admission of its own members. The Courts of 
Law say they will not recognize this, and that if any man votes 
in the House of Commons without uttering the words " on 
the true faith, &c.," they will fine him ;£500 a-time. And so 
the quarrel stands at present. 

One curious argument was presented to the House, and 
met with no opposition, but on the contrary approbation. It 
was, that it would be hypocrisy if a principie was violated in 
this country (viz. the principie of religious oppression), which, 
it was urged "should be acted on in índia, even contrary to 
the wishes of the inhabitants." You see the way in which 
bigotry acts and re-acts. 

It is clear enough what some men intend. It is that no 
man shall possess politicai rights in índia, who does not pro- 
fess " the true faith of a Christian." It is the most gigantic 
cmsade ever attempted, not excepting what went forth under 
the extraordinary leaders whom Gibbon commemorates. It 
is time that you, who in purse or in person are to pay for ali, 
should be looking into the matter. The religious bodies, so 
fer as I can judge, have a sort of leaning towards the opera- 
tion. They labour under the temptation, of hoping to make 
their several Paraguays. They will think differently, whe'" 
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they wake some momÍDg under the paw of the British lion ; 
meaniDS always by that term the spirit of violence which 
accummates íb man and beast, by the oonacionsneas of 
numbers and a»sociation. It shows itself in homed cattle, 
in wolves, in hounds, and some time ago there was a story in 
the newspapers of a man who was chased for his life by a 
convocation of politic weasels. 

If this goes on, it may be set down as determined, that 
England henceforth is not to go forth to introduce her freedom 
and her justice into the remote regions of the earth, but is to 
resolve herself into a scheme for enforcing " the true faith of 
a Christian " on millions of Mobammedans and Hindoos, and 
finally blowing from a gun every man who will not " taste 
8wine'8 flesh '* at her bidding. It wíll not and it cannot come 
to good ; and those who had the sense to foresee the conse- 
quences, will have credit for it some day. 

How long will it be before an ecclesiastic who has been 
gratified by seeing a martyr for Mohammedanism blown from 
a gun, will bethink himself of the zest there would be in 
appl,ying the same process to a Catholic or a XJnitarian ? Is 
there any doubt that both of them are almostequally removed 
from the standard of his " tme faith ;" and if one, why not 
another 1 In the days when there was a politicai inducement 
for conciliating the Mohammedans, a bishop, if I make no 
mistake, uttered the opinion that Mohammedanism might be 
considered as little but another form of Christianity. Of 
course if you may blow away the Mohammedan, you may 
blow away the XJnitarian and the Catholic, who are so little 
nearer to the standard of the faith. Will the world never leam, 
what a perilous thing it is to eive the reins into the hands 
of violent and bloody men, and how sure it is in the end to 
fali upon those who, like the ostrich and the turkey, hide their 
heads and think no danger can come near them ? 

On Friday the war of words was resumed with nnabated 
vigour on the Currency question, on occasion of the motion 
for appointment of a Select Committee. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer made mirth of those, if such there be, who call 
for a convertible unlimited currency. It is strange that 
nobody would clear the question by saying, that a convertible 
unlimited currency is a currency that runs into unconvertible, 
as fast and by the same process as a beer-barrel runs out when 
the spigot is withdrawn. The moment there is more currency, 
gold and paper together, than is wanted to conduct the ex- 
changes of the country at the previous value, the new currency 
is reduced to the same value as the old, which is depreciation ; 
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and as soon as the sovereign is worth more as metal than as a 
com, people wisely send it to the melting-pot, in apite of ali 
the enbrts of the wise men of Gotham to hedge-in the cuckoo. 

The leader of the Opposition started with an assertioD, that 
the increased quantity of gold, from Austrália or elsewhere, 
was the cause of the disturbance in commerce by excessivo 
speculation. In this there was truth, so far as ungrounded 
expectatioDS built on that increase were the cause, But 
setting these aside, there was no more inherent and necessary 
source of improvement to commerce from the increase in the 
quantity of gold, than from an increase in the quantity of 
coffee. Only men would never have gone wild on an increase 
in the quantity of coffee, as they did in the quantity of gold. 
It is the old mistake of the alchemists, or some of them ; for 
there were among them those who were more reasonable in 
their ideas. But a great many of them lived and worked in 
the belief, that if gold could by their art be made as plentiful 
and easily procured as lead, ali the world would be rich, 
because every man might have in his pocket as much gold as 
he could carry. It surely does not go beyond the knowledge 
of most men in the present day, that the only final consequence 
would be, that gold would be used like lead for making spouts 
and roofs for churches. But if such a discovery had been 
announced and with appearances of reality, it is easy to con- 
ceive how men would have been led to launch into schemes and 
speculations of ali kinds, in confidence in what was at hand. 
Tho alchemists have left specimens of it. One was for applying 
the coming gold to the establishment of the Protestant interest. 
Another wished it to be directed to driving the Turks from 
Constantinople. And a third conceived the project of giving 
to every man, at least in Christiau countries, a hundred 
oances of gold per annum^ on which he was to live at home 
at ease. 

So far then the position taken by the Opposition was valid, 
but not further. There never will be any good, till men can be 
disabused of the notion that currency is wealth, and the more 
currency the more wealth. They might just as well say, that 
the more water is put to their brandy, the more they get for 
their money. The question is, of what there is in the shape 
of strength, and not how much is made of it with the pump 
in the yard. 

The Opposition further stood upon the preferableness of 
discussions in the House,over discussions in Select Committee. 
The House however was of opinion, that if discussions in a 
Select Committee come to little, discussions in the House 
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oome to lesa ; and the Gommittee was canied by 295 votes 
againfit 117. Nothing is dearer than that discussion of one 
kind or other is the onlj way of getting ont of the scrape. 
Twenty years ago there was a superstition, that the holding 
together of the commercial machine depended on keeping out 
foreign com. Now the superstition is, that lending the public 
money to traders is the way to keep trade in a wholesome 
state. One will go off like the other, when the time comes. 

Under a faulty system^you must do what is for the best under 
the faulty system ; for it may be a long time before you can 
change it. You may ride your horse in a halter, or you may 
ride him in a snaffle which is better ; but you must not put off 
the halter till you are sure of putting on the snafiSe. Men 
ali believed the maintenance of commerce depended on lending 
the public paper, as they formerly thought it depended on 
keeping out com ; and the Grovemment probably shared in 
the belief. Bat the Government in the present case, did the 
least it thought it could ; and to go against the Government, 
would have been to go with the men who wanted to ride 
without halter or bridle at ali. 

On Saturday 12 December, the House met for the pur- 
pose of hearÍDg the Royal Assent given by Conmiission to the 
^nk Issues Indemnity Bill ; and on its rising adjourned to 
4 February, 1858. 

Yours, &c. 

17 December, 1857. 
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EXPBNDITURB ON FiREWORKS A CaUSB OF COMMERCIAL 

DlSTRESS. 

XXVIII. 

The circumstances of the times invite to the endeavour to 
contributo something to the knowledge of the causes of com- 
mercial distress such as is now pressing upon the public. 

The subject is a complicated one, and it is not to be ex- 
pected that anybody is to come forward with a specifíc. But 
it will be useful if light can be thrown, however small, on any 
of the leading causes ; and, with time, the light may grow to 
more. 

I want to set the suffering part of the public on inquiring, 
whether the evil may not, in one direction at least, be traced 
to profitless national expenditure. Of the effect of profítless 
personal expenditure, notice has been taken before ; and re- 
ference to it may perhaps be found useful again. 



a Cause qf Commercial Distress, 107 

Suppose ** tbe British liou " were to take into its head, to 
raise fifty millions a-year and expend it on fireworks, — sky- 
rockets and Boman candles, and cataracts of flame of every 
colour under heaven. Would this, or would it not, have a 
tendency to produce commercial distress ? 

I think it would. For though it might be pleaded that tbe 
money was equally paid for something and to somebody, as if 
it bad been left in tbe pockets of tbe bolders and by tbem 
expended on Bradford and otber trades, — tbere would be tbis 
great difierence, tbat wbat is expended on Bradford trade is 
not lost, but goes fortb into tbe world, and trade breeds trade, 
wbereas fireworks breed notbing but smoke, and smoke 
makes no returns. I tbink it is undeniable, tbat a nation 
wbicb sbould expend tbe wbole or tbe greater part of its 
revenue on fireworks, would never be in want of a commercial 
distress. 

If your fireworks were burnt for any useful object, — as for 
instance if your sky-rockets were to wam a vessel off a dan- 
gerous coast, or give notice of an invading enemy, — ^just so 
far as tbe utility was proved, it would be an expenditure for 
wise men ; and ali tbe remainder, as before. 

Commercial men, and tbose wbo are suffering from present 
consequences, ougbt to be able to carry tbis out. It may be 
in tbe books or it may not ; for it would not follow tbat 
because it was tbere, it was known. Tbe principies of Free 
Trade were in tbe books full sixty vears, before tbey began 
to take root downwards and bear fruit upwards. Tbere is 
no lack of matter for present inquiry. An official is sent to 
China, witb four tbousand a-year out of Bradford earnings 
among otbei*s, " superintending trade ;" and tbe first thing be 
does for bis money, is to put a stop to ali trade, and incur 
tbe expenditure of a million to begin witb, for a great deal 
worse tban smoke, tbe disbonour of tbe country's name, 
and tbe ruin of tbe prospects of bonest trade be was sent to 
promote. " Tbe Britisb lion " cries bravo, as it would if you 
or I were to be cut up for its amusement. But tbe question 
I want to ask, is wbetber tbe working man at Bradford wbo 
sees a balf-dinner on tbe table for bimself and family, does 
not owe it, at least in part, to tbis Cbinese expenditure on 
fireworks; 

And then comes tbe otber enormity, to wbicb tbe Cbinese 
misery is but a flea-bite. In tbe finest foreign empire ever 
possessed by any country, our maniacs and our reprobates 
were allowed to get tbe upper band, and for tbe pleasure of 
forcin^ a Native soldier to " taste swine'8 flesb," to plnnge 
tbe cbaracter of tbe nation into a gulf, from wbicb ^ 
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Humane Society^s drags can fish it up, but it must go down 
to eternal memory as a specimen of what man's insanity up 
to the nineteenth centnry could accomplish ; and for this the 
working man's taxation is to run out, witbout limit and with- 
out hope, till the cravings of the mad wild-beast are satisfied 
if they eyer are, retuming not smoke, but blood, and hate, and 
shame, and ridicale among the peoples of the earth, as fools 
who had not sense to keep what wise men got. AU this, 
with incomes of the present and future generations carried to 
the pawnbroker's, is what is come or coming ; and it is for 
the commercial and suffering classes to consider (for they can 
be no worse for kuowledge) whetherthis hopeless expendi ture 
on worse than smoke, is not among the things which end by 
closing the work-shop, and taking the bowels out of the poor 
man*s pie. 

It may be inferred from the above, that wars, piratical as 
at Canton, or for the establishment of personal and religious 
slavery as in índia, are among the grand agents in bringing 
about commercial distress, and carrying it under the roof of 
every working man. They are the fireworks which make no 
returns but smoke or worse. The pirates, or some of them, 
may make fortunes ; but there are no pirates at Bradford. 
It may be a dainty pleasure to blow a Mohammedan from a 
guu, and gloat over the effects produced on the complexions 
of his friends and relatives ; but Bradford has little or no 
share in the luxury. As far as Bradford is concemed, it is 
an unprofitable waste of gunpowder ; the operatives had 
rather see a sheep's head and trotters set before their children 
for their dinner, than hear of ali the brains and bowels of the 
heathen, which are scattered to introduce Christianity " from 
the Himalaya mountains to Cape Comorin." Not but that 
there may be some of them who have themselves to blame. 
I dare say there are some who have shouted for '^ the British 
lion." lí 80, they must fatten on their shouting. But it is 
hard that others should sufTer for their amusement. Yet so 
it always is. 

If men in general were wise, there seems no reason why 
wars and fíghtings for such objects should take place, any 
more than murders in a private family. By far the greater 
number of families expect to be found in a common grave, 
without anything like a murder being chargeable to their 
annals ; though as murders do and wiil occasionally happen, 
there is always a possibility that they might light in any 
civen place. But murder is not the normal state. There have 
been those who maintained, that war is and ought to be the 
normal state of man ; ** normal " meaning that it is the rule, 
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and the absence of it the exception. Examine these men, and 
70U will find they have the same interest in the matter, that 
the receiver has in the robbery. Mílitary establishments and 
iheir cost (bat perhaps it will be said I am not a fair judge) 
are so much caution-money applied by civilized nations to 
prevent going to war with each other on frivolous pretexta. 
Perhaps they are like the small-swords oor ancestors used to 
dangle at their heels, without which a man of standing did not 
think himself secnre ; but which improving knowledge has 
shown may be dispensed with, for ali purposes except court 
dress. At ali events there would be every hope, that nations 
would gradaally discover the possibility of mutually reduciug 
these pledges to keep the peace. As the people get power in 
continental cpuntries, they are very likely to ând out, that the 
necessity for keeping two or three handred thousand men in 
the state of private soldiera at the expense of the rest, is a 
thing to be inquired into. But at the present moment, the 
urgent point is to put a stop to fireworks directed against 
what are called the uncivilized, or in other words the weak. 
The grande pensée with the swell-mob of Europe at this 
moment, is to pillage the uncivilized ; and it is strange to see in 
what places they and allies. There is scai*cely a mentionable 
claas or rank in society, where you shall not fínd those willing 
to take shares in this great Joint-Stock Company. For aU 
which, you will pay, and are paying now. 

Under the same head of expenditure on fireworks, may be 
brought ali imnecessary and unreasonable expenditure on 
their private pleasures by individuais. K one of your princes 
of industry raises up a fortune which gives employment to a 
score of paiishes, and the son expends it on racing, dicing, and 
^' stranffe women," is that anything but an expenditure on 
fireworks 1 

The two therefore may be put together, and at least a 
strong presumption raised, that foolish expenditure, public 
and private, is at the bottom of the periodical appearance of 
oommercial distress. A moderate, uniform quantity of foUy, 
oommerce might get on with ; but it is when men are seized 
with the mania of imitating some brute beast or other, and 
take leave of their wits, that the consequences show themselves 
in the shape of an epidemic, levelling the employer and the 
employed m one common danger. 

Yours, &c. 

23 December, 1857. 
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contrarj a «tr^/ng senjie of the policj of enconraging allianoes 
MWfíífí roysií (amílíes in a greater or less d^ree sopporters of 
liberal uI^hh ín fKjlitics and in religion,and the nse which state»- 
ineo worthj of the name might make of it in mnltipljing a 
network of nomething like constitutional monarchies throngh- 
cmt the world, — there was still a poasibility, not perbaps to be 
inqníred ínto hy Lords of the Bedchamber, bat wluch the 
lea/ler» of mgged Radicais might have been pardoned for 
ihinklDg oí^ — that the principal once given might be expended 
00 regimentfl of cnirassiers and hnssar8,and onr Princesa sent 
back for parliament to endow over again. Such apprehenaions 
wottld have l)een pardonable. And how and by what prooess 
of reaaoning, such leadership as in the Honse of Commons 
appeared, was expended in praying that the foreign bride- 
groom might take ali at once to save ns trouble, — must be 
among the things unknown, till the doers explain it themselves. 
One of them MÍng asked bis reason, repUed gloomily, that 
'Mt was because he chose." Such leadership is not inviting ; 
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nobody will foUow them. They will be " cadogan»" as the 
French called the Englísh cavalry horses wheD a Commander- 
in-Chief of that name left them without a tail. 

The Chartists of course will show themaelves in any ooming 
agitation, as they have a right. K they have not the weight 
they might have had, it is because they have not done as they 
might. As one of the ten members of parliament who assisted 
in the publication of the Charter in June 1837, 1 have a claim 
to an opinion. Their error was in insisting on driving their 
âve coaches through the gate abreast. It would not do to go in 
single file. Whether anybody put them on this malicionsly, is 
not 80 dear ; but it is not impoasible. The same impolicy 
prevails amouí^ many who do not take the name. There are 
those who will not take the beef without the mustard, and 
those who will not take the mnstard without the beef; not 
considering that to take each whei^ they can get it, is the way 
to have both in the cupboard at once. 

But a new and in some directions a more promising agitation 
has since displayed itself among the Working Classes ; in- 
cludin^, no doubt, to a great extent the same individuais as 
the old. The Chartists were under the disadvantage of being 
men agitating only for power to their class ; but the Foreign 
Affairs Committees took the further step, of saying they 
would put themselves to school to learn how power should be 
used. And they will end, with the blessing of Providence, 
by giving a notable ezample and evidence, of where the 
floundest portion of a nation is to be looked for, and quashing 
once for ali the superstition that their element is inferior to 
any other, for the composition of the mystery of government. 

This chauge in the character under which the Working 
Classes present themselves, is favourable to their success, at 
a time when the world hardly knows whether there is such a 
thing as state8manship,as distinguished from the blind leading 
the blind, to follow the dictates of brute inatinct and un- 
reasoning passions. The Civis Eomantu (Roman citizen) is 
held up as the object of ambition to the population ; and the 
"Working Classes reply, that they do not want to be Cfives 
Romani. The Civis Éomanus was a buUy and a blusterer, 
like the bucaneers who have wrested an erapire from Britain 
in índia, and a model one nation is as able to copy as 
another. The French from time to time have shown no want 
of talent in that líne ; the Eussian and Austrian the same ; 
the Tnrk has had his day ; and America will not be behind 
when the time arrives. And so the world is to be filled with 
Bobadils, each strutting on his own walk where able, and 
leading shoals of simpletons to pay for his expenses. 
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' Though tbia may ali be very gratifying, — to those who are 
to be gratified, — the Working Classes in England have clearly 
conceived of a more excellent way. Plunging back, according 
to their ability, into the records of the past, they have fished 
up the idea, that there once were men who made a study 
aud a science of a Law intended to act on the commtmity of 
nations, as manicipal law on the actions of individuais. This 
might tend to the suffocation of mnch glorioas brutality, and 
be very hostile to the pleasures of the revolver and the human 
battue ; just as in a small way municipal law is a check on 
the splendors of the cattle-stealer and the rider of the heath. 
But there are those base enongh to rejoice Ln both. The 
world must not retrograde if it can be helped. It might be 
a fine thing to live when an Er3nnanthean boar was to be met 
whenever a man showed his head abroad, and every village 
had its Cacus dragging his neighbours' oxen backwards by 
the tail. But we cannolr afford to breed boars and brigands, 
for the satisfaction of putting them down. The Working 
Classes in particular, have no partiality for such unprofitable 
cattle. They have heard of International Law, and suspect 
there might be a management of Foreign AfÉairs for the 
happiness of nations. They are anxious to improve their 
knowledge of what has been, as the means of enabling them 
to infiuence what is to come. They are on a better scent than 
the expectants from Arbitration Treaties ; ezcept so far as 
one is only a name for the other. The old theory of Inter- 
national Law was nothing but the science of preventing wars 
by mutual understanding to enforco a rule. When the object 
is to prevent individuais from fighting about each other's 
propertv, the course taken is by improving the ancient law. 

It will be difficult to keep men out of the pale of the Con- 
stitution, who know not only the way to power, but the way 
to use it afterwards. 

Yours, &c 

30 Decembery 1857. 



>>»So«- 



On thb Prospects cr Ekform, (continued). What has 

BEEN THB LaST YeAR^S WoBK 7 



XXX. 



I PROOEED to repeat the invitation to those of the Working 
Classes who proclaim their attention to Foreign Affairs, to 
take a sound view of the position before them, and see ali its 
advantages and difficulties, with the eyes of men who have 
studied the lessons of experience, and mean to do it again. 
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It is not a thing to be accomplished to-day, nor to-morrow ; 
biit a thing to be thought of on ali days, and strengthened bj 
the accumulation of ali that is passing beforo us, and ali tbat 
is evidently coming. 

The cat in the fable had a single talent which stood her in 
stead, when aU the fox's arts conld not save him from being 
tom to pieces in her sight. When Working Men want to know 
whether a pnblic act is right or wrong, let them simply com- 
pare it with the rules they have been in the habit of practising 
towards one another ; remembering the great Statesman who 
said, that nothing which is morally wrong can ever be politi- 
cally right. For example, in the case of Onde (where the 
"Working Classes nnder the denomination of Foreign Affaii*s 
Committees were the first to draw attention to an enormity 
of which the consequences are in the picture not yet unroUed), 
ministers, millionnaires, preachers, "church, army, physic, 
law," conld see nothing but an opportnnity for making gain 
by the robbery on many highways at once, which men call 
conquest. The Working Classes alone (at least of classes)^ 
oompared it with their rule. And now when the country hajs 
broken into one nniversal yell for massacre and murder by 
soldier-executioner or execntioner-soldier, — when ali remem- 
brance that there will be a posterity as well as other nations 
who will severely judge, is cast off like the notion of a God, — 
the Working Classes are found at their post, coolly com- 
paring the thing that is, with the thing that common sense 
wonla direct ; sane among the insane ; statesmen in fustian 
jackets whom fatnre times will set up in sarcasm by the side of 
the statesmen in court dress ; moralists without prebends ; 
lawyers without fees, but intending to set m a law which 
flhall give every man his own and keep it. 

What is this conquest, to which ali happiness, ali comfort, 
ali self-respect are to be sacrificed 1 Is it anything but felony 
on a large scale, and why are we to contribute to large-scale 
felonies 1 Assuredly we will not if we can help it, and not a 
bit ftirther than we cannot help it. We pray God to remember 
us, and to bear in mind, it may be, when the days of punish- 
inent come, that at ali events we went out at the door unto 
them, and shut the door after us, and said " We pray you, 
brethren, do not so wickedly." This is as much as can be 
expected of the negrões of the constitution. When we have 
more power, we will make use of it ; till when, the Lord will 
hold us harmless. 

And now deliberately, is it within the compass of reasonable 
expectation, that a country which trains its military to be 
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Imtdien and exeeationera in foreign lands, and enooorages 
them to threateiK to tam against their own officers if checked 
in tlie gratification of their eril pasrâonfl^ — ^is ihere one ahadow 
of soppoit in hnman histoiy, for setting np ihe remotest 
dianoe that sach a oonntrj ahoold maintein a place among 
what are deoominated free communitiea ? What was the 
training of Kirk and Clayerhoii8e'8 men oompared with these f 
Thej nerer hanged the woonded, nor Uew their prisoners from 
gana. Thongh had enongfa, they were eomparativelj cítíí 
gentiemen ; bnt did not everybody believe this kind of ihing 
waa gone bj for ever 7 That same murdering of priBonera, is 
the beaetment of the T^nglinh militaiy ; and they are enooa- 
nged to it by a aangninary presa at home, which again (nnless 
there are great mistakes abroad) is directed by members of 
the Goyemment which mies under the title of British lion. 
Sad times willbe when the time comes, foryoa and me and ali 
of JiB, who wonld not worship the image of the beast^ nor 
receíve his mark in oor foreheads. 

The opening of the new year tempts irresistibly to oom- 
parísons. Last year at this time, England stood honoured in 
the BÍght of God and man. There appeared to hare been 
giyen to her an interminable miasion, to spread honest com- 
mercê and the blessings it brings in its train, through regions 
Ciesar never knew. Ferhaps the honest and the good were 
too mnch elerated by the prospect ; perhape they tirasted too 
mnch to the defeats which slavery and bnccaneering had re- 
ceived in various qnarters of the globe, and said in their 
hearts *' We sit as a qneen, and shaU see no sorrow.'* It has 
pleased heaven to call on them to win the battle over aeain. 
They knew not the pertinadty of evil, nor were preparea for 
the convnlsive efforte wickedness can mjike. At tnis time last 
year, commerce was flonrishing, peace and prosperity seemed 
to have taken the world under their wing. In índia was a 
vast dominion such as history had never told of, where men 
of strange tongues and strange faith were cementing fast in 
voluntary union, under what, with many faults, was on the 
whole a benefícent goverument. It was a fine idea the old 
mercantile rulers of índia went upon, and worthy of the plain 
sagacity of commercial men, that the country should be 
govemed through its own inhabitants, and as a pledge of this, 
the arms should be in the bands of its own offiipring. The 
Native Army was the Magna Charta, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights of índia ; so long as this army was main- 
tained, and treated with honour and veracity, the population 
niight feel secure. The native soldier was brave, ioyal, and 
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deeplj attached to his officers and to eyerythioff that was 
English. Neither in kilts nor bearskins, nad the Brítisli 
Crown more devoted foUowers. There was no country and 
no dime, where, with the oi*dinary precaution of dealing 
honestlj with men on the terms of their enlistment» these troops 
have not gone or were not ready to go. They were in Egypt, 
and ought to have been in the Crimea. There was only one 
way in which this state of things could be shaken ; and that 
wasy hj treactLerously attacking them on the ground of their 
religion. It was tried, and they were attacked accordingly ; 
treacherously, basely, cruelly, in a way to unite Grod and 
honest man in demonstrating a non-complicity. The sensible 
and wise commercial rulers had always saia *' Let índia be 
índia. Consent to allow us to keep it, as it has been kept be- 
fore. Do not encourage the introduction of Eoropean settlers ; 
if you do, they will introdace the war of races, and we shall 
be ali blown np together.'* Great and able men, whom the mag- 
nitude of the Company's concems attracted to their service, 
maintained the same. But ali this was set at naught ; and 
to deride and decry it now, is the amusement of the insane 
press which firovems England. A raoe of men was multiplied 
in índia, whom their own press delights to describe as re- 
aembling the planters of Virgínia ; reckless, prodigal, unscm- 
pnlons, possessed with one Teading idea, which is that they 
mnst trample on everything with darker complezions than 
their own. These men gradually got head, and had great 
suocess in bringing o ver the military to their side. Between 
them and the military was virtually concocted the superseding 
of the Civil Government, and the rednction of the Native 
Indians to a servile class. By degrees they got the crow-bar 
under the Civil Government. They did not make profession 
of open resistance ; but they found the means of thwarting 
and overbearing it. Their attack was directed on the relígious 
observances of the Native Army. They said '* An enlisted 
soldier is no soldier at ali, if he will not taste swine^s flesh or 
put anything else into his mouth his officer bids him. To 
enlist men nnder a compact to allow them their religion, was 
a folly, and therefore we will break it" They tried their 
disgraceful game ; and the^ lost índia. 

It is wonderful, how inmviduals of no small mark and in- 
flaence, smarting under the destruction of cherished temporal 
prospects, and some of them the remembrance of loyea re- 
latives and children sacrificed in the progress of this base 
design, so quietly allow themselves to be made acoomplices in 
the eviL If a man sees hia chUd gored to death by cattle the 
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bmtal drover has impelled to madness, does he aaj babj-like 
^ O naoghtj oxen ! ", or does he take by the throat the re- 
probate who waa the aathor of the miachieí^ and demand the 
blood of the loved one at bis hands t 

If the iDgenaitj of coUected man were set to work to aettle 
the means of most extensively maltiplying the mischief, and 
raÍBÍng the arms and hearts of two hundred millions in sap- 
port of the Native Armj, it oonld no fnrther go. No stone 
nas been left imtnmed, which coold conduoe to that resolt ; 
and ali the time, the know-nothing or deceptire govemmeni 
at home haa been holding ont assurance that the popnlation 
was not conoemed. If two-thirds of yonr own armj were 
ordered to be massacred, wonld the popnlation be not con- 
oemed ; would not each private leave half-a-dozen to take np 
his cause ? We are mocked and attempted to be made fooliB 
of. Other nations are not to be so led by the nose ; how long 
will it be before the French are found masaacring their 

A cool, regalar system has been acted on, for telling the 
Indiau popalation it is intended to reduce them to n^ro 
slavery and tbey have no resoorce but to die in the last ditch. 
The Civil Government is set at deíiance, and the army is in 
round terms invited to " matiny '** in case of opposition from 
that quarter or from its officers. If I am not mistaken, the 
same spirit is already visible in your streets. Friends and 
foes, wealthy and poor, are to be treated alike ; and there 
seems to be a fixed determination to bring out the rupees 
from the Indian banker's coffers, in aid of the matchlock of 
the cultivator of the groiind. In every direction the thing is 
put in print, both there and here. The great source of com- 
plaint and horror, is that an Indian should hold any oífice of 
magistnacy. That an Indian-bom should hold office, is gaJl 
and wormwood to the buccaneers who have seized the reins 
in índia, as to a Virginian planter it would be to be sum- 
moned before a coloured magistrate for breaking the peace. 
Tbev are grievously discontented with the consequences ; aa 
if ali maglstracy was not established, that three-fourths of 
those who come before it should go away discontented. Your 
friends will remember the published plan for ejecting Indians 
from their domiciles by the insertion of a pig. A complaint 
from Bombay is almost equally illustrative ; and Bombay 
was a peaceable honest place, till the present inundation 
of barbarians. It seems there is a Green, or vacant piece of 
ground, which the Native bã,nker8 and merchants, acting 
under an idea that they were in some sort the owners, chose 
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to devote to pigeon-fancTÍng, and thej are declared to have 
spent ;£4000 on this harmless fantasj. A European boy was 
brought before an English magistrate for killing one of the 
pigeons with a stone ; and the magistrate, — O horror ! — fined 
the boy to the amount of siz shillings, and declared— the im- 
becile — that the English law protected animais as well as 
men. At this the buccaneers are furious. They say it is a 
sacrifíce to Native feeliugs ; and moreover pigeon-fancying is 
idolatrous. Who is to keep an Empire, in the teeth of men 
like these ? 

At other times they thrust into our faces the delights of courts 
of murderers, where the judge acts as hangman with his own 
hands, and the executioner stands knotting his cord during 
the consideration of the verdict.f And this they compare sar- 
castically with the weary processes of Eoglish law, and the 
great paios which are taken with ns before any of us are 
hanffed. AU this is what you are coming to, if nobody plucka 
up uie heart to oppose. 

A twelvemonth ago, the dead were alive, and England waa 
an inhabitable couDtry. Since then, living in it has been 
znade nauseous. Ali places smell of hangman, it is every- 
where the same tang ; we might as well be hooped up with 
the body of a deceased felon on a gibbet of the olden style. 
How much mischief a few low and brutal men, when allowed 
to get to the top of things, can accomplish ! 

One word. Out of ali this, will come more. Take care 
that you are not taken unawares. 

Yours, &c. 

6 January, 1858. 



How TO LosE AK Empibb. 
xxxt. 

Thrre is Bcarcely a limit to what may be accomplisbed bj 
hnman skill, if only men go the right way about it. There 
is no house but might be set on fíre, with sufficient pains and 
ooncentration of goodwill ; no ship but might be sunk, if 
competent exertions were made by the inmates to find the 
rocks and run upon them. At the same time none of these 
experimentalists will be the worse for some assistance from 
without ; the most effectual way of rendering which, is to 
asBure them that it will be held hichly unbeooming to ask 
questiona as to how the thing came about. 

The oase of índia was an extreme one of this nature. The 
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difficulties were bo great and the chances of fiiilure so manj, 
as might have appalled any but men of that determined mould 
which goes by tne name of beroism. A single man of cool 
head and not initiated into the plan, might nave pnt an ez- 
tinguisher on the whole in an earlj stage, and exposed the 
adventnrers to the ridicule which attaches to nnsaccessful 
energy. The government at home might have asked them 
what ali this was for ; instead of comforting them with the 
dedaration that thej shonld be snpported and no questiona 

Sut. The devoutly disposed micht have expressed their 
islike of some of the results, instead of rushing to the churches 
to beg a blessing on what they were going to receiye. The 
strategem, not discoverable in Frontinus, of declaring them- 
selves the victims of unnatural practices bj the enemy, might 
have failed,' and left no proceeds írom this improvement in 
the art of war, ezcept the langhter of Europe. The accom- 
plice-dupes who s wallowed these stories, might have been bnsy 
sncking their thumbs, or other innocent infantine emplojment, 
and so the whole might have fallen to the grouno. These, 
and many more, were the risks and dangers which the adren- 
turers were under obligation to enoounter. 

There were also many sources of danger in England, which 
it required courage to face. The professed opponents of war 
in general, were snre to take up the subject, and do their 
ntmost towards procuring it to be sifted in every qoarter 
where there was a disposition to do it ; and though their 
opinions may not be prevalent to their fali eztent beyond 
the limits of their own respected Society, their influence on 
the public at lar^e is prodigious, so far as ezciting a spirit 
of inquiry into uie necessity of any given case. The Anti- 
slavery Society, however the tone of their Wilberforces and 
Broughams may have been beaten down, were likely to spring 
up with youthml vigour, whenever they became possessed of 
the gigantic plan for massacring or sending to West Indian 
slavery hundreds of thousands of enlisted solmersof the Crown, 
because their presence was a sort of constitutional guarantee 
that their countrymen should not be reduced to the condition 
of the negrões in Yirginia. It was reasonable to suppose that 
some time might elapse, before this hideous conception of the 
most enormous crime ever planned by the corruption of the 
human heart, could, as the Transatlantic phrase is, be 
'' realized " in England. But it was sure to come at last ; 
and no Pftins were taken in índia, to be economical of the 
proofs. The Aborigines Societies too, whose dream had been of 
eztending English liberty and commerce among the children of 
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Him who made of one blood ali tke nations of the earth, found 
themselves rudely put down bj an outburst of " the peculiar 
inatitution." It is âme that even now, these several classes and 
interests can hardly be said to have got one eye open. They 
consist of the classes sometimes defined as the respectable ; and 
the respectable are not forward in facing either maniacs or íions. 
The fear of the wild-beast that is abroad, will weigh heavj 
on them for some time yet ; but they have ali shown upon 
occasion, that when they had time to collect their thougnts, 
they could move. Their apathy has been counted on, and with 
some success ; but the time will come, when they will say like 
Bunyan's hero, " Bejoice not over me, O mine enemj, and 
stretch out the hand to the weapon they have used befôre. 

Many in these classes belong also to what denominates itself 
the religious world. And the religious world has always been 
open to the temptation, which acted upon Las Casas and mul~ 
titudes of other well-meaning men, of encouraging slavery or 
some close approximation to it, for the sake of the command 
it might fínally give over the religion of the servile race. The 
Jesuits tried this on a large scale in Paraguay ; and has the 
resnlt been to make good Jesuits ? It is a snare of Satan, 
they may depend upon it ; and the wiser of them will resist 
till he flee from them, though some may falL 

There was a historical paraliel too, and at no remote period, 
which might easily have been looked to, as portcDding danger. 
The annexation of Oude was the literal copy of the French 
oocupation of Spain, with the exception that the members of 
the Spanish royal family were not murdered under trust. And 
what came of the French occupation of Spain ? If there be 
sense in man, if there be in human nature a faculty to warn 
against laying hold of a heated iron because it burnt some- 
body else before, there ought to be the power to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest, the perils which environ the 
nation that runs mad affcer deeds of felony and blood, and the 
sure retribution which, without any miracle, presents itself at 
the end. 

These were some of the sources from which danger might be 
apprehended ; but on the other hand there were encouraging 
tokens in the sky. Periodical literature had teemed with 
excitiug adventures for the training of British youth, the 
romance of which tumed on what was poetically denominated 
" raising hair," meaning the scalping of an aboriginal. Little 
boys read with wondering delight, how a hunter in Africa, 
not having Grod's own imase to practise on, took a half- 
reasoning elephant, and tried the experiment of how many 
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balis he could send through various parts of ita body witbout 
destroying life. Men carne back from the Crimea, bearing 
proudlj on the ir faces the barbarism the civilizer of the Buasian 
empire had run riaks to efface from the countenances of his 
boors. More thau ali, a weapon had been invented in America» 
which multiplied sixfold the powers of the assassin and the 
buccaneer, and formed the most inviting instrument for Brltish 
magistrates economically combining the offices of judge and 
hangman, and pressed for time in their awkward attempts at 
strangalation*^. " Send me out a revolver, Mamma," was the 
burden of every cadefs first letter to his family at home ; and 
parental partialitj applauded the precocious promise of its 
offspring. Ali this was to a great extent foreseen and counted 
on. It was known too, that the opposltion between the 
militaryand the Civil Government had worn downtheefficiency 
of the latter, and particularly had sncceeded in removing 
the checks to violence, which consist in appeal from men ia 
heat and passion to cooler heads behind. Ali this was done 
under the name of *^ vigour." It has been said tbat ali estab- 
lishménts die of dignity ; many die of vigour, which is only 
another name, and the vigour of the unwise is a razor brand- 
ished by an infant. But this too, was a thing to be counted 
upon ; and many more there were, which might be anticipated 
with hope. It is plain the conspirators ali along had a stronç 
conviction that they should find support at home. They could 
not absolutely tell that " Punch '* would put out poetry worthy 
of the Devirs laureate if he keeps one ; or that '* Household 
Words " would write up to them, in the shape of imaginarj 
soldiers, in a duplicate romance on the other side the world, — 
kicking people over the ship^s side ** without exactly knowing 
why, except that it was the right thing to do," and unable to 
endure " a Native in any form except an oyster ;" or that the 
purveyors of picture-books for infantine amusement would 
instil the young idea with the pleasure of blowing Yictoria*a 
honourable soldiers from a gun. Ali this they could not 
absolutely know ; but they saw enough to make them con- 
fident, and unhappily they were right. 

Every thing they did, showed the determination to lose an 
Empire, with a consciousness of the difficulty of the task. 
Suppose the same kind of plan on foot in any portion of the 
Britísh Islands ; and what pains-taking men they would be, 
who would invent seizing on Cardinal So-and-So in one part, 
or a leading Presbyterian in another, and putting him to tor- 
ture tiU he did something which he believed would damn his 
soul, and great odds if they did not expect the thanka of 
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Parliament. Imagine other in^enious gentlemen, selecting a 
leading elder, or a popular director of oonsciences in the 
Boman church, and picking out a particularly revolting 
eharacter to hang him, not discerning how much better the 
end would have been compassed by the judge^s doing it him- 
selil And ali this with the declared object^ of dinning into 
the universal population, that the attack was on their religion 
and nothing else, and that thej must make up their minds to 
apostatize or march upon Lucknow. Hath the world seen 
8uch maniacs ? The goose and the goat the Crusaders put at 
the head of their columns, were politicians and warriors in 
comparison. 

Nobody is better aware of the tendencies of these kinds of 
things, than those who have been to some extent behind the 
curtain. Does anybody who knows the nature of men with 
muskets in their hands, feel any doubt of what ali this must 
come to ? You see the progress in your streets ; but wait till 
yoQ see some of the ^ avenging column *' among you, and then 
do not blame the poor men, who have been put up to mischief 
by their betters. When the private in the regular army is 
invited in express terms to *' mutiny " if his officers attempt 
to restrain his violeoce, it is no wonder the militia-man feels 
some touch of the same aspirations. Every raw recruit, 
before he has well learnt his facings, will conceive that '' the 
spirit of the immortal gods is in him," and as the .ancient 
Germans debated public questions once drunk and once sober, 
will heroically yolunteer to perform the iirst portion of the 
process. 

If ali this will not lose an Empire abroad and end in civil 
war at home, set it down as hopeless, like the man who snapped 
his pistol leven times at his own head and could not make it 
gooff 

Yours, &c. 

14 Janwary^ 1658. 
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DOXB EnOLAKD DSSIBS to BE RCTLED BY MA.RTIAL lAw ? 

ZXXII. 

SiNGB the Hecorder of Birmingham (a known and honoured 
name) appeara to be the only member of the legal profession 
who has taken alarm at the progress made in comparing the 
advantages of military law with the disadvantages of civil, it 
is time for the men who are not lawyers to bestir themselves, 
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as beinff thooe ^o are to be what msj be ealled the patienta, 
when tiie improved regimen (or regiment as Jolm Knox 
woald have adled it) comes here. 

Onr fittiíers saffered sorely imder the firm of Kirk and 
Jeffi^ys. Bat those eminent men, notwithstanding their 
partneraliipy maintained what Adam Smith afterwards bronght 
mto great note under the title of the division of labonr. Kirk 
did tne bnsiness in the field, and JefEreys swept np anything 
he left Bat there is no aocredited instanoe of Jemreys hans- 
ing anj man with his own hand. He is proved to have made 
horribie faces on the bench ; as evidenced by the witness who 
finally recognized him in sailoi^s disgoise. Bat nobody ever 
said of him, that he came down from the bench, and seized 
on a prisoner, and then and there knotted a rope, and cast it 
roond the prisoner^s neck, and with or withoat the profes- 
sional science of fitting it to. the ear, forced the man with a 
pistol at his head, into the position desirable for consnmma- 
tion of the judicial orgasm. This was reserred for judies 
and magistrates in índia ; — ^if anjbody does not like it^ -mij 
do not thej say so ? It is there on record, iinder the judge 
and magÍ8trate's own hand, not coyly or in the manner of one 
who would '' do good by stealth and blosh to find it fame/' 
but with an open fair demand to thrust it into the face of 
every brother judge and everj brother magistrate in England, 
and say Look here, and see how we improve by crossing of 
the line*. 

The inyention is so admirable, notwithstanding its opposi- 
tion to the dull roles of Politicai Ecoiiomy, that it can never 
be made too much of. It ought to be represented on the 
stage ; why, for instance, does not Astley^s change the 
" Spectre Bride " for the " Hangman Judge í'* It would be 
the fínest lesson in the world, for little boys and prentices in 
the Christmas holidays. The grimaces of the prisoner might 
be made amusing to ali of Christian feelings, in the hands of 
the successor of the lamented Grimaldi ; and a Mr. O. Smith, 
who is great in the devil incamate, would be effective in the 
character of the hero. I would not venture on saying» 
whether it would be justifíable or not, to dress him In the 
costume of a judge or magistrate at home ; because it is not 
certain that judges in índia are accurate in such matters. 
I have seen one Õiat was, and very odd he looked. But with 
or without, a judge is a judge ; and if anybody feels distressed 
at hearing of the new fusion of offices, they ought to say so, 
and not leave the Becorder of Birmingham to be the Cas- 
sandra of our Troy. 
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There ought to be a rígid prohibition bj Aet of Parliament, 
of any judge actinj; as ezecntioner, or executioner as ludge ; 
with a double penidty on puttiDg a prisoner to death by two 
ways at once, as for instanoe hanging him first and shooting 
him afbert, or mce versa, Ancient statutes prevented a manu- 
facturer from selling bis own goods by retail ; and it is at 
least of equal importanoe, that the pronouncer and finisher of 
the law, snould not eat with tbe same set of teeth. 

The reasons for preferring tbe administration of wbat is 
called militarj law, as promulgated by the Indian press and 
echoed by the vast majority of the press at home, may be 
stated as the following. 

1. That prisoners tried by the so-called military law, have 
done their best to prevent Õie production of evidence ; and 
therefore it is proper they should be condemned withont 
evidence. And this the civil conrts will not do. 

2. That the courts nnder the so-called law, have means of 
extorting evidence, which the civil have not. For instanoe, 
they can introduce the executioner knotting his rope at the 
seat of judgmentj, or the judge with his revolver may threaten 
any man who does not like being hanged ; ali of which has 
great effect in breaking down confederacy among the accused 
to withhold evidence against themselves or one another. It 
is knowu by the experience of eminent British officers, that a 
man may be made by torture to damn his own soul ; much 
more may he be made by fear to say or unsay anything that 
may be required of him. Which is an advantage of these 
courts, 

3. That they have means of creating evidence and acting 
on it, which the civil courts would decline. For instance a 

Íirisoner suspected of having belonged to the army appointed 
br massacre, may be taken suddenly with the word of com- 
mand " Attention ! *' and if this through habit produces any 
show of recognition, the court will nod to the executioner to 
take him on his fíle§. Think of a Scotch or Irish man sus- 
pected of having belonged to a regiment which refused to 
trample on the Cross, being tried with this kind of Shibboleth. 
How pleasant ! 

4. That civil courts are a dull and edgeless instrument, 
incapable of acting under a press of business. There would 
be no use in asking a court at York, to send meu by forties 
or by hundreds to be drawn up in line and put to death in 
the Oastle Yard.** York would not stand it ; and if it did, the 
machinery for murder would be utterly dogged up and power- 
less. Ko ordinary butcher can kill above a aozen beasta 
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a-day ; there was one of extraordinary powers who said in 
evidence that he had killed a huudred arweek, but even he 
would be no supply in comparison of the demand. It must 
be clear to eyerybody, that the faculties of a civil court are 
entirely of an inferior order. 

This is the case against the Civil Courts. But there is a 
point after ali against this so-called military law, and that is, 
that it is no law at ali ; that it is authorized by no public 
act, nor by any of the forms the community has agreed to 
reverence. On a not very remote occasion when the subject 
was mooted in the House of Commons, a popular leader of 
considerable standing said '* Military Law was the absence of 
Law." In which I should have agreed with him in every- 
thing but the conclusion he seemed to draw, which was that 
it was therefore the thing that ought to be, and not the thing 
that ought to be put dowu with the strong hand in the same 
way as other peste of humanity. The truth is that what is 
thus called military law is a falsehood, a quibble, a t^ick ; 
and the wonder is that men professing conscience, and stilí 
more honour, will submit to be the Instruments. An Act is 
passed annually to panlsh enllsted soldiers for profane language 
and other crimes necessary to be suppressed, and then tlus 
Act is pretended to be applied, to the slaughter of prisoners 
who never were enllsted soldiers of any kind, cultivators 
perhaps of the ground rising in resistance to intolerable in- 
justice and cruelty like those of the French invasion of Spain ; 
and men who expect to sit at good men^s feasts, coolly do 
their share, and wlpe thelr mouths and say they have done 
no wrong. There will be no end of it tlU the members of 
some pretended court of this kind hold up thelr handa for 
murder ; as will be done the ârst time the tables in the course 
of Providence are tarned upon them. 

Spain reminds me, that in complimentlng the Frenoh on 
what they did not do, I referi-ed to Oude when it ought to 
have been DelhL If anybody did not get his due, — as the 
judge said when he forgot to sentence a prisoner — ^' I beg his 
pardon.** > 

If there be any such thing as profiting by history, — if child- 
ren learn to walk by noting when and how they have fallen 
in times past, — it must be ueedless to impress how certain ali 
these events are to have their rebound and counterpart at 
home. When the waters of the deep have been attracted 
piece-meal to foUow the moon as lunatics are supposed to do 
on land, it would be unreasonable to expect they should not 
burst somewhere and on aomebody, in tne shape of an over- 
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whelming tido. Just as impossible is it, that wben ninety- 
nine hundredths of the population have run madly after tne 
jack o*laDtem af military ezecntion, it should not finally break 
upon snch portions of the community, as from causes at the 
time shall be most exposed. Men who have bad blood every 
day at breakfast for a twelvemonth, cannot leave it off for 
being bid. 

Yonrs, &c. 
21 January, 1858. 
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On CiaíTRALlZATlOW. 
XXXIII. 

There ís no snbject on which more has been said and sung 
by the advanced portíon of profèssÍDg Liberais, than what they 
have named Centralization. By this they mean doiog every- 
thing by direction from one central authority, instead of leaving 
the settlement of a£fairs to a namber of authorities, scattered 
on different points within the circle, each settllng for the 
most part for themselves, but sometimes checking or hinder^ 
ing one another. 

Is this, then, a good, or is it an eril ; or to go more dírectly 
to the point, wben is it a good and when is it an evil ? 

Nobody doubts that, for instance, the Post is better managed 
by a Central Office in the metropolis, than it would be by a 
▼olunteer post-master in each of the post towns framing his 
own regulations and foUowíng his own devices. This then is 
a case where centralization is a good. 

Bnt it does not follow it would be better a Central Office 
should be set up in London, for choosing th& Mayor and 
Alderraen, and appointing Chambers of Commerce to give the 
Minister the benefit of echoing the Minister'8 opinions. This 
would dearly be a case where the centralization was better 
let alone. 

Indeed in ali matters connected with legislation and govem- 
ment, the evidence is strong that not centralization, but dis- 
persion over the circle, is the thing wanted. What is called 
for distinction the ezecutive, may demand a promptitude of 
action where there is uot time for lengthier coudcíIs ; but in 
everything that admits of delay, caution and the moderation 
which comes by the clashing of different iuterests and hearing 
of different opinions, are precisely what make the difierence 
between a well governed country and an ill. There is in ali 
countries a party, who are in love with a splendid tyranny, as 
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hoping themaelves to be its splendid instruments. Bnt thig 
partj can scaroelj be saíd to be predominaDt anywhere ; and 
least of ali in England, unless wnen acting under some aocess 
of what a coroner^s inquest would denominate temporarj 
inBanitj. 

What are Courts of Law for, or Honses of Lords or Com- 
mons, but to give the poor working bees the chance of both 
sides being heard, before they are punished, or taxed, or other- 
wise unpleasantly dealt with ? There are some who would 
abolish juries, to centralize in the wisdom of the judge ; or 
leave legislation to the inspiration of some man of right 
divine, or might equlvalent, and get rid of the circuitons 
encumbrances which have caused parliaments to take their 
name from parleying. Boys frequently have briffht ideas of 
ihis sort ; they have not had time to read the evidence. 

The general conclusion with grave men will be, that the 
fear of centralization is an honest fear, and that centraliza- 
tion is only to be lioensed where the necessity for it is dexnon- 
strated. 

The question at this moment takes a shape of overwhelming 
importaiice, because there is just now broncht before the 
countrj the most gigantic seheme of Centrsdization in the 
hands of the Minister for the time being, which imagination 
ooold portray. It was tried three quarters of a century ago, 
imder a very popular and able minister, and utterly shattered 
and defeated so soon as it came to be understood ; the rei^ing 
sovereign presenting himself as fíle-leader in the opposition, 
and ali the sensible friends of public liberty helping to swell 
his train. And now, in these days of fancied aavance of ali 
kinds, a minister attempts the same thing xmder cover of an 
attempt to rule by the " British lion," which means the un- 
reasoning passions of the community, in oppopition to ali by 
which man should be distinguished from the beasts of the 
fidd. The massacre of the unoffending Oantonese with the 
felonious object of forcing the trade in opium, first gave the 
taste of blood ; the massacre of the Indian Native army, the 
greatest cess-pool of infamy into which any nation has ever 
been plunged, was the natural continuation of the relish. 
Here was the opportunity for renewing the attempt of 1783. 
It was supposed that a mad people, drunk with the blood of 
a religious war, and fresh from doing its best to hold forth its 
Christianity as an execrably bad Paganism, would never stop 
at anything that the caterers for its insane firolic would pro- 
pose. It remains to be seen whether there was not an error 
in the computation, and too ready an assumption of the de- 
gradation of christeued men. 
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Every amatterer in the Natural History of public liberty, 
knows that its existence has always depended on a division 
of powers. The world, at least the British part of it, is too 
old to set up a single power and say, ''Now mind you are very 
good !" It has much more hope from keeping open the pos- 
sibility of checking a power when it gives it room for doubt. 
The special object of jealousy has always been, what our 
ancestors called the power of the Crown, but the happier cir- 
cumstances of later times have tanght men to call the power 
of the Minister. It was the power of govemment in what- 
soever hands, to originate and pursue destructive courses, 
through the application of the means at the disposal of the 
govemment for the time being. And the chief instrument 
for exerting this power, was clearly in the faculty of appoint- 
ing to offices. Hence when our fathers of two-and-a-hau cen- 
turies ago began to stretch out their hands towards a domi- 
nation in the East of interminable magnitude, they did not 
ask the govemment to send out a govemment expedition and 
pave the way for filling the Eastem world with ministerial 
placemen. They asked leave to form a commercial body, 
appointing its own agents and its own officers. Here then, 
whether the consequences were altogether foreseen or not, was 
a provision worthy of wise men, for makin^ the very thing 
your babes in politica, or rather I am afraid your wolves in 
8heep's clothing, exclaim against as a double govemment. 
They made a double govemment, because none in their wits 
woidd have had a single. And now because it suits certain bad 
specimens of humanity to think a single govemment would 
answer better for massacring the Native Army and enalaving 
the Indian population, they bawl for the single govemment, 
and táking the wrong half, It is simply because the commer- 
cial govemors had kept things straight and gone the way to 
continue it, that the men who have blown up the whole con- 
cern, cry out for their removal. It is as if a lew unprincipled 
workmen in one of your lar^e factories, had at great pains 
succeeded in setting fire to uie whole, and then went about 
exclaiming that it was the ^traditional policy" of seeing ali 
lights out at night, which had done the mischief. It is a 
battle between honest commercial men and those who are 
neither. And you of the manu&cturing districts ought to 
have the genius to take up the quarreL 

What evidence have the commercial men who ruled 
índia given of their unfítness ? They always leaned with ali 
their might against the courses which have ended in the 
nation's everliuating shame. No plan for murdering their 
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enlisted soldiers on the heels of a religious perseeation, erer 
proceeded from them. The misdeeds occurring in their 
conntry, at least in later times, were not theirs, but those of 
the Board of Oontrol, which was the name for the ministerial 
machine by which they were being overlaid. 

Planters, and newspapers nnder their gnidance like onr 
blood-drinking press at home, were the active instruments in 
the mischief on the spot. The planters of the East and of the 
"West understand one another ; and the rusty whips of fifty 
years ago are taken down in Demorara, in hopes of being 
applied to the Queen*s enlisted soldiers treacheroosly sent to 
slavery. And still we have well-meaning men who cry, ''More 
planters, and more planter*s press ;'* as Morison of pills, when 
a patient died ander his medicine, always laid it on not 
having taken enongh. 

An instance of the operations of these blood-hunters, has 
jnst now appeared. A corps of what were called volunteers, 
proceeded to enforco the disarming of certain Native soldiers ; 
and when these last had laid down their arms as ordered, 
the volunteers began to fire on them, and their commandant 
tried to stop them. For this he is fiercely arraigned by the 
planter^s press*. And he replies in his defence, that after the 
Native troops had laid down their arms and were standing 
quietly without any intent of trying to get away, the volnn- 
teer corps began " to take pot shots at them at nine or ten 
yards," whereupon the nativos tried to save their lives by 
flight, and many were in this way lost. Perhaps some of onr 
friends unused to the sports of the field, may not know what 
is meant by "pot shots." It is when a man puts the miizzle 
of his gnn to a hare sitting, or shoots at partridges in a crowd 
iipon the ground, in a way which shows a simple desire to kill 
for the pot Shall we ever get over having been born in the 
same country with these men 1 

To return to Bradford, — does not everybody in their tom 
eomplain of the overbearing weight of the ministerial hand ; 
and wijl you go for increasing it ? Is there not trouble enough 
with men whq want places in the Excise and in the Post- 
office, without adding those who would be delighted to do 
anything they could in return for a little place of which there 
must be so many in índia 1 The Army has been a subject of 
jealousy. Luckily we had two Armies, and one was at the 
disposal of our rich commercial classes. This is to be done 
away with, lest you should at some time have a double 
govemment when you are wanted to be " hanged like fun." 

Finally, if there be any sense, any wisdom, any capacity 



Use anã MUwe of Credit, 129 

for seeing apit before you walk into it, bestir jonrselTes while 
there is a chance, for opposing the most monstrous act of oen- 
tralization ever conceived. And do not stop short of securing 
what miut be dona to be efRective. Nothing will be competent 
to any ultimato sucoess, but going against the whole power 
which has embodied itself under the cry of tfae British lion, 
to carry its own ends in the exeitement. It was to get two 
gOYemments for one minister, that the Oanton massacre 
was supported. The proffer of Ileform is a bait whioh will 
mislead some, but not ali. Wise fish will take the bait oS the 
hook if thej can, and wag their tails at the tempt^*. 

Yours, &c. 
27 Januairy, 1858. 
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Usí! AND MisusK or Credit. 

XXXIV. 

As th is is a snbject attracting notíce at the fnresent moment, 
and which has been taken np bj valaed friends at Bradford, 
I feel desirons to contributo to the inquiry, not as being any 
master of the question, but rather in the spirit of Dr. PrÍMtley 
wLen he said, ^ I wanted to know something about Electricity, 
so I wrote a book." 

Wliat nobody can help feeling in the outset, is that credit 
may be a good, and credit may be an evil. That is to say, it 
may be a good to a certain extent or in certain circumstances, 
and an evil in others. 

If you or I, being men living within our ineomes or com- 
mercial capaMlities, ask what is at ali events ocie fair use of 
eredlt, it is that we should be allowed to run up a bill for 
groceries or as the case may be, without being obliged to send 
H)urpence every time we desire some small accession to our 
cupboard. And even if tliis goes on till Christmas, there is 
no harm done, provided we prove, as I trust we sli^U, good 
men at ( christmas. And if the grooer at his annual séttiing 
extends his coníidence to giving us liis receipt on our sending 
him a cheque on a banker, there is still no mischief done, 
provided said banker is prepared to answer to tbe calL 

So far, there is nothinç but a very healthy use of credit. 
But widely different would the case be, if we gave a dieque 
beyond our standing in the banker^s Itooks, and told our 
tradesman he had only to pass the cheque to his wholesale 
su^r-mercliant, and ÍX\ would be right. From the moment 
this counsel was given and taken, would be the beginning of 
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a system whicb, however long it might go on, could plainly 
first or last end in nothing, but somebod/s losing the value 
of the sugar we had eaten. 

There may be no denying, that if we were in the position 
last describedy we should l^ under temptation to desire the 
contÍDued circulation of our cheques. We might be in hopes, 
like Mr. Micawber, that ''something would tum up" which 
should enable us to pay them, and thereon be tempted to go 
on ordering our lamb chops. But the fíirnisher of these 
yiands, if he knew our situation, would not feel complimented 
by the preference given him. He might haye a distant idea 
of the possibility of passing our dubious paper to another 
hand ; but he would feel a strong sensation of danger never- 
theless. There is a certain degree of possibility that Mr. 
Micawber's expectations might be realized. But it is very 
little this chance would fetch in open market. 

A more substantial plea perhaps is, that many a man has 
derived great final good, both to himself and others, from a 
judicious use of credit in his early days. A man at starting 
may have received fifby pounds from the benevolence of an 
uncle, and this, skilfully and fortunately used, may have led 
to the establishment of great concerns, and the creation of 
great wealth. The answer to which appears to be, that this 
IS something very distinct from the encouragement of a vague 
and general system of credit, under the idea that it is the 
creation of wealth. "Wherever such encouragement has taken 
place, it is a serious question whether commercial explosions 
are not a sort of necessary consequence. Add to which, that in 
ali the cases where the uncle's benevolence has been successful, 
it will be found there have been great caution and economy, 
íoined to a degree of luck. The distinction too is wide, 
oetween the benevolence of the uncle, and a general system 
of loose dealinç. The uncle is in a certain state of prepara- 
tion for a total loss, and takes care that the loss shall not 
extend beyond his ability to bear. There are very few 
instances of uncles ruined by such benevolences ; many are 
the men brought to grief by the failure of those they have 
rashly credited in wnat they thought promising commercial 
speculations. 

The case of a commercial man in fact is hard. He must 
either speculate or not speculate. He wants to raise himself 
in the world, and he sees not how he is to do it unless he 
trusts himself ón the ocean of speculation. His case resembles 
that of the sailor. There are risks in everything and every- 
where ; he must either put to sea and take these risks, or he 
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must stay at home. £ut there are prudent risks and impru- 
dent. There is such a thing as going into danger with a 
fali knowledge of where the danger lies, and there is doing 
it blindly and unpreparedly. The man who goes to sea in a 
sound vessel and keeps a good look-out, in a great majority of 
cases comes back with snccess. The man who does the con- 
trary, is very apt to be left behind. As it would be a long 
business to write a treatise on the art of seamanship, so it 
would be to attempt to enter into particulars on the subject of 
trade. £ut it may still be useful to point out that there is a 
clue, and that it is within the reach of the concemed to do 
something towards foUowing it up. What is wanted, is a 
general system of caution, and resistance to the idea that 
loose creuit is a public good. At the same time it would be 
very unjust to infer, that those on whom the tower in Siloam 
falis, were the guilty parties. The man who fínds bad shiUings 
in his purse, is not the coiner. 

The comparison with navigation, seems capable of frequent 
application. One lesson it might teach, is to beware of times 
of supposed prosperity. The seaman almost knows, that after 
fair weather will come foul. And he is never more prepared 
to shorten sail, than when the wind of prosperity is strength- 
ening to a gale. Excitement produces competition, and com- 
petition recklessness. And he that most gives way to these, 
is most likely to be found in danger in the end. 

These are no more than the observations impressed by 
general facts. They make no pretension to acquaintance 
with details ; but the best acquainted may fínd use in refresh- 
ing their familiarity with principies. 

Yours, &c. 

3 Fébruary, 1858. 
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Rb-assemblinq of Parliament. — CoNSPiRACT BiLL. — Letter 

OF " JUDEX.'* — OaTHS BiLL. 
XXXV. 

On Thursday 4 February, accordin^ to announcement the 
two Houses retumed to their occupations. In the Commons 
there was not much for observation, except the wonderful 
manner in which the Conservatives brought up the lower box 
of their eloquence, on occasion of a dispute upon some altera- 
tions in a motion by General Evans for the production of some 
ludian letters. Their orators could make an Epic in prose, 
on any one of the nine hundred and ninety-nine angels that 
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can dance ou the point of a needU. Those who are ao ffOBKt 
in litUe things, leave themselves no room for being gre&ter 
in things of more moxoent. Their auditor settles down inio 
toleranoe of talk, as at a dull plav where he steela his heart 
against the sorrows of the heroine. 

On Friday were two occiírrences posseasing interest. In a 
debate on a Bill for allowing the East índia Company to ratae 
money, the promoters of wEich had taken oonsideraUe pains 
to wrap up the question of what might be its bearing on 
future intentiona, an eminent member on the govemment 
aide, without the excuse of having his head in the lap of any 
Delilah, in the glee of his heart let out the intimation that in 
a short time " the East índia Company would be matter of 
history." The public therefore are fbre-armed ; and if they 
submit quietly to the huge act of centralization avowedly 
inprogreas, and which their forefathers with the king attheir 
head so conspicuously defeated, — aU that is left is to hope that 
when the consequences come upon them like an armed man, 
they will copy the equanimity of the Spanish patriot and 
reformer, who said to his followers who murmured as they 
were led to exeçution the day after a battle, " Yesterday waa 
the time for the courace of gentlemen ; to-day there is nothing 
but the resignation of Christians.'* 

The notice of a Bill on the subject of conspiraciea to 
murder, led to some bitter observations on the present holder 
of power in France. No man is less disposed than myself to 
take his part ; but I doubt whether when one half the Britiah 
army is engaged in massacring thé other half, is the time 
for raising the* bristles against foreigners. If anybody does 
not like the position, they must settle accounts with those 
who brought the country into it. Men cannot be both mad 
and safe. They cannot enjoy the luxury of making insane 
wild>beasts of themselves, aud remain in possession of the 
immunities attached to the exercise of human reason and 
common sense. That the Emperor of France should be sup- 
ported and prompted by the French army, is nothing but 
what any man ât to take charge of the watch on deck of a 
collier, must have been perfectly aware of. The French army 
returned from the Crimea in a faigh state of exaltation^ and 
has a piore extended interest in the exercise of its profesáional 
talents than perhaps any other. Witkout attributing to it 
any extraordinary malignity, there were old grudges it might 
be very pieasant to settle; and unless anybody seriouaiy 
wishes to have a French army on our backs at the momant of 
our iusaue and treacherous eruaade in índia, it wafl unwiae to 
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do anything whicli could tend to such a consequenoe, or assist 
thofe who might be engased in such a plan. 

A letter stgned " Jndex in the Tvmes of 29 January attracted 
a good deal of notice at Bradford at the time when I was 
there ; as confirming what I had said of the falsehood of the 
base additions made to the bad enotigh history of the events 
at Delhi and Cawnpore. I am now informea that it comes 
from a Judge and Magistrate in activity in índia, the son of 
one of the most eminent of the legal celebrities in the Honse 
of Lords. 

A parUamentary paper jnst transmitted to Bradford, goes 
to prove the justice of the assertion which made the editor of 
a jonmal in your neighbourhood to mount on his high horse, 
—that índia had fallen into the hands of "• our maniacs and 
oar reprobates." See what the well-disposed portion of the 
Indian goTemment declares it has got to struggle against. 

On Saturday the House met for the purpose of carrying up 
tbe Address to the Queen on the Marriage. 

On Monday the 8th was a debate, important in what it 
may lead to, on the Vote of Thanks to the Govemor-General 
of índia. The Oonservatives showed more than their usual 
talent. Their attack, though finally withdrawn, was well 
aimed, well led, and well managed ; though the final effect 
will only be to open out that information on the true state of 
the Indian question, which everybody but the Foreign Afi&irs 
Committees appears bent on keeping down. 

After this, came on the Govemmenfs Bill for punishing 
Conspiracy to Munler. It produced, as on a former oocasion, 
a great display of violence, from what may be denominated 
the party of the British lions ; meaning those who are guided 
by the headlong instincts of animal nature, in opposition to 
the use of the reason which God has j?lven to man. To those 
who have witnessed the buU-fights of Spain, where an unfor- 
tunate animal in pursuance of the dictates of its furious 
passions plunges upon the sword of the skilful slaughterer 
neld out with that prepared purpose, the resemblance is irre- 
sistible. When one half the British army is employed in 
massacring the other half, and when no stone has been 
practically left unturned which oould impress on the Natives 
of índia the necessity of dying in the last ditch if they can 
flet there, and bríng on the state of things most tempting to 
loreigners to interfere as France did in America in 1776, — is 
not the time for using irritating langnage to the heads of 
fereign govemments whether better or worse, unless the users 
are prepared to avow that they contemplate the complications 
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of the existing difficulty which have been allnded to. If anj- 
bod j dislikes this position of the country, let them go to those 
who brought it on, and specially to the mis-called statesmen 
here, who scouted ali attempts at inquirj into the orígin of the 
mischief when remedj might have been applied, or at ali events 
the exacerbation of the evil by the promise of impnnity pre- 
vented. But being where it is, it is the biisiness of wise men in it 
if there are any, to conduct themselves like reasonable beings, 
and not like brute creatures however gloriously picturesque 
or oonventioually poetic. We must not court the interferencQ 
of foreigners at an awkward moment, that the British lions 
may have the pleasure of putting it down. • What is wanted 
is a sim pie mediam between too much concession to foreign 
countries and too little, and is shut up in one vrorá^ jtistice ; 
and justice is the application of the rule of doing to others what 
we should expect them to do to us. If natives of any ima- 
ginable country were believed to be conspiring in France 
against the life of the sovereign of Great Britain, we should 
be very likely to request some alteration in existing laws if 
we thought it wanted ; and not the less, if our Britísh lions 
were exerting themselves to get up a national quarrel upon 
the premises. As in the very common case of regimental 
disputes, the wise men must keep the foolish in order, and 
partly by persuasion and partly by authority, keep Jack and 
Fred from making holes in each other on a punctilio. It is 
generally very little that is wanted in such cases ; and that 
little ought to be done. If the English law against conspiracy 
to murder does not extend to murdering a foreigner beyond 
sea, it ought to do. Or if the punishment is incompetently 
small, it would be reasonable to extend it. But no quarrelling 
to please the British lions. 

The debate was finally adjoumed till Tuesday. 

After expressing my satisfaction at " What the Foreign 
AflEairs Committees affirm," in your paper of 6 Feb., I ofer 
an observation in the way of accuracy. There never was 
any thing like " antipathy of races" on the part of the Natives 
of índia, till the present events which have done ali that gods 
or men could suggest to engender it for the future. The 
Native soldiery, as Lord Macaulay has said in the Edinburgh 
Beview, (for it is a^tí, Macaulay aut Diaboluà), were the most 
affectionate of servitors to ali of British lineage. Good lost, 
casts a degree of illusion over the past ; but it was beautifiil 
to see the Communications between the Natives and Europeans, 
where the last, as was the case with many, were benevolent 
and wise. It was more like what might be imagined of the 
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commerce of human beings with existences a step higher in the 
scale of creation if such there be, than anything else to whicli it 
can be likened. One detestable word, imported from the slave- 
penns of America, has put an end to this for ever. 

At a quarter before 1 a.m. the House divided on the intro- 
duction of the Bill to punish Conspiracy to Murder. Ayes, 
299 ; Noes, 99. 

On Wednesday the lOth, the Oaths Bill was read a Second 
Time without a Dirision. It is not much of a Bill ; being lack- 
ing in simplicity and greatness ; but it is a fídget in the right 
direction. The war, it is to be concluded, will be in the other 
House. Meanwhile the ultra party of the opponents here, 
have had the opportunity of showing off to their hurt. Their 
eloquence is alarming ; and in the department of muscular 
action, would indicate an ambition of âguring in the print- 
shops by the side of Mr. Spurgeon. Their arguments con- 
sist simply of one truism, — "We cannot admit any but 
Christians into the House of Commons, because then we 
should cease to be a House of Commons that admitted no- 
body but Christians." 

Yours, &c. 

10 Feb., 1868. 
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LlMITKD LlABILlTT. — PoPULAR EdUCATION. — InDIA BiLL. — 

Church-Kates. 

XXXVI. 

On Thursday 10 February Mr. Headlam brought in his 
Bill for allowing of Limited Liability in Joint-Stock Banks. 
The Government agreed to it, with reservation that it should 
not extend to Banks of issue. The distinction seems reason- 
able. When a man lodges his money in a Bank of deposit, 
he has the same opportunity as in any other commercial 
transaction, of forming his own judgment on the soundness 
of those he trusts, and if he does not like th em, he has only 
to let them alone. But when the paper of a Bank of issue is 
offered to a tradesman, he cannot decline to receive it, without 
incurring the danger of losing custom, or of causing a scandal 
and an outbreak which he will avoid as long as he can. And 
this forms the answer to what was urged on this point from 
the opposite side, namely that a tradesman had nothing to do 
but to take the bank note and send it to the bank to be 
cashed. Such a proceeding would soon get wind, and Mr. A. 
who was sending his notes for cash at the end of every roarket 



136 Limited Liàbility, 

dajy would be m&rked as an enemj of the banking fino, and 
one who was bent on injuring its eredit. Ali of Trhich a 
tradesman will run considerable risks to avoid. 

And this may be tbe place for noting, that it is discreditable 
to a civilized and law-governed oommunity, to hare permitted 
those opportunities for inâicting deep distress on the most de- 
fenceless portions of tbe public, whicb bave from time to time 
arisen out of tbe iusolrencj of banks of issue. Tbe tbing was 
perfectly witbin reacb, if tbere bad been tbe will ; and tbls 
witbout detriment, but ratber advantage, to tbe strongest and 
tbe best. And tbe reason wby it was never reacbed, was 
partly owing to connezions witb tbe govemments of past 
times, and partly to tbe vague ideas of tbe advantages oi 
increasing paper currency and eredit at ali bazards, wbicb 
are only now beginning to be sbaken. Tbe tbing was easily 
accomplisbed in tbe case of a receiver of tbe tf^es ; wbere 
tbe government took special care tbat nobodj sbould receiye 
witbout making ample provision for recovery from somebody 
or somewhere, in case be ran away. Tbere could bave been 
no bardsbip in a demaud of tbe same nature on tbe issuer of 
paper money ; tbe matter being clearly witbin tbe province 
of law, wbicb exists for no end but tbe protection of tbe 
public. Tbere could bave been no bardsbip in demanding of 
a bank of issue tbat it sboold fínd approved security for 
^YQTY pound it issued ; or if cbosen, money lodged in tbe 
public funds, witb some provision for its remaining tbere, 
migbt bave been consldered as security. It is no secret tbat 
tbis last is tbe way in wbicb tbe strongest and safest banks 
of issue secure tbe means of ansrwering ali calls tbat may be 
made on tbem, and at tbe same time receive a profit. 

On the same eveuing a motion was made by ^r John 
Pakxngton, the most liberal of Conservatives, for an Address 
to the Queen for the appointment of a Commission to inquire 
into the present state of Popular Education in England; 
wbicb was carried by 110 to 49. This therefore is the time 
for getting up a map of the position of the question. What 
is wanted ; bow mucb of it is done alreadv ; and bow mucb 
is still to do ? And, whicb prudent men aiways begin by in> 
quiring, — ^what bave been the obstacles most effective bitherto, 
and whicb therefore may be looked for in what is to come ? 
And here tbe principal obstacles bave been two ; — tbe desire 
of tbe different religious sects and parties to make education 
as mucb as in their power an instrument of extending tbeir 
own opinions, and as the means to this, preventing education 
wbere such desire sbould not be gratifíed ; and secondly, tbe 
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quarrel between those who are unwilling to receive pnblic 
aid and those Tfho are not, otherwise known ae the dispute 
between the Yolnntaries and what mnst be called in oppo- 
sition the Involuntaries. The ârst of these would seem to be 
disposed of, by telling them that nobody wants to interfei^ 
wlth them ; bnt it is not certain that they will not still 
endeavour to exert some hostile influence. The religions sects 
show an inclination to adopt the same policy as on the Jew 
question ; when unable to carry the point entirely for them- 
selves, they admit what they think the necessary numbei 
into partnership. The High Church Tory sinks his dislike 
to the Eomanist, the Unitarian, and the Dissenter generally ; 
and offers for the time being to be fellow well met with any 
of them, if they will only combine to keep out the Jew. So 
on the Éducation Qnestion, they proffer combination to keep 
out aDy man who will not recognize their demaud to throw 
in religion as a stnmbling-block. ^^ Have ye not houses to eat 
and to drink in ?" said an Apostle ; and hare ye not churches 
to teach your religions opinions in, may be asked of the oppo- 
nents who object to assembling children to learn the Bule oí 
Three withont seizing the opportunity to catechize. In ali 
this there is a lurking jealousy of children being taught th« 
Rule of Three, and a concealed conviction that it would not 
by itself be favourable to some dogma they roU under their 
tongues. 

What is wanted seems to be a power for ali or any sub- 
stantial associations of meu, to ask, not as a charity but a right, 
public aid in the proportion of what they may be held to co(n- 
tribute to the resources of the state ; to be by them expended 
on Éducation of any kiud they please, with just so much of 
other men's plans and interests as they choose to admit and 
no more. There must be some kind of inspection, to ensnre 
that the public money is not taken on false pretences ; but 
an3rthing further is to be resisted, as much as a demand to 
read the Litany. A good precedent is giren in the Marriage 
Laws ; by which people can be married with any religions 
ceremony they choose, and if they choose, with none. 

On Friday the Minister movêd to bring in his Bill "for 
the better govemment of índia." His speech was prodigiously 
tame, and never for a moment got off the ground. On the 
other hand Mr. Baring*8 in repíy, though neitber poetry nor 
rhetoric are the avocations of himself or honse, occasion- 
ally rose to the impassioned and impressive. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer took an extraordinary line. He said the 
Directors of the East índia Company, in ali the most stirrin^ 
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times of their admínlstration, had invariably impressed 'on 
their servants in índia the duties of "justice," moderation, 
and abstinence from territorial aggrandizement, (I stand to 
the word between inverted commas) ; and their servants in 
índia had as invariably set their directions at defiance. ^r^o, — 
admire the conclusion, — ^the Directors of the Company coúld 
not claim credit as the authors of the British power in índia. 
Throughout the whole of the official proceedings, was a mani- 
fest resolution to keep down the great question at the present 
moment, which is whether the disgraces in índia have not 
been brought on through a victorious opposition to the prin- 
cipies and system of the Directors in ali time, and whether 
the whole conclusion against the Directors is not as irrational, 
as if on a ship of war being bnrnt at its anchors, the cry were 
raised of " This comes of the traditional policy of the Master 
at Arms seeing ali lights out at watch-setting, and the 
red-tape custom of making reports to the First Lieutenant.'* 
It was further argued from the same quarter, that this was 
peculiarly the time for a change of govemment in índia ; 
being of about the same value as a proposal that in troublous 
times in England, the exasperation should be salved by an 
announcement that the govemment was to be changed from 
the regai to which men were accustomed, to some unknown 
thing entitled the govemment of a Company. If anything 
decidedly suicidai can be invented, it is the proposal to send 
every malcontent in índia to die in the last ditch, by the 
announcement that the Company's govemment which he 
knows has resisted to the utmost of its power the treachery 
practised on him, is to be superseded by another, for what he 
will consider the express purpose of executing the cruelties 
the Company would have prevented. Why is the name of 
the Queen of England to be held forth as executioner in chief ? 
Is it not enough that commissioned officers with awkward 
fingers have dabbled in the hangman's art ? 

On Monday, duU debate, with the exception of an im- 
passioned speech from Mr. Whiteside, on the same question 
regarding índia. On Tuesday, the question in another form, 
in a motion for calling the attention of the House to the 
causes of the insun-ection ; though by the greater portion of 
the speakers no attention to them was called. Lord John 
Bussell commenced with a dry defence of Lord Dalhousie ; 
but was great when he got on the íirst Napoleon's ruiu 
though hankering after his prestige. In the course of this, 
he made a hard hit against what he on a former occasion 
called the " atrocious " proceedings in China. 
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During the evening, a question was asked according to 
notice with the Votes, having a strong tendency to produce 
irritation in France, to the endangering of a war the first 
move of which it needs no ghost to teU. The Minister, as 
was natural to one whose wishes were ali the other way, 
made a stark and decisive reply. 

At the same sitting, the ministry was in a minority of 17 
(being one more than on the famous Canton qiiestion) on a 
motiou for bringing in a Bill to repeal the Act of Queen Anne, 
chapter 7, so far as relates to the vacating of Seats in Parlia- 
ment on the aeceptance of office. Will the minister send the 
House of Commons to the British Lion again ? And if not, 
"why will he not 1 

On Wednesday the 17th at half-past 5 p. m., Sir John 
Trelawney's Bill for the Abolition of Church-Eates was read 
a Second Time, by a majority of 214 to 160. A great fact. 

Yours, &c. 

17 Fébruaryy 1858. 
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Amendment on ths Conspibacy Bill. — Eemarkable 
Effect. — Adjournment of the House. 

XXXVII. 

On Thnrsday 18 February, adjonmed debate on the 
Bill for changing the Government of índia. There was a 
universal omission of what it might have been supposed 
would have been the qiiestion presenting itself to ali minds, 
— the effect which the announcement of such a change, with 
ali the chances of misunderstanding, even if it he misunder- 
standing, which beset it, will have on the existing state of 
things in índia. I confess, that to my appreheusion, it looks 
like nothing but the way in which, according to the adage of 
antiquity, those the Deity intends to destroy, are demented 
to begin with. A shipmaster who in a gale of wind should 
choose the time for shifting his lower masts, would only be a 
type of it. Here are ali the Natives of índia in a state of 
agitation, some sacrificing themselves by what they consider 
martvrdom, and others preparing to do it by and by ; know- 
ing fuU weíl, or at ali events impressed with the strong con- 
viction, that the evil which has come upon their country, was 
the distinct work of persons acting in opposition to the wishes 
and endeavours of what they are acquainted with under the 
name of the Company's Government ; seeing too the fuU 
evidence that the men who have fiUed their country with 
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blood and horror, who have blown their friends and relatires 
from gans, have hanged the wounded on the field, and tanght 
the private soldier to approach as near to cannibaliam as 
consista in "glorying" in thesmell of an enemy roasted before 
he is dead*; — ali this they know is carried on by men shonting 
for the aboíition of the Òompany^s govemment and the sub- 
stitution of the Koyal name. Of conrse they consider the 
Boyal name as intended for the seal and confírmation of their 
evils ; and this is the position of things, in which a govem- 
ment at home can do nothing but press the snbstitution. If 
a man were found sending ont a thousand stand of arms to 
the Indian subjects of the Crown now in active resistance, 
he would probably be blamed. What is the amount of blame 
attaching to those who insist on ordering what will cause a 
hundred thousand to take to either active or passive hostility I 
Surely the Swedish statesman^s intimation to his son was 
true, that he would live to see with how little wisdom the 
woríd is govemed. 

The Bill was finally introduced by a majority of 318 to 173. 
If the professing Badicals were worth their salt, they would 
make a stand against the hugest plan of centralization of 
power which ever entered into the lieart of man. But they 
nave sold the Centralization, for what will prove to be a spin- 
ning minnow of Reform. The Second BeadÍDg is fíxed for 
March 5 ; so that there is still some time. 

On Friday a great change came over the Govemment's Bill 
for preventing Conspiracy to Murder, on the motion for 
Second Eeading, by the introduction of Mr. Milner Gibson'8 
Amendment ; the conseqiience being that eighty-one members 
who had voted for the introduction of the Bill, voted for Mr. 
Gibson's Amendment, with the effect of turning a majority of 
200 into a minority of 19. Of course there must have oeen 
other novelties to produce the result ; but this was the great 
feature. 

The explanation appears to be this. On the motion for 
introducing the Bill, there was no altemative but either to 
refuse ali attention to the case, or vote for its being laid on 
the table. Mr. Gibson's Amendment was directed with great 
judgment to alter this state of things. He pointedly declared 
that his Amendment would prevent no altera ti on of the law 
which might be found necessary when it was known what wcw 
the law ; and he included in its terms as much of disavowal 
and detestation of conspiracy, as might satisfy any reasonable 
desires of parties concerned. This produced the enect, perhaj» 
hardly to be paralleled in parliamentary history ; and on divi- 
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sion, the Amendinent was carried bj 234 to 215. It does not 
seem clear whether this is necessarily anal ; because it has 
not been voted that tbe Bill be read this day six months, but 
odIy that another proDosition is carried. But the probability 
is that it will practicaJly be finaL 

The speech of the mover of the Amendiuent was everything 
that was conciliatory, prudent, and abstinent from irritating 
topics ; as were also those of ali the leading members whp 
took the same side. The minister in windius-up in reply, 
was wanting in self-command. He attacked the mover, and 
throu^h him the whole old and joung Peace Pai'ty, as having 
invariably advocated a policy oi submission and crouchiug to 
every foreign power, and endeavoured to paralyze the arm 
of the country and deprive it of the means of defence. He 
added the impolicy, of lecturing the House on the duty of 
carrying a Bill throngh the Second Beading after it had been 
once introduced ; when everybody knows that the constant 
plea of the introducers of a Bill is, that it shali not be eon- 
demned without being fírst laid on the table. 

It appears very desirable to know what the actual state of 
the law on conspiracy is ; and it is not considered as deíinitely 
settled, notwithstanding the efforts of the Attomey-General. 
It may be set down as admitted, that for Englishmen in 
England to conspire to murder anybody in England, is a mia- 
demeanour. A case was stated where men conspired to hang 
a man by a false charge, and were punished in consequence. 
May Englishmeu conspire to murder a jeweller in the Rue 
St. Honoré, to whom it shall be supposed they are in debt ? 
What are the consequences if they succeed ! What are the 
consequences if they fail ? If they succeed and make their 
escape to England, will they be given up under what are 
called the extradition treaties ; or will they be tried in 
England ? If they have failed, can they be tried in England, 
ana for what, and with what punishment ? AU these are 
questions which if they were in the hands of Bradford mer- 
chants and related to Alpaca, would be settled in a month. 
The opinion of the Attomey-General appeared to be, that 
foreigners are able to do in this country, that which your own 
subjects are unable to do, and what would be a crime in 
natural-born British subjects is a matter of impunity in 
foreigners. An odd state of law if it is so, and one which 
might well be altered ; though it does not folio w that it was 
necessary to vote against Mr. Gibson's Amendment. 

On Monday, after a short speech, Lord Palmerston moved 
that the House on its rising adjourn tiU Friday; which 
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was agreed to. A letter was produced from the English 
Ambassador at Paris, and is among the Parliamentary Fapers 
delivered on Tuesday, the tendency of which appears to be 
to insist on the irritation existing in France. Is this to 
enforce the keeping of Lord Palmerston for minister % 

Some saDguine men appear to think, that the plan for the 
centralization of índia or its gov^emment, is at an end. 
Doubts may be felt on this head ; for mischief is not so easily 
quelled. It would be contrary to probabilities to say, that 
tne loss of índia (for it wiU be a loss, as much as if the owner 
of a China-shop had danced among his china-ware and then 
talked of saving the pieces,) — had been invented and set 
a-going by the home government, for the sake of destroying 
the Native army and laying hands on the administration ot 
índia with a huge augmentation of the British land forces. 
They were not what the lawyers call accomplices before the 
fact ; but they were accomplices after. They seized on the 
advantages the position offered, and had not the least notion 
of losing any of them by delay. The first step towards alle- 
viation of the miseries and shames in índia, would be the 
blowing up (if gods or men could compass it) of this plan for 
giving the administration of índia to the minister. 

After the turn things have taken, the question would seem 
now to be, whether a Tory govemment is to strengthen itself 
with the centralization of índia. Surely the men will awake, 
who allowed themselves to be drugged with the notion that 
there was a coming Beform, and ali manner of known and 
unknown good things on the point of dropping into their 
mouths. 

Yours, &c. 

24 Fébruary, 1858. 



Changk of Ministrt. — Índia. — The " Crowninq Madness." 

XXXVIII. 

On Friday 26 February, the Commons met to vote the 
issuing of new writs for the places whose representatives had 
accepted office under the Crown ; a precaution of our ancestors, 
not of the very first-rate importance, but still of some import- 
ance, like a man's blowing his nose lest he should wish he 
had done it by-and-by. 

The late Attorney-General made a remarkable and to most 
of his audience a puzzling speech, in which he spoke myste- 
riously of some who had highly miscondacted themselves, and 
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with sharp bits of sarcasm ever and anou, which were ap- 
plauded by those who thus annouuced themselves to be in the 
secret. You will be amused to hear, that through puré chance 
the orator from time to time directed his eye so exactly to the 

Elace where it was my fortune to have found a seat, that 
owever remote from possibility the thing might be, I could 
not help saying to myself, like the husband in the French 
farce, Eat-ce qu^en dorTnant fai fait quelque ehose ? By degrees 
it carne out, that it was somebody " in another place ; " and 
as neither you nor I have anything to do with anybody ** in 
another place/' the fear was lulled. It seems that eminent 
lawyers in the Lords have roughly dealt with the late 
Attomey-Generars law on the subject of the responsibility 
of foreigners. But surely the point might have been settled, 
with less expense of words. A parliamentary speech is not 
the best médium for explaining a point of law ; but so far as 
I could frame a judgment, the defence was that conspiracy in 
England to murder a foreigner abroad, had been made pun- 
ishable by a special statute, and in this statute no mention 
had been made of its being applicable to foreigners. Suppos- 
ing the word " foreigner " not to appear in the statute, it does 
not follow that the statute is not applicable to ali who at the 
moment owe obedience to the English laws. If a statute was 
passed making cutting and maiming a capital felony, was a 
foreigner at liberty to cut and maim because he was not 
named in the statute 1 But ali this is arguing without an 
exact cognizance of facts ; and the pity and the complaint is, 
that the facts are not given us. If it were a question of Horse 
law or of Ship law, the law would be laid before us in unmis- 
takeable terms, by those ingenious gentlemen who with 
steady wing pursue their way towards the honours of the 
profession by mastering one subject at a time. If there is 
such a defect in the law as stated, the sooner the hole is 
patched the better ; but the first step towards it, would be to 
let us know, in the cabalistic symbols for such cases made and 
provided, what there is, with a running commentary upon 
what there is not. 

The House appointed to meet on Monday, for the purpose 
of adjouming to Friday 12 March ; which is believed to be 
the time requisite for an administration to shake themselves 
into their new clothes. Some of the appointments point 
strongly to the absence of connexion between an office, and 
what Bentham would call " ofl&cial aptitude " as derived from 
previous habits and occupations. A man was once asked if 
he coidd play on the vioun, and replied "he did not know, 
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bat he woold irj.** Some of them too, have a thzeat^dng 
aspect, as showing important interesiB plaoed in the handa of 
known adveraarieSb On the whole, it ia for the party of the 
people to be on the alert» and put off aa qnickly aa poesible aJl 
alnmberinff and aleeping, aríaiag ont of oonfidenoe that thej 
were In the handa of f rienda. Many important measores^' 
which there waa good hope were on the eve of being carriediy 
moat lie by for other weather. At the aame time, it will be 
ri^ht to try — ^whether mnckle-nLOuth'd Meg will mkke a good 
wife or notb It ia to be auppoaed abe waa taken, to acape 
worae. 

One very important point oonnected, íb whether there ia to 
be an end of the inaane project of ahifting the govemnient of 
índia, I have juat aeen a book on India^ by a lady whoae 
jndgment haa great influenoe in the oonntry, Mias Martineaa ; 
and it íb impoaaible to give too mnch weight to her eloqoent 
dennnciation of the ^'crowningmadneaa'' of seizing on tha 
gOTemment of índia to pleaae the aristocracy. Women are 
alwaya right on great qneationa ; becaose th^ are free from 
the inflnences which mialead men. Add the enormona 
importance of preventing the huge act of centralization, the 
fear of which I woold áun hope waa at the bottom of the 
ministerial change. One forther obserration I must make 
on a paaaage in the book ; and that ia, oa '* the inaolence 
of tone and manner with which ali accoants seem to agree 
that nativas are habitually treated." I must assure tlie 
author, on ali the grounds on which credibilily may be claimed, 
that six-and-thirty yeara ago, there was nothing of the kind. 
Nobody did anything with the natives "by the most im- 
perious language and conduct ; " and exactly in proportion to 
the elevation of the individual, was his exemplifícation of the 
fgict. Have not I seen Sir John Malcolm, in converse witii 
his Native oounsellors and agents, stooping down to one of 
them wh o sat beneath him on the âoor, and looking like 
Júpiter whispering in the ear of Tiresias ? A European dra- 
goon who had maltreated a native horse-keeper, would have 
been in the guardhouse in half-an-hour. There might be here 
and there such a thing as a druuken or reprobate oíficer who 
ill-used his servants ; just as in English barracks may by 
possibility such a one be found. But the thing would have 
been in the highest degree diacreditable, and no man could 
have atood its being laid to his cliarge. I think I once heard 
of a man, who was said to beat his servants to avoid paying 
their wages ; but the thing was as great a monstrosity aa it 
would have been in England. My concbiaion from ali this ia, 
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that the practice carne in with the colonists, whom the Com- 
pany always protested against, and who brought with them 
from. the West that homble term, which has lost índia, and 
cut off Great Britam from the h^*itage in other lands the 
Power which roles the worldhad otberwise intended for her. 

On Monday the House met with little apparent ol^'ect, 
but to adjoum till Friday the 12th of March. 

Friends to whose wishes I am bound to.attend, desire me 
to say why I voted for the first Eeading of the Conspiracy 
Bill. Your paper of the 27th Februaiy will have done some- 
tkúng towards an answer. It was because it seemed flEiir and 
proper that something should be done, to demonstrate a hatred 
of conspiracles to assassinato. There could be no reasonable 
doubt that both the English and Erench governments were 
anxious for peace ; and the French government might be 
oonsidered as saying, *' We have fnrious people here who want 
a war, and you must do something if you can, to help us to keep 
them quiet." There was nothing to be done but either admit 
it to be laid on the table, or throw it out. This no doubt was 
what caused the majority of 200. But when the Members for 
Ashton and Birmingham produced their Amendment, there 
was a third course offered; and 81 Members took it, who had 
voted for the First EeadiDÇ. 

The same friends ask, how I eame to join in the Yote of 
Thanks to Lord Canning. It was because I take a different 
view of what Lord Canning did, and what he would have 
done if he could. My impression from what we have the 
opportunity of seeing, strengthened by having been to some 
extent behind the scenes in distant sovernments, is that Lord 
Canning and the Civil Members of tiie Government generally, 
wera moderate and well-meaning men, who would have kept 
Ihings straight if they had been able, and were overborne by 
men of a diferent stamp, actin^ from positions which it was 
very difficult successfuUy to resist. One argument we may 
be sure was dbined into them on ali sides, — ^the same that was 
urged on another Govemor, — " If you do not do this, you are 
no friend to Caesar." When a man could not do what he 
would, the nezt praise is that he did what he could. Is there 
no evidence in the fact, that the Goveruor-General is cai*ica- 
tured in " Punch," for evincing the feelings of a statesman 
and a Christian gentleman ? Lord Canning and the Civil 
Servants never originated the breach of military faith and 
honour with the Native soldier. They never prompted ordei^ 
ing a regiment to lav down its arms, and when it obeyed, 
aending 149 men to be murdered in cold blood by an equal 

L 
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namber of English soldiers drawn np opposite, leaving them 
writhing on the ground, to be dispatched, savs the aocoant'*', 
" by the sabres of the dragoons." This is what we bny our 
sons commissioiís in the Dragoons for ; — would not Calcraft 
take them with a lower premium ? Lord Oanning and the 
Civil Members of the Government were not the movera in 
this. It is very likely an Act was wormed out of them, which 
was made an instrmnent in these monstrosities sach as Pagan 
Bome, — ^the Beast of Prophecy, — was never guilty of. The 
Civil Govemors stand as men not perhaps the strongest of 
their kindy but still making an honourable resistance, where 
perhaps nobody oould have suoceeded. Bit by bit every 
barrier had been got out of the way, which went to provide 
a check on the passions of vulgar and infuriated men. The 
policy which carried the day, was not the policy of men but 
of monkeys. Burke said if the English were driven from 
índia, they would leave no monuments but what might have 
proceeded from the tiser and the orang-outan. Had he lived 
in this day, he would have pointed to less respectable classes 
of the SimiadcB. 

Our friends also wonder, how I could join in thanks to the 
Army. As a piece of private history I will tell them, that I 
rose in my place to say, that of course the thanks were not 
given to the authora of theatrocities. But the Speaker, not 
I suppose being on the look-out for such a thing, continued 
his recitative, and the chance was over. So that I can do 
nothing but pray like Ezra, that the thing may be remem- 
bered for me for good in the day of account. 

Yours, &c. 

3 March, 1868. 
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CoNSPiRACT BiLL. — India Bill. — Yan Amburgh Crazbd. 

XXXIX. 

The question at the present moment is, what is to be done 
with the Conspiracy Bill ; for it appears to be announced that 
the new Government intend bringing it forward again. 

It may be as well to give the answer fírst, and the reasons 
after. Aiid the answer, so far as we and friends are concemed, 
ought to be, to give it every kind of opposition in our power. 

When a majority of 200 voted for laying the Bill upon the 
table, it was testimony enough for reasonable people in ali 
climes and countries, that there was no inclination to with- 
hold any necessary security to foreigners. But the 200 had a 
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right to expect the subject should be rationally dealt with, 
by those who had taken it in hand. In the first place, they 
had a claim to be told, what was the actual state of British 
law. And this the lawyers could not tell, or at ali events 
could not agree upon. If corporais could not agree, when 
left's in front what'8 the pivot, — one half of them would be 
broken, to make room for men of better knowledge. There 
seemed on the whole however, no serious doubt, that to con- 
spire in England to murder a man in the Bue St. Honoré, 
was a crime punishable by English law ; and that what was 
so punishable, was equally so in ali. There was a surmise 
that the punishment was not more than fine and imprison- 
ment ; but it was plain to ali thinking minds, that if the 
punishment could be made certain, three weeks on the tread- 
mill from time to time, would be as effectual a bar to a 
conspiracy, as it would be to a fox-chase. The demand for 
severity of punishment in lieu of certainti/, was what wise men 
would not have made. So when the opportunity was ofiered 
by the Manchester Amendment, the majority made volte-face, 
declaring they had had enough of it, and would have no more. 
And so it ought to have remained. 

As it now appears, the new govemment are determined to 
have the contest over again, with ali its pleasing excitements 
on both sides the water. If anybody here is bent on promoting 
popular jealousy against anything that might be called con- 
cession to an ally, he shall have full scope and opportunity. 
And if any colonels on the other side, have a toast they have 
not given, or a speech they have not made, it shall be the 
special business of the English cabinet in coxmcil assembled, 
to see they are not disappointed. — However, what must be, 
must ; and though no man with habits of thought sufficient 
for the guidance of a coal-barge can fail to see what ali this 
is leading to, it must pass among other things which wilful 
man will do, and men like us must take the consequences. 

Nevertheíess, if there is any probability that by demon- 
strations of public feeling the course threatened might be 
averted, it would be right to try. At ali events it would be 
well that there should be no want of unauimity, among those 
who agree from one reason or other in dreading the conse- 
quences. 

The Bill for promoting the resistance in índia, is in some- 
thing of the same position. There were hopes that a new 
govemment would have seized the opportunity to throw 
overboard the " crowning madness ;" but appearances are the 
other way. Meantime, assumed folly must have a limit ; 
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David catmot Bcrabble on the doors for ever. Fraser^s 
Magazine is the first that confesses it bas eyes to see. " No 
reasonable man now doubts that dread of the cartiídge 'Was 
the immediately ezciting cause of disaffection in fíve out of ten 
of the sepoys who mutinied, the other five being led away by 
the force of example." Was anybody reasonable, who ever 
doubted it ? Every one of the men murdered and to be mur- 
dered, had the same personal interest in the stability of the 
Brítish power and goveniment, that the depositors in a 
Savings* Bank have in the permanence of that institution. 
Yet we had statesmen gaping in çretended idLocy, and won- 
dering how human ingenaity could discover a cause. We are 
in bad hands. We must get out of them when we can. I 
believe we must get into our own. 

When Van Amburgh produced his nativos of the desert 
obedient and tamed, — the lordly lion greeting him as a com- 
rade, and the sleek leopard balancing itself on ali fours on his 
shoulders like a gigantic and loving cat, — ^while the terror of 
Indian plains, to make him mirth performed its manual at 
command by jumping through a hoop, — ^it was clear he had 
performed a work requiring courage and skill. But not 
greater than was performed by each of the men whose efforts 
made a brave and faithful army out of the inhabitants of 
strange regions, which nothing could have undone but gross 
military treachery such as soldiers abhor when it is to be 
applied to themselves, and stinging personal insult and injury 
such as they are equally unapi to bear. 

Imagine now that Yan Amburgh had always known, that 
there was a certain scent, — suppose of grease, — which in the 
smallest quantity set a lion beside himself) and made a tiger 
non compôs msvUis, And fancy, if it is permitted to suppose 
humanity in such a state of drivelling, that with the infatu- 
ation which leads a child to experiment whether gunpowder 
will burn, he had been unable to prevent himself from greas- 
ing his wild beasts with pork fat or with beef, and that the con ■ 
sequence had been that, not he, the contemptible goose, but 
numbers of innocent people who had lived in confidence that 
keepers would not grease their tigei*s, had fallen victims to 
his insanity prepense, It was always so iu índia. Your mili- 
tary commanders or a sufficing quantity, never had the sense 
to know they must not grease their tigers. What was the use 
of tigers, if they might not grease them ? . They were dabbling 
in it, in ali time. They were not men of calibre enough, or 
sense enough, to know that tigers might be kept without 
greasing them. They could conceive no use of tigers but to 
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be greased. Wbether they got their commissions too easily, 
cr how it waa, tho curious in such matters might inquire. 
What is certain is, that thej were "stupid men and no 
soldiers." In 180G the massacre of Yellore was got up and 
ordained to be, bya commander-in-chief who could not conceive 
that soldiers migbt be useful, if they did not wear a piece of 
leatíier as distastefnl to them as to the English soldier to haye 
been asked to wear a piece of ekin torn from a gibbet, and 
making his hands, as he conceived it, smell of "human^* 
every time they carne in contact. Neither the commander 
nor anybody else had the sense to know that this was 
drivelling. But there was a massacre, and that covered ali 
sores. 

I remember in my nndergraduate days riding on the oul^ 
side of a coaoh, — íbr there were coaches in those days, and an 
iindergraduate would have been dishonoured who rode inr 
side, — and there was a man, whom from after knowledge I 
shoúld surmise to have been a petty officer or what ia called 
a Conductor, in índia. He was considerably gone in drink ; 
but in spite of this he displayed much acquaintance with 
eVenta in the East, and the constant burden with which he 
wound up his searching commentaries, with ali the solemnity 
of incipient intoxication, was " There's no sense like common 
sense !" The man's aphorism had truth in it. We are not 
govemed by common seose. Common sense does not rule ; 
but common foUy, aided by common propensities, ousts a littiç 
of it here and a little there, till foUy rules the roast. If it 
had not been for this, we should never have heard of a dis- 
turbance in índia, nor of the " crowning madness " to be 
applied to it as a plaster. 

An instance of the insane dishonesty with which things 
iiave been managed, has just been brought into daylight by 
Colonel Sykes. The English gained their influence in índia, 
through the policy of the good and able men who promised 
the Natives better govemment than they had met from their 
Native rulers ; and as the fírst step to thia, a perfect proteo- 
tion for their religion, of which the two great oranches were 
the Mohammedan and Brahmin. These were the honest meu ; 
but next come the men whose trade and business is to say 
they are not bound by honest men's engagementa See what 
has been done. Out of the rental — for in spite of the blunders 
of politicai economista it is a rental, and a rack-rental too — 
squeezed out of the Indian community, salaries of bishops 
j£l94,360 ; visitations, ^35,236 ; cathedral establishmenta, 
^76,990 ; chaplains, Ghurch of England, salaries, il,õ85,662 ; 
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and 80 on, making in twenty years ;£2,453,882. Thís is what 
they pay to " Ma8ter's Caate." And still the cry is " more 
Bisnop." How much, ali this wliile, has been given to a 
Mufti ? I hear the sharp laugh which betrays the innocence 
of what is meant by honesty. Religion is good ; but when 
your religious man takes the wrong way, let ali men stand 
clear. If religious men dislike this, why cannot they keep 
clean hands ? If it is proved that out of ali this sack, one 
halfpenny-worth of bread has been given to the owners, 
bishopdom is up in arms. It is a Church-Bate in índia ; ali 
property belongs to the strongest battalions. Men have been 
a few thousand years leaminç a little on this head ; and in a 
few thousand years they will perhaps have learnt a little 
more. 

In the greatest work of the greatest of French living writers, 
the " Last days of a Condemned " are described with a terrible 
power, which like the Voltaic conductors, it is not easy either 
to ffo on with or let go. " A twelvemonth since, and I was free 
and happy. On this very day, we had a family festival ; at 
night we went to the spectacle, my sisters and my bien aimée 
were there ; and then we carne home and sat in the moonlight 
till it was time to part. And now, — to-morrow — ." 

It is just a year since in índia ali was going on happily as 
a marriage bell, save and except the men who had devoted 
the Native troops to massacre. There was a brave and 
attached army, living in fuU confídence in the honour of 
soldiers and the veracity of Englishmen^ as at this moment a 
Catholic or a Protestant regiment may be sleeping in the midst 
of those of another creed. Our children, our bien aimés, were 
being carried in their arms with a woman's tendemess, for 
the Êistem heart is softer towards children than the European. 
The Christian, the philosopher, and the statesman, looked 
with placid joy on the ânest specimen of successful amalga- 
mation of interests and rights, which had been vouchsafed to 
human kind. At this moment two lieutenant-colonels deter- 
mined to try the question of continuance. They attacked the 
Native soldier in his military honour, and in his personal 
integrity. If the Turkish govemment had enlisted its 
Christian subjects on promise of honourable treatment^ and 
had then sent an order for them to be circumcised en masse^ 
it would only have been the counterpart of what was done by 
Englishmen in índia. Say nothing about French coloneís 
and their interference in politics, — two lieutenant-colonels 
stood up and said ** Let índia cease to be English " and it 
ceased accordingly. Of course they walk exultiugly in the 
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thanks of Farliament. And then carne the blowings ôrom 
gansy the regiments marched ioto position convenient for being 
assassinated, the epauletted hangman with his assistant ele- 
phant, and ''our excellent deputy Adjutant-General " who 
*< recommended that the clothes of the sufferers should be set 
on fire to prove whether life waa extinct*." Will not foreign 
nations spue us out, the innocent and guilty alike ? And is 
not the CoDtinent of Europe at this moment thinking on the 
glorious man, who, Frenchman as he was and Catholic, replied 
to an order from his sovereign, '^Your Majestj has here 
faithful subjects, brave soldiers, but not one executioner." 
What was the massacre of St. Bartholomew*s to the cold- 
blooded massacre of an army, drawn up rank bj rank and âle 
by file, disarmed, and the sons of Christian peasants in 
!]&igland arrayed in equal numbers opposite, to be engines of 
their country's shame 1 What was the massacre oi Jafia, 
(where, though never bosusted of in a French newspaper, an 
enemy's garrison charged with breach of the law of war was 
underatood to have been put to death), to this faithless butchery 1 
And ali thia admired and hounded on, bv priest and people, 
nnder the influence of the most hideous lie, — the lie against 
what our ancestors called *Hhe jealousyof a man,'' — the lie 
against nature, the first time of its appearance in the world. 
Are any of the men who did these deeds to come back 
again ? if they are, it will be time for us to get our hounds 
in order. The scom for law, the lust for blood or for the 
hangman^s bloodless crafb, which they will bring with them, 
cannot be too early met. Ali hiatory teaches tnat horrible 
national crimes are followed by horrible punishments ; and 
nothing could be so horrible as these men let loose upon us. 
There is a lurking belief too in some quarters, that there 
exists a Power which considers vengeance as its own. Surely 
some people must have confounded God with Baal, and 
dreamed of having a long day through His being subject to 
the infirmities and engagements of the other. 

Yours, &c. 
10 Marchf 1858. 
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XL. 

The House of Commons reassembled on Friday 12 March. 
There was a larse attendance of Members, in expectation of 
hearing something interesting ; but the harvest was small. 
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The new goveniment follow tlàe policy, not imnatural m their 
position, of saying as little as they can. Any plans they ha^e, 
they think it will be soon enough to disdose idien the 
day comes. At the same time it does not appear to stiike 
anybody, that they have any deep-laid plans oeyond keepmg 
themselves in omce if they can. This is the state of the 
game ; and it is the bnsiness of ali the concei*ned to ms^e 
the best of it. 

And here I TTOuld point out one moye, as what friends 
should take into consideration. It is not now believed that 
the new goyemment mean to press the Gonspiracy BilL In 
this conclusion, there can be no doubt the strong symptoms 
of dislike in various parts of the counti^ had a share. Oovild 
not the same preparations which were made for expressing 
the unpopularity of the Gonspiracy Bill, be applied to do the 
same for the Oentralization Bill? Everything abont it por- 
tends donger. It was avowed last night, that the object was 
to do in índia what the French have done in Algéria, — lòrm 
an army to be applied to ulterior purposes. I mean it to be 
understood that Algéria was expressly named, and withont 
rebnke held forth in parliament as the model. And what is 
going on in parliament, is going on outside. In a public print 
now before me {Daily Newsy 11 August, 1857) I find a letter 
ÍTom índia urging the sending for " functionaries from. 
Bnssia, Áustria, or even our next neighbour Loois Napoleon, 
who I dare say would lend us a few civil and military gentle- 
men of Algerian experience ;'* and this for the purpose of 
enabling '* summary despotism to a great extent to take place 
of Chancery delays and old Bailey quibbles " (meaning the 
exercise of civil law) "in our administration of índia.** 
It is plain how the thing is going. And if it goes on, how 
long may it be before the Foreign Afiairs Committees are 
tortured first and hanged afterwards, by order of a drum-head 
court-martial 1 Did ever any nation get up an armed ma- 
chinery for the rehearsal and practice of despotism, and train 
a military force to be the executioners, without the thing re- 
coiling first or last upon the nation that permitted it f Our 
forefatbers had their jealousies of standing armies ; but 
nobody had ever said, Make us a standing army which shall 
breakfast on the murder of the wounded on the fíeld of battle, 
and rise in the moming saying whom shall we torture and 
hang afterwards, and which way shall we go to-day to hant 
for our victims 1 These were things reserved for our times, 
and things with which the face of no nation had up to this 
day been blackened. But there are men who have eyes and 



índia onee a pleasant phice» 153 

men who have none. There are some wfao if they are set 
roaring with the idea that they are to be beasts and not men, 
will auietly puU down ali that the wisdom of foreíia,therR hati 
storea of valuable and good, and do their best to make tbeir 
cottntrj first a slanghter-house and then a slave-yard. 

Perhaps it will be said, there is nobody disposed to make 
this use of the British Algiers. So people would have said in 
France ten years ago. Make the tool, and the hands will be 
found to guide it. Wise raen take care there shall not be the 
tool ; and so hands are kept clean. 

^8,847,000 were voted away ** like fdn," as the inen in índia 
say when they morder a Natiye. Of course this is what must 
be ; we were bom to it, as the Natives were. It is no use 
saying, a great part of it was to buy dishonour. How can we 
help it, when others like it ? 

X es, índia was a pleasant place, before the gun and halter 
men got the npper hand, and tumed it into a scene to which 
fallen nature has produced no parallel. It was worth going 
to the East, if only to bring away a lively feeling of the truth 
and beanty in the patriarchal records. But now, — Abraham 
wonld be blown from a gun, and Moses and Aaron soourged 
before hanging on a tree, with their mouths well stuffed with 
the flesh of swine, as gloated over by christened readers of the 
English newspapers. A man who weDt to the East was not 
to 1^ lamented by his family as one without hope. If he was 
of the higher ranks, his temptations were not greater but 
less, than on the average at home. There was a tone of de- 
cency and propriety aboat the society in which he lived, — he 
had more excitement to emulation and more examples. to 
encourage, — backed by the consciousuess of being a more 
important unit than in the world he left. Or if he were of low 
degree, he still had his advantages. To the private soldier, 
many opportunities for bettering himself were open. I could 
point to at least three men, who oeginning with being enlisted 
soldiers, and with no adrantages of interest or introduction, 
by the mere force of good and orderly conduct, lefb the coun- 
try either in the station of oommissioned officers, or with the 
posiiion of partner in a wealthy commercial house. AU 
this is poisoned now. The hellish scheme of massacring the 
Native Army with a view to reduce the Indian-bom to 
Viipnian slavery through a force formed out of the dregs 
of Indian society, has been carried out, and in due time, by 
the just judgment of heaven, will produce its effects here. 
Oonfidence can never be restored. Fancy the position of an 
Englishman in índia» as ably foreseen by the son of our great 
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law-lord. Tour servant is to stand behind your chair with 
reoollections, that here his two brothers were blown limb 
from limb bj the orders of a mock court, everj member of 
which ought to hold up his hand for murder ;— their arma 
were found in that comer and their feet in that other, and 
gathered by the women of their familj for burlai, with ali the 
little children of the household brought secretly to swear 
hatred to the beasts in human form who did this and still 
expect to sit down with Christians and gentlemen. Another 
is to say, here my chieftain, whose ancestors had ruled mine 
for fifty generations, had his mouth crammed with pork by 
these Christians, who had leamed from their sacred books 
that this was the pet cruelty of heathen persecutors ; and 
then afber being put to the torture by stripes, was hanged 
upon a tree*. And the man who is expected to tend you in 
sickness is to say, here my relative was forced by torture to 
do what the torturer thought he believed would damn his 
soul, and the man who did this and boasted of it under his 
own hand, is to have a monument, we hear, by the side of his 
nation*8 poet. It is a shocking thin^ to be a conquered 
people, but immeasurably more so when the conqueror is 
without honour, without religion, without faith, a specimen 
of what man can be made when he puts off his human nature 
and glories in beiDg fiend. One other shocking thing there 
is, and that is to be obliged to acknowledge as countrymen 
the men who did these things, and minister out of our sub- 
stance to the accomplishment of their deeds. 

See how this mischief began and grew ; and mark the 
truth that the way of the unrighteous is hard. An official in 
China, who went out with the confídence of ali good men that 
he would promote honest commerce and keep his hands firee 
from blood, — this official under the temptation of promoting 
a detestable traffic in opium, ordered a massacre of harmless 
Ohinese, on a pretext which he himself admitted to be false. 
A British House of Commons declared the act feloDious ; but 
a British minister, under cover of one of the shameful parts 
of the constitution, referred the question to popular assemblies 
operated on by every imaginable delusion, and so prevented 
the verdict from being carried out. Then was got up the 
popular cry for blood. " Give, give," was the voice of the 
many-headed horse-leech. In this condition of the public 
mind, the plot against the Indian army was put in act. In 
any other state of things, the cause of the conflagration would 
have been inquired into, and half-a-dozen sensilSe men might 
have applied an extinguisher. But a judicial madness was 
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on ali. The cry of our statesmen was for no inquiry, mean- 
while bleed freely, or what is better, blow from guns. And 
thus the Chinese murder was avenged. Posterity will search 
the columns of the newspapers for evidence, that their fore- 
fathers with ali their boasted Christianity were little better 
tban savages, with here and there a touch of the cannibal. 

The debate on Monday threw little light on anything, 
except that the diplomatic dispute with France may be con- 
sidered settled for the present. The leader of the ministerial 
side made boast of his being at liberty to handle the question 
of parliamentary representation^ eitherforwards or backwards 
as he pleased. This comes of the unadvised word " finality." 
Who ever saw " finality 1 " Did you, or do you know any- 
body that did 1 Things will never go right, till men arrive 
at the knowledge that there can be no more finality in politicS; 
than in science, in art, in manufactures. 

Notwithstanding ali this, there is a firm faith abroad, that 
the ministerialists will know better than to attempt anything 
decidedly retrograde. Meantime the business of the popular 
side must be, to make the most they can of the present cross 
wind. Better such, than the dead calm in which nothing 
moves. 

Tuesday. It is wonderful how amiable everybody is. Like 
Charles the Second when he landed at Dover from his exile, 
the ministers may ask why they did not come back a long 
time ago. There has been the dry rot on the other side. 
The ministry that, massacring Chinamen, lost índia, was uot 
sound at heart, nor in anybody's heart. 

On Wednesday, more frittering-away of the Oaths Bill. 
The spirit of wisdom fell on a young Member with the not 
very usual name of Knatchbull-Hugessen. Nobody else had 
claim to notice. When the bigotry of religion and of colour 
is throwing away an empire, and wading through the mas- 
sacre of two hundred thousand of its enlisted soldiers to the 
accomplishment of its designs, is not a likely time for the 
remo vai of any man's oppression, or the preservation of any 
man's liberties. 

YouiTB, &c. 

17 March, 1858. 
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lx880k to bupes and aocohplicbs. — forobrt for ths 
Enolish Market. — Ok Prouotion from thb Bakk& 

XLI. 

On Thursday 18 March. was a debate in wbich the national 
sense and honour gave siga of rallying agaiost the foUy and 
wickedness in wbich they have been ao long overwhelmed. 
The occasion was on a motion hy Mr. Bich, the member for 
Richmond, for Information bearing on the brutalities enacted 
by the British army in índia, wbich in truth have blackened 
the faoe of tbe professional soldíer ali the world o ver, and 
must end in the exclusion of the guilty from tbe comradeship 
of decent men of ali nations. 

The member for Bichmond conducted his movement with 
extraordinary energy and tact ; it was not known there 
was sucb a man in England. During tbe major part of 
his speech, the ministerial benches presented an imusual 
spectacle. Tbe leaders of the minlsterialists were taken 
with a desire for profound study, and in attitudes of luxu- 
riotts literary abstraction, over inviting fólios, presented the 
appearance of being engaged in other worlds, far from 
the cares wbich distract the gross inhabitants of this, and 
farthest of ali from vouchsafíng any crumb of their attention 
to what was going on before the House. This is a new minis- 
terial exhibition. For many years I have had the opportunity 
to judge, and never witnessed anything like it. It was my 
astonishment tbe Speaker did not interfere, on the principie 
wbich makes tbe President of a Court-Martial notice the 
appearance of a newspaper. I believe tbe Speaker does the 
same with newspapers ; and why fólios should nave a privilege, 
is not easy to say. Of course ministers have a right to oe 
reading men ; but it would be well they should not select the 
time when tbe House of Commohs is discussing niatters con- 
nected with the honour and character of the country. 

The member for Bichmond was ably supported by the 
member for Newport, a younger son of the late Sir Fowell 
Buxtou. The old class of men are picking up beart, and 
comin^ into line. They have beaten before, and they will 
know how to do it again. Tbe other side were unwise enough 
to utter tbe taunt of **mawkisb sentimentalismo' Many thanks 
to them for putting it on the records of parliament ; it can 
be got hold of now, and it will be seen who wins, as in the 
days of old. The old days are coming back ; and exactly as 
in military afifairs, when a few men tum and make bead, it is 
surprising how others follow. From ali parts of the House 
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carne accessions. There was what maj be called a universal 
agreement, — nothing appearíog to the contrarj but assevera- 
tions for which nothing but rumour could be alleged, — that 
the charges of riolation and mutilátion which ingenuitj had 
invented for the delight of the popular mind at home, were, as 
ali wise men knew from the beginning, without foundation. 
The Chairman of the Court of East índia Directors (^. 
Mangles) said, 

" To prove how exaggerated were the statements with respect to 
the atrocities which were said to have been committed in India^ he 
znight mention that he bad been informed by Captain Lowe, who had 
acted as aide-de-camp to Sir H. Bamard, and who had been engaged 
throughout the whole of the siege of Delhi, that he had been unable 
to discorer that there was the slightest foundation for the charges 
-which bad been made against the Sepoys in that respect, notwith- 
standing tbat a strict investigation as to the truth of those charges 
had been made (hear, hear)." 

" Most hon. members, no doubt had read the able letters in The 
Times signed * Judez/ — written, it was generally understood, by Mr. 
6. Campbell. He stated that when at Delhi h^ dld not hear of any 
atrodties being committed tbere, but he was told there was no doubt 
that such had been committed at Cawnpore. When he got to Oawn- 
pore people said, * We*ve had nothing of the soít here, but there is no 
doubt that atrocities did take place at Delhi,' and so on at ali the 
places which public rumour had fixed on as the scenes of these ooour- 
rences." — Times, 19 March, 1858, 

But this is small, in comparison of what the Hon. Chairman 
proceeded to contribute towards the history of human wicked- 
ness whenever an author shall be found to undertake it. 

" Then, again, with regard to the inscriptions which were said to 
have been found written on the wall of the room where the women 
had been confíned at Oawnpore, he had been told by an officer who 
was present with the Eoglish army that on the first day when the 
troops entered Cawnpore there were no such inscriptions there, and 
that they had been written subsequently by some person who had a 
strange taste for exaggerating the real horrors of the spot." — Time», 
19 March, 1858. 

So it turns out, that this, which was so greedily licked up 
by the dupes and accomplices who surrounded us, was a 
forgery, with intent to urge on the private soldier to disgrace 
his doth and country. If " aU liars" are to have their part 
in a lake of most unpleasant composition, surely there will be 
a choice compartment for those who have had the genius to 
make this amalgam of forgery and murder, of false heart an 
bloody hand. There is al»D, if I mistake not, a 
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against whoever " loveth " as well as " maketh " a lie ; which 
it may be feared will endanger numbers of our well-to-do 
neighbours. Things of this kind do not come of themselves ; 
they come because men desired and loved the thing which 
they believed. Some of them thought it woold lead to the 
establishment of their religion, some to the putting down of 
coloured people, some to cotton, and some to the sale of 
horrors in newspapers and pictorial representations. It is 
astonishing how much more inviting a massacre or a murder 
of prisoners has been made by improvements of the last- 
mentioned kind. Our little bojs and girls can be made 
£imiliar with the process of blowing a heathen from a gun, 
and if possible the artists would brutalize the babe un^rn. 
Our forefathers had little or no pleasure of this kind. A 
massacre was a thing of which they had only a remote and 
unsatisfactory notion. It was for our times to conceive the 
idea of selling horrors, and making them that they might 
sell. 

Bemember too, that these things will not pass away. The 
columns of the Times will remain in the British Museum till 
perhaps the crack of doom. The rest of the evidence will do 
the same, and the country where we were bom must go down 
to etemity with the stamp of more than bestial folly, and 
unless things ai*e worse among fallen spirits than we are told 
of, more than fíendish wickedness. Liars, forgers, cut-throats, 
these are what we must keep company with in the next world, 
unless we can set up a claim in time, to having done some- 
thing towards *' coming out from among them." 

And now to a little business of our own. Go to our neigh- 
bours who have been so hot-headed in their abuse, and 
thought no words of scom too much for any who did not join 
them in loving to be cheated ; — tell them the tide is tumed, 
and they will be convicted as either the weakest dupes or the 
most willing accomplices, — a little of both will be the ordinary 
case, — who ever toiled to lower the standard of human kind. 
In what point have we failed of perfect establishment ; in 
what article have the blusterings raised against us been con- 
firmed ? Then tum to the omy class who, as a class, have 
shown the wisdom of thoughtful or the moderatiou of civilized 
men, and urge them to study well and thoroughly the oppor- 
tunities which may or must come out of these things before 
they are done with, for raising themselves from being the 
negrões of the constitution, and for taking their places as 
brethren and equals. 

On Friday entertaining accounts were given of some of the 
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resulta of the attempts at establishing a system of competition 
for commissions in the army. And this leads to a subject 
which does not appear to have been included in any of those 
praiseworthy efforts. In the actual state of society and that 
to which it is advancing, more provision must be made for 
promoting men who have entered the army as private soldiers. 
Not that there is an entire absence of snch provision now ; 
though I am afraid, from appearances, it is going backward 
rather than forward. For instance, in the cavalry, the Biding- 
master was almost invariably a man who had entered in the 
ranks, and the office was considered as the prize of the oldest 
and best conducted non-commissioned officer in that line of 
duty. And this, I understand, has been altered, by appointing 
a non-<;ommis8Íoned Hiding-master as fast as vacancies oe- 
curred, instead of his being, as formerly, a lieutenant in the 
regiment, with succession to the higher ranks on the same 
footing as others. The Adjutancy and the Hegimental Quarter- 
mastership were openings of the same kind ; and the latter 
has been cut down, as far as regards the right of succession to 
a captaincy, though the Quartermaster is still considered as 
holding the rank of lieutenant in the regiment, but not in- 
cluded in the list. The Adjutant in a regiment, is so exactly 
what the head manager is in a factory, that there is a necessity 
for bidding his price, and too happy to get him ; and there- 
fore he holds his own. 

The defect, I apprehend, is still more marked in the scientific 
corps. If Isaac Newton and Napoleon Bonaparte in their 
youth had entered into the foot or horse artillery, or into the 
sappers and miners, I do not suppose it would be in the art of 
man to make them second lieutenants of Artillery or Engi- 
neers. I remember at Buenos Ayres a troop-quartermaster 
of horse artillery of the name of Hay particularly dis- 
tinguished himself, and was an object of great interest on his 
retum to England. Something I believe was done for him 
in the way of giving him an appointment as a store-keeper ; 
but that was not the way the French made field-marshals. 

At the same time nothing is clearer, than that for such an 
advancement to take place, particularly in a scientific corps, 
the man must have the requisite knowledge, to be proved by 
rigid examination. But why should not the means be pro- 
vided for his obtaining that knowledge? If the Scotch 
shepherd lad who re-invented Euclid, had chanced to enlist 
in the artillery, why should not the means have been provided 
for his pui*suit of study ] Would it have been the 
of a good artillery-officer, or not ? 
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I would note here as an eutire mistake, the idea which bas 
been set on foot, that officers who have been raised írom the 
ranks soffer under any diaparagement or neglect. On the 
coatrarj, there is not an aristocratic colonel nor captain of a 
troop or company, if he have any sense aboat him, who is not 
oonscious of the yalue of such a man, and the intimate ac- 
quaintance he has with things of which themselves have bat 
a darkling knowledge. In three cases out of four, he is a sort 
of regimental favouinte ; a special foster^father to young 
officers who join, giving them good-natured hints on the 
mysteries of the manual and platoon, and encouraging them 
to go through their first guard-mounting with audacity 
and composure of spirlt. The colonel too knows fuU well the 
difference between a man cognizant of the little weaknesses 
and iníirmities of the private soldier and non^ommissioned 
oâicer, and a boy fresh from school to whom ali these are an 
unkno^n land. People in ali ranks find out the useful, and 
make use of it accordingly. A time will come, if it is not 
now, when the consideration of this subject will preás itaelf 
on the holders of office. 

On Monday was the contest on the Oaths Bill, A prelimi- 
nary division connected with a desire on the part of the 
Boman Catholics to make some alterations in their oath, was 
xjarried in the negative by more than 6 to 1 ; through no ill- 
will to the Eoman Catholics, who manifestly behaved very 
weU throughout, but from a belièf that it was damaging to 
the main object of the Bill. The discussion of the general 
question followed, led by the opponents of the Bill.ina spirit 
redolent of the middle ages. Their stodk of argument con- 
sisted of little but the old, — " We are a nation that never 
admitted Jews to parliament, therefore we cannot admit them 
now, because we should cease to be a nation that uever 
admitted Jews to parliament." Curious proofs were given, 
on both sides, how far we are from the time when inquiry is 
wrought out and nothing more to leam. AU professions 
have their besetting fallacles ; and that of tbe lawyers and 

Eublicists is, that they never can conceive of the difference 
etween law as it is and law as it ooght to be. Bentham is 
the only man who has distinctly seen the diíference. Jtístice,.is 
írom jtts, law ; SiuájtL» is íroiajtíêsum, the thing that is ordered. 
Therefore, say the lawy erSy justice is what is according to law. 
Which sturdy laymen are tempted utterly to deny ; because 
the law may be unjust. This shows that justice has several 
meauings. In the lawyer^s sense, it may mean what chances 
to be according to law ; and it is aiso used to mean a justice 
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of the peace. But it is no more confined to the first of tbese 
senses, lhas to the Becond ; and in tlie heart and understanding 
of mankind at large, it means neither a law nor a man, but 
what ought to be the law, for the man to execute. 

In the same way, " civil liberty " was defined to be " the 
liberty of doing everything which is not prohibited by the law 
of the land ;" and I am afraid an illustrious supporter of the 
good cause bas, in his youth petrhaps, lapsed into something 
like a defínition of this kind. Sift this. Is there, or was 
there ever a country, in which civil liberty waa beaten down ? 
If 80, by what instrument was this effected, but by the law of 
the lana ? How then can the law of the land be the measure 
of civil liberty ? 

The meaning of " right " lies under the same kind of cloud. 
Tn one of the inimitable military caricatures of Charlet in 
France, the corporal is represented as mystifying a gaping 
recruit who staiids by witli broom in hand ; ** You have a 
right to do your fatigue-duty and sweep the 'barrack-yard, 
and the Minister-of-War himself could not hinder you." 
This is a specimen of some men*s rights. The coloured man 
in Virgínia has a right to be flogged when his owner chooses, 
and in índia to be blown from a gun if he does not put pork 
into his mouth when his officer bids bim. 

The Conservative definition of "religious liberty'* will 
hardly satisfy anybody but an Inqnisitor. It waa, — "the fallest 
SJid feest power of exercising your religious opinions ac- 
cording to the rites and in the way most agreeable to your 
own conscience, provided that in observing these rites you 
do not interfere with the conscience of others, or endanger the 
public peace." With this the Inquisitor is quite content. 
He says that to exercise any rites but those of his own church, 
is very shocking to the conscience of others and particularly 
his own ; and he has a strong conviction that a mob would 
rise any day, either in Madrid, Toledo, Seville, or Lisbon, to 
put down any manner of Protestant, Presbyterian, Jew, Turk, 
or Heretic observances. Ergo, this is religious liberty. 

The solution of the whole, is that ali this is paltering, and 
that " right " in its higher sense means not what a man may 
happen to have, but what he ought to have. These things 
want the Mechanics* Institutes to take them in hand. 

The division was finally of 297 to 144 ; more than 2 to 1. 

On Tuesday leave was given to bring in a Bill to legalize 
Marriage with a deceased wife*8 sister, by a division of 106 to 
62. The subject will be a fit one for entertainment during 
the approaching Easter vacation. 



162 PropoBolfor enlisting 

On Wednesday a BQl to do awav with the exemption from 
valaation under the Act of 1854, of Deer Forests, Woodlands, 
Shootings, &c. in Scotland, was negatived without a dÍTision, 

Yours, &c, 

24 March, 1858. 
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XUI. 

On Thursday 25 March was a motion for doiug away with 
the office of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; which was negatived 
by a large majority, there not being much to choose between 
a Lord Lieutenant and a Secretary of State for Ireland, the 
Lord Lieutenant being something very much like the Secre- 
tary domiciled in Dublin. 

On the same day a Bill was brought m for disfranchising 
the Freemen of Galway, who it appears have been unlucky 
enough to be found out. The doctors in these cases wlll take 
any way, except the way that would strike at the connexion 
between the bribers and the bribed. 

On Friday, motion was made to bring in a Bill for trans- 
ferring the government of Índia to the Crown. The minister 
went through the details of his plans with inimitable gravity, 
in spite of the suppressed titters and sometimes unrepressed 
laughter of his audience. Indeed throughout, there was what 
the French call hilarité dana la Chambre, Such is the spirit 
in which men legislate, on one of the most important subjects 
that ever came before an assembly. Nobody stirred the 
question of whether it was not a " crowning madness " to 
bring in such a Bill at ali. Tf ever there was a case where 
weighty reasons called for the examination of whether a Bill 
should be brouffht in, it was here. The extent to which pro- 
ceedings in Paríiament are discussed by the Nativea of índia 
is understood to be large and increasing. In the other House 
there was much that was calculated to add to the geueral 
disposition to resistance in índia. What, for instance, could 
have a stronger tendency in this direction, than announcing 
to the Natives of índia, and Mohammedans in particular, that 
it is intended to enlist Kroomen on the Coast of Africa, the 
most out-and-out Fagans and heathens in Mohammedan eyes 
which imagination could suggest, for the visible object as it 
will appear to them, of obliging true believers to put hog's 
lard into their mouths 1 And truly the good sense of the 
plan is on a par with the morality. Somebody has been hoaxing 
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a noble Lord, or else making an attack upon the public purse. 
To anybody acqaainted with the Coast of Africa, the notion 
of hiring Kroomen to form a land corps and because they are 
marksmen, is the same kind of jest as proposing to raise a 
corps of sharp-shooters out of the watermen on the Thames, 
or a regiment of cuirassiers from the working shoemakers in 
Liondon on account of their known habits of the prcelium 
eqttestre, Unless great alterations in national manners have 
taken place, a ELrooman never hit a mark yet. They were 
the laughter of the African pnblic, for their non-militant 
qualities. They were a race entirely addicted to water-borne 
pursuits, including coming coast-wise for some hundred miles 
in a hollow tree two feet broad to seek employment. It was 
with great difficulty they would hire themselves for any 
labour that was not on the water ; though in some instances 
they would engage for a piece of gardening-work, or for 
domestic service. I remember drinking tea with an English 
lady, when the tea-kettle was brought in by a black Hercules, 
with nothing but a pocket-handkerchief for a fig-leaf. The 
general body never wore dothes, except as above ; but on one 
occasion a solemn deputation of Kroomen took place, when 
half-a-dozen of the head-men appeared in bed-gowns of what 
is called satin-stripe, to the great amusement of the Afro- 
English community. A Krooman appearing as witness at the 
quarter-sessions, after the book was put into his hand, was 
asked if he knew what would come to him if he told a lie ; to 
which he replied with solemnity, '^ Massa, me know me go to 
hell,*' which the court instantly decided to be a good religious 
consciousness. And then he put out a tongue of unexampled 
length, and licked the book carefuUy from bottom to top ; 
which broke up the gravity of the court, being followed by a 
burst of laughter, especially from the fem^e part of the 
audience, inevitably leading to the conclusion that they had 
drawn inferences with respect to the mode of salutation in 
Kroo Country. But the miportant point to our subject is 
this. By particular request a fíeld-day of Kroomen was had, 
for the purpose of testing their applicability to defence. 
They formed a loose line of three or four deep, squatting 
upon their hams, and then one at a time ran out to the front 
thirty or forty yards and fired his gun, like a prudent man 
carenilly tuming his head the other way, and then ran back 
again. I wish the noble lord joy of his light infantry. One 
danger however is absent. The Kroomen will not be carried 
off against their consent. The most daring slave-trader on 
the coast, dared not carry off a Elrooman. They were essential 

m2 
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to tbe traffic on the Coast^ as beÍDg employed in ali tlie sbips ; 
and they bad a sort of free-masoniy among them, by wbich 
if one Krooman was carríed 0% the whole of the Rroomen 
atruck till he was brougbt back again. It was said thát a 
alaver once carried one to the West Indiea, and was obliged 
to produce him again safe and sousd. 

To try this simi^j on the gronnd of worldly wisdom, snppoae 

that the Spanish Armada mui met with more success tban it 

did, and bad efifected a permanent lodgment on some part of 

tbe Englisb territory ; and that it had thence proceeded, by a 

mixture of force and appeal to partial interests, to induce 

considerable portions of the countiy to admit the supremacy 

of the Iberian strangers, and among other tbings to consent 

to tbe raising an army for their serFice, nnder ardent promises 

of respect for the religious opinions and prejudioes of the 

heretical Saxon. And imagine that a time carne when the 

foreigner said, " It was ali very well to make promises when 

we were weak and small, but promises made in weakneas are 

to be broken in strengtiL You always knew that we never 

meant to keep our promises longer than we were obliged to 

it ; tbe knowledge tnerefore was part and paroel of the original 

contract, and we have a dispensation irom the University of 

Salamanca to that effect. Our order now is, that your solcOers 

take the Host into their mouths.; it will be made up regimeiít- 

ally, and be as small as co&veniently may be. If tney dedine, 

we shaU blow them from guss, and the first literary men in 

Spain are prepared to record the grimaces of a Protestant 

under such an operatáon." Imagine that in this manner 

Iberian wisdom had begun a thorough war of savages, and 

out-heroded ali tbe simple Herods of Pagan or mediseval 

times ; and then by way of moderating the storm, tbe depost- 

taries of power in Spain had ventilated the two following 

plans. First, that the moment should be ehosen for changmg 

tbe form of viceregal govemment under whidi in some 

preceding periods considerable quièt had been enjoyed, and 

transferring it into immediate connexion with that Spanish 

royalty, of whicb none but terrific ideas could be entertained 

And secondiy, that grandees of the first dass prodaimed the 

design to govem England through legions levied on the 

Barbary coaat, joined to recruiting among such classes in 

England as should be found most cLsan swept of ali religion, 

ali respectability, and ali character. Omitting other conaide- 

rations, what would be tbe worldly wisdom of such plans! 

If anybody at peace with Spain should have been found 

sendiug âfty thousand stand of arms to tbe English rnsar- 
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gentB, tbe act would probably haye been pronounced to be 
against the comity of nations ; yet what wòuld the effect of 
xt have been, compared with the other ? And here it is we 
are. It is to be íeared tbere is no hope, nnless tfae country 
could be roused to compr^end the "crowning madness'' 
which is contemplated. Add to this, the treatment of the 
King of Delhi, which might be supposed to have been dictated 
by a desire to set Europe upon recoUections of an act, bearing 
comparatively small proportion to it in disgracefulness to a 
cÍYilized nation, occurring some forty and odd years ago. I fore- 
see too, that the 70th Begiment of Sepoys at Canton are goin^ 
to be massacred. The Times of yesterday through its specied 
oorrespondent, calls for their caste notions being "flogged out 
of the scoundrels, by the application of the drummers and 
boatswains' mates of the force.'' A number of them too, have 
been shot by the French. The nezt thing will be, that they 
will be drawn up conveniently for slaughter, and the men 
who refuse to abandon their faith given np to the boatswains* 
mates. And then the rest will resist, and the scene of Meerut 
be repeated. Fart of what is to be flogged out of these 
unfortnnate men is stated to be, that they lived for sixteen 
days on bran and water, from a religions scruple against 
cooking on the sea. It is clear enough, that it is to be con- 
version by the cat-o'-nine-tails ; which may come to you or me. 
next. What a horror, when a country 's character and honour 
are in such hands ! I fear there is nothing to be done but 
say, "Fill np the measure of your impolicy, and those who 
Hre will see how such statesmanship gets out of the scrape." 

Yours, &c. 
31 March, 1856. 

On Mílbriaqe wtfb a Decbasbd Wifb^s Sister. 

(an a&oumient.) 

XLIII. 

The unreafionableness of the law as it at present stands, is 
breaking out in so many ways, that it is not a service of 
much merit to put together the grounds of a demand for 
alteration. 

However the acknowledgment may be attempted to be 
evaded in the present day, no man seriousLy doubts that the 
main ground on which the prohibition of marríage with a 
deceased wife's sister has been and continues to be supported, 
iâ the suggestion or belief, that it is prohibited in the book of 
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Leviticns, and that the book of Leviticos is or ought to be 
part and parcel of British law. 

These then are two poiuts to be taken in hand, with as 
little as posfiible of offence to the holders of contrary opinions. 
But in which order shall they be taken ? For. whichever is 
taken first^ something like an air of absurdity will be thrown 
OYer the attempt to mend our position by applying to the 
other, for the benefít of those who have failed to be convinoed 
bj the first. The way therefore seems to be to avow, that it 
is intended to support two eqnal propositions, — first, that the 
prohibition is not in the booK of Leviticus, — secondly, that if 
it was, it would be no rule for British legislation. 

The 18th chapter of Leviticus oontaíns prohibitions of what 
would undeniably in the main be most inconvenient family 
connexions ; but without any mention of marriage, except in 
the place or places which havpen to concem the present argument. 
There is no statement tnat a man may not connect himself 
with his father*s wife, "to vex his father in his life time ;" if 
there had, it would have been conclusive evidence that he 
was at libertyto do it afterwards. But there is such an 
addition in the case of the wife*s sister, and the prohibition is 
limited to taking the second sister ** in the other*8 life time," 
a practice to which the polygamic habits of the Israelites then 
and long afterwards presented a temptation. 

In the same place is a prohibition relatlng to the parallel 
case of a brother's wife ; but it is only necessary to look a 
little onward (Deuteronomy chap. 25,) to find a special order 
that when the brother dies, the surviving brother (nothing 
said about his having previous wives or not) is to take the 
widow " to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband's 
brother unto her." In default of which the injured woman 
was to " spit in his face," with other indignities then and 
there in public inflicted, and the recreant*s name was to be 
handed down in Israel, with an epithet signifícant of his 
refusal to " perform the duty of an husband*s brother." It is 
true that in another place (Lev. xx. 21) connexion with a 
brother*s wife is declared "unclean," and "they shall be child- 
less." Did then Leviticus direct one thing and Deuteronomy 
another ; or was the direction in Leviticus aimed at abtiae of 
family confídence and the opportunities arising out of the 
habits of affinity ? It is for the theologians to choose. 

But supposing there were doubt, and there were some who 
held that this spitting in a man's face proved that maniages 
of affinitv were prohibited, come we to the argument, that the 
Levitical law is no rule for the British, and that legislation 
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is to be conducted on the principie of directinff what now, 
and not tbree thousand years ago, is for the good of the com- 
munity concemed. No man would dream in these days, of 
executing the enactments of the Levitical law, — of inflicting 
capital punishment for fomication, sabbath-breaking, ana 
profane swearing, which would require (as the Eev. Sidney 
Smith cruelly frightened the poor boy withal)a private gallows 
in every justice of the peace^s back room. If these portions 
then of the Levitical law are not to be executed, who is it 
that determines what parts shall be executed and what not ; 
for this man, and not Leviticus, is the real lawgiver ? This 
is enough to prove, that the Levitical law is by itself no more 
of the law of England, than the cânon, civil, orjus gentium. 
The EngUsh law takes out of any of these just what it likes, 
and anything it likes it goes against. 

Proceeding then to argue the case on the same ground as 
other laws, to wit the well-being of individuais and the com- 
munity, the facts which present themselves are these. In the 
course of nature a certain average number of the marriages 
contracted will be dissolved by death, leaving young children 
deprived of a mother*s care. An actuary would tell at once 
what the proportion is ; and whatever he says, let it be. 
Under these circumstances, as keenly afflictive as any that 
fali to the lot of hnman kind, there is but one woman in the 
world, disposed by previous habits to look upon the orphans 
without dislike, — one woman in the whole world the father can 
take to supply the place of a mother to his children, with a 
probability that they shall be received with kindness and not 
with disgust, — and this* one woman the mseacres that mie o ver 
UB eay they will hastardize hú future iasue if he takes. But they 
tell us a man ought not to look at his sister-in-law as his 
future wife, during the life-time of the other. No more ought 
he at any other woman ; by the same rule aU second mar- 
riages should be prohibited. The whole of it forms a memo- 
raUe instance, how easy it is to legislate for other people. 

An effort has been made to prevent change by putting 
forward women to object. It would be interesting to know 
what kind of women they are, who cry, " Save us from our 
sisters." It is not the feeling of women generally, nor natural 
to the female mind. At the time when the last alterations 
were made in the law, which legalized previous marriages as 
the machinery for gratifying malevolence in the future, a 
respected member of the House of Commons said to me, with 
tears in his eyes more than aged men are wont to shed, that he 
had married his wife's sister in pursuance of the last reque?^ 
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o( his dying wife, and had lived in fears and apprehenaions 
which he was only too glad to put an end to, by supporting 
the Blll before the Houae. 

Such have been the oonfieque&ces among the wealthier 
dasses ; bat among those who posaess less of the convenienoes 
of life, the resulte are still more painfuL A working man 
who leses his wife leaving many children, has scarody any 
resource but begging his wife^s sister to come and assist them 
in their desolation. The result in a ci'eat nnmber of casea^ is 
that worst disgrace to legislators, the necessity for setting 
their legialation at defiance. There is no magic about the 
word law ; men obey the law because there is an impreasion 
that it aims at the general good. But if there is an impresaion 
to the contrary, men soon learn to be a law unto themaelves, 
and not only on the unsoand point, but on others too. So 
dangerous is it to play tricks with the public veneration. 

It may not be without ito use, to examine into the foun- 
dation for those prohibitions upon marriage, in which ali 
dvilized nationa are agreed. And the foundation ia simply 
this, — the necessity for putting a strong bar against the irre- 
gularities which might ensue from young people of dififerent 
sexea' being brought up under circumstancea of great faml- 
liarity, or from the inâuence of senioi-s over unsuapectin^ 
youth. As the heavens are made by rule and measure, and 
there is given to man a reason ou these subjects corresponding, 
as far aa it goes, with the divine, ao any rule on moral ques- 
tions, proceeding &om divine authority, will to a certainty be 
found accordant with the reason vouchsafed to man, and not 
framed on caprice or an inexplicable will of the lawgiver. 
The variations under different circomstances, point to the 
principie. The father of the faithful was married to his own 
balf-sister ; and in the family of the man after Grod*a own 
heart, a proposal to like effect does not appear to have been 
considered as anything preposterous or improper. The author 
of the " Eèprit des Loix " explains it ali, by noting that in 
polygamic mmilies the rule has always obtamed. ^e wives 
nave separate establishments, as far off from each other as 
can be contrived ; and the children have about the same 
degree of intercourse with one another as cousins in Eui-ope. 
There is a notion among our country people in Yorkshire, that 
marriage between first cousins is lawful, but second cousins 
not. On which it has occurred, that second cousins might be 
a mistake íbr '^ cousins once removed ;" in whose case there 
really appears to be something like the same reason for pro- 
hibition as in the case of a brother^s or sister^s children. A 
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man ought not to be specnlating on marryisg the cfaild he 
plays with on his knee. They are of a different generation ; 
which makes one half of the reasons for such prohibitions at 
ali. The wife^s sister does not come under any head of this 
kind. There is no familiarity in infancy, and no inflaence of 
adult age OTer chUdhood ; the parties are of the same gene- 
ration, and not brought up together. Entirely contrary ia 
the position of the wife'B niece ; with whom there might 
aJiaost be snpposed to have been a malicions determination 
to embarrass the qnestion. She is of a younger genei-ation, 
and the proprieties which lay a man under restraint in respect 
of his wife's nieces, are every whit as palpable as in respect 
of his own. There is no rule of policy clearer, than not to 
embarrass a good case with a bad one. Who have married 
their wives' uieces ? Who loomt to marry their wives' nieces ? 
A man was foand to have married his grandmother, or at 
least his grandíather's girl-widow. If any body thinks the 
oase a hard one, he has a right to his opinions ; but it would 
be miraeulonsly ill policy to burthen the Wife's Sister's qnes- 
tion with it in parliament. 

In the Bill at present before the House of Commons, every- 
thing appears to have been done to reduce the qoestion to 
the smallest magnitude by cutting away ali that could be 
dispensed with. On a late occasion when the question of 
marriages was before the House, a very eminent lawyer was 
so unadvised as to say, there was no instance of a marriage 
and its consequeuces, which at òne period of law had been 
declared illegitimate, being declared legitimate at another. 
On which he was asked by a layman, how many times priests' 
marriages and their ofi&pring had been declared legitimate 
and illegitimate, in the period between Henry YIIL and 
James I. The precedent is worth looking into. 

On the whole there appears reason to believe that the 
question is making its way as others have done before it, and 
as beyond ali rational doubt others are destined to do after. 

Yours, &c. 

7 Aprily 1868. 



-OOt©ítX)- 



"Wakinq or THB East Índia Directors. — Stadb Dutibs. 

XLIV. 

The mosfc interesting occurrence in the week, is that the 
Directors of the East índia Company have sommoned reso^ 
lution to look into their case aa they ought to have d' 
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Booner, and tnm a feather in show of opposition, to what half 
the country in their secret souls think nas been justly called 
the ** crowning madness." 

The Directora have got more than halfway to the discovery, 
that it is because the old system worked well to the extent of 
effecting what they rightly say has only been accomplished 
twice in human history, in their own case and in the Bonoan 
empire,— that it is precisely because this old system worked 
comparatively well, and the abandonment of it in important 
points has led to the actoal horrora and national disgraces, — 
that it is precisely for this reason, and with no ezcuse offered 
as a bufier against the manifest absurdity, that the moment 
is chosen to say, remove the thing that has done well, and 
install in triumph the authora of the mischief. 

Nothing is dearer in this world, than that things do not 
always tum out according to the prospecte of the proiectors ; 
and, which is only the other side of the case, that things of 
importance often tum out with scarcely any visible prospects 
to begin with. When Eomulus and Eemus were under 
nurture of the wolf, there was very little foresight in man or 
beast, of what was to come out of that unpromising process. 
There was little more, when the ârst Charter was granted to 
a London company of merchante under Elizabeth ; but still 
the things came. The merchants, with true mercantile skill, 
did in the main wisely and well as the emergencies arose ; 
though they would have been as much puzzled to foretell 
what the emergencies would be, as a subject of King Latinus 
to tell when a Homan general should land in Britain. Like 
the Bomans, they went the way to do their work, and left to 
their successors in after centuries to undo it. They threw 
out broad senaible principies to suit the time ; and, with the 
help perhaps of some luck, they had the success which they 
deserved. They began by being traders, bagmen; but by-and- 
by the bagmen got stores worth somebody's taking, and 
thereupon began to look out for the means of defence. And 
in this they fouud no great difficulty in any quarter. The sen- 
sible portion of the Natives with whom they wished to trade, 
acknowledged it was fair enough and for the general advantage 
they should have defence ; and thereupon they set about 
hiring a force for the defence of themselves and factories 
against aU assailante. And this they found as easy, as in 
travelling through the Bheel countries now, and perhaps not 
many centuries ago in Scotland, to hire a guard who for 
pay will guard you against ali other robbera. Of oourse they 
aaid to their reemite, *' You shall be well treated. The last 
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thing ihat sliall be done to yoii, sball be to force pig^s fat 
into joiír moutbs if vou are Mobammedan, or cow's suet if 
Hindoo. We are traders, not crusaders. Serve us faithfdlly, 
and prevent unlicensed interference witb our goods and 
chattels, and you sball be as comfortable as we know how to 
make vou." 

And here perbaps tbere ougbt to bave been called togetber 
a conclave of bisbops, and tbe question solemnlj put, of ** Is 
it lawful to levy an army of men not Cbristians ? And if so, 
are compacts to be kept witb beretics, or wbat is worse, witb 
beatbens ?" Tbese points ougbt to bave been discusâed in 
time, and not left to posterity to settle by saying We are 
strong now and were weak wben we made tbe compact ; 
therefore we will blow you from guns if you do not open 
your moutbs for any manner of fat it may be our pleasure 
to direct. 

Tbings bowever for tbe time went on, and tbe Company, 
scarce knowing wby, waxed strong and migbty. Defenee 
implied attack, and attack produced retaliation, and retali- 
ation conquest. Tbe traders soon found tbemselves obliged 
to tum statesmen and generais, or if tbey did not do it in 
tbeir proper persons (tbougb tbey did that sometimes) to rear 
statesmen and generais by liberal encouragement to tbe pro- 
fessors of those arts. In tbis tbeir fortune was only second 
to tbat of tbeir only resemblance in buman bistory, tbe 
founders of tbe empire of Rome. And in tbis, like tbe 
Bomans, tbey went to work like reasonable men. Just as little 
notion as tbe Eomans bad of demanding from a Dacian legion 
an acquiescence in some abstract proposition from Cicero De 
Natura Deorurrif bad tbey of requiring tbe assent of a 
Mobammedan regiment of borse to tbe impropriety of dis- 
liking bog's lard. Not but tbat now and tben a blockbead of 
a general officer contrived to aet up a quarrel and a massacre, 
on questions of bair, or beard, or leatber, or form of turban 
or small-clotbes. But tbere was sense enougb in tbe mer- 
cbant princes of England to put ali tbese down in tbe long 
mn. It was not tia generations bad passed over tbe beads 
of tbe original Directors, tbat tbe borrible freak was thougbt 
of, to massacre tbe Native army as it stood, witb a view to 
replace it witb sometbing to be made avowedly out of tbe 
Bcum of tbe eartb, partly from Indian resources, and partly 
from any otber quarter wbere a barbarian was to be bad or 
stolen for money. Tbis was tbe grand Britisb idea, of tbe 
middle of tbe nineteentb century. Will not tbe tyrants and 
world-destroyers of antiquity get up a laugb in tbeir uneasy 
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quarter& wberever they may be» and say Is this what ah« ia 
oome to after ali 1 

It may be usefol to try to trace, how it was that th« 
Directors did not fiad out ali this before, and throw them- 
aelves earlier on the good sense of that portion of the country, 
which is neither drunk with blood, nor desirous of arriving at 
that stage of pleasing exdt^nent. The i^eaaons are probably, 
first, the difficulty of refusing to follow a multitude to do. 
evil ; especially when backed by the cry of " Thoa art not 
Ca&aar^s friend." Secondly, a not very clear insight into tho 
true state of the case ; for though some men from the im- 
partiality of their poaition, and the habitude of looking at 
events as they look upon the past and as poaterity will look 
upon the present, make up their minds more quickly than 
others, — this is not to be dÂmanded of the average of a Cor* 
poration. And lastly, an implication to some certain extent, 
m the temptations which have led so many persons who in 
private life have never picked a purse or cat a throat,to support 
or at least be siack in reaisting, the plague-spot in history on 
which our evil days have fallen. Thua religioua men delight 
to hope, that ali thia evil will have been done that good may 
come. There waa probably many a well-meaning man, who 
after the day of St. Bartholomew felt lively hopes, that now 
the triumph of the true church waa at hand, and though he 
wonld neither have loaded a arquebuae nor pointed a rapier 
in that conaummation, waa constrained in conacience to hold 
himself in readiness to thankfully accept the consequences. 
Thus in one of the worst moments of the British feloniea in 
China, a misaionary was in the rear (I have a notion he waa 
an American) parodying the splendid passage of the (^iefest 
of Apostles, which tells how *^ our light affliction, which ia 
but for a moment/* shall '' work for us a far more exoeeding 
and eternal weight of glory." Forgetting — ^the poor maa — 
that the Apostle spoke of one set of individuais, and he the 
misaionary apoke of two. The miaaionary waa houndÍDg on. 
the inatrumenta of Britiah diahonour to the alaughter of 
exiating Chinamen ; and the weight of glory waa at ali eventa 
to fali on aomebody elae. Nevertheleaa miatakea of thia kind 
are quite human. There would be a reduction of mankind 
to aomething like the limita of the ark, if it were demanded 
to cut us down to perfection on this point. 

And tben the commercial men. Look at them in the 
placea up aud down the country where they most do oon- 
gregate. Men who are hardly ever brought up for worae 
than amoking in a railway carriage, and among whom any- 
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tbing like liomidde on a small scale, was never heard of. 
Yet these men are sitting, as the newspaper they pay íoft will 
show, gloatÍDg over every tale of British treachery in índia, 
and lusting with the sharp greed of hungry vnltures for more 
slaughter. Thej are not bad men, as men go ; bnt they are 
not men to trast your sonl to, nor a country^s honour either 
if it oould be helped. They yield to their peculiar besetments. 
They have a notion of wiping up blood with cotton. They 
think that when the war has been carried out against the 
religion and reepectability of ali in índia but tnemselves, 
there will be pickings for the owners of plantations, and low 
wages. No man must be judged too severely ; Indian Direo- 
tors among the rest. They may have been led away to some 
extent like others ; and of that must take the consequences. 

But after ali, it is a great point, tbat they have found out 
that neither of the two Bilís is oonsistent with common 
sense and honour. Why should the chance be laboriously 
taken, of stirring np the embers of resistanoe, by annoimcing 
a change which can only be oonstrued into a design to tum 
whíps into scorpions? — ^And why — after ali the &ss about 
loyalty whicb is made when there is no occasion for it — ^is the 
Queen'8 name to be held forth in índia as that of executioner 
in ohief ; cannot those who did the mischief take the blame ? 
A reign too, that so far as bad servants were away, would 
liave been the purest, the faoliest, in hximan annals, — ^why is 
it to rnn the risk of having attached to it, in the notions of 
two hundred millions of people, the abhorrent epithet which 
belongs to one only in the muster-roll of queens ? Look at 
the men, pompous, mouthing, and mock-dignifíed, whose lip- 
service would pretend that anyliiing that touched a hair of 
the head of £ngland's sovereignty made life a burthen to 
them ; and see how they sit tongue-tied and chap-fallen, 
bowing before a sanguinary press and a duped multitude, and 
leaving to the honest peasant and the intelligent artizan to 
defend the star of England írom such abasement, if it is to be 
defended at ali. Perhaps some of this is going to mend. 
Let ali who have the sense, stand by to help. 

On Monday 12 April the House met according to adjoum- 
ment. There are symptoms of both the índia Bills being 
èhaJcy ; and opinion in the House runs high, that there will 
be no **crowning madness" this year. Second only in mis- 
chief to the "madness,*' will be the attempt without the 
deed. 

The Oaths Bill was read a third time and passed, without 
a word from any quarter. 



174 Stade DíUies. 

A motion to refer the Army and Navy Estimates to a 
Select Committee, was nesatived by 161 to 24. If nothing 
can be done to keep down the Estimates directly, what was to 
come out of moving to refer them to a Select CommitteeI 
Moyements of this kind serve only to parade weakness. 

On Tuesday motion was made for the appointment of a 
Committee on the Stade Duties, and ended by the government 
acceding. As this is a subject ezciting attention in yoor 
neighbourhood, it may be useful to set down the foUowing 
points. In disputes of this kind, the cleanliest way is to buy. 
What then is it likely the dnties in question would be sold 
for ] Would they be sold for the market value of the present 
annual tolls, deduction made of the expenses of coUection 1 
it is most likely they would be sold for half of it ; but put the 
other. If then, as may be supposed to be the case, the com- 
mercê of England in those quarters is increasing, this, as far 
as money is concerned, would be a good bargain for futurity. 
XJnder what clrcumstances then would a government, acting 
as a just steward for the public, be warranted in advancing 
the requisite amount, out of the taxes paid by the community 
at large ? If the trade on which these tolls pressed was a 
trade in Tokay wine, then the consumers of Tokay might be 
the people who in the long run would receive the main 
benefít ; and it would not be íbXt to tax ali the payers of the 
Income Tax for the beneíit of the drinkers of Tokay. But if 
the trade was in articles of universal consumption, then the 
benefít would be general, and it would be a good bargain for 
ali to pay. To represent the merchants and traders as the 
persons on whom the benefít would mainly fali, would be a 
mistake. They would have advantages, in escaping from 
annoyance, and in the increase of their trade. But the amount 
of the tolls would not remain in their pockets, but go to the 
consumers in the inevitable reduction of prices. If any por- 
tions of this are approved at Bradford or neighbourhood, I 
would recommend throwing them into the shape of Petitions 
to the House, 

Yours, &c. 

14 AprU, 1858. 
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Tenants* Compensation Bill. — Ballot, — The Budqet. — 
Galway Disfranchibement. — Church-Bates. 

XLV. 

On Wednesday 14 April the Tenants* Compensation 
(Ireland) Bill was moved to be read a Second Time. There 
appears to be intense interest in Ireland on the subject^ and 
the end will be that something will be done ; though it does 
not foUow that the thing is at present in a state in which 
the nail will drive. The question will require a statesman, 
when there is one to spare. 

It is easy to put forward blunt objections, and say the 
rights of a landlord over his property must not be interfered 
with. If there are evils resolting from the actual state of 
things, it is within the scope of a statesman to consider 
whether they are to any eztent remediable without producing 
greater harm. That the rights of property are not a taboó^d 
Bubject which man is forbidden to inquire into, was well 
illustrated by some of the Irish members, who quoted the 
American who said " Is not this a free country, and is not 
he mine .^" The Irish landlords are some of them disposed 
to say of their tenant, " Is not he mine /*" 

The case for the Bill appears to be this. Irish landlords 
are apt to see the tenant spending large sums upon improve- 
ments, and then on the occurrence of some dispute about 
voting or other matter, use their right to eject. It curiously 
enough came out, — and I had the pleasure of meutioning it 
on the same evening to a Meetiog of the Ballot Society at the 
Freemasons' Tavern, — that some of the landlords in Ireland 
claim a right to interfere with marriages in the tenant's family, 
and tum out the tenant if there is a marriage without his 
consent. Surely it is only one step more, to the droit du 
íiei^neur, 

The question therefore will at some time reduce itself, to 
whether there cannot be by legal arrangement some speci- 
fication of contract between landlord and tenant, whereby it 
shall be from time to time made known and determined, what 
are the tenant^s improvements, and what the landlord's ; 
the prize in view, being that the country may be improved. 
It does not appear impossible, that at some time the wisdom 
of man may do something in this direction. Ballot would do 
a good deal towards cutting down the evil ; but of course, 
that must be last. The debate on the Second Eeading was 
adjourned to 9 June. 

Having named the Ballot Society, I will mention another 
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p(»iit I tried to laj before them at the same Meeting. The 
opponentB of the Ballot have felt embarrassed by the «onstant 
reference to the Members of a Conrt Martial swearing to 
conoeal one aDother^s votes and their own. A parliamentary 
kader is understood to have proposed that the privilege of 
these officers shotild be gíven np, rather than the E^dlot 
allowed. Is not this as if we were outside passengers on a 
isoach, and begged piteously to be taken in ? Whereupim the 
insiders say, "No ; but if you please^ we will come ont." 
Query, what good would that do to ns. 

On Thursday, debate on a motion for causing ali ezpenses 
for the erection and maintenance of lighthouses, Floating 
Lights, Buoys, and Beacons, on the Coast of the United 
Kingdom, to be henceforth defrayed ont of the Pablic Bevenue. 
The motion was fínally withdrawn ; but the snbject is likely 
to appear again. On which I take the opportanity to note, 
that the question of the Lighthouses is not identical in kind 
with that of the Stade Duties ; and therefore if Lig'hthon8e8 
are beaten, it does not foUow that the Stade Duties shoúld be 
80 too. 

On Friday little of note was done but vote supplies. Tlie 
▼elocity with which twenty millions are vòted at a time, 
produees an effect on the spectator like th« machinery by which 
the Times newspaper throws its copies into the world. 

On Monday question was asked, whether the govemment 
would give directions to continue the war in China till the 
Ohinese paid the losses of the British merchants by the war. 
This is the story of the native horsemen in the East, who take 
a lamb from the shepherd and eat it, and then make a demand 
on him for " teeth money " to pay them for their i^onble. 
Would it not have been many degrees better to propose 
paying the opium-dealers the amount of their losses oiat of 
the Consolidated Fund 1 Fpr it is evident that te get the 
amount out of the Chinese by war, something like a million 
may be spent for every hundred thousand pounds. The 
government gave an evasive kind of answer ; amounting to 
saying they would take care to do what was right. By -which 
may be understood, that they will do as much that is wrong 
as they think expedient. 

After this, carne on whait is called the Budget. It preaents 
a curious parnllel, to what has been witnessed by everybody 
^fho has attended to the raovements of a spendthrift in dis- 
tfess. Payment of Exchequer Bills f(yr this year is to be put 
off, interest of course being paid upon the same ; and a sma 
understood to have been appropriated to olearing off old debts 
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imder the tátle of Sinking Fand, is to be laid handd on, with 
the same economical result. This is ezactly what John and 
Peter do when they have ontrun the constable ; but John 
and Peter are not men of consideration among their neigh" 
bonrs. The Inoome Tax, as everybody knows, is a straggle 
to settle whether the taxes shall be paid by men in general 
according to their means, or whether they shall fali un&irly 
on the industrions and poor. There was a good deal of play- 
ing fiist and loose on this question ; ending in a determination 
to keep it as it is, but eockering np the anti-tax-paying rich 
with tne notion that the tax was to be pnt an end to in 1860. 
One source of consolation put forward, was that there was no 
âpparent fidling^^íf in the ability of the commnnity to pay 
taxes. Which is mnch as if an annuitant at £100 a-year who 
had spent £l60f was comforted by reflection on the fact that 
his annulty had not been cut down to £50. When saving 
was aliuded to, answer was ready, that it was impossible to 
make savings coTer expenditure. And this lets out the tmth. 
The mischief is in the expenditnre on fireworks. If it is 
determined there shall be fireworks, it is impossible to nay 
for them by cheese-parings in the process. The fact is that 
two trades in England are to ^ ahead at the expense of the 
rest ^^he trade of nnjust or piratical war, incluaing soldier, 
aailor, ships, gnns, provisions, and munitions of warfu^, — and 
ihe trade of the news-venders who are to seU the history 
of their exploits. And into this gulf, — ^for nobody pretends 
it makes any retums, — ^the labour of the industrious classes 
is to be thrown. Which will so continne, till the industrious 
classes have the sense to think it should be mended. 

In ali directions the indications of shuffling off the evil day 
are amusingly manifest. We were comforted with the assur- 
ance that the country is in a progressive state, and therefore 
will be better able to pay its debts in 1860 tiian at present. 
As if the demands on a country did not grow as fast as its 
abilities to pay. Everybody knows what, in the case of an 
individual, comes of these resolutions to be very good two or 
three yeara hence. We were also complimented with the 
representatton, that the country was at profound peace. As 
if everybody did not know, that we were engaged in two wars 
of which no man can foretell the termination, besides the 
chances of what may come out of the position nearer home. 
On one hand we have the govemment saying, ** It is impos- 
sible to rednce expenditnre, because youare sending fleets and 
armies to China and índia," and on the other we hear, " You 
are at profound peace, therefore there is no need to pay just 
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iiow.** A& if piracy was not as expensive as honourable war, 
or filibastering fillêd a nation's pockets. There was an allasioii 
made to ''Sycee silver" in Monday nighfs debate, which 
woold have been better in the mouth of a hungry Norseman 
of old time. We are pirates, and the drudges of pirates. 

The Besolutions for the " crowning madness " are in print. 
They simply say, '^ Inasmuch as there always was a power to 
use a knife, let us seize the present moment to divide the 
carotid artery.** 

On Tuesday Mr. Cox moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
repeal the Septennial Act, and limit the duration of Parlia- 
ments to Three Years. Which was negatived by 254 to 57. 
The liou was never known to pare his own claws. K it is 
done, it must be by pressure from his masters. 

On the same evening, great perplexity on the Gralway 
Freemen Disfi'anchisement Committee. What was clear, was 
that dishonesty was intended, in inviting a set of men to 
accuse themselves on promise of indemnity, and then splitting 
hairs upon the terms. It waâ treating them as you treat 
your sepoys ; make a compact withvthem first, and blow them 
from guns when the question is of keeping it. 

On Wednesday, after long debates in which the object of 
the opponents of the Bill for the Abolition of Church Bates 
appeared to be to stave off coming to a trial of strength by a 
division, the motion to report progress (which means delay) 
was negatived by 346 to 104. A pretty good indication for 
the future. 

Yours^ &c. 

21 AprU, 1858. 



■^olQioo- 



The answeb of the ORACLE ON India. — Church-Bates.— 
East Índia Dirbctobs' I^tter. 

XLVI. 

On Thursday 22 April a motion for leave to bring in a Bill 
to abolish the Property Qualifícation for Members of Parlia- 
ment, was carried without a division. The same thing occurred 
some time ago, and was set aside by the promise of a Befomi 
BiU. 

A motion for bringing the diplomatic service more imme- 
diately under the supervision of parliament, was supported 
by 114 against 142. A good muster of independent men, 
seeing ali the three chiefs were on the other side. There were 
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a great many " paira ;" so that the smallness of the difference 
is signifícant. 

On Friday an important question was asked, on the conduct 
the goyemment had directed to be foUowed in índia in 
general, and in Oude in particular, under existing circmn- 
stances. The organ of the govemment, in two distinct 
responses of the oracle, replied with the mysterious phrase 
of "toleration." I vehementlv doubt whetner this was an 
answer, except in the oracular sense. The spirit of the 
question was, whether an attempt was to be made to slaughter 
a hundi*ed thousand men, who had been driven to resistance 
by point-blank attack on their religious principies, such as 
eyery man in this country in turn, would in his own case 
think it honour and glory to resist to the death. And the 
answer is, that thegovemmenthad recommended "toleration." 
What is " toleration" ? Is the word meant to deceive 1 Does 
it mean that a recommendation has been sent out, that the 
Mohammedan and Hindoo religions should be allowed to 
exist ? What bearing is that to have on the question pro- 

Sosed ? Time will show ; and in the meanwhUe let him be 
eoeived that chooses. * 

On Monday was the motion that the Indian Besolutions be 
taken into consideration on Friday. Artificial legs and arms 
were proposed, and their several merits discussed by the most 
scienâfic artists their inventors ; but nobody told us why we 
should not keep our old. It is a curious instance of the slow- 
ness with which externai things make their way into this 
assembly, that nobody once mooted or alluded to what is so 
strongly felt out of doors as to have taken the expression of 
" the crowninç madness." Nevertheless a feeling is slowly 
gathering ; which expressed itself on Monday by an Amend- 
ment moved by the member for Galway, to the effect that it 
was inexpedient to legislate at present. Objection was raised 
on the ground that notice ought to have been given. It is 
hard to say why members had not a riffht to vote on an 
Amendment, as much as to vote against the original motion. 
But the opposition availed to the extent of inducing the mover 
to withdraw his Amendment ; though a great amount of 
opiniou was drawn out during the discussion which took place 
on it, and the question is manifestly gaining strength and 
courage. As the Amendment must appear in the Votes and 
in the newspapers, there is probably not much difference 
between the thing as it stands and a minority ; except that 
the members of the minority would have been known to one 
another and to the public. 

K 2 
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In tiié eaHy paii of the debate the member fút the UiáTer- 
ntj of Oxford (Mr. Gladstone) made a speech Wkich looked 
Tery mnch as if ne waa ooming ont as fovrth man. And it irsa 
nía. e^tensive Opinion fn the Home) that if he faad puahed hh 
point, he might bave carried amajority With him aâd q«ai9ied 
the BeeolutioiíB. Instead of thie, he leít the Hòoae^ and as 
Johá Bnnyan wonld aay, *' we saw him no molre.^ 

Ob Tuesday Mr. Locke Ejng's notion for leave to brii^ ín 
a Bill to eztend the Frandiiise in Cotinties in Efigland ã»d 
Wales, and to improre liie representation of the Peoj^e in 
respect of sudi fVandúsè, was ^cpreed to "withont ia di^riBion. 

Mr. Fuller moyed that the fiovse shoald on Ute tnotro^ 
resolre itself into a Oommittee for obanging Chnrdi Bates 
into an annttal rent cbarge npon ali hereditaments iià rei^eét 
of which Chttrch Bates may nòw be lawfnlly aetoesâed. 

The gronnd stated for tíiis, wtis that Churoh Rates do not 
fidl npon the ^jeraj bnt npon the iamilords abd ownen bf 
propertj. As if noÀe of tkè kmdlordB and ownen yreSPe Xâs- 
senters. It is manifostlV the inistake of that benèvfii^aat 
deanser òf cbinma^ who p^oposed relieving the stiâering 
goose, by substitnting A couple of dncks for the opehitíòn of 
being dragged do"^. The motioh, after ta, good desl oí* itòèíhl 
debate, was negatived by 317 tò 64. 

On Wednesday long debate on the motion foOr (Seeond 
Beading of the Affrícidtaral Statisties BUI ; beikig a 1^ ifor 
eollectin^ and pnolishing the imknber of acres from yeair to 
year nnder cultivation. T%ie agHcaitntísfts dbjected) th«t it 
wonld do very little good, and that it %otakl be vet^ nnpo- 
polar among the teaant farmers, whom tkere \ea8 no use in 
displeasing ; though at the same time in this Uiey "Wen Àot 
nnanimoQS. Nevertheless liíey had oonsideraUe sbow of 
teason. I do not snppose it would be popular at Bmdfoi^d, 
that manufacturèrs should be obligedto ^hroniele the amoattt 
of tbeir prooeedi'Dgs, and every new mile of baildings they 
eonslmct they shonld be obliàed to make a note of, for the 
Information of their riyiEJs. Jul men like to have curtains to 
tiíeir own windows ; and some libe to look into the windo^ 
of their neighbonrs. On which the fairest mode of seUlettient 
perhaps ia^ that nobody dbonld be asked to take down his 
enrtains withont his consent. The 8eooiid Beâiding wtas 
negatived by 241 against 136. 

There has this day béen printed for the Honsè of Comtnons 
A Oopy " of a Letter firom tne Secret Gommittee of the Oottrt 
of Directors of the East índia Oompany to the Goventcfr- 
Greueral of índia in Council, dated the 24tih day of Maroh, 
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1858, rdative to the Folicy to be porsued towards the Nativea 
of PÍroviíices lately in a state of Hoatility ;" which is worthy 
of men wfao, if let alone, woold have govemed empírea. But, 
mmd, it is from the Court pf Directors, ai^d not from any 
ministry. It says what it has to say, and presents no oracular 
ebscurity. 

Yours, &ç. 
S8 April, 1858. 



Matkooth. — Índia Hesolutioiís. — ^Moldavian and 
Wallachian Principalitibs. 

XLTII. 

On Thursday 29 April was the annual attack upon May- 
nQOth. Which was defeate4 by a Tote of 210 against 155. 

There is a scheme apparently on foot for buying up M&y- 
nooth. It strikes me that the thing is better as it is. As it 
stands, it is a constant acknowledgment of the principie of 
religious equality, or at ali events of some approach to it. 
The object of buy^ng up, is that this acknowledgment may bo 
taken out of sight, and of coorse forgotten. 

When an Empire has just been thrown away through in- 
ability to comprehend the principie of equality for religionsi 
is not an inappropriate time for entering on the general quês-? 
tion. Ali history, which is experienoe, proves» that thei'e can 
be no peace in any country where diversities of religion exist, 
but either by the practical recpgnition of something like equal 
riflhts, or after lopg struggles the reductiop of one party or the 
other to something bordering dosely on slayery. The quea- 
tions of whether 9, Pissenter in Engl^nd shall be mulcted of 
hia chairs and tables to support another s^ct, and whether 
a Native soldier in índia shall be blown from a gun for not 
taking swine's flesh into contact with his mouth, nave a com- 
mon element, thoug)i there ia happily some diference in the 
peDalty exacted. 

If it ia asked what would be the beau idécU of religious 
•quaUty amoDg sects in England, it would clearly be thi^t 
there should be no public support to sects of any kind, but 
aJl be left to support their own infititutions their own way. 
But as in this world it ofteii l^ajppçns that the beau ideal 
cwnpt be obtained, we muat submit to the oonoes8io|i of taking 
the nej^t best. It happens that in Eqgland there is a power- 
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fui and wealthj religious establishment of one kind, which 
once on a time was the point on which the great game for 
national independence was played, and which still has a hold 
on the attachment of large masses of the community. Here 
then is a bar, and one which is likely to last our time. TJnder 
the circumstances, there can be no wonder that the Irish 
Oatholics say, '* Give ns something too. In England it may 
be nrged, that the people changed as weU as the chnrch. Bat 
it was not so here ; we stand as we were ; give us therefore a 
something, that our priests may leam to read their breviaries 
in comfort.** And in this truly, there appears nothing that 
is nnjudt. But it is gall and wormwood to those who desire 
to rule by the right of interpretiDg what is according to the 
law of God. The would-be theocracy cannot endure it ; and 
they would give us ali in our tums a twig of the same rod 
if they were able. Happily their power seems not on the 
advance. 

On Friday the debate on the Tndian-Besolutions. The East 
índia Company made a poor defence. It is difficult to account, 
on any system of parliamentary tactics, for the conduct of 
parties who come into the House not knowin^ whether they 
will divide, or in other words, whether they wiU defend them- 
selves or not. A division before going into Committee, only 
took place because a member who had no charge in the 
business, and who only acted tmder the dislike a man has to 
seeing himself bronght to be in some sort made to look foolish, 
called out No ; which was faintly repeated by some others on 
the second putting of the question, under the impression 
probably that it was coming irom the previous quarter. The 
result was a division with a minority consisting only of 59, 
but strong in names of mark, as will be seen upon inspection. 
When the debate afterwards arose on the Eesolutíons, a 
powerful speech was made by the member for Portsmonth, 
the same who on a former occasion was noted for unexpected 
eloquence; and followed by several able men. But when 
everybody ezpected a division, the hearts of the supporters of 
the Company failed them, and they let ali the ministerial 
requests go oy default. The minister expressed a particular 
desire that there might be no division ; as well knowing how 
triumpbantly it would go forth in Europe and in Ásia, that 
the ancient Company was put down without a division. He 
was also particularly anxious that the putting down the 
Company should be decided first, and the substitutions after- 
wards. In both which requests the representatives of the 
Company goodnaturedly humoured him. For what reason^ — 
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wliat apprehended barm, — the Company should not havé dared 
the perilfl of a division, which would very probably have been 
twice as strong as the preceding, it is not for man to tell. It 
waa altogether a strange/efo de se, It is very likely a higher 
power settled it, under the ancient and well-known process by 
which it conducts fated people to their end. 

Foints to be noted are, that there was little or no attempt 
made to push the question, of whatthe results might be in índia, 
of holding forth the Queen as executioner of the vengeances 
to which the Company was unequal ; and none at ali to ask 
whether it was for the Queen*s honour that such a substitntion 
should take place. Why cannot the people who made the 
dirty linen, wash it at home 1 I have lived among good and 
brave men now gone hence, who if it were permitted them to 
interfere in the afiairs of the world they have lefb, would be 
heard calling me by my plebeian name and saying, " We never 
told you you were ornamental, but we thought you good at need. 
Save the Crown which we have served, from the dísgrace like 
to fe.ll upon it by allowiDg this to pass without a word." You 
will ask me why I did not do it. Simply becanse the Honse 
of Commons is a place, as Talleyrand said of langaage, " for 
the ooncealment of ideas." 

In the course of the debate, extraordinary expressions 
escaped from the ministerial side. The opponents of the 
ministerial wishes were treated to the epithet of " mutineers." 
And some individual, so far as meanings can be gathered 
from words, was pointed to as " Nana Sahib ;" a proceeding 
undoubtedly not designed to be complimentary, though it 
may be quite true that sensible men consider Nana Sahib as 
an Anglo-Indian myth, of about the same consistence as the 
celebrated Cawnpore inscriptions. But a question arising is, 
Who, what, and where, is the power against which the House 
of Commons is to commit mutiny ? Can it be seen in the 
individuality of the flesh, or is it a Corporation to be com- 
prehended by the eye of the mind 1 There have been times, 
when such a demonstration from the ministerial side would 
have raised a storm it would not have been easy to resist. 
What a harvest of speculation there would be, if a Member 
of the French Chamber had been threatened as a mutineer ! 
From being tyrants to being slaves, the descent is perilous 
and slippery. You, I, everybody who agrees with us or with 
whom we agree, are " mutineers ;'* and if we are not blown 
from guns, it is only because the pear is not yet ripe, and 
waits, it may be, for the retum of the executionery army 
from índia. Short work may then be made of us ; and the 
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Boldier who writes to Oldham, ^ O ! mother ! aweet, aweei 
was thi8 reTenge'* when he inluiled the savour of hia roastmg 
enemies, may be tunied \ooè& Xo fty % Foreign Afikira Com* 
mittee browa^ and make broiled bonés of an Editor «nd hú 
joumeyiQeii. 

A cnaracterístic syinptom, is that the portion of the preás 
who trade on horrors, are as furioua as the silversmiuis of 
Ephesus. They cannot endure that there should be stop or 
stay, in their course towards inereased businesa. The object 
of their measureless contempt, is the idea that Philip inay 
have been druiJc ia February, and sober in May. Thej are 
right to a oertain extent in their commerciíd speimlation, bnt 
perhaps short^ghted. Another dass there is, who yiew the 
change with equal interest ; the class, to wit^ in Eorope, who 
yiew the struggle in índia with the same eyes as other 
struggles against wanton and stupid tyranny irom the begln* 
ning of the world, and see the chances of prolonged resistanoe 
and its possible results. 

On Monday light was thrown, bj the conversation of the 
House, on the cause of the lamb-like demise of the East 
índia Company on Friday ; and it is confirmed by the cir- 
cumstance, that some of the newspapers deny it. What is 
circulated is, that it had been detennined in the Oabinet that 
this day a Company must die, or there must be a dissolution 
of parHament. And so the thing has been settled, not by 
reference to common sense or uncommon, but to the standing 
of members with respect to their election bilis, and their 
greater or less desire to go through the process of meeting 
their constituents. 

Will not, at some time, the disoovery be made, of the folly 
of systematically giving a minister this card to play, and 
enabling him to inâuence the votes of a popular assembly by 
a power entirely unconnected with the merits of any queskion 
that raay be at issue ? If it were proposed that the minister 
should have the power of âning every Member who did not 
vote with him «ílOO, it would be resisted as the height of 
absurdity. And now he has the power of holding over the 
heads of Members a loss or saving which may amount to 
thousands instead of hundreds, in the event of their votíng 
aooording to their oonseiences on a public question ; and with 
many of them a further loss, which may be oompared to what 
would be the result if the President of a Court Martial had 
the power of depriving wrong-voting officers of their oom- 
missions. 

Ali this points to the eontinuity of Parliaments ; which 
'>me day or other will find an advocate. 
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On Monday oight the member for Birmingham (Bxight) 
made a speeoh in uie olden itjle, oa the aabject of Inooma 
Tax and the way in whioh it is endeavoured to throw ta:(ation 
on the laboriouB dasses. The leader of the miniaterialists 
foUowed ; and was like gruel after turtle*aoap. 

On Tueadaj a most intereating debate on the subjeot of the 
Moldavian and Walladiian FHncipalities, whioh will justly 
engage the att^tion of the Foreign Affairs Committees. The 
moUon was tbr an Addreaa to the Oown in favour of the 
nnion of the Frovinces ; brought {orwará bj the member for 
the Univemtj of Oxford, and maintained with great power. 
The Bight Honourable member is a surviving speoimen of 
the genus Statesman ; whidi like the Dodo which ia gone, 
and the Apteryx which is going, seems on the way to join 
the Megatheria of old world history. 

The motion was ably advooated by Seijeant Deasy, a new 
member from Ireland, But why do not tíie Irishmen throw 
themselves more freely into ali cases of popular remonstranoel 
Are they walting for 0'Connell to come to life 1 Lord John 
Bossell ânally joined, and the íriends of the motion had the 
best of the argumenta if not of the nnmbers. An old goYem-> 
ment and a new, against ôragments of secedera from both, 
were likely to haye their way. The motion was lost by 114 
against 292. 

On Wednesday the Bill for legalisáng Marriage with a de-r 
oeased Wife's Sister was read a Second Time by 174 asainat 
134, The oppofiition to it was very long and detailed, and 
eminently ealculated to damage its own side. In which view 
it is commended to the study of the coneemed. 

Yours, &c. 

6 Ma3^, 1858. 



Lord Canking'8 Oudb Proclamatiok. — ^Appoiiítmbwt of 
Barok Bothschild ok Committee. 

XLYIII. 

Ok Thursday 6 May, a new point was brought before the 
Hoose of Commons, in the shape of a question on the subject 
of Lord Canning's Proclamation directed to keeping up the 
reaistance in Oude. The oircumstances are complioated and 
remarkable. 

It is evident the Govemor^Gkneral was in no sort a positive 
agent in bringing on the reyolution in índia, or produoing 
the massacre of the Natiye Army. He appears in the 
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character of a reasonable and intelligent man, with others of 
the same kind in association as his Councillors, bat borne 
down, or as it were wom away, by the incessant activity of 
men of an inferior stamp, actuated by that hatred to ali of a 
different shade of colour, which is encouraged by physiologists 
under the title of the antipathy of races, and aiaed to a con- 
siderable extent by theological animosities and ambitions. 

The tactic of these dissentients, was to court opportunities 
of quarrelling with the Native Army, and at the same time 
remove and get out of the way the obstacles which might be 
opposed to the full action of any of the individual conspirators. 
Nothing but this, can account for a civilized govemment 
being found in a position, where it was at the option of any 
single officer of the rank of lieutenant-colonel, to apply the 
match to the heated materiais, and produce a necessary 
resistance by an act of unmitigated cruelty and injustice, 
such as would have sent the British Life Guards into opposi- 
tion if practised on them in the reign of James the Second ; 
against the advice, as stated by authority, of his own officers, 
bXí retreat or chance of avoidance being cut off by the previous 
removal of any appeal to abler heads or cooler judgments. 
If Lord Oanning was to blame for this, it was only to 
the extent of not bearing up against the torrent of men 
about him, acting with the keen instinct which makes wolf 
rush after wolf when mutton is in prospect. None of the 
powers which ought to have been the ruling, were to blame 
beyond this. But they were carried away by the âood of 
low men, of whose gifts and graces we have the measure, in 
those Communications the press delights to utter, and which 
have the air of being ali written by some single member of the 
swell mob, with whom neither you nor I would sit at meat. 

But Lord Canning has been doubly unfortunate ; and his 
mishap should be a warning and an encouragement to ali who 
may ever find themselves placed between the prosecution of 
the views of their own better nature, and giving way to men 
whom, as Job phrased it, they would not have set with the 
dogs of their flock. He did not resist with sufficient firmness 
ana decision, when those qualities might have saved índia ; 
he gave way weakly and without foresight, to the howlings 
of the English press for blood and violence, not surmising 
that after ali, there might be a higher power in England, 
with which he might be brought into coUision. 

Yet for this last infirmity, there was much excuse. The 
howl of the press, thou^h mainly got up by those anxious to 
sell horrors^ was aLso echoed by those anxious to buy them. 
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The slaughter of a soldier in the Nativo Army, was a thiog 
dear to British domestic life. Little boys and girls were 
treated to exciting pictures of Native soldiers blown from 
gnna, and were taugnt to say " Thns shall it be done to the 
naughty man, who does not put pork into his mouth when 
good people tell him." Sometimes the scene was varied with 
portraitures of British officers, in ali the priggery of sash and 
white pantaloon, sending peasant prisoners to execution after 
the manner of Kirk and Claverhouse, by a pretended conrt- 
martial, for which ali the concemed ought yet to hold up 
their hands. The luxury of murder was never known till 
now. Our ancestors had no distinction in their joys. They 
heard that a man was killed, and were glad it was over ; bnt 
they were never treated in the press, to the knowledge of 
how long the murdered man maintained his courage, and at 
what moment his nerves failed him and his jaw fell. These 
•were the things that instmcted the young idea to shoot in 
Christian families. The private soldier, taught to snuff the 
roast meat of his living enemies with a caunibars delight, 
was illnstriouB in the press, and mothers in England were 
called on to witness the prowess of their babes. AU such 
things were known in índia, and acted with redoubled force 
in producing the food they fed upon. No wonder the 
Govemor- General foUowed the lead. If the present govem- 
ment would have been inclined to disapprove, no premonitory 
cautions were to be expected from their predecessors, whose 
principie was, to let their officers do as much mischief as 
they cnose, and support them afterwards. 

What is to come out of this, remains to be seen. Unless 
the predecessors of the present govemment can show they 
have done something they never whispered of, the present 
govemment has more of statesmanship among them than the 
others had. 

The County Franchise Bill for Scotland was refased by the 
votes of 106 against 86. There were 70 pairs, ( Olóbe) with 
two Tellers on a side. These therefore snould be added to 
both sides in any attempt to estimate the proportions ; giving 
in the present instance 175 against 166, or about 9 to 8. 

Mr. Locke's Bill for doing away with the Property 
Qualification for Members of Parliament» was read a Second 
Time without opposition, and with the expressed approbation 
of the govemment. Things move. 

On Rriday the preposterons (which in Yorkshire is " wrong 
end foremost**) proceedings in Oommittee were continned) 
with the resiilt of settlmg, bo &r as it goes, what ia to 
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•aoceed the Eiuit ladla Oompaay, whiÀ it had beea pre- 
vioq«ly detenamed to aboUsh wiõiaat knowing what waa to 
Qom« after it. 

Qa Satmdaj among tbe parliamentaiy papers aant to 
members, appears a docament ibrowing atrange light ou the 
''crowning madness," whioh after ali maj poasibly yet be 
averted« It ia tbe replv of the Secret Oommittee oí tbe 
Coiirt of Directora of the £Mt índia Compaay, dated 19 
April 1858, to tbe Govemor^General of índia in Ooimeil on 
tbe aubject of bia Oude prooUanation. 

Jt tella bim tbat <' bia decree, pronouncing tbe diainheiòaon 
of a people, will throw difficultiea almoat inaunnoimtable in 
tbe way of the re-eatabliabment of peaoe." 

What ia to beoome of a natioii, when ita agents and opera- 
tive govemora ^^ throw difEicultiea almoat inaosmoontable in 
tbe way of the re-eatablialunent of peaoe" 1 

And the men wbo thua abow tbe only gbmmeríngB of 
common aenae which have appeared,are tbe men the ** erowning 
madnesa** ia to put down ; and tbe Houae of Commona aits 
diacusaing Cooncila of Eldera and Councila of Youngatera 
wbo are to be appointed in their plaoe. If the Directora bad 
tbe geniua, even at thia late boor, to throw tbemaelvea on the 
country, tbe thing by poaaibility might be retrieved. It will 
be aeen whether they have grace to know their day. Tbe 

govemnient ia not tbe govemment which lighted the match 
y tbe maaaacre of Canton, and tben proteated agalnat inqniry 
into tbe cause of tbe diatnrbanoea in índia aa uie laat thing 
wiae men would do. Tbe goyemment therefore might be 
counted on, for sometbing approacbing to good-will. 

It would be uaeleaa \o try to give utteranoe to tbis in 
parliament ; I am, and alwaya haye been, a man forbid. I 
therefore recommend it to the Foreign Afiidra Oommitteea, 
aa an inlet to popular intereat on the aubject, combined aa it 
will be witb other rlaing queatlona. It ia a vulgar error to 
auppoae tbat any man can aay anything in parliament be 
Ukea. If be baa not a party at bia back, be baa not a chance 
to be beard. I wiab the people would be a party. I tríed to 
put tbe Foreign Affaira Gommitteea upon the fSftct, tbat 
mutilated aud nearly deatroyed aa ia tbe right of petitioning, 
it ia atill in the power of any man or collection of men to 
make a apeech of one minute long in the Houae of Commona, 
through the médium of a Fetition. But they did not appear 



to be inclined to follow the auageatioi^. Tbeir 

aynounted to the produotion oi a aingle formula on tbe 

aubject of Oude, laying them open to the auggestion of ona 
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sisgle íLgency, aaid exeeediligl^ hofitile to genetíLÍ effect» Men 
in eamest ou a subj^ct^ dò not petition hy book. 

After the declaration of tiiô Directors that "diffiemltíett 
almost msurtaountable bftve been thrown in thé tmy of thè 
re-establiBhment of peaóe/' ah intei^sting objeôt í^ tbé 
miliiary and politioal «tudeât ob tbe popnlar sid«, will be to 
maik the "ways in whieb this aets, and the mode in whiòli l&è 
conseqnenced will aríee. It Vill be most im]portant againsit 
tlie time when the English peasantiy and land-oMmeM sball 
have to struggle against foreigners who begin hy making "v^t 
on the religion of the couni^^ and ei^d by oonfiscating the 
property in the soil. That saob a time will cotne, is a natural 
conâequ^ice of the tendehcy to retribution in the constita- 
tion of earthly things^ which the anoients attributed tò 
Nemesis or t^e avenging deity. In this direction, onè of 
the strongest features which has hitfaerto «oine to light^ id the 
importance of organiBatiòn and habits of disciplined ex^tiôb. 
The Natifes of índia a^e pe)*sonally aa brave as any of cràr 
forefathers who died at tne hands of CSatethottse ot Kitk. 
Small detaohments fight vigorously to the laât, oY shnt th^m- 
seWes up in houses andwhen oyermatched die by each other^ 
hands to escape the death with tortoi^e which wotdd bè thè 
coHseqHence of their falliog alivie into the Ohiistians* handâ. 
But they hare not the Bentiknent of military timion. They 
liave not the confídence in leaders which led onr rude foíre^ 
íathers to precipâtate themselves ih mass ti{)on their enemy 
at the bidding of a Cromwell or a Nassaú. On thêSe points 
they have be^i without the opportunity bí leaining ; but the 
result of the Proclamatton will be to give them what popular 
resistanees want, neeesntv and 'tivhe, '* JustuWi bdhtm quihus 
neoetmriumf" is the oM *clas8ieal rale ; ami the Grovemòr- 
General has been straining his intellects to reduce to j^^étice 
the memories of !Êton or o£ Westminster. Now these things 
happened for our ensamples ; and meantime let as íeel thankful 
there were men in England like the East índia Directors, to 
take off the disgrace of unresistihg acquiescence in what has 
been done. 

On Monáay notioe was given by Mr.Oardwell for Thursday, 
of a motion of disapprobation of the govemment for having 
condemned the conauct of the Govemor-G^eiierol ineonôscatlng 
the landed property of Oude. 

Onthe Amendments on the Oaths Bill, ''the House disagreed 
with the Lords in t^e said Amendments'* by 263 to 150. 

The motion that Baron Rothsdhild be a member of the 
CVMnmittee ''appomted to draw up Beasons to be assigned to 
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the Lords for disagreeing to the Amendments to wMch tiiis 
House hath disagreed," was carried by 251 to 196. The con- 
seqaences are interesting. If the House of Commons sticks 
to its purpose, Jewa may henceforth be elected à discrétton, 
and do ali the daties of members of Committees. If the dun 
horse may be taken for a wheeler, he wiU be taken for a 
leader too before long. Meaotime there must be a loose 
box got for him, where he may take his ease in his inn, with- 
out mingling with the privileged colours ezcept when fifst 
tum for work. 

On Wednesday, long discussion on the Eqnalization of 
Metropolitan Poor Bates, ending (a lame conclusion) in the 
Bill being withdrawn ; though with promise of appearing 
again, which it is to be hoped wiU be kept. The opposition 
mainly rested on the assertion, that taxes are ultimately paid 
by the rich, and therefore the poor man may be taxed at dis- 
cretion. The poor man must set a little more of what in the 
course of the debate was called '* cold philosophy ;" and then 
he wiU defend himself. 

The resignation of the President of the Board of Control 
has complicated the Indian question. Will he not stnke 
out for being at the top of the position 1 But the fanatical 
element has for the moment recovered the aacendant. Mr. 
Layard's return íromlndia, and a reportedmeeting at Sheffield, 
are against its keeping it. 

On Thursday in answer to questions, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said, that Lord Ellenborough sent in his resignation 
without communicating with his colleagues, and if they had 
known of it, they should have endeavoured to prevent it. 

This recovers the false step the govemment had made, in 
appearing to shrink from their position on the Oude Proclama- 
tion by sacrifícing Lord Ellenborough. 

Yours, &c. 

13 Ma^f, 1858. 



o»:o« — 

OuDB Proclamatioií. — Question arisinq, "Would it hate 

BEEN WISB FOR THE FrENCH GoVERNMENT TO HAVE CHECKED 

A French Marshal IN Spain ? — New Lettbr of thk 
Court of Directors, of 5 Max. 

XLIX. 

On Friday 14 May commenced the great debate on the 
ministerial rebuke of the Oude proclamation. The attack 
was able and tedious. The reply was in the hands of the new 
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Solicítor-General ; who has established a reputation by the 
performance. Strange interest attaches to the principies 
orought to light on various sides. In some, are the most 
point-blank avowals of the maxims which over and over in 
the course of this world have brought nations through a term 
of temporary prosperity to final shame. If a coUection were 
made of them, they would seem built on the assumption that 
the earth was made for conquest, and the whole duty of man 
coDsisted in seizing what he could, and keeping what he got. 
Ali that wisdom and policy thought they had stored of less 
barbarous and less boyish, would be found scattered to the 
winds, and replaced by aspirations afber the worst times of 
Boman tyranny and greed. Modem conquerors and tyrants 
were eqimlly laid nnder contribution for precedents ; and if I 
did not entirely mistake, I heard a grave parallel, between 
the conduct of a govemment which should rebuke the Oude 
Prodamation, and that of a French administrator who in the 
time of Napoíeon should have rebuked a French Marshal for 
cruelties exercised in putting down the Spanish patriots, 
after, as was carefully and systematically stated, the holder of 
the Spanish crown had been removed, and the contest was 
between a population and a foreign army. See what we have 
come to ; and judge where it will be carried if occasion should 
arise. What is to become of ali that has been prated of under 
the title of British liberties, when our statesmen amble in the 
paces of foreign tyranny, and set up for their models ali that 
wiser generations have been accustomed to resist ] 

We are to be Eome, — we are to be eives Romani, the buUies 
of the whole earth, till a stronger buUy is found to put us 
down. For this we are to barter the hopes which gooa men 
had been led to entertain, of progress comcident with justice 
and humanity, and an honourable lead in the arts and practices 
of civilized life. The brute element for the time is uppermost ; 
the four-legged part of the Centaur is running away with the 
human. In the case of Bome, there was one excuse ; which 
was, that there was to some extent, only a choice between 
being conquerors and conquered. As Clive said it was better 
to be a butcher than a cali, so Bome trampled on a thousand 
States, as perhaps the only visible means of preserving her 
own. But no such necessity lay on England. Great men had 
uttered the words National Law ; and the art of book- 
keeping, the invention it may be of Jews in Lombardy, had 
settled the balance between the expenses of modem wars, 
and what was to be got by them. There had been a patter 
too, about religion, which had strengthened the belief that 
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JQStioe was tbe glory of a natioa. Áll thiu has beefi pofftà 
away. A lieutenant-colouel of tii« Indian army baa been 
«nongh to applj the match to a jostlj incensed Native popa- 
lation, and we are driven back íbr tbe best part of a aoore of 
oenturieB in ali that is tbe true bo&otir úí a coontry. 

It ifl wonderfal bow men caa piar £a«t and loose with prin- 
cipies on wbidi tbeir own exiítenoe banga, when tbe temporarf 
temptation arises. For instanoe, wbat it a Memifidár f Having 
draTim pay and allowanoes for Orientai tongaes, I ongbt to 
be authority for saying) tbat Bêwin is ^ eaA^/^ and ãât íb 
<'bolder." Sometbing wonderfblly like "«landlord" if I am 
not mistaken. Agam, in T<d<yukdar I diaoem tbe eame root 
aJB ín tbe Arabic tenn (tbe Arabci are gc^^^» logicianâ) for 
* abAolate " in tbe scbolaàtic Benêe. Tbe Takukdar tbereíbre 
ÍB tiiat dangerons animal a '^freebolder." It ifi against *^ land'- 
k>rds " and ^ freebolder« " tbe war is carried on. Ima^e a 
loreign government directing, like Antioobns to tbe Jews, 
that EofflLsbmen shonld tairo aometbing into ^mr motttbs 
tbey held in extreme abborrenoe, and backing it hj d^elarins 
tbe aboUtion of landlords and fi^bolders ezcept six. Oòuld 
insanity go ííirtber ; or as tbe American «tatesman said of 
tbiTery, ** Is tbere any attribnte of Gbd or bone^ man, you 
ean expeot to go along witb yon T 

The tMng cannot go, it oogbt not to go, it will not go. It 
is contrary to tbe conditions on wbicb tbe people received 
tbeir liberiies, and tbe reigning &mily the Crown ; and wben 
tbe time comes for a drunken nation to call for aodft-water, 
tbe reaction will be terrible. Tbe maintenanoe of the exist- 
ing government is the only opening at present visible. If it 
iaUs, eee wbetíier tbere ia any foUy like tbe foUies that will 
hare been eommitted ; and aãc wbetber it is likely a nati<m 
tiiat 80 oonducts itsdf, sbould bold its place among conflictíng 
powers. Oount on yonr ângers bow many diffisrent policies 
tbere will bave been. Fint^ there waswbat repi^bates in 
índia and England denounoed nnder the title of tbe Clemency 
Policy ; SeoonoUyy comes tbe Onde R^ckmation ; Tkirdly, 
the còndenmation of it by tbe Oonrt of Birectors in tbe letter 
of 19 April ; Fwiiihly, snp|)oee the success of tbe attack on 
the government for sapporting tbat condemnation ; FifVdy, 
<bhe reversal of that decision which must to a certainty come 
in tíúree montbe ; for it is impossible tbe oountry sbould con- 
tinue longer under tbe dictation of tbe mntilation-mongers. 
Add to tbis, ali that may arise from otber qnarters. Do yon 
tbink tbe French colonels are not calculating witb the aoen- 
racy of a Statistical Society, tbe rate at which l<^glS«?b means 
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most mn out at the bàng-hole if this upsetting of the cask is 
persisted in"; and their " biethren of the sister service " view- 
ing with a seaman^s eye the veering and hanling by which 
parliament nightly expresses its soreness as to what would 
le to be done with a combined âeet in the Channel ? As a 
man cannot eat his cake and have his cake, so a man cannot 
enjoy his foUy and continue aa he was before. Yon will have 
youT share at Bradford if the time comes. If it does, do me 
the justice to think I shottld not have served you better, by 
taking up the cry of pot-houses, and chorussing the song of 
the insano. 

Ali sorts of chieaneries are advanced, to prove that an 
Oriental landlord is not or ought not to be a landlord, and 
the sooner he is dispossessed the better. In particular, it 
would be highly for the benefit of those under him ; — ^what 
better, than that the landlord class should be annihilated, 
when of course ali they had mu&t go to somebody ? Is 
there Bobody could preach on this text ? In the heat of the 
expectation of French invasion, when it was my fortune to be 
part and portion of the force that watched Boulogne, the idea 
was circulated, that one notion of Napoleon's was, to proclaim 
that eívery tenant farmer should thencefbrth be ^he owner of 
the land he held. I do not recollect that this found favour 
wiih the landlord class, or even that it was considered as 
likely to do much good to the inventor. The wise English 
will try it in Oude, and we shall see what comes of it. But 
Oriental landlords, it is said, only hold of the government by 
feudal tenure. Do not English landlords hold by feudal tenure, 
except as time has euabled them to strengthen their possession t 
Surely it is ill meddling with a shaky house. Fancy the 
Crown in England announdng that it resumed possession of 
ali the land except six estates ! 

Out of ali evil comes some good. It is impossible that good 
in some quarters should not arise, out of tne shaking of the 
dry bonés which is now taking place. As out of the irruption 
of the Northern tribes upon the Roman empire, arose a state 
of things in many points superior to what was there before, 
so out of the preâent swallowing up of old notions of right 
and honour will in the end result a more perfect structure 
whioh may compensate for temporary loss. The wave of 
barbarism will pass over, as allwaves do. Other Englishmen 
will arise, who will not be befooled by the lust of blood, and 
the desire to know whether onè man with a revolver can kill 
8ix who have none. Some of us wHl see the day, anr* some 

o 
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will not. The point of importance ia, that while we last, we 
put our shoulders to the wheel. 

A letter of the Court of Directora of the 6th of May adds 
▼olumes to the evidence, that they are to be abolished simplj 
because they are the men fit to govem índia. An individual 
of ducal rank is said to have complained that the flies flew 
down hia throat. Upon which aomebody adviaed him to shut 
his mouth. Ia not aa eaay a remedy within reach of thoae 
who puzzle themaelvea about a goveminent for índia ? which 
would be to leave it aa it waa. 

The debatea on Monday and Tueaday preaented little that 
waa new. On Tueaday the Houae adjoumed to Thursday. 

Youra, &c 

19 Àfay, 1858. 
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Abandonment of the Attack on the Ministrt. — An bnd 

OF GoYERNMENT BT the BjllTISH LiON.— DUTT OF TBB 

Popular Partt. 



On Thuraday 20 May may be aaid to have been the heiffht 
of the attack and defence, on the govemment*a condemnation 
of the Oude Prodamation. Of the attack there ia little to 
be commemorated aa going beyond the ordinary efforta of 
men deairoua to aee othera tumed out that they may tum in. 
The defence waa in able handa with the membera for Birming- 
ham and Carlisle ; and on the whole the attack on the govern- 
ment waa decidedly in a falling way. 

But on Friday occurred one of thoae eventa which have ao 
often determined the event of battle. An arrival from índia 
brought the Letter of the Chief Commiaaioner in Oude to the 
Govemor-Greneral, remonatrating against the Prodamation 
4tnd foretelling its effecta, in terma which neither you nor I 
could increaae in force if we applied our beat endeavours. 
And there was joined the ludicroua circumatance, that a 
paragraph making a lame diaplay of aomething that might 
be interpreted into conciliation, waa conaequently added to 
the Prodamation, with a requeat (recalling Mr. Guppy*8 
desire for everything to be " without prejudice,") that " every 
copy of the vemacular veraion of the Prodamation sent with 
the previous letter, ahould be carefully destroyed." 

This waa decisive. It waa plain that after thia there was 
no more to be done, but watch the way the opponents of the 
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goTemment would get off the field. And oddly enoiígh they 
did it. They carne forward under a blaze of affirmation, that 
the arrival from índia had established the fact, that the 
Govemor-General had indited a Proclamation pointedlv 
directed to the aUaying of perturbed spirits of landownera 
and freeholders in Oude, and there could be no doubt of its 
having the happiest effects. ^ A guerilla war for the ex- 
tirpation, root and branch, of this class of men, which will 
involve the loss of thousands of Europeans by battle, disease, 
and expoanre," — ^as were the expresaions of the sagacious and 
well-informed Chief Commissioner npon the spot, — were held 
to mean, " Send us an unmeaning paragraph for a new edition 
in the vernacolar, and mankind will be convinced you were a 
great pacifícator." Barely at nisi prius or at quarter sessions, 
has an advocate had so bad a case to back out of, with ao 
little chance of doing it with grace. 

And now for the effects of ali this on the current world. 
In índia the utmost will have been done the state of the 
facts admits, towards diminiahing the resulta of what is past 
recall. In England the consequences can scarcely be other 
than good. There is an end of govemment by the British 
Hon ; which meant by men's animal appetites, and the pro- 
pensities common to the beast of prey. " The reign of blood 
which on the earth began" at Canton, and afterwards swept 
contagiously through índia, is at ali events disavowed. 
Foreign agents who direct massacres on pretences they admit 
to be unfoundcd, will not hereafter have the prospect of 
impunity. The sunnised complicity with foreign potentates 
for making China another Oude and '^ looting*' Pekin, may 
be considered at an end. We stand as civilized men and 
politicians, and not as barbarians and pirates. The savage 
dogma of the refusers of concession to popular rights, that 
man, and woman too, exists ouly to bring into the world the 
means of carrying out acts of violence against the weak, is for 
the present in the dust, and long may it remain. The old 
causes of politicai division have to a great extent passed into 
oblivion, like those between the Guelphs and Ghibelines ; 
and '^ handsome is, that handsome does, is the concentration 
of popular wisdom to which the public is most inclined to 
trust. The present government have the power of prolonging 
their inâuence to an unlimited period. If they can make up 
their minds to a sagacious and economical compliance with 
the public appetite for progress, and not fali into the error of 
Napoleon who loat his seat because he never could force 
himself to consent to popular demands till the day after 

o 2 
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Mont St. Jean. Their ready agreemeat to the Properíy 
Qualiflcation Bill is an instalment in point. 

The govemmeot were probably right in oonsentíng to let 
their assailant retire with bag and baggage ; thongh the im- 
pro^emeut in their position consequent on the arrival &om 
índia might hare warranted their looking for more. It 
would have implied postponement ; and nothing would have 
been more likely than that the spirít which directed the 
forged inscriptions at Cawnpore, and sticks with fond reluo- 
tant amorous delay to stories of mutilations which disproTal 
is declared only to confirm, shonld hare organized a coming 
yeport of the wonderful effects of the confiscation in pacifying 
Onde, prepared it may be with no small power of genius 
and oommand of langnage. They were right therefore not 
to wait for their enemy*8 nezt move. 

My own judgment was, that if there had been a division) 
the govemment wonld have had a considerable majority. At 
leaat a tenth of the sitters on the Opposition side were mal- 
oontents. And supposing half of these to have voted with 
the govemment and half to have gone away, and the sitters 
on the two sides to have been at ôrst pretty equal as they 
appeared to be, — ^this would point to a majority for the 
govemment in the proportion of 7 to 6 ; which in a Honse 
of 600 to begin with, wonld have been a majority of 45. 

On many gronnds, advantages will be fonnd from the way 
the question has been decided. A serions danger was, that 
at no very distant time there would be a disposition in Europe 
to ran in upon England, on the score of being offensive to 
the general feelings of civilized nations. There has always 
been a strong belief, that the atrocities perpetrated in the 
partition of Poland had much to do with the irritation which 
led to the French Bevolution ; and there can be no doubt 
again, that the crimes with which that Bevolution was 
attended, were accessory to getting up the spirit of hostility 
with France which led to her depression. But what were 
the crimes of the French Bevolution, to the horrors com- 
mitted in índia ? Did a French army in La Vendée ever 
hang the wounded on the field of battle ? Did a French 
general ever pick a man of rank ont of his Yendean prisoners, 
afid force him by torture to do something the sufierer thought 
equivalent to incurring eternal damnation, as for instance to 
blaspheme his Kin^ and his God, and this for the reason 
avowed that it was known he thought so, and then send him 
to the gallows 1 Did any French oiBãcer in La Vendée ever 
perform the offiee of hangman with his own hands ? Was 
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it ever boasted that French sailors took a prisoner of rank 
and then forcing down his throat what he considered as 
equiyalent to excrement, put him to tbe torture as preliminaiy 
to deatb ? Did men ever vouch for such things under their 
own hands in the pnblic joamals of tlie day, and did auy of 
them receive the thanks of the Convention afberwards ? Waa 
it ever stated in the French Convention, that ten thousand 
Vendean prísoners had been put to death by hanging alone 1 
And above aU, did French citizens of every degree, gloat 
over such exploits, impress them on^their children by paintíng 
and engraving, and roll them nnder their tongnes as the 
savoury meat their souls loved ? Did the French soldier ever 
ezpress his delight in the smell of his enemy roasted alive ; 
or did the French community ever cherish the unmanly 
íorgery, of crimes against nature committed upon them by 
the enemy ? Tf these or any had been done, it would have 
told heavily in the day when the soale tnmed. And contb- 
nental nations are already looking ont for such a day. French 
joamals moot the question, whether the horrors committed 
in índia have not reached the point which anthorizes and 
demands the interference of foreign nations. Fngland has 
not been slow to preach on that text, wherever the crimes 
were not her own ; and there is no stopping the tongaes or 
hearts of men. If no joumals in France can speak withont 
the authority of the government, so much the worse ; and if 
the joumals that speak are not of the most influential kind, 
it only shows that the little ones are put forward as feelers. 

In such a position, it was a substantial good, that power 
should pass into the hands of men, who at ali events start 
with an aspect of opposition to the existing evils. It will be 
for those concemed, to improve the Providence. The success 
of the government in maintaining their places, was, as things 
stood, in great degree owing to the assistance of the indepen- 
dent popular party, — of men who are sick to death of seeing 
progresfl barred and redress denied. With good oondnet on 
ooth sides, good may cqme to alL Former opponents may 
meet, like men under a âag of truce,— each of them perhape 
saying ^ Not much this new ally he lov'd," but finoing on 
acquaintanoe, that no man is so bad as he looks, and that 
there is at the bottom of ali hearts a desire for the unÍT^sal 
good, if it can be cleared from old prejudioes and super- 
annuated enmities. 
On Fríday th« Honse atita rising adjoumed toFriday 28 May. 

Yours,^ 

26 May 185& 
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Attacks on thb Government. — Dbfinition of the word 
"Cabal." — Suez Canal. — Belease op Editor of "Car- 
lisle exahiner.* 

LI. 

On Fríday 28 May was an eztraordinarj passage of armd, 
ending in little. It began from the Opposition benches, and 
indicated a desire on the part of the member for London, 
to have the battle over ágain of the preceding Friday. The 
reply brought out, was more impassioned tban effective ; 
though as there was not much to reply to, it may be con- 
sidered to have been adequate to its object. The aggregate 
result was to show, that the govemment is strong, and if it 
likes may be stronger. Kobody took up the subject on either 
Bide ; so that it was simply a single combat between chieis. 

On Monday was a repetition of the folly of Friday. The 
attack on the governmeut was renewed, to very little purpose 
and with very little effect. Neither the attack nor the de- 
fence gave a high idea of the combatants. £at it seems hard 
that a man may not make a florid speech to his constltuents, 
without being called to account for it in the House of Com- 
mons. The expression principally £sistened on by the Oppo- 
sition, was that which spoke of the country as within '' not 
days bat hours'' of war ; and was met with point-blank deniaLs, 
as I understood them, that there was any danger of war at 
ali. Now I certainly have reooUections, that on the introdnc- 
tion of the Conspiracy Bill, the danger of war from irritated 
feeling in France, was among the reasons laid before the 
House, and assuredly did not proceed from the parties opposed 
to the Bill. 

I wonder the leader of the govemment did not give a better 
definition of " Cabal." The word had been used on his own 
side, and I have no doubt with accnracy and point. " Cabal,'* if 
I do not mistake, was a term invented for a union of politicai 
leaders, whose initials made the word. It therefore means a 
nnion of leaders of parties, and not of the rank and fíle ; and 
in the case to which it was now applied, I suspect it pointed 
to considerably less than five. 

The only hard hit in the ministei*'s reply, was in his last 
two words, " obsoleto oliffarchy." They undeniably struck at 
the weak place in his adversaries* harness, the point where 
there is most of variance between the leaders and their fol- 
io wers. It is clear he might hold his own if he woold go the 
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way. But it will be as Hone in hia ** Everyday Book " sang 
of the Pope : — 

" Now we*d let him tom a Protestant, so it'8 quite a shame he don*t. 
And it shows what a base man he is, when he might be one, and 
won't." 

On Tuesday a motion for uniting the Horse Guards and 
War Office under one responsible Minister, was carried by the 
very dose numbers of 106 against 104. 

On the same day a motion by Mr. Boebuck that the influ- 
ence of this country ought not to be used to induce the Sultan 
to withhold his assent to the making a Canal across the 
. Isthmus of Suez, was negatived by 290 against 62. There is 
a mysteiy about the subject, which the debate did not succeed 
in dissipating. Why is the English govemment to lean 
against the making a Canal if anybody likes to make it ? Is 
it for fear the subscribers should commit themselves to an 
imprudence ? If so, is not this the policy of the old Egyptians, 
by which the govemment undertook to direct the orthodoz 
forms on which every man, for fear of mistake, should lay out 
his capital ? Would not the same principie have prevented 
capital! sts from incurring the risk of making railways ? 

Is it because the govemment have Information from scien- 
tific men, that the thing is impossible and sure to end in 
disappointment 1 If so, how long is it since a scientifíc 
authority proved from the azioms of Euclid, that steam navi- 
^tion to America was not within the nature of things ? 
Capitalists know much better how to deal with these subjects 
than the speculative leamed. 

Another ground set up, was that a Canal would divide 
;^ypt from Turkey. To which somebody rightly answered, 
that mountains divide regions, but water joins them. Anvbody 
who knows the country, knows that a FeUah (plougnman) 
would cross the Canal twice a-day as he does the Nile, nold of 
his cow*s tail. 

Next carne the apprehension, that if a Canal were made for 
the beneât of Engliah commerce, somebody might be found to 
take it from us. Is not that the old argument we had to en- 
counter during the Anti-Com-Law agitotion, — " Do not have 
legs, for fear tney should be cut off" 

fiesides this, mention was made of difficulties which were to 
arise from the difference of levei in the two seas, and the rush 
which miffht or might not arise from such a cause. To which, 
if I had been engaged in the dispute, it would have occurred 
to me to reply by asking if nobody had ever heard of a lock. 
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Another «r^roment iiiiimated, was that the coast oi Egypt is 
eveiywhere so fortiíied, that a landing of troops is impoacâble. 
Thiugs must have greatly altered sinoe I saw it, if anything 
of this kind is the case. The beach where the French armj 
landed may have been Ibrtified so that nobodj shall land there 
again, and the same may have been dane with any other 
beaches notorious in history. Bot there is bardlj any ^^«^"1 
of experíence more certain, than that the attempt to make a 
whole coaat impregnable, is hedging out a cuckoa B^t snp- 
posing the impregnabilitj granted, what does it reserve itself 
into, but a fear of what might be done by the owners of tfes 
soil ? Which at ali events is a reason to be met ou its own 
merits. 

On the whole it bj no means follows that a man is to mak 
headlong into selling ali that he hatb, to make a Suez OanaL 
But it does follow, that the reasons arged ag^^inst it are foeble 
and suspicíous. 

One reason which might have oertainly been urged, is tiiat 
iinder the existing system of keeping an agent in every foreign 
country to make quarrels, the probability is there would be a 
quarrel as sure as there was a Canal. But this seems a thing 
within the possibility of mending ; and perhaps somebody at 
some time wili apply himself to mend it. 

After this came a useless resistance to the Third Beading 
of the Church Bates Bi 11 ; ending in a reasonable expectatioii 
that it will pass on Tuesday. 

On Wednesday came on the adjoumed question of Mr. 
Washington Wilks. The Home Secretary, — one of those men 
to whom an adversary might ti*ust his case with full powers 
to write down the terms which in the existing circumstances 
ought to be fíxed upon, — did ali that was compatible '«ith 
a knowledge of the jealousies and interests that beset the 
subject ; and the Examiner from Carlisle was discharged on 
payment of the fees. 

The Property Qualification Bill was carried into Committee 
by 222 votes against 109. Many eminent men on the govem- 
ment side, among others the Home Secretary and the Member 
for Dorsetshire, spoke and voted with the majority, It was 
admitted on ali sides that; there must be a Beform Bill next 
session ; though it is not clear there are not some who would 
re-form the wrong way. 

Toura^^. 

2 June, 1858. 
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PrOPBKTT QuALIFKJATIOir BiLL PASSED.— ChiNESK DeBATB. 
— AlfEKDMBNT AOAINBT ** ThB CrOWNTNO MaDNBSS." — 

Passing of CHtmCE BaUss Bill by ths Commons. 

LII. 

On Thursday 3 June the Bill to abolish the I^roperty 
Qualification for M^mbers of Parliament, was read a Third 
Time, and passed. 

On Friday the snbject of China was brought up by an íh- 
quiry to the goveiuBaentp It Í9 a sad thing for a great 
coHntry, fuU of complicated interests, many of them honest 
ones, to have taken to the filibustering lay. If the word ie 
from the vocabulary of th leves, to the conduct of thieves it k 
a|>propriate. It is known to the Uttle boys in the streetB, 
that the quarrel with China was cot up of malice aforethot^kt, 
on a pretext at the time avowed to be false, and that its re- 
sults were simple massacre and robbery, which if Justice had 
not veritably left the earth for good and ali, would be 
punished in the immediate authors by the extremest meaaures 
to which offended society is in the habit of resorting. Ou one 

Íoint there is a mystery, which time and aocident may solve, 
t is not known whether the shabby felony took place by the 
order of the then existing govemment, or was an invention of 
the owu puré brain of an agent interested in making fortunes 
by the opium trade. One or the other, there can be no 
i-easonable doubt it was ; and in any case the govemment of 
the day huggéd the nuisance to its bosom, and we are at this 
moment coutinuing to pay the bills. The plot is simple and 
clear. Engage the country in piratical wars for the benefít of 
those who profit by such things ; and make honest people pay 
for it. 

A point which was touched on with great effect by the 
member for Birmingham, was that the disgraceful English 
project is complicated by connexion with the equally disgrace- 
ful projects of other nations. England has a war founded on 
ivhat everybody knows to be a falsehood and a baseness. 
But this cannot be helped now, it is represented, becanse the 
£nglish are actingiu concert with allies, who have other views 
of equal unworthlness. It is thns we are made the hewers of 
-wood and drawers of water, to the dishonest classes not obly 
of this country but of others. The English thief cannot be 
sent to Newgate, without asking whether his foreign ally is 
ready to submit to the like. And thus dishonesty tríun^ihs, 
and lives at the expense of decent people. 

The present state is bad enough ; but there may be wonw 
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impending. There is hanging over us that possibility 
of retribution, to which ezperíence shows the constitution 
of the world, without trenching on tfaeological commina- 
tionB, has a most perilous tendencj. There is no instance of 
a nation allowing itself to be the bond-slave of piracy and 
injnstice towards others, which has not in the end been 
bronght to a sorrowful reckoning. The very confederates are 
likely enongh to be the instroments ; and there is a bitter 
passage in Apocaljptic seenerj, which, afber divesting it of 
the somewhat broad translation of the common version, points 
to the facih't7 with which the kings of the earth ^ hate the 
harlot'* they had been glad to commane with. In the doubtfnl 
events of ali human affairs, it is a great comfort to believe, 
that happen what may, honour and honesty have directed our 
efforts. It is a shocking thing to be haunted with the con- 
sciousness, that in our case misfortune will be punishment, 
and failure be viewed by God and mau as righteous degrada- 
tion. If we are to be the felons of the earth, why should not 
we wear the yellow jacket and the leg-irons when anybody is 
strong enough to put them on us 1 

On Mouday was proposed the Amendment of the member 
for the University of Oxford (Mr. Gladstone) for continuing 
the Court of Directors as a Council for administering the 

fovemment of índia, until the end of the next session of 
*arliament. It was valuable as a sign of life, indlcating some 
progress in a desire to resist what has out of doors been so 
justly called the " crowning madness.*' If the mover would 
throw himself frankly forward on the Indian question, it is 
not yet too late for useful action ; and he would be what it is 
the fashion to call " master of the position," to the extent 
that honourable ambition could desire. Useful things made 
their way to the duU knowledge of the House during the 
debate. The member for West Surrey (Mr. Drummond) read 
some damning evidences of the unearthly zeal with which 
men labour in índia to carry hatred and just resistance into 
every cottage, and the unheard-of extent to which a flood of 
ruffianism has carried everything before it in that land of 
England's dishonour. Fancy the fiends in Hades, masquerad- 
ing in brief holiday, and playing at ali that can be offensive 
to better natures, atid it will only be an image of the disgi*ace 
into which the British name is trampled by those I am afraid 
their parish registers, if they could be come at would declare 
to be our countrymen. It will be made impossible to preserve 
índia under such circumstances. It will be as' impossible as 
to preserve one of your factories, if drunken reproDates were 
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running abont in ali directions, applying matches to every- 
thÍDg that would bum, and throwing hob-nails into everythÍDff 
that would break. You might save the shell ; but what would 
anybody give you for the sayings 1 

On one point I think the member for West Surrey was 
-wrong. He appeared to attribute ali this mischief to ^ the 
old Indians." Now I can in some sort produce myself to give 
evidenoe, that it was not the old Indians but the new. There 
were undoubtedly the seeds of mischief among the old. But 
brutality was not rampant, as it is now. A mark which 
stamped a man as of an inferior class, was that he was com- 
plained of by his Native servants. To have been found assault- 
ing a Native, would have led to being brought before a civil 
court, with the same results as if an officer of Life Guards 
bad been discovered beating his footman. It never was in 
the contemplation of the old Indian, to offer insult to the 
Natives or to their prejudices. A friendly feeling on this 
head, was the criterion of a man in good society. Depend 
npon it, brutality in índia is a novel importation. 

There is no use in appealiug to such people ; they would 
not understand you. When they cry out for a law to enact 
the servile prostration of every Indian-born to ruffians like 
themselves, it would be bootless to refer to Gressler's hat and 
thejoy with which ali manly hearts received the consequences. 
It would be heathen Greek to them. They never lived within 
the atmosphere of such knowledge. History is a sealed book 
to them. They know nothing but that certain things are 
gratifying to their fiendish passions ; in which they are one 
step below the beast that perishes. And by such as these it 
is decided, that Britain must lose índia, and see her name and 
Êime sunk into everlasting contempt. 

The truth is that nothing is so agreeable to the natural 
man, as to be released from the obligations of the Decalogue. 
It is only by the action of the better part of men upon the 
others in self-defence, that this spirit is ever tamed. And 
"when the base elements get uppermost as now, we see the 
consequences. Wai* has always a tendency to this result ; 
though something has been done insome nations to check 
the torrent. A little boy was in the campaign against the 
Wahabees, and he was told he must not kill a goat. To 
which he replied, " But I might, if it was a Wahabee goat 1" 
plainly implying that the infant intellect had discovei*ed that 
war was a dissolvent of moral laws. Older people of course 
carry it out with more eíTect. It is a delightful thing to 
think, that instead of ^* Thou shalt do no murder," you mav 



20-li Church-Ratet BUI passed in the Commoni. 

morder as many as you like, witli no limit but the bavrels of 
the American machine with thait intent invented. It is ã 
dainty pleasare to refleot, that there is no objeotion to aduker^, 
especially when accompanied with TÍotenoe, if it can be kept 
íirom the eyes of the provost-marshal ; and that, at tlie worst, 
the risk run is only of fift j stripes.* Stealing, of course, is tò 
be the breath of the nostriis ; and the merits c^ epaoletted 
officers are measured bj the energj thej show in brínging 
faonej to the common hive. A son of an eminent Jndge, if I 
am not mistaken, said, a man might as well pass bis fíitare 
life in the infernal regions, as in the country where such things 
had been done. It is plain there are some men, who calcnlate 
on being acclimatized. 

On l^esday came on the Third Reading of the Ckurch 
Bates BilL None of its opponents thoaght of appljing to 
that rule of an ancient lawgiyer, whioh said the way to decide 
was to ask what we should wish that others shonld do to ns. 

I should like to know what the Archbishop of Cauterbnry 
would say, if brought bafore an assembly of Puritana, as 
might well enough have happened in the days of our ancestors, 
to show canse why his daughter*s pianoforte shonld not be 
taken to pay for the repairs of brother John^s oonventiculwn. 
The Bill was finally passed, by 266 against 203. So tíiat it is 
gone, as the phrase is here, *' to another place/* 

In the evening sitting, after a debate which lasted till mid- 
night, Mr. Berkeley's motion to introdnce a Bill for the 
Ballot was negatired by 294 against 197. The argumente of 
the opponents presentrich picking for the Eeform Associations. 
The leading fallacy, was confounding the secrecy demanded 
for the man who chooses it, with the wish to prevent any 
man from blowing as many trumpets as he likes about his 
vote, The one thing needfnl, is that there shall be no know- 
ing a man's vote except by bis own act. Ferhaps the 
Associations for the Ballot, índuding the Ballot Society, have 
not been snfficiently distinct on this point ; but we must not 
allow ourselves to be saddled with so palpable a device of the 
enemy. It is plain that nothing is to be hoped from the old 
leaders on the Libeitd side. The thing must be carried as the 
abolition of the Com Laws was carried ; and on the minis- 
terial side of the Honse, in some place or other there sita the 
man, who like another Manrioe of Saxony, will at the proper 
time declare his conversion, and end the question. An 
examination of the nighfs debate may íòrm a good snbject 
for some season when matter is scarce. 

I took the liberty of proposing, what the time may eome 



County FrancAise. 205 

for taking into consideration, thot aa astep, permiasion should 
be given to introdaoe tke Ballot in anj coDstituency where 
four-fifths of the actual constituents petitiooLed for it. The 
adyersary will not lightlj veature upon tlds tiial. 

On Wednesday thi Second Reading of the Tenaats' Com- 
pensation (Xreland) Bill waa negatived by 200 agaioBt 65. 
Observations oq the questijon were ia mj letter to you of 21 
April 1858. 

Yours^ &c. 

9 June, 1858. 
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CgTTNTT FrANCHISB. — LlMItED LlABlLITY. — QoVERNltENT 
DeCLARATIONS. — CONTIITUATION Oí THE " CrOWNINO MaD- 
NESS." — CoirPESSIONAL AT St. BaRNABAS AKD ChURCH 

Rates. 

Lin. 

On Thursday 10 Jane the County Franchise Bill vas read 
a Second Time, afber carrying ihe Previous Question by 226 
against 168. In Commit^ee on Joint Stock Banking Com- 
panies Bill, a clause tending to interfere with the prineiple of 
Limited Liability was negatived by 126 against 40. I have 
always beliered that the preponderative argument against 
unlimited liability, was that it kept wise men from encounter- 
ing liability at aU. 

On Friday some highly hononrable declarations proceeded 
from the government, in reply to questiona on the subject of 
warlike preparations. Man'8 wisdom can nowhere be better 
employed. Much might be learned by looking at the parallel 
in the case of private individuais. Do neighbours in the same 
Street live in peaco by multiplying blunderbusses 1 Or rather, 
do they not live by a directly contrary policy ? Where artil* 
lery of this kind is wanted, it must be kept ; but do honest 
men want it ? Everybody knows they do not, and that it is 
by totally opposite qualities they live in quiet. Or to take 
a parallel of another kind, that of men who, as is the case 
with everybody, may have to defend themselves in courts 
of law. Who are they that are the safe ? Are they the men 
who have spent their patrimony on law, with the variation of 
laying out a quarter's rental when they found one lying on 
their hands, on gewgaws and hobby^horses, ob ugly towers 
and big bells that bnrst 1 Or are they the people who have 
the obaracter of being warm men if called upon, and the 
reputation of knowing, that the more a caan throws away in 
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the snnshine, the lesa he can afford in the storm ? It is Dot 
dear that the perverse reasoner which calls itself the puhlic, 
does not act upon directly opposite principies. For instance, 
there would be no difficulty in íioding philosophers, ^who ap- 
peai to the rash of recniits that has been directed to the East, 
as a proof of the country^s ability to face ever3rthing that may 
happen. Most men, in their schoolboy days or otherwise, 
have witnessed the unpleasant spectacle of slaaghtering a 
homed beast. Wlien they saw the crimson flood, tepidiígque 
cruorfumabat as the ancients have it, did it occur to them to 
say, " here is a beast that will live for ever" ? Yet not much 
better is the argument of those, who from present expenditnre 
of men and means, derive the condusion that therefore it 
must go on. How do we know but there is somebody cal- 
culating eagerly how long it can last, and making ready for 
the time when he shall begin to flay and to dismember 1 

After this the House went into Committee again on the 
" crowning madness." If there are beings who can unroll 
the picture faster than is permitted to mankind, there is no 
telling what amusing absurdity may not be presented to their 
view. Pancy grown men sitting in conclave to know how 
many councillors they will have for a country they have not 
got. It surpasses ali that proverbs have aimèd at, and fables 
illustrated. And no man has asked, because no man has ever 
thought, whether the very road they are pursuing is not the 
most hostile possible to success. One statesman a night or 
two ago, referred to the effect which will be produced in índia, 
by the amiable personal character of the sovereign 1 Of what 
Tise is personal character, if ministers are to introduce the 
Eoyal name where it can only excite terror and resistance ? 
Fancy the Spanish Armada had been in the time of Ferdinand, 
and the English people had been advised to be comforted by 
reason of the virtues of Isabella. They would have said, there 
was an admirai and general with thumb-screws, of whom they 
knew a great deal more, than of the virtues of the Queen. 

This leads me to revert to the mistake I noticed in my last^ 
of attributing to the old government of índia the horrors 
which have arisen. Your " old Indian" had no more notion 
of breaking faith with a Native trooper, than our William had 
of insulting the Cameronian regimen t, or quarrelling with a 
Puritan or a Disseuter about things strangled. The *' old 
Indians'' knew that the game they were involved in, was a 
ticklish one, and could only be got on with, by keeping their 
engagements and behaviug like honourable men and true. It 
was the invention of a later age, to try whether the point had 
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been reaclied where it was safe to break faith, and sell the 
Kative army, as is talked of, to slayery in Barbadoes. If this 
thing prospers, we may ali get out of the world as fàat as we 
are able ; for) as the Indian Judge wrote home, we might as 
well stay in the infernal regions afterwards, as here. 

It appeared to be ânally settled, that the chickens when 
hatehed, are not to be less than twelve, and not more than. 
fifteen. 

On Monday, more discussion of the varions wild-goose plana 
for índia. No rule of experience is more certain, than that 
when you want to do a foolish thing, the way is to do it first 
and think afber. People who make imprudent marriages, 
generally follow this course ; and it is astonishing what a 
mass of uneasy speculation it gets rid of. So here, when in 
apite of ali precautions there breaks out in parliament some- 
thing like a suggestion^ that perhaps afber ali to choose the 
preseut moment for changing the govemment of índia is a 
*' crowning madness'' and the most stnpid thing that could 
be done, the answer is ready from ali quarters, — " we have 
settled that abready.'' Jack has married his Jill, so thei*e is 
no use in talking about it. So again, when after deep debate 
upon the qualities it would be desirable to have in the new 
constituency that is to be, men's eyes cannot be kept off the 
fact that the constituency which the most lively imagination 
could fix upon, is the old constituency which is to be destroyed, 
— anybody disposed to press this to the issue which common 
sense would direct, is told, " But that we settled three weeks 
ago ;'' for so long it is, since Jack took his ill-assorted partner 
by the hand. 

As ali " effects defective come by cause," it is well to keep 
an eye on what it is that is the mainspring of ali this foolish- 
ness. It is simply the desire to add the patronage of índia to 
the power of the minister of the Crown. There may be other 
things in aid ; but this is the grand agent Grave men talk 
about the responsibility of the Minister, as if it really meant 
anything but whether he can get a temporary majority in the 
House of Oommons for any fofly or iniquity he may be pleasecl 
to patronize ; as in the last notable instance of the massacre 
of Canton. Our fathers had the sense to see, that the exist- 
ing govemment of índia was a great codsend, as keeping the 
patronage of a foreign Empire out of tne hands of the minister 
of the Crown. The modem doctrine is, that ali division of 
powers is an evil; — one lord, one master, one rule, is the 
creed for civilized nations. They have got it in France ; and 
we shall soon be in a way to hear more of it here. 
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Some Member, suffering under tha ddiriwi^ tremens which 
ia the coDsequenoe of living under '^ tniditional policy," asked 
wliat migbt be the result if a mínisteir at some future time 
were to import an Indian army of 60,000 men to carry som» 
ministerial measure ; and, if I am not mistaken, he carried 
bis bad joke so far as to intimate, that the *^ Radicais" migbt 
be the people concerned on the otber side. Assuredly it would 
be ^ fun,*' as the ravagers of índia ezpress it in their ^egant 
patois, to see how an Indian army would shoot ris^ht and 
tefi ali men with Radical countenances, whicb of course 
thej would have an instinct to know, and what cboice t(»> 
ments would be reserred for any who had held office in that 
our body. But then, the foUy of supposing, that anybodj 
would bie 80 naughty i Silly old forefathers, always drivel- 
ling about '* standing armies," and fancying that to train & 
host to lawless cruelties in one direction, was the way to pre- 
pare it for aeting in another ! 

This oentralization of power in the hands of the minister, 
was eyidently the pet invention of the old administration, and 
ihe new one supports it with a difference. One of the former 
men last nigfat put forth the most extraordinary argument, 
worthy of being set down ia any pen-feathered logician's list 
of fallacies. ** The principie of our constitution/' he said, 
'^ was that taxation and representation should go together. 
But the people in England for whom a share in the govem- 
ment of índia is demanded, do not pay the Indian taxes.'* 
In other words, mustard hás always been demanded with 
beef ; therefore let mustard be eaten with nothÍDg else. There 
are some who think, there may be other objects besides taxa- 
tion, which may make it desi rabie not to concentrate ali 
power in the hands of the minister. 

Strange things are coming out, about the Confessional at 
St. Bamabas. Everybody knew what the âowers and the 
CTOSses would come to. It is to be r^retted there is not the 
opportunity for suggesting on the Ohurch Bates Bill, the 
question of how long Dissenters are to have thehr daughters^ 
pianofortes taken, to pay for the delicate amusements of the 
regular clergy. It is understood some questions are to be 
asked on Friday. 

On Tuesday at the moming sitting the Houae was in Com* 
mittee on the Sale and Transfer of Land (Ireland) Bill till 
fbur o'clock, and separated without result, In" the evening 
sitting, a Select Committee was appoiaited to inquire into the 
allegations contained in the Petition of William Henry Barber, 
transported under a charge of forgery, which has aiuce beea 
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disproved. If the aUegations are estabHshed, they afford 
matter of reflection. Sidney Smith in his character of 
justice of the peace, horrifíed a boy brought before him, by 
exclaimitig, " Bring out my private gallows !" It does not 
seem right tbat a govemment should have kept a priyate hell 
at the Antípodes, with instmctions to the operators to 
give increased intensity to the torments, till the devils them- 
selves began to sympathize. It might be applied to yon or 
me, before we have dòne. 

On Wednesday the Second Beading of the Bill to abolish 
the Ministers' Money or Annnity Tax in Edinbnrgh and 
Montrose as vacancies occnr, and making provision for sue- 
cessors, was negatived by 130 votes to 129. A close run. 

On Thursday the President of the Board of Oontrol an- 
nounced that it was not the desire of the govemment to 
proceed further with the Indian Resolutions, and therefore it 
would draw up and introduce its Bill. Aii announcement 
which produced muoh speculation. At the evening sitting 
the Bill was bronght in. 

Yours, &c. 

17 JwM, 18Ô8. 
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Statb of the ThaMe& — ^Relations WITH Ahbrica. — Paper 

DUT7.^— KEWARDS to MEMBBB&— BiLLS WITHDRAWN AND 
THROWN OUT. 

LIV. 

On Friday 18 June the state of the Thames was brought 
before the House of Commons, but without much result. 
Sidney Smith said there would be no end of railway accidents 
till a bishop was killed ; and in like manner there will be 
nothing done to olear the Thames, till either the Speaker of 
the House of Commons dies of typhus, or twenty thousand of 
the ordinary citizens fell by the edge of pestilenee. The 
library of the House of Commons on Thursday was worse 
than a dissecting-room ; and I saw men waving cloths, 
understood to be wetted with chloride of lime, in hopes to 
disinfect. 

Perhaps friends at Bradford may say they are more con- 
cemed with a canal of their own. But they would not like 
to run the risk of being poisoned every time they carne to 
Lcaidon. And if, as I suppose nobody will deny, it is neces- 
sary there should be a metropolis, âie subject may be it)t.A. 

p 



210 State ofthe Tkames. 

restmg if only as a spectacle of how men go about to apply 
human reason to a case which wants it. 

A man was asked why he never washed his hands ; and he 
replied hj asking what he was to do with the diriy water. 
This ia something like the dilemma of a portion of the citizens. 
They say they inight be washed by the Thames, bnt then the 
Thames is made so dirty ; and tnerefore they propose that 
they shall not be washed at ali. 

The case admits of compromise, and to ali appearance, cnre. 
But then, there is the ezpense. Ten mUlioDs are talked of, 
as the price of preserving the metropolis from pestilenoe. If 
the money could have been saved which gentlemen with 
architectural tastes have expended on what would be quite 
as well away, it would have gone half-way ; bnt gentlemen 
cannot eat their cake and have their cake. But it does not 
follow that therefore the metropolis must be lefb to sicken« 
A wicked war the less, will pay for ali ; the first step towards 
which, would be to strike off ali the men who draw salaries 
under the title of agents abroad, as performing no end in 
society but what Iri&men in a fair are said to execute by 
dragging their great-coat after them that somebody may 
treiulupon it. 

Somebody said it was a wonderful dispensation of Provi- 
dence, that wherever there was a capital, there was always a 
river. Entirely agreeing that the coincidence of capitais and 
rivers is advantageous, it remains to be seen how the ríver 
can be best tumed to the use for which it is so manifestly 
adapted, in a metropolis which has grown and is growing, 
out of ali cess like London. 

And here the first '' great fact " is, that considering the 
number of sources from which matter it would be desirable 
to remove must arise, there are at least 2000 tons per dtem 
which ought to be removed, That is to say, if ali this could 
be put into a seventy-four gun ship daily and let go at the 
Nore, the metropolis would be a place to live in. C^ human 
art therefore do nothing towards producing the same effect ? 
I verily believe a lieutenant-coíonel who was ordered to 
clean his post for the generaPs inspection this day twelve- 
month, would find the way to do it. 

Two things are evidently necessary. First that the un- 
healthy matter should be collected into sewers, ending in one 
main trunk to cany it to a competent distance below the 
town ; and secondly that it should only be discharged into 
the river at high water, or from that to quarter ebb. Ask 
any waterman, whether a drowned man se treated would ever 
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ând hÍB wav to London Brídge. It might be an acoessory 
question, wnether it might not be desirable to have a reser- 
Yoir of water for the purpose of oocasionallj washing oiit ; 
wbich must be supplied bv a water-course connected \7Íth the 
river above the town. AU theaewould involve curious Ques- 
tiona of levei ; but there is no reason in despairiDg without 
knowing whj. A scheme was once on foot for making Paris 
a sea-port ; and it was to be effected by makiog two mounds 
of earth, which must have been like what the world has sinoe 
been familiar with in railways. Bailways might perhaps be 
combined with the upper part of the process ; though there 
might be objections to the neighbourhood, if it was proposed 
to introduce them below. If leveis fail, there are great 
powers of raising fluids in the present day by the application 
of steam. If anybody will cany away sewage at their own 
expense for manure, let them ; but do not be poisoned for 
twenty years, waiting for somebodyto carry away the sewage. 
If anybody can show reasonable damages from any part of 
the process, compensate them in reason ; but do not give up 
the process. When Prometheus made a man, he did not 
allow him to die because no part of his body would be the 
locuê of a sewer. 

The simple truth is that the metropolis is in the condition 
which a strictly philosophical inquiry would show to be the 
phsBnomena attendant upon a man who never washes himself. 
The dirt accumulates till it falis off ; and there is a certain 
maximum quantity, dependent on the adhesive powers of the 
matter concerned, in wnich he moves and has his beiuç. It 
is a mere guess, the data not beiDg at hand ; but it is not 
impro^ble that siz days' dirt, being to the amount of 
twelve thousand tons, is always washing up and down 
under the noses of the intelligent citizens. More than this 
finds its way into the sea ; upon the same nrinciple that the 
man who never washes himself is not coated above a certain 
thickness. 

On the subject of relations with the United States, the 
reply of the Under Secretary of State was everything that 
was conciliatory and wise. Between two nations like the 
concemed, there should be reciprocity for a good end ; and if 
either nation refuses the reciprocity, it refuses to contributo 
to the end. In America there is a great struggle between 
the powers of good and evil ; and it will not be concluded 
by the victory of the foul elements. Meanwhile there must 
be coolness, not to give the powers of evil an imnecessary 
opportunity. 

P2 
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On MondAj the debate on the Paper Daty ôatne to wliat, 
ali thisgB considered, may be set down as a &YOTírable coa- 
clnsion. The terms of Mr. Gibeon^B motion tv^re, ^' That th» 
HouBe is of opiídon that the maintenance of the Exeise on 
Paper, as apermanent source of Bevenue, "nroidd be impolitic, 
and that such financial arrangements ought to be mad« as 
will enable Parliament to dispense vitb that Taz." After 
many speeches, principallj írom tbe Oppoeition side, it was 
agreed that the motion shovdd stop with *4mpolitic," and 
«honld not be opposed by the govemment. So the Paper 
Duty may be looked upon as standing for ^ first tnm." 

On the same night an Estimate was presented of ;£56dy435 
for Edncation. The debate did not throw much light on the 
actual state of the question ; but there were some incidental 
gHmpses. Beasonable doubta ^ere intimated, whether reli- 
gion, meaning thereby ali religions in tnnci, is not made a 
atumbling-block against the advanoemient of the people in the 
knowledge they want. The fear expressed was, that the whole 
thing is made a honus for the clerical orders of ali detiomina- 
tions. Is there or is there not, a power for honest men 
desiring instruction in worldly things "without being stopped 
by religious dogmas at the door, to obtain their sfaare in what 
the pnblic pays I Às an Apostle said, " Have ye not houses 
to eat and to drink in ?" so it might be askéd '' Have ye not 
chTU*ches and chapeis to teach catechisms in 1'' without making 
them an impediment to those who want to learn writing and 
the mie of three. 

On Tuesday was great debate on the motion "That it ia 
contrary to the usage and derogatory to the dignity of this 
House, that any of its members should bring forward, promóte, 
or advocate, in this House, any proceeding or measure in 
which he may have acted or been concemed, for or in con- 
sideration of any pecuniary fee or reward," On which what 
is called the Previous Question was moved. That is to say, 
it was first put to the vote whether the question should be 
put at ali ; which is considered a civil way of putting a thing 
down. 

The motion at first looks as if it was ali what sailors call 
plane sailing. But difiiculties arise on going into it. The 
practical bearing and effect was to attempt to regulate what 
is incapable of regulation, except by men's own consciousness 
of what is proper and right. The matter really in dispute, 
was to settle the cases in which members of the bar who are 
also members of parliament, should act in cases of law, receiv- 
ing their fees of course, and should afterwards move oli the 
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same subject iu tbeôr capaoity of Members of the Honse of 
Commons. In illustration of thÍB, a banister member said, 
if X macte no xnistake, that in tke late disputed question about 
Bankers" Clueques, the present Attomey-Geueral had been 
retaíned ou one side, and himself on the other ; and botfa. of 
them had afterwarda dealt mth the suliject in the Houso of 
Commons. Directots of Bailways, the Ohairman of the East 
índia Company, and such members as have at varions timea 
reoeived what are called testimonial% sometimes of no small 
magnitude, were ali allnded to in proof of the difficulty of 
fieparating a Member from his pecuniary interests ; and no 
reason appears vhy ali fund-holders, ali naval and military 
officers, ali agriculturists, aJl manufacturers, in fact ali every- 
body, should not have been added to the list. 

But it was plain throughout, that what was mainly aimed 
at, was the case of members of the bar who should be applied 
to for advice by Native powers in índia, and afterwards 
nndertake their cause in parliameut ; and that there was an 
eye to late cases of this kind which have been before the 
Honse, and on which it was always believed that the decision 
of the House had been given. One legal member stated a 
case of this kind which had come before him. A messenger 
from the Queen of Oude presented himself, and asked nis 
legal advice ; which he agreed to give. On that or a future 
occasion, it was represented on the part of the Queen of Oude 
that she wanted him to bring her case before Parliament, 
that ** she was very sorry to present herself in that way," — 
that is to say, empty-handed — "" but she was very poor." On 
which he broke on further communication. 

Now I do not feel that I should have acted precisely in 
that way. I should have been inclined to say to the poor 
woman, " You did not know that in England a lawyer may 
be paid for pleading in a court of law, but not for pleadinç in 
the House of Commons. Show me your case, and if it is a 
just and good one, I will do my best for it." I think your 
Foreign Affairs Committee would have done the same, 

It is true that ill-intentioned men may always contrive to 
" cook " a case of this kind, and be paid on pretence of doing 
in a court of law, for what they are really to do in the House 
of Commons. But it is very dimcult to provide by law against 
ali that ill-intentioned men may think of. Nothing is so 
cheap as outrageous virtue ; but virtue, to be effective, should 
confine its aims to the practicable. 

The Previous Question was carried in favour of putting the 
motion, by 160 against 80. And then the motion itself was 
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carríed by 210 against 27. I do not know what new lights 
dawned oa those who changed their minds. 

On Wednesday the Eegistration of Partaierships Bill was 
withdrawn, with an tinderstanding that it ia to oome forward 
again. The Bill for making the Kegister at Elections final, 
was thrown out at Seoond Beading by 125 to 87. This change 
is essential to the introdaction of the Vote by Ballot ; and 
oonsequently opposed. 

A case of Asiatic Cholerahas been declared at St. Katherine 
Dock, in the peraon of a laboorer who died laying the blame 
npon the ríver. There has been a talk of the House of 
Conunons migrating to Marlborongh House. Notice of 
motion substantially to this purpose, was given for Friday. I 
have profited, under premonitory languors, by taking, not 
drams, but ice. 

Yours, &c. 

23 J«n0, 185a 



>5«ío« 

Sboond Bsadino of the Índia Bill. — Sinkinq Fuhd. — 

InOOME TaX. — GaLWAY DlSFBANCHISElCEirr. — ^MABRIAaK 
WITH DSCEASSD WiFB's SisTBR. 

LV. 

On Thursday 24 Jane the índia Bill was read a Second 
Time without a division. The springs of hnman action are 
inscrutable ; and why men declaríng high disapprobation of 
a Bill should nevertheless decline chronicling their names 
against it by a division, and giving others the opportunity to 
do the same, is among the tmngs which for the present mnst 
be unknown. 

The debate was not without its usefíil tendendes. High- 
toned moralities were uttered, and strong expectationa 
expressed of the happy family to which índia is to be bronght, 
wnen Indians have iorgotten the breach of faith with the 
Native army, and the murder of their brothers and oo-reli- 

g*onists by torture and sundry kinds of death. Jeremy 
3ntham's Westminster boy, who began his theme '' There is 
nothing so virtuous as virtue,'' was not more clear on the 
advan^kges of moral rectitude. To ali this the goyernment 
gave it3 practical assent ; which is much better than dissolvin^ 
parliament to support an uncleanly massacre. 

But virtue is not necessarily right in its conclusions. It 
dwells upon the difficulty of governing twenty nations of 
different religions, habits, and la ws ; and it speaxs brave and 
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good words on the neoessity of toleration, and brotherly affec- 
tion among ali Qod'8 vassals. Bnt it cannot perceive that 
to do this with effect, one of the fírst requisites is to lean 
towards keeping down the inâux of vulgar Europeans, who 
carry with them everywhere the feelings of the ferret towards 
the denizens of the rabbit-warren, or of the Y irglnian negro- 
driver towards the coloured race. So far from this^ its great 
panacea is to introduce. It looks to peace in índia, from 
xnultiplying the ruffianism which sees in every man of diffe- 
rent complezion or creed an object to be trampled on, and 
feels itseli injured as long as he is permitted to walk upright. 
Few mistakes could be more radically fataL 

Fut now the case on a small scale. Suppose the instance 
of a score of European officers undertaking to form and dis- 
cipline a thousand Mohammedans or Hindoos, not against 
but with their consent so long as certain stipulations on the 
subject of religion or customs are maintained with honesty 
and military faith. Is this to be best accomplished by leaving 
it in the hands of the score of men concemed, or would it be 
advanced by inviting in every troop or company the presence 
of Europeans of the baser sort, who would scandalize the 
Mohammedan by drinking, and the Hindoo by makin^ ali 

E laces smell of beef ? The European has a right to go wnere 
e pleases, and to bring his drink and his beef along with 
him ; — such wiU be the reply made from certain quarters. 
To which the response should be by a bold negation, if his 
presence brings evil in general, and the prevention of his own 
objects in particular. If the hazardous experiment is to be 
carried on, of goveming foreign races with the proportion of 
one to a thousand, — the drinking, beef-eating European has 
no more right to demand to multiply himsèlf there because he 
likes it, than in my wife^s bed-chamber. Great and good 
men knew this, and held their ground. Ali this is now 
condemned under the title of " traditionary policy ;'* and the 
first result has been to lose índia. 

For what prospect is there, afber ali that has been done 
to make reconciliation impossible, that the promised happy 
£Eunily should ever be reaíized ? Deeds of bíood by a ruling 
partv, do not settle down so easily. It is not very long since 
a titled lady found herself in danger of rough treatment in 
the West of England, because her descent was traced to 
Jeffreys. What were the deeds of Jeffreys and his coadjutora, 
to those of men who have had the thanks of parliament % 

On Friday was a rather extensivo discussion on the state 
oí the Thames. In which it was remarkable, that though 
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eagineera, financiera, and ciril dignitaríes, ali spoke iipon the 
aubject, no meutiou was ever made, of what seems to be ao. 
essential element in eveiy ealculation, the time qf tide at 
which the barmfiil matter is to be dUcharged ídío the ri^ver. 
Ther« were ideas of going five miles from the citjr, and there 
were ideas of eoing forty. Fears were expressed of *' colossal 
schemes ;" and this may just make the difference betwerai the 
fiye miles and the forty. With it, âve sodles may be effectaaJl ; 
and without it^ forty might be thrown away. Yon must 
insinuate this point, through your Bradford gazette ; for you 
may depend npon feeling an interest in it before it is done 
with. Call a committee of London watermen^ and ask them 
whether if a man was drowned at high water at Woolwich, 
they would ever Look for him at London Bridge ; and 
whether if he fell in at low water, they would not. 

A venerai determination was expressed, that action mnst 
be taken without delay ; to which the govemment entirely 
agreed. The House went afterwards into Committee on the 
índia Bill. The most important division was on Lord 
Fahnerston's motion that the Council should be appointed 
by the Crown under the sign manual ; an undisguised effort 
to transfer the powers of the East Tndia Company directly 
to the minister. It was remarkable, that none of the acere- 
dited organs of what passes for the popular party, made any 
attempt to comment on the nature of the proposaL The 
motion however was negatived by 240 against 147. 

On Monday was a debate arising out of what was virfcually 
an attack on the ministerial budget, as being (which no man 
can deny) little more than a postponement of the evil day. 
Many good and some erroneous notions were given to the 
public ; out of which is hoped the tendency will be to good. 
After the extravagant ideas our forefathers formed of the 
efifects of a Sinking Fund, it is not wonderful that its credit 
should now be below the just mark. A sinking fund is 
simply the means of getting people to consent to pay their 
debts faster than they think of. The case may be made clear 
by an example. Fancy a rustic spendthrift who has got into 
debt ;^100, for which he is obliged to pay £ò per cent. to 
^eep the wolf in the shape of a sherifTs officer from the door. 
òet this man persuaded to pay j^6 per annum, and he or hia 
heirs will be astonished at being told, that in 32 years he 
has paid off the debt. They look only at the £32 which 
have been paid in addition to the £ò, and it appears miracn- 
lous that it should have paid off j£lOO. The thing not seen, 
being that at every annual paym.entthe.capitalsum for which 
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interest was demasded was diminished, and therefore lesB ont 
of the £^ was everv jear going for interest^ and more to the 
reduction of the debt. If the spendthrifb had known how 
this waa going on^ he would have refased the £6 and spent 
it on nicknacks. So it is lucky for him he did not. , 

This then, and neither more nor less, is the mystery of a 
ainking fand. If the metaphorieal personage named John 
Buli has got into debt a hundred miUions, for which he is 
obliffed to raise by taxes five millions annually for interest to 
the fund-holders,— it is as tnie as in the other case, that if he 
can persuade himself, or be persnaded, to taz himself to the 
amount of six millions annually, and appoint an Office under 
any name he likes, to bny np the debt and make himself his own 
creditor, in 32 years he may pronounce himself whole man 
and íree, so far as the hundred millions are concemed. 

About this there is nothing unintelligible or obscure, and 
it is clear that an intelligent nation, or a nation govemed by 
intelligent men, would apply itself to reducing in this manner 
in time of peace the debt which might have been contracted 
in time of war. There are limits to it, as there are to every- 
thing else ; and there might be a point somewhere, where it 
might be urged, that the money would be better left to 
fructify in the pockets of the tax-payers. But where that 
point is, good judgment is required to determine. One 
reason why there would be no use in making extravagant 
effbrts to reduce the debt quickly to a non-entity, would be 
that it would only be an inducement to the discovery of 
foolish ways to set about immediate squandering. But it is 
evident that within certain limits, a reserve would be good. 
Would there haye been any harm, for instance, in having had 
a reserve for such an accident as a pestilence in the metro- 
polis ? Or who can teU what strange things may be hanging 
over the country from within or from without ? Prudent 
men have always a reserve for such occasions ; and why 
should not a prudent govemment ? It would be much 
better than the continuai cry of *' ^)end, spend !'* 

The Income Tax also was touched upon ; the point for 
concealment always being, that the abolition of the Income 
Tax is the strug^ of the rich to throw taxation on the poor. 
It is not in the House of Commons that any good is to be 
done at present As in the case of the Corn Laws, the 
matter must íirst be understood out of doors. 

On Tuesday the Bill for the Disíranchisment of the Galway 
Freemen was in Committee. Anything, but the way reason- 
able men would go about to prevent bribery ; whi^^s to 
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make it impoasible for the briber to know whether he geia 
his ]noney*8 worth. There is abo something ezceedingly on- 
desirable, in inducin^ a number of men to tell their misdeeds 
under a promiae of imponity, and then punishing them en 
moMô, The govemment admitted this ; and the Home Secre- 
tarj, who entirely maintaina the description I onoe ventared 
to ^ye of him, Dut it forward with great force. He further 
intimated that there was not time ror the Bill to be carríed 
through now ; which most probably will end by being signi- 
ficant 

* On Wednesday the Marriage Aet Amendment Bill was in. 
Gommittee, and everythin^ in favonr of the popular canse 
was carríed by large majonties. The proposal to add a Clanse 
to authoríze marriage with a deceased wife's nieoe, was avow- 
edly supported as a movement of the enemy ; and as such it 
is important that it should be viewed by the supporters of 
the tíill. The argument of the enemy was this ; — " If y ou give 
leave to marry a wife's sister, you may as well give leave to 
marry a wife's niece ; therefore we demand of you to burthen 
your case with the wife*s niece." The £Eu:t ali the time being, 
that the wife*s niece and the wife's sister stand on entirely 
dififerent grounds. The reasons against certain marriages, by 
laws human or divine, do not rest on fantasy, but on causes 
discoverable in human nature. And the grand cause of ali, 
is that infancy and youth shall not be led astray through 
ignorance or undue influence, in consequence of the opportu- 
nities offered by domestic intercourse. It is equally for this 
reason, that a man shaU not contemplate marrying his sister, 
nor the daughter of his brother. It is not âtting, that youth 
should be exposed, either to the suggestions of their own in- 
ezperíence, or the temptations of ill-disposed elders. But 
there has been no tutelage exercised over the wife's sister in 
tender years ; for the parties are of the same generation, 
and therefore, on the average, of the same age. The wife's 
niece is of a younger generation, and sits as a child upon the 
husband's knee. There are therefore the same reasons in her 
case, as in the case of the brother^s or 8ister's child. The 
interested in the legalization of marriage with a deceased 
wife*s sister, should be aware of the strategem that is played 
off against them, and view the Wife*B Niece as a oonfesaed 
invention of the enemy. 

On one other point, the forces of the enemy are concentra- 
ting ; and that is, to prevent the legalization of past marriages. 
In answer I refer to the precedent in the marriage of priests, 
in the períod from Edward VI. to Elizabeth. lí not now, 
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the legalizatioQ will be sare to come. Bnt it would be as 
-well it should be now. 

The vote for excepting Ireland from the Bill, waa of doubt- 
ful proprietj^ and was carríed upon view of the non-iuter- 
ferenoe of Irish members, and an understanding that the 
conductor of the Bill considered it as bearing upon ultimate 
success. I wonder whether Scotland and Ireland are proud, 
of the occasions on which they are seen lagging in the rear 
of improvements. 

Yonrs, &c. 

30 June, 1858. 



Debates on Ikdia Bill. — ^Housb of Lords in Skttlembnt 

OF THE JeW QUESTION. — WhAT IS TO BE THE BeSCTLT OF THE 

Strugglb IN Índia 1 — Bill to segure the Hight of New 
Tbial in Criminal Cases. 

lvi. 

On Thursday 1 Julj the principal business in the Honse of 
Oominons was the debate whether the appointments of the 
proposed Council should be for life, or for a term of years. 
Waiving the question whether the whole is not a portion of 
what in the country has gone by the name of " the crowning 
xnadness," the proposal of the goyemment that they should 
be for life has the most show of reason. Two objections are 
started ; one, that we want a succession of " new blood/' and 
the other that we want " independence." Now I desire to ask 
whether nature has not made a provision for new blood, by 
making old men mortal. The object of the demand for " new 
blood," is to bring forward as fast as possible the feelings and 
the interests which have just lost índia, and will never 
reoover or keep it. It is the old story of Itehoboam's coun- 
sellors. The old men kept índia ; the new ones took it in 
hand^ and the first thing they did was to blow up the whole 
concem. At this moment nothing is omitted which can 
parade in the eyes of the Natives of índia the settled intention 
to change or destroy everything connected with their customs, 
laws, and opinions, which does not accord with the views of 
tíie party wnich is to be dominant. When an intelligent man 
who had been in índia, alluded last night to the known immo- 
bility of opinions and practices in that countr}', and the little 
use there was in trying to alter tliem by fresh importations 
into the proposed Council every ten or fifteen years, — a mem- 
ber who never saw the face of an Indian except the sweeper 
of the crossing> rose to expresa his hope that ^"^ -^ 
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vould see índia transformed into a pet fiinn, witJi ali kinds 
of happy and well-lettered peasantiT'. Truly if índia ia i^- 
ooverea and kept, it mnst be as a caJt escapes by virtoe of 
her ninth life, after ali that man and dog can do to hind«r. 

And then on the score of ^ independenoe.** Will indepen- 
dent men, of those who are to come from índia bringing 
hot-and-hot the newa of the processes going on there, be 
tfflnpted by the offer of " ten years and tum-out f or will they 
betake themselves to otherlines of buslness,andtrytheir Inck 
as small agriculturists or general dealers, in preferenoe to the 
trade of Indian Councillor 1 How would it be at Bradford ? 
If you wanted to secure good men for managers in a large 
concem, would you proffer them the " ten-years and turn-out," 
or would you say, *' Serve us as long as you are able, and if 
you survive your wits, we will treat you handsomely" ? 

But whLle the House of Commons is thus combating with 
clouds and visions, the uews of a much more important 
decision comes from the other House. Vivent les lords ! for 
having put a hook into the nose of one of bigotry'8 Leviathans, 
and drawn him out to make sport for our maidens. Wise men 
recollect these things, and are always more intent on support- 
ing the friends they have, than quarrelling with them npon 
speculation. The determination of the Lords on the «few 
question, makes a Lord twice the Lord he was before. 

On Monday and Tuesday the índia Bill dragged its slow 
length aloDg ; and is for reading a Third Time on Thursday. 
It is a remarkable instance of the importance of the " freedom 
of press and quill,** and the imperfect machine a parliament 
is K)r the expression of the various shades of public opinion, 
that in ali these voluminous debates nobody bas ever alladed 
to so prominent a fact, as that the whole object of the Bill 
has i^eceived in places out of doors the name of the ** crowning 
madness/' and men who can show as good proofs of their 
attachment to existing institutions as those who make more 
noise about it, view it as perilous to the interests of the country 
and the honour of the Crown. It is never safe to prophesy ; 
but it appears to be written od high, either that England shalí 
lose índia, or that if preserved it shall be in spite of ali that 
men could do to lose it. 

You ask me what I think will be the result of the stmggle 
in índia. It is just now in a position where it is not given 
to man to tell the immediate result ; but the fínal conse- 
quenoes of such contests are much more within the range of 
experience and history. Wara against the religion, laws, and 
habits of one nation by another, especially when commenced 
\^ ^o,.v breach of faith, and conducted with revoltiogatrocity, 
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xio very frequently end in the defeat of the guilty. If it was 
not so, there woold be no living upon earth. And in the 
cases where sreater power and more profíciency in the arts of 
destmction nave enabled the aggressor to succeed, the final 
consequences are written against him by God's infínite mercy, 
in characters which might cannot expunge nor fury obliterate. 
The cnrse of blood is upon him and hi& If the guilty shnffle 
off to their accotint, their posterity remain to answer the 
demands of Heaven'8 sheriâTs officer, to the third and fonrth 
^eneration. In ali departtíients, ruffians get the upper hand. 
The taste for blood growa "with indnlgence. The man who 
has been nsed to his histories of new massacres at breakfàst, 
is half-way towards performing in the same drama himselL 
The heart of the nation becomes bratalized, and men wear 
npon their countenances the desire to retnm to barbariam, 
and proclaim " I too wonld have mnrdered a Peruvian." Look 
at Spain and her doings in the New World, and see whether 
no solemn lesson has been read to the blood-guilty. As Spain, 
Bo might England be, by processes the dullest imagination 
would find no difficulty in framing. If the atrocity was any- 
body's but their own, ali England wonld be one Polish, Greek, 
Italiaii,orSpanish Oommittee, to stigmatizethe anthors. 

I gather from the apprehensions of certain portions of 
t(Hlay*8 press, that there is a disposition among the officers 
of the líative Army in índia to askwhythe system under 
which they rose to celebrity and honour, is to be sacrificed 
to fumishing placards for a second edition of a newspaper. 
The wonder only is, that this has not been found ont b^re. 
More will perhaps be heard of it. 

On Wednesday the Bill to secure the rie^ht of new trial in 
criminal cases, was read a Second Time by 145 against 91. 
Another division was called for, on the motion that the Bill 
be committed ; an unnsual conrse, and which ended in the 
motion being carried by only 120 against 112. It will be 
interesting to the cnrious in such matters, to see who they 
were that received a new light in those ten minutes. And 
after ali, one of the preparers of the Bill requested that it 
should be committed on that day three weeks, being the day 
after what has been mentioned for the prorogation of the 
House ; which was received with loud laughter. On the 
whole if there are any that value this Bill, there is enough to 
show that it is time to look about them, and that their Bill is 
badly managed. 

Yours, &c. 

7 July, 1858. 
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Índia Bill passed. — Ibish Police Force. — "Socialiot" 

PrOPOSAL OF THE CrOTERNMENT. — BeLIEF OF THE MeTRO- 

poLis. — Caffraria. 

LVII. 

On Thunday 8 July the Govenunent of índia Bill was 
read a Third Time and passed. So ends, as íar as the mem- 
bers of the House of Commons are for the present ooncemed, 
the question of how a country is to be govemed if they cannot 
contrive to lose it^ and what salaries are to be paid to the 
corators and guardians who are to recover what they conld 
not keep when they had it. Júpiter was said to laugh at 
lovers* perjuries. He might have amosed himself iu the 
politicai instead of the amatory line, if the art of wood- 
engraving had been known, and the merry-maker of Olympus 
had edited a " Punch/' 

On the same day a Bill was introduced for making changes 
in the Irish Police Force. On hearing a minister descant on 
the large proportion of Catholics to Protestants in that force 
or portions of it, I said to myself, " Here are wise men, 
like those who lived before the Flood of fools in índia. They 
are going to manage Ireland by Irishmen. We shall see no 
attacks upon the relicion of the majority. They will govem 
like the Company which has this day been gathered to its 
fathers, and show the world how countries are govemed 
when the policy of men and not of monkeys is pat in action.** 
Great then was my disappointment on finding that instead of 
this, the admitted object was to correct the evil of Catholic 
ascendancy. The proportions stated, did in the most promi- 
nent cases, approach to something like the proportion between 
the two classes of religionists as commooly laid before the 
public. Whether this was an evil to be con'ected, and 
whether wiser statesmen, even if they had determined it to be 
so, would not have endeavoured to do it by less irritating 
means than blowing a trumpet before it in the House of 
Commons, is what the public must judge of, aocording to their 
several notions of what makes a 8tat^man*s skill if such a 
thing ezists. 

In the Sale and Transfer of Land (Ireland) Bill, on a motion 
to omit a portion of the 87th dause which provided a gra- 
duated rate of charge according to the value of the property 
(consisting, on reference to the Bill, in a rate of duty of 10 
shillings on every £100 of gross value under £10,000, and 
20 shmings when the gross value shall be j£l0,00O or up- 
wards), an economist of the late ministry resisted the dause 
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in the govemment's Bill as what he called a " Socialist" 
proposal, an epithet which nndonbtedlj was not intended 
to be conciliatory. Whereupon I call on every poor man 
who may think hímself aimed at by the term, to ask why thia 
politicai economist said nothing of the iustances in which the 
poor are made to pay, — not at a double rate, but at a rate 
which' hafi sometimes amounted to ten and eleven times the 
rate npon the rich, and not contingent on the possession of 
j6I0,000, but on every pennyworth it may be his habit to 
expend. If the poor were in the practice of taking counsel 
together, I would send ronnd to them this escapade of our 
economist, like the pieces of the Benjamite*s concubine, to 
rouse then into common action upon the point. They will 
have the same over again on the question of the Income Tax ; 
where a mortal pudder has been raised against so harmless a 
proposal, as that the community should have the relief which 
would arise from allowing every man to deduct, say j£l50, 
from his income, and pay on the remainder. We do not want 
the lions to be the sculptors ; but we may be allowed to wish 
the sculptors would have more feeling for the lions. 

On Friday the question was raised, of the propriety of the 
country's contributing to the relief of the Metropolis under 
the impending pestilence. I should be happy if anything said 
had a tendency to rouse the old generous feeling among what 
foolish enemies have contemptuously calléd the *' cotton- 
lords," When Bome wanted a doaca mcuicima, I do not 
believe the effort was confined to the costermongers of the 
capital ; nor is it recorded that men waited tiU the city was 
decimated by a plague. The members of the House of Com- 
mons did not show themselves advanced in zeal ; but the 
country, as the " whisperer,'' Mr. Earey's predecessor, used to 
say of horses, must " talk to them." 

On Friday there was considei-able debate on Education. 
This is one of the questions on which no good will be done, 
till the people get power to interfere ; and to do that they 
must have tne Ballot. The state of things revealed in the 
course of the debate was a curious one. Sums of money are 
voted from the public purse for the education of such as 
cannot aflíord it for themselves. But here step in the reli- 
gionists of ali kinds, and say, " There is one question on 
which men invariably quarrel, which is religion ; and so far 
as in us lies, there shall be no education without introducing 
this quarrelsome element to the greatest extent which we or 
anybody else that is disposed can devise.'' And so your 
xnoney and the publicas, goes for quarrelling. If they wan^ 
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more religious instructíon, why do not tliey ask for more 
cborch or for more church hoors ; and not take it hy a fraud 
from money voted for another porpoee ? In Ireland tne effect is 
this. The funds for educationget into the hands of the *' ovei^ 
ffood Protestante/' — ^as the frenchman talked of the " trop 
bons Catholiqueê^^ — and then when the zeal to have education 
at any rifik, inducee siz hundred thousand CSatholic childrea 
to be sent to school, the conductors bully them with discas- 
sions on the quantity of sin that waâ in the mother of Christ, 
and other questiona grievous to a Catholíc to endure. Now 
this is a fraud ; and a frand whioh men not art and part in 
it would stop. And it will not be stopped till men out of doors 
have sense enough to say, that religion shall be taught in 
churches and chapeis for that end designed and paid for, and 
reading, writing, and the rule of three shall be taught in 
places by themaelves, without being hindered by derical 
mtroductions of any kind, any more than people shall be 
stopped in church in the middle of the Litany, by à. demand 
to rehearse the articles of their Multiplication Table. 

On Monday was long debate on a motion í<x doing away 
with the African sqiiadron employed for the sui^ression of 
the Slave Trade. The main argument was yery weak ; con- 
sisting in an assertion that the Cubans, who are the great 
slave-miporters, got "as many slaves as they wanted," in 
spite of the squadron. And in the same breatn it was atated 
from the same side, that the slave-veasels crowded a hundred 
where there ought to be twenty-fíve, in the confídence that 
in one way or other, only twenty^five in the hundred would 
be landed. 

This is the argument we were familiar with, in the days of 
the Com La ws. '*Englishmen get as much com as they 
want." Whích meant that they got as much com as they 
chose to pay for at the increased price. It was stated from 
other sources, that the price of a slave in Cuba was eighty 
pounds, while in places close by, it was thirty pounds. Brad- 
ford merchants will tell you the effects of snch a difference in 
the price of the raw material. And this, it did not seem to 
be denied, was tbe doing of the squadron. The opinion of 
the House was clearly expressed, by a majority against the 
motion, of 223 to 24. 

On Tuesday considerable energy was displayed by the 
friends of economy, in opposing superfluities in the Estimates. 
On one occasion a sum was strucK off from the expensas of 
the National Gallery by a majority of 128 to 110. On the 
fftce of the published "Votes," it might be supposed the 
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Division was for cuttiiiff down the Salaries and Expenses of 
the Mixed CommiasioDB Tor suppressÍDff the Traffic in Slaves ; 
and fríends would be surprised at fínaing mj name ou that 
side in a Division. 

It would be superflnons to dwell on the opinion so often 
expremed, that a jealous eje should be kept on ezpenditure 
for tiie amusement of the wealthy classee. Suspect Architec- 
ture ; suspect Art. Both may be good things in their way ; 
but unless jealously watched, they run into denionatration 
that one set of men were spending, and another paying. The 
pyramide of Egypt are a specimen of the extreme case ; where 
a king built a family toinb at the expense of the toil and 
lives of the hardly-worked millions. The odds are, that of 
the European capitais, Petersburg would be found the most 
architecturaL 

Tweuty thousand ponnds w«re voted for the Oolony of 
Cafi&aria. A point which ought to bave been definitively 
aettled before agreeing to the Yote, is whether there is or is 
not a provision for ali Gaffirarians in the territory in question, 
being or becoming good Englishmen and true, as fast as ever 
they will give their consent. The difference between some of 
the Caffrarians and a London citizen, is not much greater than 
with some Scottish Highlanders in the time of Charles the 
First, or with some írom the sister island in the wars whioh 
foUowed, when it is written in the reeords of the day, con- 
ceming an Irish vessel which carne into Fadstow, '' Since the 
wríting of my Letter, here is Captaine Farre come from 
Padstow, who witl]^ Captaine Wogan boarded the Iriah Vessel, 
and with the assistance of the Townsmen and Townswomen 
put them ali to the Sword but two, about thirty in ali, wicked 
naturall Irish." (The BtMmmg-Bíuh not consvmed : or, The 
Fowrth Purt of ike Parliamentarie-Chronicle, p, 386. — 1646.) 
I remember showing the passage to Mr. Shiel in tíie House 
of Commons Library. 

This is a point which ought to be settled ; for without it, 
it ia ali only pouring water into a colander. And the firat 
£uropean nation which acts vi^orously upon the system, 
may take possession of ali the dark-skinned regions of the 
earth. 

On Wednesday the Local Government Bill was read a Third 
Time and pasaed. 

Tours, &c. 

14 Jídy, 185&. 

ii9^oo 
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CORRUPT PbACTICSB CONTlinJANCE BiLL, DIRBCTKD TO GIVB 
ÊLECmONS TO THE LONOEST PUBSE. — NeWB FROH JiDDA. — 

Thames. — Jew Bill fassed. 

LYIU. 

On Thursday 15 July the House was in Committee on wliat 
is denominated the Corrapt Fractices Prevention Act Oon- 
tinuanoe BilL It might be entitled an Act for ^gíving the 
election of members of parliament to the longest purse. Its 
first enactment determines, that where a rich and a poor 
man are rival candidates, it shall be lawfíil for the rich man 
to apply his wealth to bringing voters to the poli. The i-eason, 
because without so enabling the rich man to tum the election 
by the application of his wealth, the voters would not vote at 
ali. It is therefore portion of the birthright of every free and 
independent elector, that in case of a contest between a rich 
man and a poor, the rich man may bring him to the polL 

The motion to insert " not " after " It shall " and before 
** be lawful," was put down by 265 asainst 70. The lion never 
yet pared its own claws, nor the rich forewent the influence 
of tneir wealth. This will probably be heard of, among the 
objections to the Ballot. ** Of what use is it to the rich man 
to be able to bring voters to the poli, if he is not to have the 
means of knowing which way they voted afterwards T Which 
it is possible may cut two ways. There is a talk of getting 
Tip an opposition to the Third Reading. 

More K)od for the blood-drinkers has come from Jidda. I 
know the place, and can fancy what it would have been to be 
there. But what is the use of reasoning on events, when your 
affairs abroad are in the hands of rumans and insane orang- 
outans, unless these last enter a protest agalnst the associa- 
tion. You enlist a large army of Mohammedans ; you break 
faith with them and then blow them from guns ; you capture 
a Mohammedan '^ of rank,'* and because he was " of i^nk ' 
you go to the history of the Jews for a precedente and stuff 
his mouth with pork, and then he is scourged after the Roman 
manner (I wonder they omitted a crown of thoms), and put to 
death by hanging on a tree. Your officers boast of having 
invented a new English torture, " tíell fire," and apply the 
scourge to their prisoners till they consent to damn their 
souls, and then they han? them. Princes ^ as justly seated 
on their throne, as proud imperial Philip on his own," are 
butchered under tnist by the hands of commissioned officers ; 
and the House of Commons, if I am not mistaken, includes 
them in its thanks. And then a wanderer from the scene 
(such is the account) arrives at Jidda, and with the aid of 
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further irritation from some present act, excites the populace 
to rise against ali of European race. This is the way the 
bali of blood roUs on, increasiiig as it goes ; beginning with 
the opiíim massacre at Canton, and to ânish where heaven 
knows, and it would perhaps be dangerous to try to say. 
The French have a proverb, that " Who wills the means, wills 
the end." If a Protestant hot íix>m St. Bartholomew's had 
made bis appearance in an English sea-port, with the news 
that Colignj had had bis mouth stuffed with dog, and then 
been soonrged and finally hanged, and in aid of this a setzure 
of a vessel for the French king had at that moment been 
made, everybody will admit that a popular rising like that at 
Jidda wonld have been a probable result. As it is, the British 
lioniwill lapmore blood ; and so it will in ali likelihood go on, 
till Enrope which has been brought into the fraj, tums round 
upon the anthors and the simpletons their accomplices, in a 
manner which maj leave a lesson the world will be the better 
for. Once more, there is no use in allowing ruffians to play 
their pranks, and sitting down quietly to pay for ali that may 
come of it. The world is blackened by British brutality. Âs 
the latest, read in the Moming Advertiser of 20 July the 
account of the protracted and double execution of the Kajah 
of Nnrgoond* ; and ask whether England ought to be ad- 
mitted into the good society of nations. 

On the same evening the govemment*s plan was bronght 
forward, for providing for the purifícation of the Thames. It 
held oat no prospect of giving any direct assistance to the 
City ; but^ waiving that question, it showed both talent and 
goodwilL It proposed a rate to be raised of such a magnitude 
as should pay the interest of borrowing three millions 
at 4 per cent., and moreover pay off the principal in forty 
years, on the principie which has been so often described 
as the reasonable operation of what is called a Sinking Fund. 
Though not strictty within the question before the House, 
digression was made towards discussing the nature of the 
operations to be applied to the river ; and it is impossible 
to avoid saying that some of the proposals let out, were of 
dangerous appearance. If a oountry gentleman had tumed 
his water-closets into his fish-pond, and then instead of 
removing the cause had proposed to cure it by ''deodori- 
zing," I doubt whether he would raise his credit for sagacity. 
But something very like this, was among the things dwelt 
on, by members of professional name. lliis, however, must 
not be confonnded with the declaration of the govemment 
-which announced the intention to try '^ deodorizing " as the 
temporaiy meãos of diminishing the instant eviL 
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On Ftídsy sharp debate in Cominittee, on the legaliz&tion 
of the ri^ht of bríbery in the shape of traydling expmses. 
The fallacy pat forward was, that absentee voters oaght to be 
enabled to vote ; argaly they ongbt to be paid bj the eandi- . 
date thej Yote for. 1 ehould like to know how the affidr is 
to be eondacted. Is a cheqae to be given *^ Paj to A..B. so 
many ponnds, shillings, and pence, to bring him to the poli ; 
signed M.N., Conservative candidate." On the same principie 
I do not see why the Miuister should not pay my carriage 
hire, as the means of bringing me to the House to vote for 
hi8 measures. If it ia maintained that a Member'9 carriage 
hire ought to be paid, let the question be entertained ; but 
let another question, beby whoni it shall be paid, and whether 
it should not least of ali be paid by the Minister. 

The question was carríed for the bríbery and ogainM the 
Judges, by 125 to 68 ; so "bríbery has it** There is still a 
chance, that some opposition may be shown before the thing 
beoomes law. 

At nine on Friday night the BiU to provido for the Belief 
of Her Majesty's Subjects professing the Jewish Religion was 
read a Second Time by 166 votes against 65. This demon- 
strates a very extensivo belief, that it might be entitled a BiU 
for the relief of Her Majesty'8 Ohristian Subjects as well. 

On Monday the Bill for the Purífícation of the Thames was 
read a second time. Whatever may be thought of the pro- 
príety of assisting the metropolis on this head, there are 
points on which the provinces will assuredly find themselves 
interested. In the first place, they have already contributed, 
or it is settled they shall contríbute, out of the general stock, 
which I believe goes by the name of the Consolidated Pund. 
For what is the volunteering that public buildings shall pay 
to the rate which did not pay before, but paying out of the 
Consolidated Fund as far as it extends ? And in the next 
place, hardly anybody doubts that the sum at present named, 
will prove insufficient ; and the next time, the Consolidated 
Fund will hear of it. 

The country therefore has a distinct interest in the thing 
being done cheaply ; and to be done cheaply, it must be done 
effectually, for if it is not done effectually, it will only be to 
do over again. And here I am struek with a point or two, 
on ipdiich the country would do well to contributo its thoughts. 
The Bill brought in by the govemment is good as a move ; 
and it is manifestly drawn up with a view to secure that 
move, with the least unnecessary pledging to what shall be 
done afterwards. But I do not like the word " deodorization.'' 
Who knows anything about deodorízation, and what it cu 
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do and what it cannot ? Will any man finding a nuisance in 
his sitting-room, '^ deodorize *' it and then take it to his bosom ? 
If a country gentieman had been unwise enongh to lead his 
water-closets into his físhpond (which is neither more nor 
less than what has been done in the metropolis) — will he be 
oontent to "deodorize," or will he alter the arrangemeut 
which led to the miâchief 1 This is one point on which I 
foresee danger ; for I utterly disbelieve that any mixture 
will make sewa^e ât for human neighbourhood. And another 
is, that nobody appears to attach tlie desirable importance, to 
the admission of the sewage at high water ordy. This of 
course involves engineering ãifficulties, and points to carrying 
the outlet to a greater distance. £ut without it^ we shaU 
only be met by the discovery that nothing has been dona I 
desire a conunittee of watermen, with a rnixture of Greenwich 
pensionera A new point of difficulty has been suggested 
to-night by an officer of high standing, and which ought 
to be submitted to that commiitee for their serio us considera- 
tioD. It is, that after the neap or lowest tides, the sewage 
though admitted only at high water, will be cariied npwards 
in consequence of the tides increafiing daily, and therefore 
(the apprehension is) going higher and higher up. There 
appears to be omission of the fact, that if the tides go higher 
and higher up, they also go lower and lower down ; from 
which the result may only l^, a small retaidation of the pro- 
cess by which a given quantity of matter discharged at high 
water, will reach the ocean. These are the kind of questions 
to which wits mnst be applied ; as being, in the compound 
ratio of the nearness and the intensity of the effects, of at 
least as much importance to the community concemed, as 
the discovery of a planet exterior to the known. 

On the same night, the Speaker*s leaving the chair for 
the porpose of going into Committee on the Jew Bill, was 
^posed; but on division was carried by 144 against 40. 
Ijhe Bill afterwards went through Committee without let or 
hinderance. 

On Tuesday, debate on the Jew Bill being proposed for 
reading the Third Time. The ppponents of ttie Bill resisted 
by moving adjouniments, at the end of which their numbers 
fell to 22 against 99. The Third Beading however was 
deferred till Wednesday ; when after some debate it wa» 
carried by 129 against 6ò. 

Yoursy &o. 

21 Juilif, 1858. 
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Thakes PuamcATioN. — Corrupt Pbactices Conttnuaiíce 

BiLL. — ^BOTAL ASSKNT TO JeW BiLL. — BaBOK DS BoTHS- 
CHILD TOOK THE OaTHB AND HIS SeAT. 

LIZ. 

On Thnrsday 22 July was more discassion on the snb- 
ject of the parification of the Thames, ending in no very 
marked immediate result. But my impression from the 
whole is, that the goyermnent mean to keep the af&ir in their 
own hands, and act like wise men thereon. And with a view 
to this, they want to ayoid pledgiDg themselves further than 
they can help, to any distinct plan for the present. You will 
observe that their Bill is fuU of contingencies. Certain things 
may be done for a beginning, and certain other things may be 
done if certain other things succeed. In ali this, they act 
like sensible people, and as yon would do at Bradford if the 
question was your own. One inference is, that the snbject is 
very open for the action of public opinion. It is dearly 
intended that there shall be time to thÍDk, but nevertheless a 
beginning shall be made, and the process of curing and 
thinking go on as far as they can without prejudica to each 
other. 

On Friday was more of important debate on the Bill for 
legalizing the payment of voters by a candidate in the shape 
of travelling expenses. Very strong opposition was made to 
its contents of varíous kinds ; and in two instances divisions 
were lost by the differences of 56 to 69, and 75 to 78. The 
arguments of what is called the conservativo side, were 
peculiarly flimsy. They stated, that it was a great evil the 
law should be uncertain, — and therefore it ought to declare 
for the bad. That the thing was practised now to a great 
extent, — and thei^efore it behoved (as the Scottish phrase is) 
to render it lawful. I wonder whether gentlemen conserva- 
tives think in the same manner on the practicea which tend 
to the depopulation of their game. Question was pointedly 
asked from the Liberal side, whether the candidate who went 
into the market under the protection of the law with a proffar 
of travelling expenses to any who would vote for him, was to 
have a remedy in case the voter was found to have voted for 
the wrong man ; — in other words, what was to be the bond 
between the briber and the bribee, and what steps the law 
provided for seeing justice done between these two meritorious 
characters. It is not clear yet, that something may not be 
done on the Third Keadiug. And though parliament is 
""^pected to be prorogued before these presenta in the oourae of 
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nature can come before the public, it is not impossible that 
if firiends at your intimation would take up the questioix 
promptly, their action might be useful. A Petition, as I have 
endeavoured to impress before, may on occasion. be as good as 
a speech ; and I am sui*e that a dozen or two of Petitions 
from diâerent boroughs where there is anybody who does not 
"wish to see the out-voters brought in by bargain with the 
man that offers to pay, would be very useful if in time. 
Whatever comes of it, the Act to legalize bribery will be only 
for one year ; and therefore any action taken now, will be so 
much done towards the explosion in demand of the Ballot, 
which must take place a year òr two hence. 

I have just heard the Koyal Assent given to the Jew Bill ; 
and so one of the remaining jaw teeth of bigotry has been 
broken in its head. On the whole, the enemy is rather in 
the condition of John Bunyan's giant, who could only grin 
at pilgrims as they passed. After ali, Queen, Lords and 
Commons are not so bad, whatever the republicans over the 
water may vainly talk. We can put down a mischief with 
pains ; which is more than they can. But we have the advan- 
tage, of not having had negro-drivers in our pedigrees. 

Such was the position of things at four p.m. on Friday. 
But since that, a good deal has happened. It is ascertained 
that the government intended only what is called a GoDtinu- 
ation Bill, in the case of the Corrupt Practices Act. But on 
receiving the active co-operation of a Metropolitan member 
sitting on what is called the Liberal side, they took courage 
to push for a clause to legitimize that species of bribery 
which consists in offering the payment of travelling expenses 
to out-voters as an inducement to come and vote for the 
candidate who will pay ; and it further includes the license 
for a rich candidate to run against a poor one, by the offer of 
ali manner of cabs and pleasing conveyances to men too idie 
to use their own legs to walk to the poli. It was avowed 
from the Tory benches, that this was by way of compensa- 
tion for the abandonment of the Property Qualification for 
Members ; and «£1500 was mentioned as the sum desirable to 
be expended by candidates in proof of their " independence." 
The member for Tiverton (the late minister) supported ; so 
that the two sections of the aristocracy are united against the 
people. As an instance how rapid is the descent to evil, the 
opposers of the Bill were met with drunken howlings, — for 
Bober men do not howl, — from the Tory side. A member who 
flpoke, called it a yell. I suppose I have not served ashore 
Aud aâoat, without knowing the sounds of a drunken man. 
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Bat the drank, like the inâane, are sometímes ctmmn?, and I 
eoaid not make oat the individiial ; the noises having the 
effect of ooming from under bendies, where I Sfoppose the 
representativo of the people eusoonced himself. This is the 
way a Bill is to be carried, declared in the Hoose to be tiie 
heaviest blow to the purity of election ever given. 

The Blll, in spite oi remonstranoes, was ordered for Third 
Beading on Monday at tweive o^clock, being preciselj the 
time when the greatesfc number of Members will be not 
retnmed from the coimtrj, or abaent from other canses. It 
may be concluded therefore, that unless something nnexpected 
happens, the game is up, and there is nothing for us to do, buf 
get our hounds in order. The report in the House is, that 
there is to be a General Election when parliament separates; 
and this Bill is the Tory preparation for it. My adrice to 
friends conseqnently is, that they throw aside ali confídence in 
the moderation of the ministerial intentions, — on whieh I 
may perhaps to some extent be chargeable with having been 
too confiding, — and prepare themselves in their several ways 
as qnickly as possibíe for an active campaign with any aasist- 
ances which they can find. The ministry have not only 
declared war ; they have made an occupation of territory. It 
is for us therefore equally to be np and doing. There is one 
word would scatter tbem, if the people woiild lay aside 
trifling and gather ronnd it. And that word is the " Ballet** 
When great rogues cannot prove that little rogues have done 
what they were paid for, great rogues will be shy of paying, 
and honeat men will have their own besides. 

* On Friday at half-past seven p.m., after the Speaker had 
three times put the motion for adjoumment till Monday and 
been stopped by members rising, and many had probably 
gone away in security that the motion would be carried, a 
member of the government rose and said the House muat 
meet on Saturday ; and so the motion was withdrawn. This 
sort of proceeding is so contrary to what would be followed 
by any other set of men anxious to do business in a way oon- 
sistent with faimess and general convenience, that it will make 
subject of comment when more pressing matter is awaj. 

On Saturday a number of Bills were what is eallèd '^for- 
warded a stage." 

On Monday at a quarter before 1 p.h. Baron de Bothschild 
took the oaths and his seat in the House of Commons. In 
]durBuance of the Property Qualification BiU, no question was 
asked of the Baron touchmg his worldly goods. He waa 
Bwom on the onginal Hebrew of the Old Testoment; and on 
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eoming to the point where lie was to kiss the book, he put on 
his hat for an instant, and said ** So help me Jebovah." It 
Bouiids like Moont Sinai among the stock-brokers. We bave 
here a remnant of the Oriental oustom of wearÍDg the bead 
covered botb in-doors and ont. One conseqnence of whicb is, 
tbat to uncover the bead is a freedom not to be taken before 
tbose who are to be treated with respect ; in fact the same 
kind of liberty it wonld be for a man to take off his coat and 
waistcoat in a drawing-room, on the plea of coolicç himself. 
I only remember once in índia seeing an Indian take off his 
tnrban in company, and thonght him a very impudent fellow. 
In this may be traced the origin of the Hebrew's covering his 
head, when he appeals to the Gk>d of Israel. 

A rather si^ifícant fact, was that a member (W. J. Foz) 
intimated in aebate, that the Queen had 180 millions more of 
subjects^ Tfhose claims to similar toleration would at some 
time have to be considered. 

At the same sitting the Corrupt Praetices Continuance Bill 
was read a Third Time and passed. When a mask is to be 
thrown off, the sooner the better. We know now, what Tory 
Heform is to be ; and are on onr legs accordingly. It would 
be a fine time for the House of Loas to give us occasion to 
repeat the ''Politicai Register^s" doxology. 

On Taesday motion was made that the consideration of the 
Lords' Amendments on the índia Bill shonid be postponed 
for six months. Why the mover did not give the opportunity 
of reeording their opinions to those who consider the whole as 
*'a crowning madness,'' is not explained. But it gave me an 
opportunity for putting on record the spirited expression of 
Miss Martmeau, aod also ventilating the idea that the most 
powerful euffine towards pacifyins índia if the thing be 
possible, womd be to bring up an Indian Mohammedan to the 
talde of the House as was done with a Hebrew yesterday. It 
has ali my life been my fate to start hares which have been 
mn down at last; and so it may be now. The subject is 
enveloped in much vulgar isnorance ; but this is only a 
reason why those who are neiSier vulgar nor ignorant should 
move. Will any friend in the habit of attending to passing 
events, direct me to the Bishop who duríns the Crimean war 
when there was an interest in conciliating tiie Mohammedans, 
said Mohammedanism was an ofiset of Chnstianity, or words 
to tbat effect ? We are not to lose an £^pire because men 
below tíie degree of a Btsbop are stopid and cannot read 
Arabie. This may not be exactly the place for entering on 
aU the mibject might kad to ; bpt it shall be ready when the 
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place Í8 foiínd. Meantime I testify to having talked tbeology 
with Mohammedans of the rank of sovereigu prince, and with 
the chief aeent or Cardinal I^gate at Jid(£i of the Sherlf or 
Mohammedan Fontiff who liveH fortj milea off at Mecca, and 
found them more liberal and tolerant than any Christiúis of 
mark I can point to, save only the estimable Father in God 
before referròd to. The ignorant in ali religions are blood- 
thirsty animais ; bat there is no need whj the ignorant should 
role, and others stand the damage. The times are over when 
men will fíght about creeds, except for the libertj of them. 

At the evening sitting the House was adjourned till Fridaj. 

Yours, &C. 

28 Jídi/y 1858. 
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TO COMPETITIVB EXAMINATION.— ProROGATION OF FaRLIA- 
MENT. — MORNING SlTTINOS. — QuBBN'S SpEBCH. 

LX. 

On Thursday 29 July, the most remarkable thlDg was the 
way in which the Honse of Commons sat waiting for Bills 
irom the Lords, being represented by one Olerk and one 
Member present, while the contents of the Strangers' and 
Beporters' Gallery sat with ali gravity, as if expecting some 
extraordinaiy natural phsenomenon to arise. I imagine the 
acting motive to have been, a desire to get the Bilk before 
the House that night, in order that they might be talked 
over next day, and not demand a sitting on Saturday. 

On Friday was a discussion on the índia BiU, in which the 
party who take that side, did ali in their power to promete 
the Natives of índia dying in the last ditch, by sending them 
through the columns of the London papers the assuranoe of 
the determination to put down their religions as the wrong 
ones, and their laws and customs as not agreein? with those 
of their European lords and masters. If our si de was found 
doing the like, it is not impossible there would be a talk of 
high treason. But the Priest and the Levite have time imme- 
morial had a way of their own. And then they run down 
us poor Samaritans, as if we had not a voice to speak for U8 
in earth or heaven. 

The Amendments of the Lords were finally agreed to, as 
needs they must where no effective resistance had been made 
on the main auestion. The Lords resisted the appointment 
of officers to the Indian army when there is one, oy competi- 
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reason, becanse it is the prívilege of the Crown to anpoint 
officera. Bnt if the Crown can wsdve its privilegea in tbe 
case of the artílleiy and en^ineers, why not in the case of 
others also, if there wonld oe the same nse T Sir James 
Graham made a most statesmanlike speech, on the enonnons 
advantage of choosing men who in one way or other baTe 
demonstrated anibition and the power of self-eontroL To 
which the answer appeared to be, that the possession of these 
qaalities does not prove a nukn to be '^ a good fellow.'* How 
we would tom over the ** good fellows," out of the Mechanics* 
Institates and Temperanoe Societies, if it was possible the 
thing shonld ever be bronght to snch an issne ! 

On Monday 2 Angost Parliament was prorogned with the 
usual ceremonies. There was a curiosity to know whether re- 
ference would be made in the Qneen*s Speech, to the admission 
of the Jews ; but there was not, unless as it might be involved 
in the decláration of intention to do justice to subjects of 
every race and creed, directed to índia. It is certain, that 
this admission of the Jews, in the hands of statesmen, if the 
breed is not wom ont like golden pippins, might as it is, be 
made a powerful instrument towards quieting, if the thing be 
npon the cards, the mischief which an opium-smuggler and 
a conple of mad lieatenant-colonels have been allowed to do. 

When the Session was over, I engaged to say something on 
the subject of moming sittings. Their general effect is to do 
something like splitting np the Honse of Commons into 
committees. It has oíten been proposed to have two Speakers ; 
and sometimes, I believe, to have parliamenta holden at 
different places aJl going on at the same time. And this has 
been jnstly opposed, on the gronnd that the effect of a House 
of Commons does not depend on the uttering or printing a 
certain number of words which may be equally done at York 
or Edinborgh, bnt on the notion of its beiDg a General Council, 
where ali and everythiDg is to be discussed by the represen- 
tatives of ali and every body, or at least there is the chance 
and possibility of it. It may not be always done ; but it is a 
lonff way from that, to the impossibility of its being done. 
Ana the consequence of the present practice is, that eveiy 
man who has something to produce which he had rather 
submit to the few than the many, — something which he 
would like to be argued by himself and interested on one 
side, and the least possible number of opponents on the 
other, — something where he would like to be without the 
interference of such public opinion as may come írom men 
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who hare no nrgent interest either for or against tiie par- 
ticular thing in hand,—- eYery man of this kind, aaks éx a 
momin^ sitting. 

To which another evil is, that the reportera do not report 
moming sittings, or report them in tne way men deal wiih. 
what thej think of inferior importanoe. A slight inspectkm 
of the past, would confirm this ooncloaion. The best men 
cannot work ali day and ali night ; so they naturally diacover 
some period when they may stand at ease. Bnt if reporting 
is good at ali, — and nobody can donbt that it is the life's blood 
of a popular goyemment,~it is good that it shonld be the 
best possible, and not be made worse in kind by being pnt 
beyond homan endnrance to ezecate. 

Further evils of moming sittings are, that by their very 
mies they dispense with the laws which prudence has laid 
down for the conduct of other meetings of the House. A 
meeting at what the offioers of the House call "usual time," 
which is a quarter before four, mnst show forty members 
before four o'clock, or the House is adjourned for an occasion 
when members may be in better humour for attending. But 
at what is called a morning sitting, which is at twelve o*clock, 
the House waits for an uiuimited period, or as I think I have 
heard till four c/dock, to obtain the forty, and cannot be 
broken up or as it is called ''counted out," till the same hour. 
Ali demonstrating a foregone design to get rid of the restric- 
tions for other cases made and provided. So that if anybody 
wants to have a matter settled with haJf a dozen members in 
the House, this is his time. When the oountry looks after its 
business more sharply than at present, this wiii perhapa be 
looked to. 

The Queen's Speeeh is good-tempered and lengthy; and 
there are those, I see, who criticize it as a literary peiformanoe. 
Nevertheless it is a muoh better thing upon the whole, than 
what comes to us across the Atlantia There is at ali events 
no avowed pandaring to slaveiy. The Queeu's advisers 
may have darkling notions of what is going on in índia, and 
what it is ali about. But they are not art and part in a 
scheme for the oppression of every man whose complexion a 
tropical sun has damaged. It is to be done without them. 

Youra, &C. 

4 Auffust, 1868. 
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Queen's Voyage to Chkrbotjrg. — Beflbctions therbitfon. 
— Progressive Changbs in thb World. — Polict of 

SeNSIBLE MeN IN CONSEQUENOE. 

LXI. 

The gabject of most interest at the present moment, is 
the Queen's voyage to Cherbourg ; not as a piece of gossip 
or news-makÍDg, but for its connezion with serious affairs. 

It certainly was an ill-advised and in some sort unseemly 
proceeding, for the niler of one country to Invite the sovereign 
of another, to be present at the inauguration of a great war- 
like preparation under the precise circumstanoes of the case. 
It was cattsing a needless ezamination and probing into ali 
the possible reasons for viewing the preparation with jealousv ', 
and therefore unadvised. It was setting the ministers of the 
Queen at needless variance with the portions of the popula- 
tion by whom such jealousy was entertained ; and therefore 
unseemly. It was saying to ali these parties, ^ Do something 
yon will not like ; or quarrel with í«." Thls is not civility ; 
at least it is not what is so aocounted in the intercourse íâ 
Gommon life. Nor of politicai life either ; for it would be 
hard to find a paraUel to it, except in the case of some 
Govemor-General of índia who in the naughtiness of his 
heart should have invited a Bajah to come and see the forces 
which were to move against him if need be. 

Even if not perfectly accurate, there was a strong idea 
abroad, that Cherbourg was a purely ofEensive demonstra- 
tion. There might be fortifications in progress on the Eoglish 
side ; but nobody had ever fonnd out that they were directly 
or indirectly for the purpose of threatening Franco. Aldemey 
has been talked of ; but nobody had specidated on âeets of 
forty sail of the line shdtering themselves in Alderney, or 
thought the fortifications there were for anything but the 
desire of spending money, joined to some vague idea of 
danger to Alderney from its proximity to the French 
shores. 

The thing would have been more specious, if there had 
been in hand between the two countries any joint operation 
of maritime war, as might have been the case if a Bussian 
fleet during the Crimean contest had been apprehended in the 
Ohannel. But nothing of this kind was in existence. It was 
simply like Squire A. saying to Bquire B. with whom there 
have oeen ancestral quarrels, — ''Come and see what a rush 
we could make into your grounds, if ever the quaiTel was 
opened again." • 
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It will be only a new phase of the same phflBnomenon, if 
the President of the United States should aend an invitation 
to view his preparations for occapylnff Cuba, and spreading 
slavery over Central America. And tne same reasons wMch 
induced the responsible ministers to adviae aoquiescence with 
the first, would be likely to reoommend the same coorse in 
the second. 

The reasons which operate in both cases, are the con- 
sciousness that the relativo position of the powers of the 
world is changin^, and that no measures have been taken, 
or are likely to be, for counteracting in one way the un- 
fELYOurable changes in another. A dozen of centúrios ago, 
and Denmark was the principal maritime power in the 
Northern world. The Danes were ** sea-kings," and their 
^^raven" shook his wings on ali shores. But times changed, 
without the Danes being in fault. Other nations grew, and 
grew faster than the Danes. The ^ raven," a prophetic bird, 
no doubt took this in dudgeon, and declared that there 
wanted nothing but for the Danish raven to show himself, and 
the thing that was must be the thiug that would be. Never- 
theless the world went on its course, and the Danish raven 
was obliged to sink into a well-conducted bird, that ate what 
it could honestly come by, and was glad to shelter itself under 
the general compact which said one fowl should stand by 
another for common right to alL 

And so it is now with England. The power of doing 
wrong is slipping away, and every year increases her interest 
in the establishment of a NationaJ Law to say that nations 
great or small shall combine against the evil-doer. We are 
rast lapsing into that painful stEite, when we must bombard 
nobody, plunder nobody, too happy if half a dozen other 
nations will combine in turn to prevent anybody from plun- 
dering us, It is a fearful fali ; as bad as when it was proposed 
to the Highland reiver to take one of his sons and make him 
a Glasgow merchant. The pity is, that if this is inevitable, 
such slow progress has been made in what is good for our 
oondition. England will always be strong enough to be a 
centre of union for the weak and the oppressed in ali lands. 
England will only put up with endless mortifícations, if it 
sets its heàrt on anything else. 

A powerful accessory to making life independent of the 
fighting trades, is to be found in the improved ideas on 
commerce which have happily made progress in the world. 
Our ancestors were under temptation to view every nation of 
inferior strength, as what Providence had placed before them 
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to be bombarded, pillaged, and destroyed, either directly or 
virtuaUy , and the noney from the hive camed off with a view 
to being lodged in tbeir own oombs. Tbis idea is traceable 
vnih. more or less distinctness in ali the proceedin^s of our 
ancestors ; and they called it ** commercial rivalry. It was 
akin to the feelin^ with which one cannibal looks upon 
another, as what might be tumed to profit in the eating line 
if there was certainty of not being finally the eaten. It is 
only within the memory of man, that nations have begun to 
look at one another without these anthropophagous longings. 
They exist among us notwithstanding. In the case of Uhina 
for instance, the appetite of the holders to ancient practice, 
is for shooting as niany of yonr customers as they are able, 
and poisoning the rest. If Bradford was lefb to itself, its 

Sreference would be for cultivating honest trade ; in confi- 
ence that even if the Chinese did not consume goods of the 
Bradford model, they would consume goods of somebody's 
model, and if thís made the world richer, it must in the 
long run come round in the shape of increased orders to 
Bradford. A West Biding manufacturer had rather see the 
chances of this, than be told that a foolish man had been carried 
tinder twenty canopies into the presence of Yeh, or that Yeh 
himself had been kidnapped with ever so much glory and 
renown, The end may not be now ; but there is that in pro- 
gress, which will put down the reign of irrationals whether 
on four feet or on two^ and leave the world for such as God 
meant to hold it. 

Yours, &c. 
llth Augusty 1858. 
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WhT 18 THB PrBSS ANXIOUS FOR THE AnNEXATION OF 

México bt the Slave Power 1 are Nbgro-Dogs wanted 
FOR Índia 1 — Beforters from Cherbourg. 

LXII. 

An allowable question, and not altogether unconnected 
with what you published in your last, is what can be the 
reason of the active desire of an influential portion of the 
British press to see the restoration of slavery in México. 
There is no concealment about the matter, and no stretching 
of any point in the representation here made. The desire 
categoncally expressed, is for the annexation of México by 
the slave power in the United States, with a distinct, verbally 
announcea onderstanding, that slavery is to go aloug with it. 
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When the Statea of OentnJ America efifected their emanei- 
pation from Spanish mie, their Abolition of Slavexy went a 
long way in promotiiiff the feeling of ezultatíon with irhich 
the En^ishman of t£at daj looked oa the resolt^ and 
inoreasing the popnlarity of the miniater who was said to 
have called a new world into existenee to balance the old. 
But that was the ancient Englishman, — ^honourable, thoaght- 
foi, moi^l) haying no faasenessea of hxs own to proaecnte, and 
therefore nnder no temptation to pandar to the baseneaees of 
other people. It would have pozzled the Englishman of that 
day to surmise by what processes his island should be 
oocnpied bj men bawling for the restoration of the cart-whip 
and the supremacy of tíie lash, in what might be called 
£ngland's cÚent-coontries and bom allies. 

Few words may aoconnt for it, — fiimiliarity with eril. The 
man who has laid down his honesty, and the woman her 
modesty,— do not stop at tíie mischief to themselvea They 
beeome denizens of a new w(»rld, wheie like plague patients 
each is infected and .infects, and ali fry together in an cUa 
podrida where Satan's cooks might Uck their ^angers. 
X^othing but this conld have shown the world English 
joumals soiidtons to blow their homs as whippera-in 
to the slave-honters of New Orleans. Bnt tíie thing is so, 
and talking about it will not alter it. 

It is possible to conceive two channels in which tiie preeent 
temptation may have run. Was it a wish to do something 
which was to merit a quid pro quo in some direction ; — ^an 
eye towards what has been snadowed ont in your pages under 
tne title of Tripartite Treaty ; — ^an effort to say we are ready 
to abet anjr felony of yours, if you will have the kindness to 
abet ours m turn ? Or might it be a simple anxiety to see 
the propagation of crime, without too provident a bargain 
for the personal results ; a disinterested longing to hear and 
report of " fun" in novel regions of tiie earwi ; — ^a soliíâtude, 
perhaps, for what might be the effect on the sister arts of 
paragraph-making and wood-engraving, if there were a 
sudden cessation of anybody to l^ow from guns, or put to the 
torture before death à la BrUan/nique f Commercial shocks 
should be eased oS if possible ; and it would have a salutary 
effect if the market could be for a while suatained, by lively 
representations of the destruotíon of a Mexican family by 
the four-footed soldiery, or winning portraitures of the 
costume of the hunt. Could not somethinsr more be done 
in a fríendly way ) i Instead of sencTing to Bussia, 
or Algéria for models for Indian practitioners as the 
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Anglo-lndian presa deiiiaDdai, a íew tboroughly-blooded of 
the English breed nhoald be forwarded to America. That 
would be the waj, if wbat thej want U to ask for negro-dogs 
for índia. 

To retum to things nearer home, there are many signs of 
the little good that was to come out of the Cherbourg coii- 
fabulations. TVhere most seuse was to be expected, there 
appeai*s to be least^ The Foreígn Affiairs Committees will 
do well to lay the things to heart^ aa proof how much they 
have their notions to themselves, and may please themselve^ 
with being the babes to whom is revealed wbat was hiddeu 
from the wise and pmdent. To think that men aspiríng to 
be statesmen, should imagine the results of hostility between 
the natives of two oonntries, were to be affected by the form 
of their trousers, or the greater or less beauty of their 
women ! In ali regions of the earth, from sage to savage, 
people are powerfully affected by any kindness to their 
women, and the contrary. Why then should any man try to 
leave a seed of enmity and dislike ? And the specuhitions on 
shipa and shipping are not more profound. Naval battles 
are not won by men dancing on the truck. It was ali very 
well to keep up a Jack-tarrish kind of excitement when the 
thing was wanted ; but it had been hoped that the world had 
ontgrown that stage. 

Once more, the part of wise men in these days, is not to 
try to exasperate one another by sarcasms on their trousers 
or their women, but to look into the possibilities of the future 
with a statesman^s eye, and aim at keeping the grand concem 
in safety, without sacrifícing everything to the game of the 
war-contractor and the accoutrement-maker. 

Day by day brings increasing evidence of the efficacy of 
the Imperial policy. It will let off the imprisoned millions, 
to an extent which only time wiU show. It will tap the 
national barrei, and very likely leave the spigot running. 
Ali the wild brains of the country are set furious, on sights, 
and elevations, and rifled twenty-four pounders which are to 
demolish Cherbourg from farther than the people there can 
see who hurts them. And ali this is to be done by voluntary 
subscription ; because taking a million out of the pockets of 
the people in this way is not taking it, but taking it by the 
Chanceflor of the Exchequer and letting him spend it on the 
same things, would. Of course, if the French Government 
wants another hundred acres of wet dock, this is the way to 
í^et it ; and so on alternately. ít is as when one cock (rooster 
tlie Americans call it) sets up his well-known clarion, «"^-^ 
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another from the other side the ditch answers like a real 
Bantam as he is, and so the clatter increases on both sides, 
the geese and turkeys joining &om a conviction that some- 
thinff is the matter. Good people must not be angry ; but 
this 18 not the way to manage a poultry-yard, nor a conntry 
either. 

YOUTS, &c. 
18 Augu8t, 1858. 
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Secular Education. — Jidda. 

LXIII. 

SiNCE the question of Education is one of great interest 
with yonr readers, and some of its most zealous and best 
informed advocates with whom I am pledged to be to the 
eztent of my power a fellow-labourer, are in your locality if 
not engaged in some of those trips to America and back 
which Biudford men are in the habit of making with less 
ceremony than their forefathers went to York, I proceed to 
notice a subject of surprise and alarm, which like other 
things of the kind, it is our business to tum to good. 

It stands in the pnblic papers, onless I am nnder some 
strange mistake, that an authority of some kind or other 
with whom the power is at present lòdged, has refiísed any 
assistance to an Association for Secular Education at Man- 
chester, on the ground that no theological doctrines were 
taught in their establishment. 

Assuming this for real, tum it over to the concemed, to 
sift it and let us ali know where we are, and in what manner 
of relation we stand to those who have the disposal of our 
money. But do not get angry. Men vriU be foolLsh ; and we 
have Apostolic example for " suffering them gladly." 

Here are free men, at least men in a country which they 
are told from time to time is free ; and they have contributed 
of their substance to a stock for general purposes. Their 
neighbours form plans for education after their several ideas 
of what is right, and go to the goverument which holds the bag, 
and ask for a portion of the general stock to aid them, and 
they get it. Whereupon come our friends from Manchester, 
and expect to get their share. But they are stopped by a 
Cerberus at the gate. " What do you teach V " We teach read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic. We sometimes go a little higher, 
and nieddle with history, ancient and modern. The storv 
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has eyeD ran, that we have tanght to gange ; and we oonld 
hardly defend ourselves if it were alleged that some among 
us have had a glimpse of álgebra." ^ But what theology do 
jou teach 1" sajs the Cerbems. We do not profess to teach 
theology ; we paj heavily enough for that in other ways, and 
we do not see why those who are paid for it shoold not teach 
it in their own places and let as alone. In the exercise of 
the senses heaven has given ns, we think we see that theology 
is made a stalking-horse to keep down edacation, unless so 
fár as some of the clerical order are to make a gain by it. 
We do not like clerical orders except in their proper places. 
Our foreíathers straggled hard to escape ârom the tyranny of 
clerical orders, and we feel their blood working within ns. 
What are the clericais afraid of ? Do they think they have 
got something contradictory to the Bole of Three ? O^ is it 
the Pence Table they are jealons of, unless they may instil it 
with a comment % And then, who is it to be ? At Man- 
chester we have Catholics, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Jews, 
and even some of the Greek church. How are we to do, if 
ali these are to come and insist on each teaching the Pence 
Table with his comment ? We have not the smallest objec- 
tion to any of them carrying on any processes he iikes, in his 
own qnarter ; but do not come into ours. We shall have a 
quarrel about the Confessional ; and black-muzzled digni- 
tárias will be examining our boys and girls, to catch the first 
sparks of sinful phantasy which they can stir. When expe- 
rience shows there is one subject on which men invariably 
quarrel, and we desire to teach the subjects on which they 
invariably agree, we think it hard that we should be deprived 
of our portion of what we have contributed to. We do not 
want to use hard words ; but we think it would be knavery. 
We would not threaten anybody ; but we see the steps by 
which, if this goes on, they will bring an old house about the 
ears of those who might as well have lived in snuggery. 

Their great cause of danger in this direction, is that the 
means used will in the end keep down no secular knowledge. 
It was by the application of secular knowledge, that men are 
where they are, and that every man who can see a state he 
would consider darkness, is not sitting under its shadow of 
death at this moment. Teach a boy in church or chapei, and 
he knows what he goes for, and attends to it accordingly. 
But mix it up with his Multiplication Table, and he begins to 
suspect, like the elephant which nobody could induoe to take 
the dose that was intended for him. 

I was once carried by one of your Princes of Industry to 
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8ee his school ; for which I am sure he asked no public aid, 
but that is uo reason why public aid should not be given to 
an Association which required it. There was at ali eyents 
no ostentatious demonstration of religious teaching ; though 
how far the separation was absolutely carried, is what I 
cannot say. It is clear, that being himself sole capitaliat, be 
was not under the didiculties which beset an Associated body. 
But I was curious to observe his processes. On the waUs 
were visible portraitures of almost everything that walks or 
fiies, from the Behemoth that moves in the waters, to the 
sparrow that is on the house-top ; and to these the in&nt 
mind was referred, on the Horatiau principie that sight 
betters hearing. But there were higner grades ; and he 
asked me to test their progress. A class of small arith- 
meticians was drawn up in line, and I proposed to them the 
question in page Ixxii of the Freliminary Dissertation to 
Richardson's Oriental Dictionary. * Two Arabians sat down 
to dinner : one had five loaves. the other three. A stranger 
paflsing by, desired permission to eat with them, which they 
agreed to. The stranger dined, laid down eight pieces of 
money, and departed. The proprietor of the five loaves took 
up fíYQ pieces, and left three for the other ; who objected, and 
insisted for one half. The cause came before Ali, who gave 
the foUowing judgment : — " Let the owner of the five loaves 
have seven pieces of money, and the owner of the three 
loaves, one ; for if we divide the eight loaves by three, they 
make twenty-four parts ; of which he who laid down five 
loaves, had fifteen ; whilst he who laid down three, had only 
nine : as ali fared alike, and eight shares was each man's 
propoiiiion, the stranger ate seven parts of the first man's 
property, and only one belonging to the other : the money, in 
justice, must be divided accordingly." ' 

This question was put, of course without the answer. The 
class seemed posed ; but at last a small voice piped out, '' I 
think I can." And by Yea and Nay, he did it. At a 
Cambridge examination for degrees, some of the Sénior 
Optimèa might do it ; but to a certainty not the Júnior, 

Does anybody believe that this knowledge ought to have 
been stopped, till men could agree whether the Longer or 
Shorter Catechism should go along with it ? It is evidently 
a daim which we of the laity are not disposed to consent to ; 
and least of ali, those portions of the Industrious Classes, 
who have got one eye open already, and mean to get the 
other. 

The '* British lion'* has lapped a new mess of blood, and of 
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the kind he particularly affects, which is that of the Tinre- 
sisting. The one thing the wild-beast wants to get rid of, íb 
law. Civilized nations had agreed to íoíd, in taklng measures 
with the Turkish govemment after the manner of civilized 
nations. But the wild-beast conld not wnit for this ; an 
opportunity to disgrace us was too good to be let go. By and 
by you will be told that Turkey is a govemment which Inter- 
national Law requires you to pour out your substance to 
defend. The Manchester " Examiner and Times" of Friday 
20 Augttst has taken np the subject so well, that it would be 
useless to say more. 

Yours, &c. 
26 August, 1858. 



China. — Chbrbourq.— Expectbd Rotal Visit to Leeds. 

LXIV. 

Thb news viâ Rússia, if true, points to the increase of 
onr shames in China. It is astonishing how men pretend 
to boggle at a falsehood in their individual capacities, and 
how they hamess themselves to any discreditable untruth 
when they are to do it in society. 

Here is the govemment of a country calling itself civilized, 
and where there is a great datter of cold morality and hot 
theology, sending out orders to their agent (unless he did it 
of his own head) to get up a totally groundless quarrel with 
a foreign people, on a pretence ridiculous if true and atrocious 
if false, and thereupon comes massacre after massacre, the 
actors ali the while professing that they are making war upon 
nobody, and (as it appears) are starving a capital into sub- 
mission, being ali the time at peace with the sovereign and 
with the country, and only at issue with some unruly men at 
arms who oppose themselves to their passage. Surely we are 
a base race ; exception made of those who would prevent it 
if they could. 

Report says the robbers are to net ^1,200,000. Out of 
which, it may be concluded £600,000 will be the share of 
somebody here, and you and I are to pay it none knows how 
many times over, as the means of their getting it. Fut the 
case in a private line. Imagine a highwayman, or two high- 
waymen, coming into the market with a proposal to divide 
their profits with a Company, with the understanding that 
such Company is to pay tneir ezpenses to half a dozen 
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the amoont The case is the same ; and in this manner we 
are to be squeezed by thieves iinder grand names, and shall 
continue to be, till somebodj plucks up heart to avow that 
there is such a thing as national honour as well as individual, 
and tbat we will not rear children nor expend labour, to be 
the playthings of pirates and plunderers of the world. 

It nmj be doubted whether the present goverument is 
responsíble for this. Thej certainlj did not originate the 
fírst felony ; and it was understood that they intended to 
quash the proceedings thereupon, but were hindered by the 
French alliance. This comes of bsid company. 

Comments, some ludicrous and some serions, abound npon 
the meeting at Cherbourg. Nobody has yentured to think 
the House of Commons made mnch of a figure there ; and 
the wonder with most is, why they went, at ali events in a 
corporate capacity. The consequences on the whole, do not 
seem to have been ^ood The speculations proceeding irom 
the visitors on their retum, have been peculiarly unhappy. 
When we must fight, let us fight ; but do not let us have the 
war of words besides. In the military question which has 
been diligently raised, I venture to note one hole. "When it 
was asked what 300,000 men were to do against a population 
of twenty-fíve millions, it was forgotten to ask what might 
be the result if thirty millions behind were to take into 
their heads to back them. We have had fearful evidence 
how easy it is to set a population mad, on any scheme where 
blood is to be shed and the wild-beast which exists in the 
heart of every country gratified. If 300,000 men had opened 
themselves a way, would not the French people at the invoca- 
tion of a bishop rush to their churches to beg a blessing on 
the piUage of London, and their young shop-keepers be 
bullied by the ardent spirits among their coimtrymen for not 
leaving counter and ledger to share the glories and the spoils % 
It woiãd instantly be " la plus juste des causes,*^ as I remember 
was in the shop-windows of France when their army did as 
the Holy Alliance bid them, and restored the Bourbon in 
Spain. When it is pretended to make out an account^ either 
military or commercial, let it be the whole truth. 

The inference £rom ali this, is that wise men would set np 
some kind of International Law by which the peace might 
be kept as it is in Civil society, and not amuse themselves by 
knocking their heads against one another, to see whose is 
hardest. 

Your neighbours at Leeds will be in a state of ezaltation 
at the Boyal visit. It is not for me to disoourage it^ who 
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come of those who looked upon the reigning family as the 
pledse of their civil and religious liberty, and called on one 
anotner in their dying moments to '* figbt knee-deep in blood, 
for God and the House of Hanover." The men are of age, 
who were nnborn when we held up our hands at Hnll to 
commemorate the now reigning sovereign an'iving at the 
years prescribed by law for being capable of succeeding to 
the throne ; which we did, not without joyous contrast with 
the perils of our forefathers on the same soil. And truly 
there was more danger in the wind, than we then thought of. 
You may not know it, but I do, — ^that there was at one time 
a distinct attempt to canvass the army with a view to 
changing the Succession ; and I could produce the man at 
this day, who being in the position of what was called an 
army-broker and having the character of knowing half the 
officers in tho service, was resorted to for Information of what 
regiments could be applied to, with the best chances of 
success. It looked very much as if we might have had to 
cut her out from a hostile camp ; which would certainly have 
been tried, though if we had failed, I suppose we should have 
been blown from guns, as is the manner of civilized nations. 
As my contribution at the time, I remember giving notice in 
the House of Commons on the last day of the parliament 
which closed in 1837, that if elected to another parliament I 
would move to bring in a Bill to declare that no foreign 
prince or potentate ought to have any jurisdiction or suc- 
cession in tbis realm, and to vest the succession in the event 
of the demise of her Majesty, in Prince George of Cambridge 
and his heirs. I hope there will be no mistake about us 
Hadicals. There is nobody more to depend on, when things 
come to a pinch. "We know what we want, and think we 
shall get it. But we know that the present machinery is 
competent to work out the improvements, and therefore we 
stand by the present machinery. I hope, as mere matter of 
Information, that somebody at Leeds will whisper such a word 
as the " Ballot." 

Yours, &c. 
1 September, 1858. 
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FOROED ProCLAMATION OF THE InDIAN GoVERNMENT. AVllICH 

IS THE FORGEBT, THE PrOCLAMATION OR THE DeKI^L ? 

LXV. 

What is this story of a forged Proclamation from Ca.lcutta ? 
We shall be hearing of a forged Act of Parliament next. It 
is a reasonable object of curiosity, to know ali about it. It is 
perhaps the ârst instance in the history of mankind, of aver- 
ment being made that a formal Prodamation had been issned 
by an established governmeut in a foreign dependency, and 
sent abroad and acted upon as 8nch,'and that this afber ali had 
been a trick, a forgery, what is popularly called a hoaxy and 
was altogether a thing of fraud. 

As said before, it is cnrious, and we mean to exercise 
curiosity. How was this Proclamation issued* ; who were 
the issuers ; through whose hands did it go, or did it movo 
without hands ; who contributed the knowledge of forms and 
likenesses, which were essential to the deceiving of anybody ? 
And then, what use was made of it ; was it sent to the disturbed 
districts, for the chance of what might come of it, and for the 
chance of what might be made out of dedaring it null and 
void afterwards % If so, a government that cannot hinder 
such things, is not fít to be a government. It can answer no 
purpose but that of making the country ridicidous which is 
ultimately responsible. Is it ali " the British lion'* % It looks 
very much like the act of a quadruped. We had better take 
to the woods at once and live on raw mutton, if things of this 
kind are to go on. 

But there is another side of the question. Did the gove;*n- 
ment do it ? There is no desire to suggest criminality against 
govemments ; but there is enough on the face of the case to 
authorize making the inquiry. If the government did not, 
it must be as easy to prove it, as that you and I did not set 
fire to Howth Castle. It is a thing that ought to come out, 
and be settled one way or other ; and I recommend to the 
Foreign Affaii-s Committees to put it on their list, in consi- 
deration of the effect it must have in foreign countries. 

Since the above was written, the newspapers contain de- 
clarations, perhaps forged, that the Proclamation is a forgery. 
If one thing can be forged, why not another ? And what 
manner of government is this which in one way or other we 
shall pay for, whose most solemn acts can be imitated, and 
the apurious ones put into circulation to operate till found 
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out ? It is as if Bank of England notes oould be imitated by 
anybody wbo chose to write an I. O.U. 

The object of the forgery was manifestly to produce effects 
on those to whom it purported to be addressed, and then take 
advantage of the repudiation. It was the crowning move of 
that mixtore of foUy and wickedness, which a population of 
■willing dupes have allowed to ride rough-shod over them, for 
the simple temptation of blood being shed and the brutish 
instincts gratifíed. The Native Indian term for the supremo 
of folly, is " monkey business ;" and nothing can be so appli- 
cable to the whole plan and performance which is before our 
eyes. When future generations shall want to point to the 
extreme of ali that is unworthy of human reason, they will 
show the En^lish people, with the fínest foreign empire ever 
formed, bre^ing faith with and massacring their Native 
army, to gratify the bad passions of a few of their meanest 
and their worst. If the Bomans had done it, where would 
lave been the end of outcríes against Eoman barbarism and 
fatuity 1 If Cyrus or Alexander had thought of such a thing, 
their names would have passed into everlasting contempt, and 
nq book, sacred or profane, would have alluded to them with 
respect. It was reserved for England, with ali the memories 
attached to her, to sound this base string of humiliation. I 
wonder where Cyrus and Alezander will be standing to look 
at us, in the day of judgment. 

The defence has now got, to an admission that there was a 
mistake. There was a mistake in the matter of the fat the en- 
listed troopers were ordered to be greased withaL But when 
85 honourable soldiers protested against it as what would 
dostroy their character with their countrymen, was it a mis- 
tcJce that sentenced them to ten years' labour in irons, and 
put the irons on, with every oircumstance of aggravation and 
insult ? Look at the folly of the peoplè, — their utter incapa- 
city for being trusted wiíh anything in which youi* interest 
niay be concemed. Would sane men propose one of them 
fór a corporal ? They enlist a recruit, and tell him he is to 
fight for nonour and renown ; and then they order him to do 
\^at he has idl his life been taught to believe the most fílthy 
and degrading, and if he remonstrates, he is no soldier, and 
shall work out his life in irons. It is ali part and parcel ofthe 
belief that a soldier is a slave ; which some of us, standing in 
the shoes of our foreíathers, have the best of good wills to deny. 
Where was the govemment, or what was the thing called 
government, when things of this kind were left to be done at 
the caprice of men uttorly unfit to be the depositários of a 
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coant]y*8 safety ; and whj, and on what principie of homan 
and not monkcy*8 reasoning, was the reference to abler heads 
designedly removed ? It will be said, this cannot be helped 
now, and what is the use of talking about it. There is this 
use, — that from day to day the same spirit is at work, and 
storing up evil against the time, however late, when by the 
just organization of created things, retribution comes. 

Look at ali history, ancient and modem. See whether a 
nation ever set itself up as above ali compacts and ali bonds, 
that was not in the end by some of the many moves which 
are on the chess-board of the world, brought to a bitter 
reckoning. Executioners could not help them ; the past in- 
stnmiento of crime were only among the dogs that answered 
to the yiew-holla that chased them to their end. Truly, of a 
righteous nation, as of a righteous man, — ^the end of sach a 
one is peace. 

Yours sincerely, 

T. Perronbt Thompson. 

Miot Vede, BladchecUh» 
8 September, 1858. 
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Lbttbr 

II. * A large mannfactqring establishment near Bradford, 
named afber the founder and propríetor. 

XIX. * Account by the actor, in Times, 28 Sept. 1857, p. 8. col. 5. 

XX. * Account bythe actor, in THma, 10 Sept. 1857» p. 7. col. 6. 

XXIII. * See XIX». 

XXV. * Times, 24 Nov. 1867, p. 6. col. 5. 

t Times, 1 Dec 1857, p. 7. ool. 1. 

28 Jan. 1858, p. 8. col. 4. 

XXX. * Times, 29 Oot. 1857, p. 10. col. 2. But there was a letter 
ttom the Indian newspapers where the word was more 
distinctly used. See also Moming Advsrtiser, 1 Jan. 
1858, p. 4. coL 6. 
1* Indian newspaper. 

XXXI. * Indian newspaper. 

XXXII. * Indian newspaper. 

t Times, 22 Sept. 1857, p. 9. ool. 2. 

ÍSeeXXXf. 

§ Indian newspaper. 

** Times of the following dates : 



1857. 4Aug. 


p. 7. coL 5. 


1857. 


18 Nov. p. 9. col. 3. 
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p. 7. ooL 4. 




19 p. 7. col. 2. 


19 


p. 10. coL 3. 




27 p. 7. col. 1. 


21 


p. 7. ool. 6. 




27 p. 7. col. 8. 


25 


p. 6. col. 3. 




1 Dec. p. 7. col. 1. 


25 


p. 6. ool. 4. 




8 p. 7. col. 4. 


ISept. 


p. 9. col. 1. 


1858. 


7 Jan. p. 7. ooL 6. 


8 


p. 7. ool. 2. 




9 p. 9. col. 4. 
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p. 7. coL 3. 
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12 p. d. col. 6. 


11 


p. 7. ool. 5. 




16 p. 9. coL 2. 


11 


p. 10. col. 2. 




30 p. 12. coL 4. 


21 


p. 5. coL 2. 




11 Peb. p. 7. ool. 6. 


22 


p. 9. coL 4. 




15 p. 8. col. 1., 


lOct 


p. 7. ool. 5. 




22 Mar. p. 9. col. 5. 


7 


p. 10. col. 6. 




5 April p. 7. col. 1. 


16 


p. 7. col. 5. 




5 p. 3. ooL 8. 


31 


p. 4. col. 4. 




8 p. 6. col. 5. 


31 


p. 7. col. 6. 




9 p. 5. col. 5. 
13 p. 10. ool. 2. 


Moming Ádvertiser. 






1858. 13 Jan 


. p. 2. col. 2. 


1858. 


13 Jan. p. 8. col. 2. 


13 


p. 2. ooL 3. 


• 


20 p. 5. ooL 6. 
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Lktteb 

XXXni. * Indian nemptuper, 

XXXVn. * ''^there was a gateway by which we had to leave, 

that was oompletely crammed with dead and dying. 
Here might be seen some Sikhs murderíng the wounded 
men, and then setting fira to them as they lay bleeding. 
Oh 1 motber, sweet, sweet waa this rerenge ; I gloried 
in seeing, although my heart tumed and made me sick 
at tbe tímoy with tíie smell of the roasting dead and 
dying." — Letter of a hombardier of ArtiUery to his 
mother ai Oldham, Dated Gawnpore, December, 1857. 
In Oldkam Advertiser of 13 Febníary, 1858. 

XXXVIII. * Times 29 Pebruary, 1858, p. 10, col. 2. 

XXXTX. * Indian newspaper. 

XL. * Moming Advertiser, 8 Maroh, 1858, p. 5. ooL 5. 

XLI. (Ifuert * after the last extrai from, Speeck òf Ohai/rman of 
East índia Directors, in the Hovm qf Commons, as ffiven 
in the Times, 19 March, 1858.) 

* Inscriptions at Cawnpore dedared " an evident im- 
position/' by Special Oorrespondent, Times 29 March, 
1858, p. 9, col. 3. 

LVIII. * Moming Advertiser 20 July, 1858, p. 5, col. 4. Letter 
of Spedal Oorrespondent, dated Bombay 20 June^ 1858. 
Read to the end of the oolumn. 

LXV. * Times 3 August, 1858, p. 8. col. 3 ; where it is given as 
from the Bombay Qxtaette. And tha same in AUevís 
Indian Mail, 2 August, 1858, p. 643. col. 8. 
It has been commented on, for itê able imitation of the 
style of preceding State papers. This must have been 
the work of no vulgar felons. 
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